We are grateful to Hinkley Point B Power Station, EDF, for printing this Newsletter

Village Hall Committee News
Chairman’s Introduction
Whilst Covid hasn't gone away (far from it), it's great to have a more active hall again. Lots of
people came to Book Swap on March 5th and more people came to the Sausage Sizzle Quiz than
expected. I write this before the Jumble Sale on Saturday, but we already know of an avalanche of
jumble coming our way - two years’ worth!
The ground by the gate into the field had become a swamp due to rain and the playground machinery.
Thank you Mill Farm for sorting this out with tractor loads of gravel and hard work; the entrance is now
safe to use again. Also, thank you to Jon Scott for repainting the hall door and the gates into the church
and the playground. They had taken a bit of a battering from sun and weather.
Many will have noticed five young trees in the grounds. They are from Sedgemoor District Council and
will look great for future generations. I saw on a recent episode of Gardener's World how to plant
young trees. We hadn't done any of it! They look like they'll survive!
See you at Book Swap.
Robin Kinahan

(Chair of the Village Hall Committee)
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BETTER BUS CHARTER FOR SOMERSET
We need to do something about improving our buses in Somerset. Our county currently has the second
lowest level of bus journeys per resident of all the counties in England and Somerset’s bus services have the very
lowest level of passenger satisfaction in the country.
Residents of Somerset experience this every day, whether it’s with difficulties getting to health services,
reduced opportunities for those seeking work and further education or just the limited (if any) evening and
Sunday bus services. As a result, we see ever increasing numbers of cars on our roads, which causes higher levels
of local air pollution and increase our carbon emissions.
Somerset Bus Partnership was formed just a year ago to campaign for better bus services across our county
and already we have a Somerset-wide network of 115 town and parish transport representatives who share our
passion for better buses.
Somerset residents have every right to expect better, but it will need funding.
We have developed a Somerset Bus Charter and invite not just Councillors but community groups, churches
& residents to join with us & endorse it. Get in touch somersetbuspartnership@gmail.com
THE SOMERSET BUS CHARTER
BETTER BUSES FOR ALL OUR COMMUNITIES
We need a core network of frequent, high-quality services linking our towns and main villages with enhanced
weekend and evening services. Also we want an extension of the demand-responsive ‘Slinky’ bus services,
available to all and with longer operating hours.
AN INTEGRATED TRANSPORT NETWORK
We need bus routes to link with local railway stations with timetables that offer improved connections
between buses and trains.
We also want to see the introduction of integrated ticketing across the county’s different bus operators and
with trains too.
PROMOTION OF EXISTING AND NEW SERVICES
We should be promoting the bus as an important way by which we all can address the climate emergency in
Somerset (transport accounts for nearly half of all carbon emissions in Somerset).
To enable more to go by bus, it is essential that current bus timetable information is shown at all main bus
stops and bus times information is available in libraries, and at other information points.
AN AFFORDABLE TRANSPORT SERVICE FOR ALL
We should make bus travel more attractive through cheaper fares especially targeted at young people up to
the age of 25. Plus, for everyone, a new, all-operator, countywide value ticket.
CLEANER BUSES
We want an accelerated transition from diesel buses to zero emission buses.
MEANINGFUL FUNDING OF BUS SERVICES
We need Somerset’s bus budget to be brought progressively up to the average for similar rural authorities in
the South West.

www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk

Page 2

Although there is no legal requirement for masks to be worn it is a
decision to be made by the incumbent as to whether they should be worn
in church when attending a service. It has been decided by our Rector,
Nicky, that masks SHOULD be worn for the time being. Hand sanitiser will
still be available at the door. It is also available on the front right hand
pew for sanitising before taking communion. The Eucharist is shared by
intinction of the wafer in the wine by the priest which is then handed to
the communicant.

Sunday April 3rd Eucharist 9am
Sunday April 10th Eucharist 9am
Sunday April 17th Easter Day Eucharist (BCP) 9am
Sunday April 24th Joint Benefice service at West Quantoxhead at 10.30am
Sausage Sizzle
A big thank you to all who came to the Sausage Sizzle.
A sum of £366 was made for the church fabric fund
and a good night was enjoyed by all.
Everyone who came agreed that it was great to be
getting back to ‘normal’ activities again.

A Mug shot of the Winners: Holford’s Hopefuls

Stainer’s Crucifixion
, Stogursey on Monday April A choir has been brought together to sing Stainer’s Crucifixion to start
Holy Week. The performance will be at 7.30pm in St Andrew’s Church 11th. The music is beautiful so do
come and enjoy it.

