We are grateful to Hinkley Point B Power Station, EDF, for printing this Newsletter

Village Hall Committee News
Chairman’s Note
Your committee continues to very cautiously open up the hall. Whilst we can do almost anything
we like we don't want to take any risks. Fiddington's record of no Covid infections is very
precious. Elsewhere in this News is a tentative timetable for future events, which we hope to
hold.
The Produce Sale on Saturday July 17th raised £165.90 for the St Margaret's Hospice.
Thank you to Rod and Jenny Cole for setting it up and to the folk who brought cakes, bread,
flowers and vegetables for sale and to the many who said "keep the change".
As I write this, Rod and Jenny Cole will be celebrating their Golden Wedding with friends and
family in the hall. On behalf of all the village - Happy Anniversary!
Robin Kinahan
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Fiddington Parish Council
Fiddington Parish Council held its latest meeting on 20 July. Among items discussed were;
th

Planning
Applications have been granted by SDC Planning for the following;
28/21/00002 - Erection of a first-floor balcony at Ashtree House, Church Road.
28/21/00003 – Application to determine if prior approval is required for a proposed erection of an
agricultural building at Heathfield Villa, Fiddington.
28/21/00004 - Notice of intention to move 1x 9m wooden pole. Telecommunications apparatus at The
Chapel House, Whitnell Lane.
The Parish Council is in communication with planning enforcement at SDC regarding the current
activities on land at the former Keenthorne Nurseries which do not relate to the planning permission
granted.
It is hoped that repairs to the coping stones by the stream at the bottom of the village will be carried
out in August or September, it may be necessary for the road to be closed whilst repairs are carried out.
Quotes have been received to replace the village sign at the Whitnell junction and to repair some of the
finger posts around Fiddington. We looking for grant funding for this work and it is hoped a decision
can be made at our September meeting.
The Parish Council has a supply of litter pickers, bags and hoops. If anyone would like to borrow them,
please contact the Clerk or any Councillor.
There have been many issues with footpaths being overgrown, if anyone would like to ‘adopt’ a
footpath it would be really appreciated, again please contact the Clerk or any Councillor.
Finally, we are still looking for a volunteer to paint the Coultings phone box.
Our next meeting will be on Tuesday 21 September 2021 at 7.30pm in Fiddington Village Hall.
st

Tina Gardener
Clerk to Fiddington Parish Council
clerk@fiddington-pc.org.uk
www.fiddington-pc.org.uk

200 Club – July Draw
It was a pleasure to take advantage of a real-life Village social event to make this month’s draw.
During the successful ‘Flower Show’ tabletop sale, the following numbers were drawn by Rosie and
Bob Keene.
The winners, both from Fiddington, are:
£30 – Nbr 88: Mrs Marianne Parr
£50 – Nbr 55: Mrs Bernadette Page
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St Martin of Tours, Fiddington
Church Services for August
Following the Prime Minister’s decision to lift all Covid Restrictions in England from the 19 of July, a
meeting of the clergy and representatives from each of the parishes of the benefice was held. The
decisions taken were as below and will apply until further notice.
th

1. As from the first Sunday in August there will be a return to the normal service schedule where the
availability of clergy permits.
2. Measures for track and trace and hand sanitizing will be in place.
3. Social distancing between pews and congregation members will continue.
4. Facemasks will continue to be worn in church.
5. Gentle singing behind facemasks will be permitted and the congregation will remain seated for
hymns.
6. Communion will continue to be by wafer only with communicants hand sanitizing before
reception.
7. Coffee will not be served inside to maintain social distancing within the building.
8. A final hymn may be sung outside with the congregation standing in lines. Wearing a face
covering is advised. Singing whilst standing in a circle or without a facemask is not advisable.
Services for August at St Martin’s, Fiddington:
Sunday August 1 9am Eucharist
Sunday 8 9am Eucharist
Sunday 15 9am Eucharist (BCP)
Sunday 22 and Sunday 29 United Benefice Service at Stogursey at 10.30am
st

th

th

nd

th

ALSO
Every Tuesday at 10.30m there is an on line Home Group and every Wednesday at 10.30 am there is an
online service with hymns, prayers and a thought for the day. Everyone is most welcome to all or any
online events and the access code/meeting ID is 871 855 3016

Dates for the Diary – it’s still hoped these will go ahead:

Strawberry Cream Tea
Sunday August 29th. At the marquee at the village Hall. 3pm.

