We are grateful to Hinkley Point B Power Station, EDF, for printing this Newsletter

Village Hall Committee News
Chairman’s Introduction
It will be nice to write an introduction in which something is actually happening! Sadly, we are not there
yet. (Still no Book Swap sadly)
Meanwhile your committee is making sure that the hall is kept clean and well maintained as we wait to be
able to use it again.
The painting of the storage container is almost finished. When it is, we plan to send pictures of it to local
publications to see if we can get some useful PR - it's a pretty unique project. Huge thanks to Richard
Brazier and Juliet Harkness for their wonderful artistic work.
As regulations are at the moment, we won't be able to have Carols under the tree, followed by the delicious
Crossland mulled wine and mince pies. If it becomes possible after December 2nd, we'll let the village
grapevine know, which, no doubt, will quickly and effectively spread the news! (see David Scott’s message
on page 3 –Ed)

On behalf of the hard working committee –
Happy Christmas and a happy and healthy new year to everybody.
Robin Kinahan

(Chair of the Village Hall Committee)
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Note from the Editor
There has been a magnificent response to my appeal on
behalf of the Food Bank this year. We have raised £ 325
On pages 4/5/6 you will see all the lovely messages. I shall
be sending your donations to the Food Bank in Bridgwater
at the beginning of December so that they will have a
boost before Christmas. Many thanks to you all and
my Very Warmest Wishes
for a Very Merry Christmas & a Happy New Year

NB. The Fabric Fund 200 Club
Draw details and form are at
the back of this issue.

NB The next issue of Fiddington News will be in
February as editing & printing over the Christmas
holiday season is rather too challenging.

St. Martin’s Church News for December and January
Unfortunately the church had to be closed for services again once we
began this present lockdown. At this present moment we have no idea
whether it will be possible to hold services in the church for later in
December, including Christmas, and January. It will very much depend on
the Government’s decision later this week when we will have a little more idea. At present there is a
Zoom Benefice Eucharist at 10.30 am every Sunday morning which you are very much welcomed to
attend. Rev. Nicky sends out the link on a Saturday so if anyone wishes to join who is not on the mailing
list please let me know (jenny.kinahan@hotmail.co.uk or Tel: 732190) and I will send it to you ready for
Sunday morning.

Christmas Services:
I apologise that without the benefit of a crystal ball the best we can do is plan for either a Zoom
Christmas or a very limited church service Christmas with social distancing and masks etc.. There will be
a necessity to register with Paul Matthews if there is a Carol Service or a Christmas Morning service by
calling him ( Tel: 732175) so that spaces can be allocated to allow for appropriate distancing and to be
sure there is space for everyone. I’m afraid it will be music and reading only and no singing which makes
a Zoom Carol service more appealing really as we can then all sing lustily as usual in our own homes!
Once we can make proper plans the details of either on line services or church services will be posted
on:
The noticeboard by the telephone box,
The church door,
The Village Hall website under the St Martin’s section,
By ringing me, Jenny Kinahan or Paul Matthews (numbers above)
There are services available regularly on The Church of England website and the Diocese of Bath and
Wells website and there is always the carol service from King’s College on Christmas Eve. Links will be
provided on the notices as above.
Services for January:
Again there will be more details to come once the Government and the Church of England have made
their plans, so look out on the noticeboard etc for up to date information as soon as it is available.

Private Prayer
The church is still opening on a Wednesday afternoon- 1pm to 4pm for private prayer.
A Very Happy and Blessed Christmas, however we are able to celebrate, to all.
www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk
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A Message from DavidScott
“As there will be no carols round the
tree this year I intend to do a bit of
carol Euphonium busking round the
village sometime over the holiday to
maintain my record of having
played carols on the instrument
every year for at least 65 years
which may or not be a record.”
Hurrah for you David! (that long?
Certainly a record!) Ed.

Ken Popham
Our thoughts and prayers are with
Ken Popham and his family. Ken has
recently had a serious operation on his
spine and we all send him our Very
Best Wishes for a full recovery and a
comfortable convalescence.
Ed.

Eve Joslin 1931 – 2020
From Paul Matthews
With the size of the congregation for funerals limited to 30 family and friends, a number of people were not able to
attend the service of thanksgiving for the life of Eve Joslin. During the service Eve’s son Adrian and his wife Jacquie
read their tribute to Eve and her significant involvement with the life and people of Fiddington. Following the service
her ashes were interred with her son Anthony Broadbank in St. Martin’s churchyard. I have attached a copy of their
tribute for inclusion in the newsletter for those who were unable to attend.

