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We are grateful to Hinkley Point B Power Station, EDF Energy, for printing this Newsletter.

Hall Committee News from the Chair

September 2018

Many thanks to those who were able to turn up to help with the autumn
stream clearing. Armed with secateurs, loppers, wellies and a chain saw
they all did a great job.

On Saturday November 2nd, we will add to the Book Swap by showing on
the big screen the Rugby World Cup Final!.
The hall will be opened in time and a cooked breakfast will be served from
9.30am. I have managed to learn the technology of how to get the match
from laptop to screen! It should be a fun morning.
Saturday November 9th is the autumn Jumble Sale. Please bring along
your contributions by 11.30 .It's important to the finances of your hall, so
please help. Thank you.

Some Xtreme Cleaners
We will be holding the Village Hall AGM on Wednesday November 20th
at 7.30pm . All are welcome - remember it's your hall and all your ideas and
support are welcome. Wine and cheese will be served afterwards.
It's going to be a busy month!

Saturday Nov 9th
2pm

JUMBLE SALE
50p entry

Saturday 14th December
VILLAGE HALL
Christmas Dinner
Booking form
on back page

Thursday Nov 21st
12.30

SOUP

Robin Kinahan
(Chair of the Village Hall Committee)
robin.kinahan@gmail.com

A reminder from your Editor:
Please get your Christmas Greetings to
me a.s.a. and support a great cause!
(See Page 7)

Full Diary on Back Page
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Somerset’s Climate Emergency strategy:
The conversation starts here
A series of public events will be giving people across the county the chance to discuss the first steps towards a
Climate Emergency Strategy for Somerset.
The Climate Emergency ‘have your say’ drop-in events are taking place in each District Council area in the coming
weeks, starting on 16 November at the Glassbox in Taunton Library.
They are being run by the Somerset Climate Action Network (SCAN) on behalf of Somerset’s four District Councils
and the County Council.
Earlier this year, all five councils declared or recognised ‘climate emergencies’, agreeing to work together to produce
a joint Climate Emergency Strategy. The strategy will identify ways for Somerset to work towards being carbon neutral
by 2030 and adapt to predicted climate change impacts.
It will be a collective response to the climate emergency, something that’s owned by everyone in Somerset.
Open to residents, businesses, groups and anyone with an interest, the drop-ins are a chance to discuss the initial
thoughts of the five councils set out in a ‘framework’ document.
They will be looking for feedback on whether it focusses on the right areas, covers everything it should and if there
are actions that communities could take forward themselves.
An online survey is due to go live before the end of November and an event aimed at businesses is taking place on 3
December.
The draft framework document is being considered for approval by all councils in the coming weeks and will be a
starting point for discussions at the events. It sets out initial, high-level thoughts on what actions might be required
and the approach to delivering them, but will be developed working with - and listening to – Somerset communities.
The aim is to produce a detailed strategy by summer 2020.
 A spokesperson for all five authorities said:
“That all of Somerset’s councils are working together
on this is a mark of how important we consider this issue
to be. These events are an important first step in shaping
that strategy and we want to encourage anyone with an
interest to come along and get involved. Local authorities
have an important role to play but we cannot tackle an
issue of this size and complexity on our own, it’s a shared
responsibility. Substantial change is needed at national
level and the Somerset strategy has to be something that
is ‘owned’ by the county as a whole. This is the start of a
very important conversation and we want as many voices
as possible to be heard.”
 A spokesperson for the
Somerset Climate Acton Network said:
“Somerset Climate Action Network (Somerset CAN) is very
pleased to be involved in these events, it is exactly how
our new organisation wants to help Somerset reach net
zero carbon by 2030. These events are a key way that all
parts of our community can start to feed into the process
being developed by our local councils.
A net-zero carbon Somerset by 2030 is an exciting goal.”

Press release forwarded by Tina Gardener
Clerk to Fiddington Parish Council
01278 652642
www.fiddington-pc.org.uk
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M