200 Club –March Draw
The March draw was made at the Sausage Sizzle & Quiz event held on
Saturday 12 March – our first quiz since March 2020. The two lucky draw
winners were:
th

£30 – Nbr 33: Mrs Pauline Barrow
£50 – Nbr 127: Mr Martin Hill
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I can confirm that we have the
following dates booked in for
fireworks at Quantock Lakes in
2022.
As noted previously we will aim to
fire before 10.30pm to ensure
disruption is kept to a minimum. I
will update this list and recirculate
if additional dates are added or
removed.
Thursday 31st March 2022
Tuesday 3rd May 2022
Thursday 19th May 2022
Saturday 21st May 2022
Saturday 2nd July 2022
Saturday 5th November 2022
Kind Regards
Naomi
www.quantocklakes.com

Postbag
This was a letter sent to the Braziers
Dear Ruth
Thankyou to you and your husband and your team for
taking such good care of us. I am sure my dear Mother
would have strongly approved of all the tasty treats and
bonhomie.
Of course it was a very emotional day, but also it was
very good to reconnect with Fiddington again, St
Martins is such a pretty church and it was great to see
the village hall so healthy and full of life.
I think you shall be seeing more of us Meakers going
forwards as I think its important that we stay connected
to our family roots.
Many thanks again
V best
Rupert

Quoted direct from: BBC news 26/03/2022

( not an April Fool )

Caravan Site expansion planned to house more workers
Construction bosses said 8,600 people will be needed for the final stages of the power station
development, which is 3,000 more than originally predicted.
Sedgemoor District Council has approved the initial proposals * for Mill Farm to have 163 extra
caravan pitches.
But councillors fear that the increase in the workforce could put pressure on the area's housing and
education services.
When the power station plan was first approved, EDF predicted the workforce would peak at about
5,000.
Hinkley Point C in Somerset will be operational in June 2026, EDF has said
Of the proposed pitches on the Fiddington campsite, 102 will accommodate static caravans and 61
will be for touring caravans.
The Local Democracy Reporting Service was told the plans also include a new leisure centre and café.

Pressure on facilities
Somerset County Council has promised to negotiate with EDF Energy to secure further financial
contributions towards projects in the area.
The council's strategic manager for infrastructure programmes, Andy Coupé, said workers moving to
the area with family could put pressure on education facilities.
"Accurate information remains challenging about the number and location of workforce children in the
area."
Mr Coupé said an extra £1m would be provided through the Hinkley Point C Community Fund
towards "urban regeneration projects in Bridgwater town centre".
Additional funding will also be provided for additional car parking in nearby villages.
*( this is NOT planning permission-Ed)
( Readers may wish to make comments to Sedgemoor District Council about the above , in the light of the fact
that no-one attending the public meeting on Feb 15th at Fiddington Village Hall , expressed approval - Ed.)
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View from Meryl’s front garden, with Manor Farm,
St. Martin’s Church and the Village Hall in pen and
wash.

By Richard Brazier

Upholstery Classes

A new season of talks and outings for 2022






By Richard Brazier

If you love gardens or gardening
Enjoy hearing about or visiting beautiful
gardens
Want to pick up lots of tips or add to your
garden knowledge
Enjoy a social gathering of enthusiasts
Like listening to experts on a wide variety of
gardening subjects…..

Would you like to learn a new
skill ? If so come and join us at the
Spaxton upholstery group on
Mondays .
It’s great fun, very addictive and
extremely rewarding.
If you are interested call
Dave Stewart 07830 308896

then come and join our monthly club!
We meet at the Church Centre, St. Mary’s Street,
Nether Stowey. TA5 1LJ
every 3rd Thursday of the month at 7.00 for 7.30
Come as a visitor to try us out. £5 for a talk including tea/coffee &
cakes and there is a raffle and garden table too. Annual membership is
£20. Car sharing available for visits.

Contact Lucy Haswell, Secretary. Phone: 01278 671289 or
email: shbassoon@aol.com
website: https://sites.google.com/site/stoweygardeners
www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk
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Baked Easter Lamb from Puglia
1.25 kg boneless leg of spring lamb
5 tablespoons of extra virgin olive oil
750 - 800 peeled flowery potatoes cut into 5mm thick slices
375 small vine ripened tomatoes, halved
The leaves from 20g flat leaf parsley, chopped
3 good large cloves of garlic, chopped
50g finely grated pecorino cheese
50g finely grated parmesan cheese
Salt and freshly ground black pepper.