Mum was born in 1931 on the Isle of Wight, she was the younger of two sisters.
When mum was five, after the passing of her father, her mother moved the family to Morland here in Somerset. She
attended the Girl’s grammar school in Bridgwater and I’m sure she’s mentioned to most here, the dreaded six-mile
bike ride to school and back every day, come rain or shine.
After leaving school, she had various clerical jobs and for fun she spent many an evening in the Market House pub
in Bridgwater with her friend Maggie. It was through Maggie that mum met my father Ernest Broadbank who at the
time, was stationed at RAF Westonzoyland. They were married in 1957 and were posted to RAF Marham in
Norfolk. Life was hard at the time, bringing up two infants at the officer’s caravan site but it was to turn harder.
In 1965 while we were living at RAF Honnington, about to be posted as a family to Cyprus, my dad
suddenly passed away aged just 31. Facing eviction by the RAF, mum decided to move back to Bridgwater to live
with her mother, and shortly after she bought a house and moved to Woolavington.
A while later, mum met and married David and moved to Fiddington. Tragedy was to strike again in 1968 when
her 10-year-old son Anthony was killed while helping at the local stables.
Mum took on a part time job in the office, at the egg packing station and remained there for many enjoyable years
until her retirement. She made many life-long friends at Dunwear eggs.
Mum & David had six golden retrievers who formed a very large part of their lives.
When David was diagnosed with Parkinson’s, mum selflessly cared for him until he passed away after a seven-year
battle, just at the time of their 50th wedding anniversary. Although never one to complain about her health,
mum was never the same after this, with her health and mobility gradually deteriorating.
Despite the tragedy in mum’s life, she put her heart and soul into the village, serving in various roles for the village
hall. Mum also enjoyed arranging the flowers in her window at the church.
She had many close friends in the village and this friendship was repaid by so many, especially in her
later years. I’m sure mum will be remembered by these friends for her wicked but not always appropriate sense of
humour. She leaves behind her loving family including her grandchildren Steven & Sarah and 3 great
grandchildren Eden, June and Edward.
We are so thankful that mum was fortunate to be part of such a caring community.
On behalf of our family, and we know Eve would also want us to say a Big “Thank You” to all her friends especially
here in Fiddington, thank you all for the love and care you gave; you were her extended family and we knew she
was well looked after in our absence.
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Meryl Holder
Sing many a carol for
Christmas & dance in the
New Year!
from
Jenny & Rod

Wishes all her
neighbours a
Very Happy,
Healthy &
Prosperous
Christmas & New
Year

After an
extraordinary year,
Hilary and Alan send
their very best wishes
to you all for a happy
and healthy Christmas
and year ahead which
we hope will prove to
be the start of the road
back to normality.

Merry
Christmas &
a Happy New
Year from
Jane

Happy Christmas and a Happy,
Healthy 2021 to everyone in
Fiddington Parish.
Stay Up Beat!
From

Jackie & Paul

www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk

Christmas
comes but
once a year
Enjoy, be kind
and have
Good Cheer!
from Juliet &
Dennis
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A robin is not just for
Christmas!
But Yuletide Wishes to
All
from the

Robin and Jenny
Kinahan
wish Fiddington folk
a Happy Christmas
and a Happy and
Healthy New Year.

FWG

Wishing you All a Very
Happy Christmas and a
Healthy New Year
from
Margaret Wells

Christmas Greetings
to Everyone &
Good Wishes for the
New Year
from
Sheila & Arthur

Paul and Andrea thank
our wonderful friends of
Fiddington for their kindness
& supportive help over the
past eight months at a very
painful time in our lives.

Best Wishes to
All
We Will Meet
Again!

Nancy

Wishing you all Joy,
Good Health and
Seasonal Greetings

“Sue and David Young send all
good wishes in these difficult times
for a Merry Christmas and Happy
and Healthy New Year”.

