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Hall Committee News
How lovely that we have some traditional colder weather. I like nothing better than popping on a warm
jumper, enjoying the autumn colours and feeling the warmth of a fire!

September 2018

Hopefully you have all put in your requests for the Christmas Meal on 8th December, 7pm. John Taylor is
hoping to delight us with another micro-pantomime. Hannah Ovett is beating the choir into shape so that a
few Christmas songs can be sung at the start of the evening. Booking details are in this News Letter.
Carols around the Tree Tuesday 18th December, 6.30pm will be followed by the usual mulled wine and
mince pies in the hall. So hopefully it will be a dry evening and all you will need is some thick winter
woollies and a torch!
On behalf of the Hall Committee, we wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy 2019.
News continued on Page 2...
Heather Hawley 01278 734624 / 07887684245. mummyhawley@hotmail.com.
www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk
Village Hall Committee Chair.
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Village Hall News continued................
The Kitchen Project is progressing. Good News! As I write this the kitchen has been extended, pipes and
electrics laid and cladding to the walls just being finished. Interestingly, there was no drainage in the
kitchen to the cess pit. It all ran through a drain at the base of the sink cupboard in the Meaker room! This
has been rectified with no complications. Thanks to Bridgwater Flooring and Gary the floor is finished! They also
hope to do the toilet areas in December rather than January too. That means we have a decent amount of time to
have the kitchen fitted before the Christmas Dinner on 8 th ! We have had another grant for £5,000 accepted

towards this project so we should be able to get the extras we wanted plus the hall and stage floor
renovated.
The Jumble Sale went well, with some very satisfied customers. The Bingo did not attract the numbers we
had hoped for but it was still a good evening. Nancy Small came along, getting in a last (and possibly
first?!) bingo session before she hits yet another BIG birthday!
Disappointing...
We have not had anyone come forward to come onto the Hall Committee, nor to deliver any of the News
Letters. This is very disappointing as it means that more work is loaded onto those who already do a lot for
the community.
On its own, the hall hardly earns enough to cover heating bills etc., let alone cover the costs of ongoing
maintenance. Keeping the village and hall in the it's present state is only continued by those who live in
the area giving various amounts of their time and applying for grants. If the support continues to reduce in
numbers then the village will have to rely on many more big events to bring in an income with a
detrimental effect to the area I fear. I'll say no more, the choice is yours!
Trouble...We continue to have youngsters (10 years and upwards) climbing onto the hall roof, spraying
water over building equipment and generally getting into mischief. Please can you be observant and
report anything you think might relate to this. Thank you.
Wedding Fair Sunday 17th February 2019 11am to 3pm at Fiddington Village Hall. To find out more or
book a pitch see our website.
Want to know more? See fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk.
Or contact me, Heather Hawley 01278 734624 / 07887684245. mummyhawley@hotmail.com.
Heather Hawley (Village Hall Committee Chair)
fiddingtonnews@gmail.com

Very Best Christmas Wishes
from The editor and Family

Deadline for January 2019 is Friday 21st December
email as above or in writing to:

Juliet Harkness

Redwood,Whitnell, BRIDGWATER TA5 1JE

www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk
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Ruth and
Richard wish all

Greetings
and
Best
Wishes to All
from
Nancy Small

our friends in
Fiddington a very
merry Christmas
and a Happy New
Year

Happy
Christmas to
all my friends
in Fiddington
from
Jane Zambra

Paul and Andrea
wish all Fiddington
friends and neighbours
a Very Happy Festive
Season and a Very
Healthy New Year

Sue & David
Young send all Good
Wishes to their
friends and
neighbours for a Very
Merry Christmas and
a Happy New Year

John and Carol would
like to wish everyone a
Happy Christmas
and a Happy, Healthy
New Year

www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk

David,Pat and
Jon Scott
send all their
friends and neighbours
Best Wishes for
Christmas and

the New Year

Meryl Holder would
like to wish all her friends
in Fiddington a very
Happy Christmas and a
peaceful New Year

Michael, Martin,
Diana and Max and all
the Hill family send
Greetings to everyone
in the Parish and Wish
them a Very
Happy Christmas
and New Year

Ruth & Mike
Short send
Season’s
Greetings to all
our friends in
Fiddington
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Sunday Services for St Martins, Fiddington for December:

Sunday 2 December Eucharist 9am
Sunday 9 December Eucharist 9am
nd
th

Wednesday December 12 Christingle Service 5pm
th

at the Village Hall
Sunday December 16 Carol Service 4pm
th

Sunday 23 December Joint Benefice Service at Kilve at 10am
rd

December 24 Christmas Eve Eucharist 9pm
th

Sunday December 30 Joint Benefice Service at Stogursey 10am
th

Please come and join us for our Christingle Service in the village hall
on Wednesday 12 December at 5pm.
This is a lovely event for children and much enjoyed by all last year.
Everyone of every age is very welcome. Refreshments afterwards.
th

The village choir will be singing at the Carol Service again this year on
Sunday December 16th. Come along and enjoy singing carols and hearing the
readings with tea and mince pies afterwards.