Preheat the oven to 180c/Gas mark 4. Trim the lamb of excess fat and cut the meat into 4 cm cubes.
Take a casserole dish that is about 24cm wide and 9 - 10cm high. Put 2 tablespoons of the olive oil
into it and spread one third of the potatoes over the base. Season with salt and pepper, then scatter
over half the meat, and season once more.
Squeeze the tomatoes over the sink to rid them of their seeds, then thickly slice. Scatter half the
tomatoes, parsley and garlic over the lamb. Sprinkle with half of the cheese and another tablespoon
of olive oil.
Now add another one third of the potatoes, the rest of the meat and some seasoning followed by the
rest of the tomatoes, parsley, garlic and a little more seasoning. cover with the remaining potatoes,
season for the last time and sprinkle over the remaining cheese and olive oil.
Cover and bake in the oven for 30 minutes, Then uncover and bake for a further 1 hour until the lamb
and potatoes are tender and everything is covered in a golden cheesy crust.

Our Master of Wine recommends . . . .
Something as rich as this needs a chunky red wine - so not a Pinot noir. The dish is from
S Italy and their Primitivo and Nero d’Avola red wines will all be good. All retailers have
them and they are reliable and not expensive.
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What of the Serpents, Lizards and Amphibians of Fiddington?
Good question. Come the sunny days of springtime, comes the sound of sudden rustling in the hedgerows
as lizards scuttle for cover – at least, that used to be the case. But are there any lizards left in and around
Fiddington? Where are the sunny banks of unkempt herbage with the vital insects to sustain them?
Is it a story of too many predators as well as habitat loss? We still have the slow-worms, and there are
occasional reports of grass snakes, not least in the vicinity of compost heaps. Of adders, not a sign,
however hard one looks in sheltered suntraps in springtime. They need a reasonable supply of voles and
mice upon which to prey, and implicit grassland cover.
Any news of these animals would be gratefully received.
As Rick Holt demonstrated last spring, toads still haunt the moist shades – and one turned up in the long
grass of the churchyard last summer. Yet the numbers seem very limited. Frogs are more in evidence
though, and spawning has taken place in some local ponds this spring. Common newts still frequent the
ponds, but I have not heard of any great-crested ones hereabouts.
Sensitive to environmental degradation, all these creatures are barometers of the wildlife health of an area
– so take a look, and let us know, through the Fiddington News, of what you discover. Hopefully there’s
more than first meets the eye.
Rod Cole.

Toad

Slow worms

Grass snake eggs
Common Lizard

Grass snake

Photos by Rick Holt and the author

The Marion Evered Trust
Hi all - Winners of the last 200 draw are :
86 Susie Browning - £20, 81 Terry Trout - £10, 78 Phoebe Ayre - £5

Dates for your Diary
Easter Monday Easter Bingo at Over Stowey Village hall , always very well attended so arrive in time, Eyes down 7.30
April 3 Annual Tractor run Cancelled
rd

July 16 /17 Charity cricket weekend in conjunction with Over Stowey CC
th

th

23 July Coffee Morning, Hawkridge road, Bridgwater.
rd
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A Very Foolish Wordsearch

Always Marry an April Girl

Can you find 22 (a small selection of too many!) famous standup comedians in the grid?
Answers on the back page

S
Y
A
L
E
R
Y
T
N
I
C
M
H

Z
R
P
E
R
K
I
N
S
C
H
A
O







E
T
A
L
P
Z
T
X
D
O
R
H
W

S
S
R
N
Z
O
P
A
R
K
N
C
E

U
E
R
A
G
X
H
R
T
A
Z
N
R

O
L
R
E
H
A
O
S
C
E
E
E
D

H
D
D
Z
D
C
N
I
I
L
M
R
T

K
I
K
A
K
N
L
A
T
B
U
F
T

N
Z
P
S
W
L
U
O
T
M
R
L
E

O
C
F
O
I
S
N
A
D
H
R
A
B

M
A
R
M
D
O
O
W
S
X
A
P
R

F
K
H
O
R
S
A
N
D
I
Y
N
O

In 1993, a radio station in San Diego, California told
listeners that the Space Shuttle had been diverted to
a small, local airport. Over 1,000 people drove to the
airport to see it arrive in the middle of morning rush
hour. There was no shuttle flying that day.
In 2014, King's College, Cambridge released
a YouTube video detailing their decision to
discontinue the use of trebles ('boy sopranos') and
instead use grown men who have
inhaled helium gas.
The National Geographic announced via Twitter in
2016 that they would no longer be publishing
photographs of naked animals.
In 1976, British astronomer Sir Patrick Moore told
listeners of BBC Radio 2 that unique alignment of two
planets would result in an upward gravitational pull
making people lighter at precisely 9:47 am that day.
He invited his audience to jump in the air and
experience "a strange floating sensation". Dozens of
listeners phoned in to say the experiment had
worked, among them a woman who reported that she
and her 11 friends were "wafted from their chairs and
orbited gently around the room."

by Ogden Nash
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Praise the spells and bless the
charms,
I found April in my arms.
April golden, April cloudy,
Gracious, cruel, tender, rowdy;
April soft in flowered languor,
April cold with sudden anger,
Ever changing, ever true -I love April, I love you.

