Fiddington
News
April
2019
We are grateful to Hinkley Point B Power Station, EDF Energy, for printing this Newsletter.

Village Hall Committee News
The scaffolding is now off the reconstructed tower. It is something to be proud of. We are all very grateful to
David Scott for all the architecture work he has done to make it possible. (ed: please see the special supplement
with the Newsletter)

Last autumn a team of volunteers planted daffodil bulbs by the bridge, along the drive to the hall and church
and in the hall grounds. All the effort was well worthwhile. They look lovely.
The popular winter cooked breakfasts have now finished. Huge thanks to the cooks, waiters and waitresses
who made them such a success. We return to coffee and biscuits at our next book swap on April 6th. After
that we are going to try a continental breakfast during the summer months.
The Jumble Sale on March 9th raised £440, which whilst not a record was pretty close. Thank you for the
jumble and for all the hard work. There are some tough sales people in our village!

-andTHE GREAT BRITISH SPRING CLEAN March 22-April 23
Fiddington is going to its bit! Please help. On Saturday April 20th (Easter Saturday) we'll meet up at the
Village Hall at 10am and be given refuse bags and areas to do by the Parish Council. After 12 midday we
can all return to the hall for a thank you cup of soup and a roll - maybe even a glass of beer!

Robin Kinahan
Village Committee Chair
robin.kinahan@gmail.com
fiddingtonnews@gmail.com

Editors’s Note
Thanks so much to all the contributers this
month. I apologise that I do not always reply
to emails until I edit the Newsletter. If you feel
ignored please ring me! 733245 JH

Diary
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FIDDINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
Fiddington Parish Council held its latest meeting on 19th March 2019. It also held a meeting in February to discuss a planning
application.
Planning Application 28/19/00001
Application was made for the Prior Approval of the proposed change of use of an agricultural building to a dwelling and for the
associated operational development at 2 Bonson Mill Cottages. This was discussed in detail by the Council who also listened to
interested parties. In the light of all the informaion put before the Council, Councillors decided to oppose the application. Prior
Appoval was subsequently refused by Sedgemoor District Council.
Village Defibrillators
The Parish Council has now adopted the Phone Box at Coultings and the telephone equipment has been removed. The
defibrillators and cabinets will now be purchased and installed. As requested in previous newsletters we are looking for volunteers
to check the defibrillators on a weekly basis (training will be provided). If you are interested please contact the Clerk or any Parish
Councillor. We are also looking for more volunteers for the Village Emergency Telephone Service (VETS).
Highways
There are a number of issues within the parish that the Parish Council has taken up with SCC Highways. These include the
change of priority road markings at Monkton Lane, the loss of the width restriction sign at the junction of Whitnell Lane and the
A39 and the subsequent damage to the ditches and hedges and the widening of the road in Church Road. These should be
resolved shortly. After severe flooding on the A39 by Keenthorne Garage, Highways has cleared the drains and ditches and it is
hoped that this has resolved the problem.
Great British Spring Clean
The Parish Council has agreed to fund refreshments after the Spring Clean on 20th April 2019. Please see separate article for
more details.
Our next meeting will be on Tuesday 21st May 2019 at 7.30pm in Fiddington Village Hall. This will be the first meeting of the
new Council and will also include the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council and the Annual Parish Meeting. Everyone is welcome
to attend.
Tina Gardener
Clerk to Fiddington Parish Council
clerk@fiddington-pc.org.uk
www.fiddington-pc.org.uk