N.B. There is no Christmas Day service at Fiddington this year as it is our ‘turn’ for the Christmas Eve
Eucharist. There are Christmas Day services at: Stolford, Eucharist 9am, Holy Communion at Holford 9.30am,
Family Service at East Quantoxshead 9.30am, Family Eucharist at Kilve at 10am, Family Eucharist at Stogursey
at 10.30 am.
Easy Fundraising. This is the time of year when we are all frantically shopping for Christmas and many of us
use on line shopping. If you do, please would you consider purchasing through the easy Fundraising website
(www.easyfundraising.org.uk) and putting in St Martin of Tours Fiddington as your choice for donations?
This allows our village church to collect a small donation from the seller for each purchase you make, at no
extra cost to you. There are a huge number of stores which are part of the scheme. Every little helps! Thank
you.
St. Martin’s Church – Fabric Fund 200 Club Draw 2019
Thank you to everyone who purchased tickets for the 2018 draw which, after the final draw scheduled to take place
at the Fiddington Christmas Dinner on 8th December, will have resulted in £1,050 being distributed in prizes.
Those who purchased numbers in the 2018 draw will receive new tickets in December with an invitation to
continue into 2019. An application form for new members will be printed in the January 2019 Fiddington Newsletter,
with the first draw of 2019 being made at the Village Hall Book Swap in February.
Paul Matthews.

www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk
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Friends of Nether Stowey Library
Your Community Library
It is decided. From March 29th 2019 it's OUT. No, not
Brexit but the withdrawal of County support for Nether
Stowey Library. But the Library shall continue. FoNSL
will become a registered charity, volunteers will be
trained to staff the desk, etc, and the heritage building
(built as a school by Tom Poole) saved from conversion
into housing.
If you would like to be one of those volunteers, please
call in at the Library and pick up a form. The more we
have, the fewer hours will be required of each!
On December 12th at 7.30 we have our traditional 'bring
your own' meeting, when anyone can read poetry or
prose (mostly about the festive season). It's free, even
including the mulled wine and mince pies. A chance to
meet us all and to discover more about the Library's
future.
Dennis Harkness - tel 733245

!SKI-FIT!
Monday sessions of circuit
/training fitness in December
and January will be a fun
workout specifically for preparing
for the snow slopes –
(ed:who knows, we may not need to
go abroad!)

All welcome!

6.15pm
www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk
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Gardening with Berry
AUTUMNAL AMBUSH
If, like me autumn above all makes you think of leaves, leaves and leaves; then
this year autumn passed fast. All this year’s leaf bar those on the yearly stubborn
‘Quercus robur’ Oak trees have withered and died with grace. I’ve kept now for
four years a detailed diary of the gardens at work and last year at this time we still
had green leaves! Not to worry though, it just means that valuable job can be carried
out now instead of very late December and new year.
Collecting those leaves in a black punctured bag is the norm to create leaf mould.
Leaf mould is basically decaying leaves but while having no nutritional value, are a
superb soil conditioner adding both depth, drainage and improved structure to soils. 15 acres of trees and black
bags sounds frustrating so we use compost bays dedicated to leaf mould and cover them with chemical free carpet.
These, as can a bag should be turned every three months for a year. After a year you have what can only be
described as Gardener’s Gold! Here, a before and after photograph.
Another job to do this month is to move all your pots indoors.
If they can’t retreat indoors then consider wrapping them in
bubble wrap and then a layer of hessian. Dahlias if not already
done so can be cut back to eight-inch stems, dug up and put in
soil under protection. Most herbaceous perennials can now be
cut back if you prefer clear beds over winter. However, all manner
of insects and thus birds will love you if that sterile personality can
be suppressed. I have still seen ladybirds at work so have decided to
leave the herbaceous border looking like the remnants of a fire
for winter. Hollow stems and ground debris of
leaf and twig will provide nooks and crannies for insects to overwinter in. Remember to cut all dead growth back in
spring so you have a clean canvas for the 2019 growing season! 2019 can wait for now, next month I have some
great projects to share with you, in particular homemade bird feeders and the start of my favourite activity; fruit
tree and rose pruning. Though I may leave rose pruning for a month of its own…
Now, it’s nearly Christmas! I can say that now? So, make your own Christmas wreath. Cut down some Cornus alba
‘Sibirica’ stems leaving three buds though so that any die back from frost over winter can be cut out in spring whilst
preserving at least one bud. Four to six of these stems are then woven into a circle corkscrewing round each other.
They hold themselves together. Next, collect moss and liberally string tie it all round the display side to be covering
the stem hoop. Finally, grab your holly, Christmas box, sedum, yew twigs and have fun sewing it into that dense
layer of moss! This time of year evergreens provide the colour and berries interest; the show offs can find the ivy
seed heads as well! You can of course go modern with grass display wreaths or even just the plain hoop of striking
red Cornus stems; if you like that sort of thing.If you’d like to see a wreath, I shall be making one for St Martins
Church porch door so do stroll in and have a look!
(ed: the very one pictured on our front cover!)