April Fools’ Day Hoaxes

( some very well-known and some quite
hilarious - Ed)

 Spaghetti trees: The BBC television
programme Panorama ran a hoax in 1957,
purporting to show
the Swiss harvesting spaghetti from trees.
They claimed that the despised pest, the
spaghetti weevil, had been eradicated. A
large number of people contacted the BBC
wanting to know how to cultivate their own
spaghetti trees.

In 1962, Swedish national
television broadcast a 5-minute special on how
one could get color TV by placing a nylon
stocking in front of the TV. A rather in-depth
description on the physics behind the
phenomenon was included. Thousands of
people tried it.

In 1969, the public broadcaster NTS in
the Netherlands announced that inspectors with
remote scanners would drive the streets to
detect people who had not paid their radio/TV
tax . The only way to prevent detection was to
wrap the TV/radio in aluminium foil. The next
day all supermarkets were sold out of their
aluminium foil, and a surge of TV/radio taxes
were being paid.

In 2008, the BBC reported on a newly
discovered colony of flying penguins. An
elaborate video segment was even produced,
featuring Terry Jones walking with the penguins
in Antarctica, and following their flight to the
Amazon rainforest.
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Do note that date, those of you flying by autopilot! This is a later date than usual, and is a Sunday, not a
Saturday. This, of course, is good news, allowing far more scope for generating first-class vegetables
and flowers. It used to be a bit of a scramble to hit the earlier date with some items. What’s more, this
should be the first Flower Show for three years, what with all that Covid lockdown malarkey. So let’s
make this a spectacular show!
Most of the customary categories will be staged again. There are some changes (as devised for 2020,
and then 2021), as follows:
Young Person’s Sections:
Photograph: My pet
Arrangement of wild flowers in a tumbler
Write an original story (500 word maximum)
6 decorated homemade biscuits
Horticultural:
6 x French beans (new class, replacing spring onions)
Pot plant floral (excluding orchids)
Pot plant – orchid (a new class)
Culinary:
Pot of raspberry jam
Pot of chutney – any variety (a new class)
Quick teacake – made by a male (to recipe that will be supplied)
6 x homemade sausage rolls
Loaf of Bread – hand-kneaded
Loaf of bread – breadmaker (the breadmaking category is thus split, in response
to previous unrest)
Creative:
An item of sewing/needlework: “New from Old”
Photograph: subject – “Water”
Photograph: subject – “An everyday object from an unusual angle”
Potatoes: seed materials are customarily supplied well in advance. These will be available
as from 1 April, dispensed by Paul Crosland at the gate of Old Rectory Gardens @ 30p per tuber,
cash. Do leave your name and contact details when collecting stock! Otherwise the judges will be
gloriously unaware of all your efforts to grow prize-winners.
Hitherto, there was a tallest sunflower competition as well (and it went ahead, with the taters, when all
else failed in the past couple of years). Opinion last year was that sunflowers deserved a rest, so this
year there is a tallest Hollyhock competition instead – as grown in your own garden, from whatever
source you have. The hollyhock inspectorate will tour, tape-measure to hand, on a date yet to be
announced.
So it is time to beetle about in kitchen, studio, garden or wherever, planning expeditiously.
st

Jenny and Rod Cole.
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Saturday April 2nd 10am

Book Swap coffee morning

Saturday May 7th 10am

Book Swap coffee morning

Sunday June 5th

Queen’s Jubilee BBQ lunch

Sunday July 31st

Village Flower Show
( see details page 9)

STOP PRESS!
Foolish Wordsearch
Answers: Ranganathan,
Millican, Howerd,Corbett,
Monkhouse, Idle, Syal, Brand,
Bishop, McIntyre, Khorsandi,
Dawson, Perkins, Murray,
Izzard, Horrocks, Connolly, Tate,
Saunders, French, Hart, Elton.

HUGE thank you to
all those who helped
make what we think
is a record at the

Jumble Sale

£503.29

fiddingtonnews@gmail.com

Deadline
for the May 2022
Issue is

April 25th
Please send articles/photos/letters by
email or by post to
Juliet Harkness
Redwood, Whitnell, TA5 1JE
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