Sausage Sizzle and Quiz
-The return of this ever popular event!

Saturday September 18th in the Village Hall at 6.30pm for 7pm.
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Christopher Isaac
Many of you will have heard of the sudden death of Chris Isaac
on 5 June from cardio-respiratory failure, due to his underlying
condition which was diagnosed when he was 3½ years old. We
would like to thank everyone for all the good wishes, prayers,
cards and donations to the Society for Mucopolysaccharide
Diseases (MPS). We appreciate the support of residents of
Fiddington past and present throughout his life. We would also
like to thank especially Sarah from Grandfield & Sons who
organised his funeral so sensitively according to our wishes. We
are thankful that the weekend before Chris died unexpectedly,
we had a family reunion with Natalie and Bryn and family - the
first time we had been altogether since Christmas 2019 due to
the pandemic.
Chris was born in Fiddington in 1980 and lived most of his life
here. He attended school with his brother and sister. On finishing
college he wanted to live independently in his own flat and he
became a well-known character in Bridgwater, never missing the Fair or the Carnival. When the
pandemic struck, he returned to Fiddington to “shield” with us and had decided to live here again
permanently. He was still looking forward to so many events.
Chris was remarkable the way he tackled life with such a positive attitude, despite his progressive
condition. He usually had a smile on his face when he was out and about and approached life
fearlessly with quick-witted comments for each situation. He was a brave soul - a little person with a
big presence and determination and we shall miss him very much.
The Isaac family at Beckdell, Church Road, Fiddington

The Marion Evered Trust
You may have noticed the new bench outside of Nether Stowey
Fire station. This has been put in place by the family in memory
of the Trust’s namesake Marion Evered and also her late
husband Bob Evered.
Bob was commanding officer at the station, both at its original
location in Castle street as well as at its current location and
Marion was Somerset’s first Fire lady also serving at both
stations between 1961 and 1982.
It has been put there to celebrate their lives and time in the
brigade and a place to sit and rest and watch the world go by.

.

Fundraising Event news
Unfortunately the planned duck race on Friday 6th August at
Fiddington has been cancelled. We hope to resume this
popular event next year.
We are also planning to hold a Christmas raffle with some great
prizes, more details on this will also be released later in the
year.
Thanks for your continued support and hopefully we can see
you all soon.
Ian Barrow
www.fiddingtonvillage
hall.co.uk
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Olympian Sports Wordsearch
Can you find 19 Olympic Sports in the grid?
And which are missing?!
Answers on the back page
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Good Olympic Knowledge ?
Try this

Quick Quiz

C S
Answers on back page

1.

What device was used to light the Cauldron at
Barcelona in 1992?
a. Slingshot
b. Bow & Arrow
c. Racing pigeon

4.

In what Sydney swimming event did Eric
“ the Eel” compete?
a. 50 metre butterfly
b. 100 metre breaststroke
c. 100 metre freestyle

2.

How fast was Ben Johnson’s disqualified world
record in the 100 metres at Seoul?
a. 9.79
b. 9.89
c. 9.99

5.

At Tokyo in 1964 swimmer Dawn Fraser
got into hot water after stealing Emperor
Hirohito’s:
a. Olympic fountain pen
b. Olympic flag
c. Heart

3.

In the 2016 Rio Olympics ,US Simone Biles won
gold in which 3 disciplines?
a. Floor, vault, beam
b. All-around, floor, beam
c. All-around,vault,floor

6.

Usain Bolt’s 100 gold in 2008 was
hampered by what?
a. An untied shoelace
b. A bad night’s sleep
c. A mid-race hamstring cramp

www.fiddingtonvillage
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So who won the Fiddington potato
competition, 2021?
Need one ask?
And who won the tallest sunflower?
This is surely already known, even though the vital statistic might be
lacking.
Put it this way: after the shocking upsets of last year, order has been
restored. The competition was keen: some 17 contestants for the taters,
and 11 survivors for the sunflowers after the lousy weather earlier on.
The best three results in each case were as follows:
Jim Marchant