www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk
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From the Village Cook’s Kitchen…
.

Chicken Cassoulet for 6 - 8
Rib-sticking for cold winter days.
200g dried haricot beans
500g spicy Italian sausage ( or Toulouse sausage)
250g thick pork sausages
4 large chicken thighs
4 (1kg) single chicken breasts on the bone
1 tablespoon good vegetable oil
3 rashers bacon , sliced
2 good cloves of garlic, crushed
3 cloves
12 black peppercorns
1 stick celery, sliced
4 medium carrots sliced (480g ish)
2 medium onions sliced (about 300g)
125mls dry white wine
1.5 litres water
2 tablespoon tomato puree.

Place the beans in a bowl, cover well with cold water, cover, and stand overnight.
Drain the beans. Add all the sausages to a large pan of boiling water, boil uncovered, for 2 minutes and
drain. Remove the skin from all the chicken, cut the breasts in half. Heat the oil in a large flame proof
casserole (5 litre capacity) , add the chicken and sausages in batches and brown. Remove and drain on
kitchen paper. Slice the sausages.
Add the bacon to the same pot and cook, stirring till crisp. Drain on kitchen paper.
Return chicken to pot, with beans, cloves, garlic, peppercorns, celery, carrots, onions wine, water and
tomato puree Cover and. bake in a moderate oven for 1 1/2 hrs. Add the sausages, cover again and bake
for a further 30 minutes or until sausages are cooked.
Serve with sprinkled with the bacon - and a bit of chopped parsley for looks.

Our Master of Wine
recommends:
Almost any New World Wine will go with this. Best
would be:A Chardonnay. Don’t go for the ones from Central
Valley, Chile or SE Australia. They won’t have the acidity
needed to cut through the richness of this dish.
You’ll need to pay £1 or so more, but it’ll be worth it.
A Cabernet Sauvignon red from the New World will also
do you well. The Cabernet has a naturally good acidity ,
so you can buy from the cheaper areas with some
confidence

www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk
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Report from Fiddington PC
Fiddington Parish Council held an additional meeting in October to discuss planning 28/18/00006 for the
reinstatement of the bell turret in the village hall, the parish council supported this application and it was
subsequently approved by Sedgemoor District Council
The scheduled meeting was held on 12th November and items discussed included;
Village Defibrillators
We have been successful in our grant application to the Somerset Community Foundation (SCF) for two
defibrillators and lockable cabinets for the phone boxes in Church Road and Coultings. These will be
installed in the new year. It would be really appreciated if we could have some volunteers to check the
defibrillators on a weekly basis (training will be provided), if you are interested please contact the Clerk or
any Parish Councillor. Included in the package will be awareness training for all those that are interested,
this will be arranged in the new year and will be publicised nearer the time.
Village Emergency Telephone Service (VETS)
The defibrillators are being supplied by The Community HeartBeat Trust who also supply the VETS which
the council are very interested in. VETS is a community run system and enables up to 10 neighbours to
assist pending the arrival of the emergency services. The system can be used for any emergency where
additional help is required from neighbours. For assistance you ring the VETS number which
simultaneously rings all ten volunteers, once the call is accepted by a volunteer the call to the other nine is
terminated. If you are interested in becoming a volunteer, please let the Clerk or a Councillor know. More
details of this scheme can be found on our website.
Parish Precept for 2019/20
The precept is currently £4,100 and has only increased by £50 in 8 years. Councillors agreed to increase the
precept by £200 to cover the annual costs of the defibrillators.
Connecting Devon and Somerset
Have developed a survey to gather people's broadband needs and compare whether these needs are met
by the service they receive. The survey is open to all residents and businesses within Devon and Somerset
and in addition to capturing the impact from the new infrastructure, it will help us identify the broadband
needs across our counties and the data will influence our future Digital Strategy. The survey asks questions
about currently available speeds, what homes or businesses can and cannot do with their existing
broadband and the levels of satisfaction with their provider. The survey typically takes about five minutes
to complete online and can be found at www.connectingdevonandsomerset.co.uk/broadband-user-survey.
Surviving Winter Appeal
Somerset Community Foundation has launched this year’s Surviving Winter campaign, which encourages
people to join the growing number of contributors who donate some or all of their Winter Fuel Payment to
help local people living in fuel poverty. To donate to Surviving Winter, visit www.somersetcf.org.uk/winter
or call 01749 344949, if you donate online between midday Tuesday 27 November and midday Tuesday 4
December your donation will be doubled.
Our next meeting will be on Tuesday 22nd January 2019 at 7.30pm in Fiddington Village Hall. Everyone is
welcome to attend.
Tina Gardener
Clerk to Fiddington Parish Council
clerk@fiddington-pc.org.uk
www.fiddington-pc.org.uk