nstarer

Welcome to another action packed article. With Christmas rushing toward us like a giant bank emptying juggernaut
draped in tinsel, it's a good time to think about asking Father Christmas for a telescope; so this is a quick guide to
help you decide.
A telescope is a simple device that allows you to see the wonders of our universe, from wonderful star forming
nebulae to the stunning rings of Saturn and beautiful lunar landscapes. So let's start with the basics: There two
types of scope: 'reflecting' and 'refracting'.
Firstly the reflecting telescope, which is a tube with a concave mirror at the bottom, a small mirror at the top and an
opening (called a focuser) for you to put a lens in(two lenses usually included with a scope). These come in all
shapes, sizes and prices but for a beginner I would go for a small aperture (the size of the hole in the top where the
light comes in). An aperture of 150mm (6inches) or so will give you lovely views of the moon and planets, double
stars and star clusters and some of the bright nebulas I've talked about.
The simplest reflecting scope for a beginner is called a Dobsonian (see picture),
which is a telescope mounted on a simple base. The good thing about Dobsonians
is that they are relatively cheap-you can get a fairly good one for about three
hundred pounds and they are dead easy to use. They are free standing at about
four feet
tall. The base revolves for side to side movement and is hinged in the middle for up
and down movement. A slight downside is that the image is upside down, not a
problem when looking at stars but no good for bird spotting.
If you're looking to buy a starter scope for that bright young grandchild, the
Dobsonian telescopes also come in smaller sizes that can be put on a table
top/window sill (you can get one of these from around £50). These will have less
magnification than the larger more expensive ones but are great as a gift, to see if
the interest is sparked, without breaking the bank.
The alternative is a Refracting scope. This is a tube with a big lens at one end and a small lens at the other (like the
ones pirates use-the more expensive ones come with their own parrot). These tend to have a better quality image
than reflectors but at a starting price of around £600 they can be very expensive. Should the romance of standing in
the freezing cold at two o'clock in the morning looking for a barely visible comet wear off quickly, its an expensive bit
of kit to use for hanging your shirts on.
One last thing......if you're going to get a scope then I recommend getting a beginner’s guide to astronomy first (such
as 'Stars and Planets' by Ian Ridpath), or it will be like buying a new Ferrari and not knowing how to drive. If you
want any more information or advice about choosing a scope, don't hesitate to email me. stevepage747@gmail.com
On the 11th of November Mercury travels across the face of the sun, it's called a ‘transit’ .
It starts at 12.35pm and ends at 18.04.
ONLY LOOK THROUGH GLASSES DESIGNED TO LOOK AT THE SUN, IF YOU LOOK THROUGH A PAIR OF
BINOCULARS YOU WILL DAMAGE YOUR EYESIGHT PERMANENTLY. Sorry to shout but it's very important.
Make a pin hole in a piece of card and put that in front of another piece of card an image of the sun will be projected
on the back piece of card. Cheers for now
Steve Page
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Library Events

The next event at the Thomas Poole Library will be
a talk by Bethany Askew, the Somerset author whose latest
published novel is ‘Poppy’s Seed’. She will read excerpts
from that and from her poetry; and reveal something of her
life as a writer.
The date, Wednesday 13th November at 7.30.
Tea and Coffee will be served. Tickets, available at the
door, are £4.50 (£3.50 for members - membership costs
£2 a year).
And don’t forget that December 11th’s meeting is a free
session with punch and mince pies; when you can bring
something (seasonal or not) to read. All welcome!

Dennis Harkness Tel:0790 190 3741

It’s a different story
for the
Peacock butterfly
Peacock in Early Spring at Bonson

Peacocks and a few Tortoiseshells hibernating
together in a wartime pillbox.

Last month’s item about the Painted Lady dealt with a highly-migratory species which in normal circumstances is unable to
survive an English winter, and which has no instinct to attempt to hibernate.
The situation is quite different for its relative, the Peacock, which is not much given to migration but which relies on its
permanent population surviving wherever it is based. Its caterpillars feed on stinging nettles – a plentiful enough foodplant.
However, the butterfly’s life history has its own fascinations. For a start, there is only one brood per year, which might puzzle
those who are used to seeing Peacocks in their gardens in Fiddington in different seasons. The simple explanation is that this is
a long-surviving insect, in contrast to many butterflies which live for only a week or two.
Eggs are laid in batches on nettles during springtime, by adults that have emerged from hibernation. The resulting caterpillars
feed up and pupate fairly rapidly, so that freshly-emerged butterflies appear in July and immediately appear in gardens and on
clumps of bramble flowers, feeding eagerly and looking pretty obvious. But hold on! Within a few days they disappear – go into
so-called summer hibernation (aestivation), tucking themselves away in dark places for several weeks, only to reappear in late
September to once again feed greedily before going into true hibernation for the winter months.
Those same butterflies emerge in the following spring, to mate and lay their eggs on the nettles once more. There is no mating
and egg-laying in the previous summer and autumn, presumably reflecting the aged nature of the nettles at that time, when in
fact they are quite toxic. The butterflies linger until well into June, dying out only two or three weeks before the new generation
starts to emerge. No wonder the impression is that these butterflies are around for much of the year – they are in fact the
longest-surviving butterflies in the country, rivalled only by the bright yellow Brimstone butterflies, which behave in a similar
fashion to the Peacocks, conserving their energies during the height of summer.
Interestingly, the likeness to the tail-markings of the bird which gives our butterfly its popular name was not missed by other
countries. This is the Pfauen Auge of the Germans, and Pavlinii Glaz to the Russians, in each case referring to peacock’s eyes.

