Fiddington News
December 2019
We are grateful to Hinkley Point B Power Station, EDF Energy, for printing this Newsletter.

Hall Committee News
Fiddington News

We are sorry that the showing of the Rugby World Cup was plagued by the screen freezing - particularly at
key moments! It turns out that our Broadband was too slow to cope. We have arranged for an upgrade,
which will have been done by the time you receive this News. It shouldn't happen again. Anyway, the
cooked breakfast was delicious.

September 2018

Our Jumble Sale on Nov 9th was a great success, raising about £550. Many thanks for the many people
who helped achieve this. It's worth noting that the three Jumble Sales accounted for 26% of our income in
the 2018-19 financial year.
The AGM: More people than I ever remember joined us at the AGM. It's an indication of how much they
value our hall. We had lots of ideas discussed, which was very valuable. Those of us who have dogs, need
to get them in training - a dog show might happen! At this year’s AGM, I outlined the financial difficulties we
will face this financial year, which finishes August 2020. Due to unexpected costs, such as having to buy a
new oil tank ,dealing with the stove problem and a fall off in regular bookings we are likely to record a deficit
for the first time in many years. We are nowhere near a financial crisis, but our reserves will slip below the
two years costs that we try to maintain. We do need to try to increase the use of the hall.
It is worth remembering what the hall now offers, if you or anybody else wants to use it - a lovely
refurbished interior - a brilliant sound and vision system - wifi - upgraded broadband - a catering standard
kitchen - ample parking - competitive hire rates. We have had great feedback from the various events and
weddings that have taken place this year.
Please can you remember our hall if you need a venue for a party or an event or if you know anybody
outside the village who might want to use it.
Thank you
The events for December are the Christmas dinner on Saturday 14th and Carols Round the Tree on the
18th at 6.30pm. (see diary on the back page)
We have until Dec 4th to get your bookings in to Carol Taylor. John Taylor is organising another mini
pantomime and a cast is being assembled, who might not forget their lines. As always, it should be a good
evening. The Carols round the tree will be followed by mulled wine and mince pies in the hall.
On behalf of the Committee Best wishes to all for a happy festive season and Christmas.

Robin Kinahan
Saturday Nov 10th (Chair of the Village Hall Committee)
2pm

Dates this Month

JUMBLE SALE
www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk
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A Very Happy
Christmas &
New Year to all
our lovely
friends in
Fiddington
from the Parr
Family

Carol & John would
like to wish all our friends
a very Happy Christmas
and a peaceful & healthy
New Year

Our Christmas good
wishes to all our Fiddington
friends and neighbours. May
we also wish you all a very
happy new year.
Rick and Sally Holt.

Best Wishes
to friends and
neighbours for
Christmas and
the New
Year from
Clive

A Warm Fiddington (and Parish) Welcome to James & Angela U’Dell and their
family who recently move in to Whitnell. We hope you are very happy here.
fiddingtonnews@gmail.com

Very Best Wishes for Christmas
and the new year
from The Editor and Family

Deadline for January 2020 is Friday 20th December
email as above or in writing to: Juliet Harkness

Redwood,Whitnell, BRIDGWATER TA5 1JE

PS: I would like to apologise for the glaring error in last month’s issue- neither I nor my proof reader
noticed so I’m hoping a few readers were also unaware... spot this month’s deliberate mistake?!
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Greetings
and
Best
Wishes to All
from
Nancy Small

Happy
Christmas to
everyone and
Good Wishes for
the New Year
from
Sheila & Arthur

Paul and Andrea
wish all Fiddington
friends and
neighbours a Very
Happy Festive Season
and a Very Healthy
New Year

Sue and David Young
send their very best wishes
to all friends and
neighbours for a very
Merry Christmas and
Happy and Healthy New
Year.

Merry Christmas
and a
Happy New Year
to all my friends
from

Robin and Jenny
wish our
Fiddington
friendss a Very
Happy Christmas

Jane Zambra

Peter Spear would
like to wish all his
friends in Fiddington
a Merry Christmas
and a
Happy New Year

Ruth & Mike Short
wish all their friends
in Fiddington a
Joyous Christmas and
a Happy New Year

Hilary and Alan wish
everyone best wishes for
the Christmas season and a
very happy and healthy
new year

Jackie and Paul
Matthews wish
everyone in Fiddington
parish a
Very Happy Christmas
and a Peaceful 2020
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Sunday Services for St Martins, Fiddington for December:
Sunday December 8 Eucharist 9am
th

