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       Village Hall Committee News 
 
Chairman’s Introduction 
  

  Seasons Greeting to all, 
  

Over the past year Fiddington Village Hall has been very busy with events such as the  

Coronation BBQ , The Fiddington Show and various Fundraisers;  all of which have been  

a great success.  
  

I would like to thank everyone involved in helping with 2023's events and also thank 

everyone that attended. 
 

Sadly, due to other commitments , Jon Scott has resigned from the village hall committee. 

On behalf of us all I would like to thank Jon for everything he has done for the village hall 
over many years. 

  

I look forward to seeing those of you that booked for the Christmas meal being held at the 
Village Hall on the 16th December   

  

As this is the last issue before 2024 I’d like to wish you a Very Happy Christmas and All the 
Best for 2024  

  

         James U'Dell  
         (Chair of the Village Hall Committee)  
                    www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk 

 

  
 
         
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
 

                      We are grateful to Hinkley Point B Power Station, EDF, for printing this Newsletter 

 

 

 
  

Dates for the Diary 
On the Back Page 

      In this Issue 

p 6/7   Christmas Greetings! 

 
p.8   Fabric Fund forms for 2024 

 

 

If you want a cooked breakfast 
at Book Swap 

Don’t Forget to BOOK well in 
advance!! 

01278 734565 

http://www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk/
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       Note from the Editor 
Thank you all for your Christmas messages 

and kind donations. We have raised at least £165 

for the Food bank. On pages 5/6 you will see all 

the lovely messages. I shall be sending your 

donations to the Food Bank in Bridgwater at the 

beginning of December so that they will have a 

boost before Christmas.    

If you would like to receive an e-version of 

the Newsletter please reply to 

fiddingtonnews@gmail.com. And let me know if 

you would rather NOT have the paper copy- 

(reducing paper use?)  Many thanks to you all for 

your contributions this year and  

         my Very Warmest Wishes for a  

Very Merry Christmas & a Happy New Year 
 

NB The next issue of Fiddington News will be in 

February as editing & printing  over the Christmas 

holiday season is rather too challenging. 

 

  

 

 

 

  

Angie Cares 
  

If you are looking for a care provider, 
look no further. 
Whatever your need is, full care or just 
someone to shop or take you to 
appointments. 
I have over 30 years of experience in 
providing care and supporting people to 
live independently in their own homes. 
Please contact me if you think I can 
support you in any way. 

 
Contact Details: 

Mobile. 07966694412 
Email. AngieCares@mail.com 
 

 
 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

mailto:fiddingtonnews@gmail.com
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    Report from Fiddington PC 
 

 The latest Parish Council meeting was held on 21st November 2023. 
 
As mentioned in the October newsletter we have now arranged a site visit at Mill Farm to view 
the changes planned. This is subject to a planning application which has been submitted to 
Somerset Council. At the time of writing, it has not been registered. The site visit is planned for 
Saturday  9th December at 9.30 am, meeting outside the reception. If the planning application 
is received before our next meeting on 23rd January 2024, then an additional meeting will be 
held. 
Details will be put on the noticeboard and website. 
Councillors reviewed our budget for this current year and considered the precept for next year. 
We have deferred the decision until our January meeting as we our waiting further details 
from Somerset Council about which areas of their budget may be cut and what may be 
devolved to Parish and Town Councils. As always, we are mindful of the current financial 
situation and will not put up the parish precept unless it is absolutely necessary. The precept 
has not been increased for 5 years. 
 
Flooding was a major topic at our meeting. With the recent heavy rain, a number of roads were 
flooded and at least one property that we are aware of. Concerns have been raised with 
Highways regarding the level of maintenance and the frequency the drains and gullies are 
cleared. 
 
Our next meeting will be held at 7.00pm on Tuesday 23rd January 2024 in Fiddington Village 
Hall. Everyone is welcome to attend. 
                
    We would like to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

         Tina Gardener 
     Clerk to Fiddington Parish Council 
         clerk@fiddington-pc.org.uk  

           www.fiddington-pc.org.uk  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
   

 

 

  

 

 

  

mailto:clerk@fiddington-pc.org.uk
http://www.fiddington-pc.org.uk/
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Sunday Services for St Martins, Fiddington for December 

and Christmas 2023  and January 2024:     

  
 

 Sunday December 3rd  Advent Sunday Eucharist 9am 

 Sunday December 10th    Eucharist 9am 

 Sunday December 17th   Carol Service at 4pm -Tea, Coffee, Mulled Wine and   

     Mince Pies in the Village hall after the service 

 Sunday December 24th Christmas Eve (Not Quite) Midnight Mass at 9pm 

 Christmas Day No Service at Fiddington but there are Family Services at Cannington at 9.30am,  