www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk
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Fiddington WI met on Thursday, 15th November . Kathryn and Ben Flenley joined us to talk
about the Kathryn’s Mercy Home Trust (UK).

This is the British Charity that supports the work of Rev J. Jeyapaul with Dalit children and families in Devokottai,
Tamil Nadu, South East India, a flat, dry, hot barren part of the continent with only one monsoon a year.
The Dalits are also known as ‘the untouchables’, the lowest of the caste system, and live in extreme poverty in
remote rural villages. Housing is basic, without electricity or running water and open sewers run through the villages.
Without education children can only follow in their parents footsteps , leaving school at the age of nine to work in the
fields.
Amidst this deprivation Kathryn’s Mercy Home stands as a beacon of hope providing board, lodging and an
education for Dalit children until the age of 16 or 17. It gives them the opportunity to study for a profession or go on to
College or University. This gives them and their families the chance to escape grinding poverty.
There are also five related projects in Devakottai. The Girls Hostel, The Home for Elderly Ladies, The Rural Child
Development Centre, Kathryn’s Nursery and Primary School, Vocational Training and Medical Programmes.
A very interesting and enlightening talk on a number of levels and definitely a charity worth supporting. More
information can be found online.
We are holding our Group Carol Service in St Martin’s on Friday, 7th December at 2 30pm and our final meeting of
the year on Thursday, December 20th 7pm, which will be our Christmas Party.
If anyone would like to consider visiting us with a view to joining next year please do phone me. We are a small but
very friendly group and visitors are always assured of a warm welcome.

Jackie Matthews. 01278 732175.

Sizzle Quiz Whizzes

The Sausage Sizzle and Quiz was won this year by
the team "Swiss Alliance"- Diana Hill, Martin Cook,
Andreire Hurst and Martin Hill.
(bang on ! ed)

www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk
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Village Hall Bell Tower
The Planning and Building Control applications have been
submitted to Sedgemoor District Council and our Parish
Council considered and supported the application on Monday
15th October.
Because St Martin's Church is a Grade II listed building the
application was referred to SDC's Conservation Officer. I think
the Officer was suitably impressed. I quote “The proposals
would reinstate lost architectural detailing which is clearly well
justified. The impact on the nearby heritage assets would be
very limited”. The recommendation to the Planning Officers
was : No Objection. This is as close as it gets to a ringing
endorsement !

BE WARE !
Sadly our lovely rural village is not immune
to the attention of criminals and thieves. Noone knows this more than our friends up at
Keenthorne Garage. Don’t let these people
think we are an easy option - keep a wary eye
open.
Our heartfelt thoughts and wishes go to
Mike, Alan and their team this Christmas
(editor)

Richard Brazier painted a very fine picture of Hall anticipating
the project conclusion. Richard based his interpretation on
original 1891 drawings and David Scott's architectural plans.
The artistic licence adds a new and appealing dimension ,so
much so that the painting was sold by auction at St Martin's
Harvest Supper. Numbered prints, signed by the artist will also
be available at £10 or £30 if framed. In addition cards will be
printed and can be purchased for £1.50. The proceeds will help
to defray recent additional costs. If you would like a print or
cards please contact either a Village Hall committee member or
Richard directly.

www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk

Paul Crosland.
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