Sunday December 15 Carol Service 4pm
th

Sunday December 22 Eucharist (BCP) 9am
nd

December 24th Christmas Eve Eucharist at 9pm

There is no service at Fiddington on Christmas Day but for those wishing to go to a service:

There are Eucharist Services at 9am at Stolford, 9.30 at Holford (BCP), East Quantoxshead and West
Quantoxshead, 10am at Kilve and 10.30am at Stogursey.
The Benefice Carols by Candlelight Service will be held on Sunday December 22 at Stogursey at 6.30pm
nd

200 Club Draw
The November draw took place at the Sausage Sizzle. The winning ticket for £50 was won by John Hancock of
Fiddington and the £30 ticket was won by Annie Evans of Fiddington.

Sausage Sizzle and Quiz
Once again this was a most enjoyable evening with an excellent turnout. Thank you to all those who came
and made it such a successful evening which raised a total of £486.72 for church funds. It wouldn’t be
possible to keep our beautiful church in good repair without your support. The PCC is most grateful.

Soup Lunch
The first Soup Lunch was held on Thursday Nov. 21 Twenty two people came and enjoyed a bowl of soup
(plenty of seconds!) and bread rolls with fruit, tea and coffee to follow. It was agreed that it was a great
opportunity to catch up with others for a good chat. The next Soup Lunch will be on Thursday December 19
so take a little time out of your Christmas preparations and join us at the Village Hall from 12.30pm to 2pm.
Donations to cover the costs but any spare will go to St Martin’s.
st.

th

Used Stamps
In these days of emails we get few personal letters with actual
stamps on them. If you do receive a letter or card please could
you think to save the stamp(s) for the RNIB? There is a box at
the back of the church on the first pew to the left inside the door
for you to put them in. They may be rubbish to you and me but
apparently they can be put to use and the proceeds go to this
worthy cause. Christmas Cards will be coming soon so a healthy
harvest of stamps might be forthcoming with your help.
Many thanks.
Jenny Kinahan
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David Pay

It is with great sadness I inform you
all that Dave Pay passed away during
the morning of Tuesday November the
19th.
His death was both sudden and
unexpected.
I am sure your thoughts and wishes
will be with Julie at this most difficult
of times.
Rick Holt.
Funeral Arrangements for Dave Pay
There will be a private funeral at Fiddington on
Wednesday December 11th followed by a public
Cremation and Funeral at 1pm at Sedgemoor
Crematorium. You are all invited to the Cottage
Inn afterwards.
No flowers please. Donations to the RSPCA and
the Devon Air Ambulance.

The Thomas Poole Library

You are invited to the Thomas Poole Library
in Nether Stowey for Wednesday 11th December
at 7.30. This is the annual treat, free of charge,
when everyone can bring something festive (or
otherwise) to read. There’ll be mulled wine and
fruit cup, mince pies and music to add to the
pleasure of the occasion. This is a chance to visit
your community library.
Dennis Harkness

A trustworthy cause
The Marion Evered Trust cancer charity had a
presentation evening to celebrate another year of
successful fundraising for the Oak children’s Ward at
Musgrove hospital. Linda Whiteford attended the
evening on behalf of the ward and received £12000
which was gratefully received.
She explained that this years funding will go towards a
play area refurbishment as well as a ventilator and a
machine to help locate veins that are difficult to see.
The trust would like to thank all those that helped and
supported them at various fund raising events
throughout the year and wish everyone a happy
Christmas and prosperous and healthy new year.
More information can be found about the trust and
future events on their Facebook page.

I understand freedom of movement
I help people reach their goals
I teach pilates
1-1 equipment based/ group classes

emma

Back row: Jane Ayre. Kieran Barrow. Courtney Barrow.
Madeline Davey. Sharon Barrow. Sara Barrow
Front row:
Lauren Barrow. Pauline Barrow. Marion Evered. Linda
Whiteford. Liam Barrow.