Cheaper than a trip to the tip – Garden Waste collections
With the lighter evenings, gardeners are no doubt planning their gardening year ahead and itching to get out into their gardens.
Garden Waste collection is a service on offer in Sedgemoor which could be blooming useful. The fast, clean and cheap alternative is
a subscription to Sedgemoor District Council's garden waste collection service.
You get a roomy wheeled bin that is easy to fill as you walk it around your garden, saving time and energy going back and forth. The
bin holds your garden waste neatly in a corner; no more messy piles of leaves blowing in the wind. Wheel your bin outside for the
fortnightly collection, leaving you to sit back and smell the roses instead of using fuel and time going to the recycling centre. We
collect flowers, plants, grass cuttings, leaves, hedge trimmings, weeds and even branches up to four inches across and compost
them in Somerset.
Sedgemoor District Council is inviting residents to sign up to garden waste collections in time for the spring. At a cost of just £56.90
per year, those signing up to the scheme will receive 25 collections a year. The scheme encourages residents to recycle their garden
waste.
Customers signing up have the option of receiving a green wheelie bin for their garden waste or garden waste sacks at a cost of
£28.40 for 10 bags. Letters are now being sent to more than 10,000 current customers inviting them to renew their subscriptions,
which start in April. Customers considering joining up can telephone 0300 303 7800 to order and pay.
Having your garden waste collected can save time and fuel and can prevent mess in your car. Every bit of Sedgemoor’s garden
waste is turned into Revive soil conditioner.
Alongside a garden waste collection, home composting is a great way to turn your clippings and pruning’s, plus fruit and vegetable
peelings and even shredded cardboard, into free soil conditioner. Low-cost compost bins can be purchased through Somerset Waste
Partnership a twww.somersetwaste.gov.uk

www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk
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Sunday Services for St Martins, Fiddington for April:

T

Sunday April 7th Eucharist 9am
Sunday April 14th Palm Sunday Eucharist 9am (Followed by Vestry Meeting to elect the Churchwarden
(s) for the coming year)
Sunday 21st April Easter Day Eucharist 9am (There is also a Sunrise Service on the beach at Stolford
at 5.30am and other Easter Day services around the Benefice if you wish to attend a service but cannot
make the early times at Fiddington and Stolford. Please contact me for more details)
Sunday 28th April United Benefice Eucharist at Kilve Court followed by the combined APCMs
Jenny.kinahan@hotmail.co.uk or 732190
All are most welcome to come for tea, coffee, biscuits and a chat after the service atTFiddington
(10am). Don’t feel you have to have been to the service. You will be made very welcome by all.

200 Club Results
Thank you to everyone who came to the last sausage sizzle. It was good fun and good food as usual. If
you have never been then do give it a try in November as it is excellent value at £7.50 a head for a two
course meal and great craic. The draw for the 200 club was made during the evening. The lucky
winners were:
Mr Jamie Driver £30-ticket number 011
Mrs Janice Lumber £50-ticket number 007 (that number has to be a winner I would say!)

www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk
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Steve Page and his tem “I am Smartucus”
(with their trusted mascot, Harvey) were the
winners of the Sausage Sizzle Quiz held at
Fiddington Village Hall on March 9th

WELCOME

A warm Fiddington welcome to
Tracy & Jim Showall who recently
moved into the Parish. They are are
looking forward to meeting everyone
and starting their Naturist Workshops
in the Village Hall as the weather
improves.
All enquiries via their website:
www.t&jshowall.april1.con
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(ed: And there’s one more.. Answer on the back page)

Somerset Organists’ and Choirs’ Association (SOCA)
SOCA promotes many and varied activities to provide learning and support, via workshops, group visits
and concerts, for people of all ages, capabilities and interests. These interests may be as a musician, someone
with an appreciation of organ music, or simply an interest in the instrument itself.

To help overcome a shortage of organists around the
county,SOCA’s current initiative is offering to
help individuals with some knowledge of piano-playing
to play the organ, and also for current organists to
improve their art.