6lb 3oz

Nancy Small

4lb 14oz

Dennis Harkness 4lb 3oz
Tallest sunflower?
Juliet Harkness

8ft 1in

Theo (of the House of Cridge) 6ft 9in
Jackie Matthews

5ft 10in

Special congratulations to Theo, who as an up and coming young
cultivator has shown nine other contestants, old enough to grow better,
how it is done. Watch out, Juliet!
Modest prizes will be awarded.
----------------------------------------------------

Breaking News!
Conversations have taken place behind the hedges and walls of Fiddington, in
part inspired by some of the magnificent hollyhocks to be seen around the place
this year. Accordingly, the plan is to give the sunflowers a rest next year, in
favour of the tallest hollyhock.

Winning sunflower on right.
Larger flower hangs
head in shame! (Ed)

Said hollyhocks to be germinated and grown by contestants from their own seed
sources….colour immaterial.
Bear in mind! Your best chance will be to sow the seeds this year, for these are
biennials. The challenge gets harder! (Ah, but the rewards! Those magnificent
hollyhocks, all colours, reaching to the summer skies of Somerset!).
But there’s no plan to change the taters…..
Rod & Jenny Cole

www.fiddingtonvillage
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Post Bag
We have the following dates booked in for fireworks at
Quantock Lakes in 2021.
As noted previously we will aim to fire before 10.30pm
to ensure disruption is kept to a minimum. I will update
this list and recirculate if additional dates are added or
removed.

Saturday 7th August 2021
Saturday 21st August 2021
Saturday 28th August 2021
Thursday 2nd September 2021
Friday 3rd September 2021
Saturday 20th November 2021
Kind Regards
Naomi Hansford

Photo Rick Holt

(thanks for the warning Naomi - Ed)

Having moved on to a new liquid ink printer,
I have an HP Envy 5644 printer print, scan, copy, photo - going for free to anybody who
would like it.
Probably new ink cartridges required.

27/7/2021 Drama in Whitnell!
After a few mini power cuts from
7am Whitnell was powerless
until Western Electric diagnosed
the problem - the culprit was
not the storms but a squirrel
attempting an aerial display –
one attempt too many

Please ring Sue Young on 01278 733554

Trevor
Hutter

Postbridge, Dartmoor

Copse on North Hill, Minehead

“ I belong to the Fiddington Art Group; I’ve been painting for 3-4 years using oil paint as a
medium. I like landscapes and seascapes mainly from photographs and my imagination. I am
inspired by artists like Constable, John Inness and Van Gogh.”

SOMERSET OPEN STUDIOS 2021
Live and on-line !
18 Sept - 3 Oct 2021 For more details, please see: somersetartworks.org.uk/what-we-do/art-weeks/or contact
Paul Newman at Somerset Art Works on 07715 528441 or paul.newman@somersetartworks.org.uk
somersetartworks.org.uk

www.fiddingtonvillage
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Nod's Zucchini slice
( Nod, real name Monica, is the sister of a great friend of mine)
serves 4, can be halved, but use 3 eggs

Ingredients
370gms zucchini (or courgette to the French)
1 large onion
4 or 5 rashers of bacon
160gms SR flour ( Nod lives in NZ so she says 1 cup)
160 gms grated cheese ( 1 cup)
125 mls oil ( 1/2 cup)
5 eggs
salt and pepper

Method
Grate unpeeled zucchini coarsely, finely chop the onion and bacon
Combine the zucchini, onion, bacon, cheese, sifted flour and lightly beaten eggs.
Season with salt and pepper.
Pour into a well greased tin-base measuring about 16cm x 26 cm ( or a round quiche
dish)
Bake in a moderate oven for about 40 minutes, or until browned.
The deeper the dish the longer it will take.

Our Master of Wine recommends . .
Either a light red or white will do ,but you will need plenty of acidity to cut
through all that richness. Chardonnay rarely lets you down, but this time we head
off to cooler bits of Australia for a few ideas. Sainsbury's Taste the Difference
Barossa Chardonnay is not too oakey and comes from a long established area.
Morrison's has the Koonuga Hill Chardonnay from the giant Penfolds company.
For the reds it's tempting to head off to Beaujoalis again - 2019 and 2020 were
brilliant vintages - Morrisons The Best Beaujolais Villages should be good (I used
to help blend this!). Sainsbury's has the tropical but fresh Pinot Noir from Cono
Sur in Chile. Loire reds should be terrific, but the supermarkets don't have them.
The excellent wine Society does, so order the 2018 Saumur Rouge, Les
Plantagenets - lovely red currant fruit, light tannins and fresh acidity.