Rod Cole
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From the Village Cook’s Kitchen…
Meltin' Mustardy Beef
Ingredients
900 g. shin of beef - bone out –
ask your butcher for the bone (s)
500g. carrots
2 onions
120 mls Worcester sauce
2 heaped teaspoons wholegrain mustard
Method
Pre heat the oven to 160C /325F gas 3 Place a large shallow casserole pan on a high heat, with a large
non-stick frying pan alongside. Dice the beef into 5cm chunks and toss in a generous amount of black
pepper and a pinch of sea salt, then dry fry in the hot frying pan with the bone (s) for 8 minutes
Meanwhile wash and trim the carrots and chop into 5 cm chunks, and place in the casserole pan with a
tablespoon of olive oil. Peel and quarter the onions and break apart into petals, straight into the pan,
stirring regularly. When the meat is nicely coloured, tip it into the casserole pan, stir in the Worcester sauce
and the mustard and cover with 800 mls of boiling water.
Cover, then cook in the oven for 4 hours, or until the beef is meltingly tender. Loosen with a splash of
water, if needed. Taste, season if needed and serve.

Our Master of Wine recommends…
This dish needs a deep flavoured red wine with a bit of a bite to balance the food. A
Cabernet Sauvignonfrom almost anywhere in the world will be fine, as will a claret from
Bordeaux. All retailers have good examples – but don’t buy cheap stuff, it won’t help
the dish.

I understand freedom of movement
I help people reach their goals
I teach pilates
1-1 equipment based/ group classes

emma

rhys thomas

Quantock Pilates

07928291192
www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk

Page 5

Sunday Services for St Martins, Fiddington for November:
3 November Eucharist 9am
rd

Sunday 10 November Eucharist 9am
th

Sunday 17 November Eucharist (BCP) 9am
th

Sunday 24th November Joint Benefice Service at 10am at Fiddington with a Bring and Share lunch to follow in the
village hall as it is Andrew Tatham’s last service as Associate Vicar for the Benefice. He is to start his very well earned
retirement!

Tea and Coffee
is always served after the service. 10am on the first, second and third Sundays (and at 11am on the fourth Sunday if the
service is at Fiddington ). Please don’t feel that you need to have been to the service, all are very welcome for a cuppa, biscuit
and a chat.

Harvest Supper

Thank you to all those who came to the Harvest Supper on October 12th. It was great to see so many and it was a most
enjoyable evening with good food and company. Thank you too to all those who decorated the church so beautifully for Harvest
Praise the following day and for all the donated food for the Bridgwater Food Bank and the fresh produce for Stockmoor Lodge
Nursing Home.

200 Club Draw
The October Draw took place at the Harvest Supper. The unclaimed ticket for September was drawn first and the £30 prize was
won by Mrs Kerry Ellicot. The October Draw £30 was won by Mrs Jane Zambra and the £50 prize by Mr Kenny Simms. Well
done to all the winners. The next draw will take place at the Sausage Sizzle.

Sausage Sizzle and Quiz
Saturday November 16th
6.30 for 7pm
£7.50 a head
Fiddington Village Hall
A delicious supper of sausages, onions and jacket potatoes with a selection of puds to follow plus all the fun of the quiz. Bring
your friends and your brains to make up teams of 4 or just come along to join a team on the night. Bring your own drinks.

Soup Lunch

Every 3rd Thursday of the month starting with Thursday November 21st
In Fiddington Village Hall
12.30 start.
Choice of soups and bread with fruit to follow
But above all a time to meet old friends and make new ones.
Donation only. Everyone very welcome.