A peaceful Christmas to
you all. Wishing
everyone a happier 2021.
Love and Best Wishes
from Ruth and Richard.
xx

www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk
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John and Carol
would like to
wish everyone a
Happy Christmas
and Healthy
New Year

A very happy,
healthy
Christmas to all
our friends in
and around
Fiddington.
With love,
The Parr Family

“Michael, Martin,
Diana & Max and all
the Hill family send
Greetings to
everyone
In the Parish and
Wish
them a Safe,
Peaceful
Happy Christmas

and New Year”

Pauline & Arthur
Barrow send their Best
Wishes for Christmas &
the New Year to all
their neighbours in
Whitnell & Fiddington

Best wishes for Christmas
and New Year to all our
friends and neighbours.

Pat, David and Jon Scott.
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Bumper Christmas Dinner Wordseach
Can you find 15 items that might grace a Christmas
dinner table?
Answers on the back page
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A Poem for the New Year
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New Every Morning
Every day is a fresh
beginning,
Listen my soul to the glad
refrain.
And, spite of old sorrows
And older sinning,
Troubles forecast
And possible pain,
Take heart with the day and
begin again.
By Susan Coolidge 1835-1905

Christmas Cookie Corner
Vanillekipferl (Austrian hazelnut crescent biscuits)
Easy to make and a delicious seasonal tea-time goodie.
My sons always ask for a box at Christmas- and
they make great presents in decorated cellophane bags.

Prep time 15mins

Cook time 12 mins
Makes 40

Ingredients
8oz plain flour
4 oz unsalted butter, softened to room temperature
1 large egg yolk
4 oz ground hazel nuts ( Lidls have whole ones )zapped in a grinder until medium fine
6 oz caster sugar ( I use the unrefined)- if you make vanilla sugar use that or add
2 teaspoons vanilla extract or paste
Icing sugar to dust

Method
Put all the ingredients (except the icing sugar) in a large bowl and work them together with a wooden spoon
until well combined. Knead into a log shape and wrap with film or greaseproof and put in the fridge for at
least half an hour. Heat the oven to 350 F (330 fan) Roll out a long thin sausage of your mixture (about ¾
inch thick) on a dusted board, and cut into aprox 3 inch lengths. Shape them into crescents.
Carefully transfer to a lightly greased baking sheet (or two) and bake for 10-12 minutes until golden. Keep a
watch as they burn rather easily! Put them straight on a rack when cooked and allow to cool.
Dust liberally with icing sugar .

ENJOY!

www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk
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Braised beef with mustard and capers .
Serves 4. 15 minute preparation 2h20 cooking time.
Ingredients
50g can of anchovies in oil, drained, chopped and oil reserved.
olive oil
700gr (1 1/2 lb) braising steak cut into small strips
2 large Spanish onions, thinly sliced
2 tbsp capers
1tsp English mustard
6 sprigs fresh Thyme
20g pack fresh flat leaf parsley, roughly chopped.
Method
Preheat the oven to 170 ( 150 fan) mark 3. Measure the anchovy oil into a deep flameproof casserole,
then make up to 3 tbsp with the olive oil. Heat the oil and well brown the meat, a few pieces at a time.
When all the meat has been browned, pour 4 tbsp of cold water into the empty casserole and stir to
loosen any bit on the bottom.
Return all the meat to the casserole and add the onions, anchovies, capers, mustard and 1/2 the thyme
and all but 1 teaspoon of the parsley.. Stir until thoroughly mixed.
Tear off a sheet of greaseproof paper, big enough to cover the pan. Crumple it up and wet under the cold
tap. Squeeze out most of the water, open it out and press down over the surface of the meat.
Cover with a tight fitting lid, and cook in the over for 2 hours, or until the beef is meltingly tender.
Check after 1 hour to make sure it is still moist - if it looks dry add a little water.
Check the seasoning ( remember the anchovies will have provided the salt) and stir in the remaining
parsley and thyme.
Serve with mash or a green salad

Our Master of Wine recommends . . .
This hearty dish needs a similarly hearty red wine-so not a Pinot Noir or a Beaujolais. Other than
that almost any red wine will do, but the slightly spicy characters of Shiraz (Syrah) or Malbec
should be best. Morrisons and Sainsbury both have the pleasant Trevento Argentinian Malbec Sainsbury has it on offer at £6 as against Morrisons at £8.50. Morrisons have the ever
reliable Chilean Casillero del Diablo Shiraz (£8.25) and the Sainsbury Taste the Difference Western
Australian Shiraz (£7.50) should be worth a try.
The various members of the Wine Society in the village should try the 2015 Navajas Rioja
Crianza (£8.95). It's one of the most reliable Rioja's I know - juicy fruit and traditional style of
creamy oak.

www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk
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Whitnell does it again!