Why the Wine Society?
Most online or mail order wine organisations are a bit of a con. They often inflate their prices and then
use the margin to make what look like impressive discounts - they rarely are. The Wine
Society doesn't. It was founded in 1874 and is owned by its members. You buy a £40 share when you
join. Your children can inherit the share!.Their service is excellent and their buyers are some of the best
in the trade - most of them are Masters of Wine. Despite its size (it now sells over £100 million a year),
it hasn't lost its emphasis on quality, value and service. If you don't like a wine you get an instant
refund. You do have to buy a minimum of 12 bottles to avoid a delivery charge. On my
recommendation several Fiddington folk have joined it and have been impressed. By the way, the
Society doesn't offer any reward for introducing new members - it doesn't do that sort of thing!
Robin Kinahan
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Missed collections: report online and please bear with us

Residents are urged to report missed collections online as disruption continues for Somerset’s waste services.

The nationwide driver shortage and local pressures have seen delays to Somerset Waste Partnership (SWP) waste collections in
recent weeks.
There have been improvements but still too many collections are being missed and crews cannot always return as quickly as
they should when missed collections are reported.
SWP and its collections contractor, SUEZ, apologise for the inconvenience and are working hard to get services back on track.
But there is no quick fix and disruption is likely to continue for some time.
The “My Waste Services” feature on www.somersetwaste.gov.uk is available 24/7 and the quickest way to report a missed
collection and make contact with SWP.

Please check SWP's website somersetwaste.gov.uk. for updates and follow @somersetwaste on Facebook.

(Content editted. Please go to website for full article. Ed.)

Library News
Calling all Primary Schoolchildren!
The annual READING CHALLENGE has begun
and lasts the whole of August.
For details, visit the Thomas Poole Community
Library in Nether Stowey.
Opening hours are:
Monday,Wednesday, Saturday 10am-1pm
Friday 10am-1pm and 2-4pm
For adults there are plenty of new books to take
on loan

M

The valiant Wayne mows for the village
Photo: Rod Cole
A warm Welcome ,Jan and Ken Almond, to
the village where they have moved into
‘The Bartons’.
They have come here from
Gloucestershire and more recently from
Coombe Bottom near Taunton.

ngazer

If you should find yourself wandering aimlessly around the garden at 11pm ish on the 12th of
August have a look up and you may be lucky enough to see a shooting star.
At this time every year the Perseid meteor shower brings us a wonderful display, look toward
the northern sky for a few minutes and you should see a bright streak flash across the sky.
They are caused by dust cast off by the comet that goes by the catchy name of 109P Swift
Tuttle.
As the comet flies through space it leaves a trail of dust and debris behind it, at this time every
year the Earth passes through the dust trail and as the dust enters the earth's atmosphere it
burns up to produce the bright trails across the sky.
Try lying on a sun lounger to watch them, it is breathtaking when one flashes by.
Steve Page
www.fiddingtonvillage
hall.co.uk
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Saturday Sept 11th

Outdoor Jumble Sale

Saturday Sept 18th

Sausage Sizzle Quiz

Saturday Sept 25th

Village Party

Saturday Oct 2nd

Book Swap Starts

Sunday

Oct 17th

“Hamlet Act Six” Shakespeare Live

Saturday Nov 6th

Village Hall Quiz & Supper

Olympian Wordsearch Answers:

fiddingtonnews@gmail.com

Weightlifting, gymnastics, sailing, karate, equestrian,
skateboarding, kayak, swimming, diving, pentathlon,
athletics, wrestling, rowing, archery, shooting, fencing,
triathlon, taekwondo, judo

Deadline
for the next Issue is

( no room for the rest- how many others do you know? Ed)

Quick Quiz Answers
1 -b
2 -a
3 -c

4-c
5-b
6-a

www.fiddingtonvillage
hall.co.uk

August 25th

Please send articles/photos/letters by
email or by post to
Juliet Harkness
Redwood, Whitnell, TA5 1JE
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