FIDDINGTON WI
Fiddington WI will meet next on Thursday, 21st November at 7 pm in the
Village Hall. We are looking forward to Jenny Kinahan speaking to us on
‘Composting’.
Visitors are always welcome.
Jackie Matthews. 01278 732175.

www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk
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Samaritan’s Purse Shoeboxes
Pat Scott ( with David and Jon’s help) has done an amazing job in co-ordinating the Christmas Shoebox collection
over the last few years. Very sadly Pat feels that her health is just not up to doing it again this year but please
don’t let this put you off! The scheme is still very much up and running. David has written a detailed note about
how you can get flatpack shoeboxes and where to take them to once they are filled and has put this up on the
noticeboard in the church porch for all to read. There are some leaflets and a few shoeboxes in the church with
instructions for what to put into the boxes and what is not acceptable along with the sticker for the front of your
box explaining the age and sex the box is suitable for. Don’t forget that teenage boys are the ones who usually get
left out so boxes filled with them in mind are especially welcome. You can also download leaflets at
www.samaritans-purse.org.uk/occ and of course cover your own shoeboxes with Christmas paper. The local
collection point is: A-Plan Insurance 1/1a James’s Street, Taunton, Jessop’s old camera shop. Tel: 01823

429779 Just imagine the children’s faces when they get their giftbox to open-these children have nothing
else so please give generously-thank you so much.
Over the last three months the Foodbank has provided food for 1371 people - 534 were children - an increase
of almost 50% over the same period last year. Donations of food are not keeping up with this demand, so please
can you help be either dropping food in the supermarket Foodbank baskets or to Jamara Barn. Thank you.

fiddingtonnews@gmail.com
The next Newsletter is the Christmas issue and will be your
opportunity to send all your neighbours, friends and family your

Christmas Wishes
This year we would welcome your donations, which will go to the Bridgwater Foodbank.
If you would like to do this please let me know your message either by email or in writing and send me your
donations in cash or cheque (made payable to Bridgwater Foodbank .)

The Deadline for all submissions is
Monday 25th November

email (as above) or in writing to:

Juliet Harkness

Redwood,Whitnell, BRIDGWATER TA5 1JE

www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk
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Sat. Nov 2

nd

Sat. Nov 9

th

Dates for your Diary …..

10-12

Book Swap

2pm

Jumble Sale

with

Cooked Breakfast

And Big-Screen Rugby Final!!
Bargains for all! 50p entry

Sat. Nov 16th 6.30 pm

Sausage Sizzle & Quiz

Wed. Nov 20th 7.30pm

Village Hall AGM with Wine & Cheese

Sat. Dec 14th 7pm

Christmas Dinner

Tue. Dec 18th 6.30pm

(see below)

Carols Around the Tree

Mulled Wine &Mince Pies afterwards in the Hall

VILLAGE
HALL
VILLAGE
HALL
CHRISTMAS
DINNEr
CHRISTMAS
DINNEr

Menu
Starter
Classic Prawn Cocktail or
Duck & Orange Pate with toast & chutney
or
(V) Cream of mushroom Soup
Main
Traditional Roast Turkey with all the
trimmings
or
(V) Butternut squash & blue cheese
Risotto with seasonal vegetables & roast
potatoes
Dessert
Christmas Pudding with Brandy sauce
or
Pavlova with cream & seasonal fruits
Or
Cheese & biscuits
Followed by:
Coffee, tea & mince pies

th
th

Saturday 14
14 December
December 7pm
7pm
Saturday
Yes,Yes,
it’sit’s
nearly
here
again
andand
people
areare
nearly
here
again
people
already
booking!
already
booking!
TheThe
charge
thisthis
year
forfor
an an
evening
of good
charge
year
evening
of good
food,
food,entertainment and a chance to
entertainment
andfriends,
a chance
to celebrate
celebrate with
neighbours
and
with
friends,
relatives is £21 per person – a bargain price
neighbours
and
relatives is £21 per person –
for a great
evening!
a bargain price for a great evening!
To book contact Carol Taylor by Dec 4th
To giving
book contact
Carolchoices
Taylor and
by Dec
4th
your Menu
payment
giving
your
Menu choices
and payment
01278
732046.
Stone Croft
(near the phone
01278
732046.
Stone
Croft
(near the phone
box) caroltaylor69@hotmail.co.uk
box) caroltaylor69@hotmail.co.uk
Don’t forget you can also pay by BACS. Just
Don’t
forget you
can then
also pay
BACS. Just
reference
CD and
yourbysurname
and
reference
and then
attach aCD
receipt
withyour
yoursurname
booking and
form
attach a receipt with your booking form

Christmas Meal Booking Form
Name of Booker………………………………………………………………
Phone Number……………………………………………………………
Name of Guest

Starter

Main

Dessert

Dietary Requirements
Cheese

Pavlova

Christmas
Pudding

Turkey

Risotto (v)

Prawn Cocktail

Pate

Soup (v)

CAF
CAF BANK
BANK
FIDDINGTON
VILLAGEHALL
HALL
FIDDINGTON VILLAGE
Sort: 40-52-40
40-52-40
Acc: 00015234
00015234

www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk

Page 8