Further information on all their activities can be found
at www.somersetorganists.org,
or from the Bridgwater Area representative –
John Bodiley at jbodiley@hotmail.co.uk
.

www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk
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FIDDINGTON WI
Fiddington WI met on Thursday,21st March when Robin Kinahan, Treasurer and Trustee of Bridgwater Foodbank
spoke to us.
The Foodbank is part of the Trussell Trust and was founded in 2014 in response to the countrywide problem with the
implementation of Universal Credit. It is situated in Mount Street, a fairly central but discreet situation and an amazing
total of £150,000 was raised in three months in order to purchase the property. (£110 000 donated from EDF and the
rest was raised from private donations).It is open Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 12noon until 3pm and is run by
twelve Trustees and twenty Volunteers all of who do an amazing job. 3,559 people have been able to access food in the
past year, 1,400 of those being under sixteen years of age. There has been an increase in usage of 30% in the past
year.
No one can walk into the Foodbank and demand food. There are 35 agencies including schools, churches and the
Department of Employment able to give vouchers to those in need, each voucher enabling the recipient to receive three
weeks supply of food. Thirty six tons of food are received each year and donations are made from churches, schools,
supermarkets and directly from individuals.
The Foodbank always gives their users a very warm welcome and there is an independent advisory service on hand to
help people learn how to budget efficiently and also to help with computer skills necessary to fill in forms to claim
Benefits. It is hoped that in time a Cookery Course will also be run.
Members were all delighted to have such a hugely informative talk from Robin.
If anyone would like to donate to the Foodbank either regularly or occasionally, I would be happy to receive their
gifts…or collect them… and pass them on to Robin.
Our next meeting will be on Thursday, 18 th April in the Village Hall at 7pm when Marion Field will be our guest speaker
and will be telling us about ‘Flying for Life’.

Jackie Matthews. Oakfield, Church Road. 732175.

On Wednesday 10th April

MARION EVERED TRUST NEWS
Dates for your Diary in 2019
14th April
Tractor Run from Halsey Cross farm, Over Stowey
contact: Terstractors@icloud.com for entry and information
22 April

Easter Bingo at Over Stowey Village Hall. Doors open 7pm – eyes down 7.30 pm

12th May
Sponsored Walk from Over Stowey Village Hall leaving 10.30 am .
Contact Pauline for sponsorship forms : 01278 732522
15th June
Coffee Morning at Hawkridge Road Bridgwater 10-12am
13th-14th July Charity Cricket Weekend in conjunction with Over Stowey CC
2nd August Social Function with “The Stoggy Men” at Brewers Water Farm, Stogumber.
For further information on any of these events please contact Pauline Barrow
on 01278 732522
have a look at the Marion Evered Facebook Page

www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk
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M
Mad?

What’s the Madder?
Madder?

Now here’s a conundrum …………

Maddest?

Those who roam the lanes of Fiddington will doubtless have noticed the Madder that grows among the
sprawls of wayside herbage and thought nothing remarkable about it. They might not give it a name, but they
would probably recognise it. It is one of the family of scrambling bedstraws.
To one who is less familiar with the Fiddington wayside, however, the plant stands out – for seek as you
might in other parts of the country, you would not find it. Not inland, at any rate.
It is largely a plant of coastal sites, mainly confined to the south west of England and Wales. Indeed, one
book describes the distribution as “largely Cornubian”, as a nod to the Cornish coast. “Very rare inland”
declares another book.
Yet there is one glorious exception. For some reason or other, it grows inland in Somerset – quite
commonly in Fiddington, and likewise across the county.
It has been used in the past as a dye-plant, its roots being used to give a pink tone. Was this the reason for
its spread inland in the past? In which case, why only Somerset?
Our species of Madder is Rubia peregrina. It is related to the Asian species, R. tinctorum, which was the
more famous dye-plant.
Rod Cole.