A Message from Sue Young
Thank you to all who have
donated to Macmillan Cancer
Support. It is not too late if you
still would like to donate to this
great charity. I am asking you to
send me cash or cheques as I
was not able to hold my yearly
coffee morning.
to: Macmillan Cancer
Support
Sue Young, Manor Barn,
Fiddington, TA5 1JQ.
Thank you very much.

Hard on the heels of last month's Blue
Underwing moth, feast your eyes upon
Sue Mackenzie's wonderful photo - of a
Migrant Hawker dragonfly (Aeshna
mixta).
This is another species that has
gradually colonised southern England,
after, as the name implies, having long
been known only as a migrant from the
Continent.
In the depths of the December darkness
and chill, enjoy this welcome reminder of
the brightness and warmth of summer.

Rod Cole

Nestboxes

FOR SALE
A selection of DVDs for sale £2.00
each. Proceeds to go to the Food
Bank.
Please telephone Ruth or Richard
01278 734565 for a list of the DVDs.

There's a case for checking
and adding to the nestboxes
located within the village.
That means that some pallet
wood is needed.
Offers of such, and
volunteers to help make
nestboxes during the next
month or so, would be
welcome.
Contact 732345 if you are
able to assist in either
respect.

Rod Cole.
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Sedgemoor District Council
is pleased to announce that it will be offering free
parking in all of its car parks for the three weekends
before Christmas.
People will be able to park without charge in all
eighteen of the Council-owned car parks across
Sedgemoor on Saturday 5th, 12th and 19th December.
Especially given the additional impacts of Covid-19
on the local economy, Sedgemoor District Council is
keen to support our many local and varied traders in
the towns and villages across Sedgemoor and give
residents and visitors an added incentive to shop
locally in the festive season.
There will be notices on the tariff machines in the car
parks advising of the free parking.

fiddingtonnews@gmail.com

Bumper Christmas Wordsearch answers:
turkey, breadsauce, rum custard,
decorations, sherry, brandy, port, nutroast,
roast potatos, sprouts,sausages, gravy,
pudding, candles, stuffing

Deadline
for the February 2021
New Year Issue is
January 25th
Please send articles/photos/letters by
email or by post to
Juliet Harkness
Redwood, Whitnell, TA5 1JE

www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk
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St. Martin’s Church – Fabric Fund 200 Club Draw
The November draw was made just prior to the new lockdown started. My thanks to
Marianne Parr and Heather Hawley for assisting with the number selection. The winners are:
Prize
Number
Name
£30
37
Mrs Susan Aitkinhead
£50
44
Mrs Maureen Patterson
Thank you to everyone who purchased tickets for the 2020 draw. After the final draw in
December, £1,150 will have been distributed to lucky number winners during the last year with
a similar amount remaining for the Fabric Fund.
New tickets for 2021 to existing members of the 200 Club Draw will be delivered at the
beginning of January. If anyone has any problem with what they receive, or do not receive,
please let me know.
Printed within this newsletter, is an application form for new members to join and
participate in all the 2021 draws. Please make sure all forms are returned before the first draw
scheduled to be made early in February 2021.

Paul Matthews. (732175)
APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP OF THE FABRIC FUND200 CLUB DRAW IN 2021
TO: PAUL MATTHEWS, OAKFIELD, CHURCH ROAD, FIDDINGTON, SOMERSET. TA5 1JG
Name:

________________________________________________

Number of £10 tickets required:

_________

Address: ___________________________________________________________
______________________________________ Post Code:
Telephone Number:

______________________________

Signed:
_____________________________________
I enclose *Cash/*Cheque to the value of £______(Please make cheques payable to
Fiddington PCC.)
*I have paid £______ by BACS transfer to; Account No 56421923, Sort Code 60-0327. Please use your Surname as Reference for this payment.
For new members paying via BACS, please delay your payment until after 1 st January
2021 so that the value is recorded in the correct financial year.
* Please delete as appropriate.
Your privacy. The Fiddington PCC is committed to privacy and will only use personal
data recorded for the 200 Club for the ongoing administration of the draw.
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