Quantock Pilates

rhys thomas

07928291192
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M

nstarer

Now pay attention…..can you hear me at the back? There's a lot going on in December so buckle up.
On the evening of 14th Dec the Geminids meteor shower appear; best time to go out is obviously after
sunset. I suppose you could try before sunset but you would just be a person standing in the garden
looking aimlessly into the sky. It's funny that with the addition of darkness, standing in your garden staring
aimlessly into the sky becomes perfectly normal thus transforming you from being a weirdo in the garden in
broad daylight to a dedicated astronomer!
Any hooo, I digress….
Meteor showers occur when the earth passes through the tail of a comet which contains dust. The dust
enters the atmosphere and burns up causing a streak of light.
If you’re mad enough to be up and about on 23rd Dec at about 6.30am and are looking east (over
Bridgwater way) you'll see a lovely sight of the slim crescent moon and red/orange Mars just to the right of
it; a wonderful sight through binoculars.
Don't sit down, there's more……..
On New Year's Eve look out at the western sky (where the sun sets) and you will see a dazzling diamond
in the sky - Venus. During the summer Venus appears in the morning but from early December she
becomes an evening star, keeping us company throughout the winter.
I have noticed in other astronomy articles they print the sun up and sun down times. I'm not sure why they
think their readers are unable to look out of the window then look at the clock and combining the two sets
of data come up with the answer themselves, but not to be left out……Sun up 7ish: Sun down 5ish
Remember, if you're out walking with or without pup, don't forget to always look up.
Wishing you all a lovely and peaceful Christmas.

Steve Page

www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk
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From the Village Cook’s Kitchen…
Spanish rice and prawn one-pot.
Serves 4

Ingredients
1 onion sliced
1 red and 1 green pepper - deseeded and sliced
50 g. Chorizo, sliced
2 garlic cloves, crushed
1tbsp olive oil
250g easy cook basmati rice
400g can chopped tomatoes
250g raw, peeled prawns (defrosted if frozen)

Method
Boil the kettle. In a non-stick frying or shallow pan with a lid, fry the onion, peppers, chorizo and garlic in the olive oil
over a high heat for 3 minutes. Stir in the rice and chopped tomatoes with 500 ml boiling water, cover, then cook
over a high heat for 12 minutes.
Uncover , then stir - the rice should be almost tender : stir in the prawns with a splash more water if the rice is
looking dry, then cook for another minute until the prawns are just pink and the rice is tender.
Serve immediately.

If you wish you could also add some left over cold chopped chicken or turkey.

Our Master of Wine recommends......
It’s not often that I suggest a brand, but Torres Vina Sol will do you well. It’s dry
and fresh and glugable.
Basically any dry white wine from Spain will do you well –a white Rioja is a nice
idea and if you see the grape Albarino on the label, do try it. It’s a dry fragrant white
wine, normally from Northern Spain.
A Decorative Christmas Wordsearch
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Can you find 15 decorative swords?
Answers on the back page
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In the mood yet ?! a few Corny Crackerjokes for you……
- What did Adam say the day before Christmas?
"It's Christmas, Eve!"
-

What kind of motorbike does Santa ride? A
Holly Davidson!

-

What do they sing at a snowman's birthday
party? “Freeze a jolly good fellow!”

-

Why don't you ever see Santa in hospital?
Because he has private elf care!

-

Why is it getting harder to buy Advent
calendars? Their days are numbered!

-

What do angry mice send to each other at
Christmas? Cross-mouse cards!

-

What do you get if you eat Christmas
decorations? Tinsilitis!
Boom Boom!!
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DDecember Dates for your Diary

Saturday Dec 7th

10-12

Saturday Dec 14th 7pm

Book Swap (cooked breakfast)
Christmas Dinner

Tuesday Dec 18th 6.30pm Carols Around the Tree

Mulled Wine & Mince Pies afterwards in the Hall

The Annual
Fiddington Boxing Day Run/Walk

If you fancy some fresh air and exercise after the rigours of Christmas day why don’t you take part in the annual
Boxing Day Run/Walk?
Open to all living or visiting in or around Fiddington – or maybe just passing through- it’s an event to suit every age
and ability. The adult run is approximately 3miles/5km long and comprises two hilly laps with some off road
(muddy!) track. The younger or less ambitious competitors do a single lap and for those who prefer wellies to
trainers and just want to exercise the dog/relatives a gentle stroll around the course is highly invigorating. The run
is as competitive as the participants but the general idea is to enjoy yourself and perhaps hit a new year resolution
early. For those who like a challenge there are 3 cups to be won:
Seniors
13–16 years old
Under 13s
There’s no need to register – just meet at the phone box in Fiddington by 1150 so we can take your details and the
rest is up to you. If that’s all too much then why not join the supporters and cheer in the runners.
Please come along – there’s usually chocolate on offer!

Enquiries: Marianne Parr 01278 733856
Wordsearch answers: mistletoe, holly,
tinsel, wreath, bauble, star, fairy,
candles, needles, crackers,
paperchain, robin ,elf, ivy, stocking
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