NETHER STOWEY LIBRARY NEWS
Prize-Winning Author
The next meeting of Friends of Nether Stowey
Library welcomes Tessa Hadley, who will read extracts
from her latest novel, “Late in the Day”
Tessa has been described as ‘one of the greatest
stylists alive’ (Washington Post), and ‘One of English’s
finest contemporary writers’. Three of her short stories
have appeared in The New Yorker. She is Professor of
Creative Writing at Bath Spa University.
All are welcome to this meeting, on Wednesday
10 April at 7.30. Members £3.50, others £4.50
including tea/coffee and biscuits.
th

Dennis Harkness

Tel: 01278 733245

www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk
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From the Village Cook’s Kitchen…
POULET AU PARMENTIER ( chicken with veg and potatoes baked with cheese)
A dish from the Bordeaux region of France. Serves 6
30g butter
6 large or 8 small banana shallots, peeled and halved
3 carrots chopped
2 sticks of celery chopped
1 clove of garlic, finely chopped
60mls white wine
1 x 400g tin of good chopped tomatoes
1 tbsp. tomato paste
350mls chicken stock - fresh or cube
600 g cooked chicken - either home cooked or shop roasted,
shredded
16 black olives halved ( optional)
2 tbsp. chopped parsley
Salt and freshly ground black pepper
50g gruyere cheese.

Pre heat the oven to 180C /Gas 4
METHOD

For the potato topping
1.5kg flowery potatoes ( such as King Edwards) peeled and
cut into chunks
30g butter
5 tbsp double cream
2 egg yolks
Salt and pepper.

Boil the potatoes for the topping in salted water until tender, about 15 minutes.
Heat the butter in a saucepan and sweat the shallot halves, carrots, celery and garlic until soft. 10 - 15 minutes. Add the
white wine and cook for 1 minute, then add the tomatoes and tomato paste and chicken stock and cook for 10 to 15
minutes until reduced and thickened. Add the chicken to the sauce together with the olives, if using, the chopped parsley
and season to taste.
Drain the potatoes and rice them or mash with masher in a bowl till fine, then add the butter, cream, egg yolks and
seasoning and mix gently.
Place the filling into an ovenproof dish about 20cm x 30cm, top with the potato mixture and grate over the cheese.
Bake for 30 to 35 minutes till hot though and the topping golden brown.
And enjoy something both different and home made.

Our Master of Wine
Recommends........
It will be nice to have a claret with this dish. Wines
from the well known Medoc or St. Emilion all well beyond
normal budgets, so go for a Bordeaux Rouge or the
lesser known appellations such as Bourg or Blaye.
Bordeaux has had a series of good vintages so all
retailers should have decent examples.
to me

Members of the Wine Society should try the excellent
2016 Ch. Savariaud which is well under £10.
If you prefer the riper New World try a Cabernet
fromever reliable Chile.

www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk
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Diary Dates in Fiddington
April 20th (Easter Saturday)

Big Clean Up 10 am

May - 31st and 1st June

Hannah Ovett's Fayre

June 29th

BBQ and games.

July 20th

Flower Show

August 10th

Jumble Sale

September

Bingo TBA

November 9th

Jumble Sale

December 14th

Christmas Dinner.

December17th

Carols Around the Tree.

Wordsearch extra word: Anemone
Ed: Wordsearch answer- LAMBS

fiddingtonnews@gmail.com

Deadline for the April
Newsletter is

Thursday 25th April
email as above or in writing to:

Juliet Harkness
Redwood ,Whitnell,

BRIDGWATER TA5 1JE

(more details and times each month in this Newsletter and on our website- editor)

Fiddington Flower Show –Saturday 20th July 2019
The subjects for some of the Classes in the Flower Show Schedule are changed occasionally to stretch the talents
of our entrants. The new classes for 2019 are listed below together with the themes for the Sewing and Photography
Classes:
Home Craft Section:
Sewing/Needlework: A Patchwork Item
Any Black & White Photo
Photograph: “A Flower”
Photograph: “Odd Couple”
Young Person’s Section:
Photograph: “Insect”
Photograph: A Black & White Photo
Make a Finger Puppet
And, for the Young Person’s cookery/baking Class; Cook a Pizza – own choice of topping

Reminder: From 1st April you can collect your competition potatoes (30p each) and also the seeds for the
Tallest Sunflower competition from Paul Crosland, Old Rectory Gardens, Church Road, Fiddington (Tel: 732983).

www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk
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