 10.30 am at Stogursey and 11.15am at Combwich 

 Sunday December 31st     United Benefice Eucharist at 10am at Fiddington 

  

 2024 
 Sunday January 7th     Eucharist 9am 
 Sunday January 14th    Eucharist 9am 
 Sunday January 21st    Eucharist 9am 
 Sunday January 28th               Family Service 9am  
 
Everyone is very welcome to any service. There is always coffee and tea after the service 
and if you would just like to come along for a coffee and a chat please do. The services are 
usually about an hour in length. 
 
There is also a Carol Service at Stogursey at 6pm on Sunday December 10th  at which the 
Deanery Choir will be helping the singing along. 
 

   And not  forgetting : Friday December 19th  6pm 

      Village Carols Round the Tree    

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
     Sausage Sizzle and Quiz. 
              
     A big thank you to all those who came along once again to support 
     this recent event. We were trying to work out just how many years 
     there have been Sausage Sizzles in Fiddington! 
     If anyone knows for sure when they started please do let me  
     know. It’s certainly a long time but they are still always popular.  

     The recent one made £538-a wonderful sum thank you. 

           
       ( see page 8 for the Fabric Fund Draw results)  

 

 

 

 
Two members of the  
victorious Team Waters! 
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       by Jane Zambra 

Have you ever thought, when going to the theatre, of what it takes to put on the production you see? 

It is not just actors doing their bit. To start with there is the director, the set designer, the 

costume designer and the lighting designer. Then there are the carpenters who make the set, the 

painters paint the set, the electricians  who translate the lighting designer's ideas into lights,  the 

wardrobe department who look after, and wash and iron the costumes, daily when needed. Although 

Tony once had a dresser who washed and starched his evening shirt and stiff collar herself as she felt 

that the wardrobe did not have time to do it properly! 

 Then there is the stage management team. Assistant stage manager ( the lowest of the low!) there 

may be several according to the size of the production. They must dress the set for each scene, and clear 

it, and do anything else that is needed. . I know of one poor ASM who was sacked for putting a vase in 

the wrong place, but the complaint did come from a notoriously difficult actress. Next is the Deputy 

stage manager. This person sits at the side of the stage with the script and a stopwatch. They are in 

contact with every person involved in the running of the show instructing them when a specific thing 

must happen. In big musicals this may include the working of the automation department - think the 

flying car in Chitty Chitty Bang Bang, the collapsible double decker bus in Priscilla Queen on the Desert 

and the  mountain that comes up from the floor in the Sound of Music. They tell the actors when to be in 

the wings before going on stage. They will also do all the checks before the show; lighting, sound and 

safety.  

 Top of the pile then is the Company Stage Manager.  A powerful person. Basically in charge of 

everything in the theatre from paying the wages to sorting out warring actresses who refuse to share a 

dressing room ( one moved into the paint store, which caused even more problems!), not to mention 

visiting royalty with protection officers. My daughter is currently the CSM of a production of King Lear 

where the entire cast, except for the lead, is made up of newly qualified drama school students. They 

have never worked in the commercial theatre before, let alone the West End. Quite unable to think for 

themselves I am told! She had to be forcibly refrained by her DSM from throwing her laptop out of the 

window in sheer frustration. She was given a bunch of grapes and told to throw them instead! 

     

 
 
 



 
 

                                                             www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk      
 

          Page 6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paul & Jackie Matthews 
Would like to wish 

everyone a Very Happy 
Christmas & a Healthy and 

Peaceful 2024 

Wishing All our 
Fiddington Friends 

a Peaceful and 
Happy Christmas & 

New Year 
Marianne, 
Matthew 
& the girls 

 

 
Rod & Jenny 

Cole 
send all the good 

souls of Fiddington 
and surrounds their 

Best Wishes for 
Christmas & the  

New Year 
 

Good Health & 
Joy and all the 

Best 
( and don’t 
forget your 

thermal vest!) 
 

Juliet & Dennis 
 

Robin and Jenny 
Wish all the friendly    
Fiddington folk a 

Happy Christmas 
and Peaceful 2024 

 

 

    

    Christmas Greetings 
              To all the Village, Whitnell &  

  Coultings folk 
  From Nancy S 

  

 

 

 

 
 

Sue and David Young 
send all good wishes, to 

our friends and 
neighbours in Fiddington, 

for a very Merry 
Christmas and Happy 

New Year 
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Hilary & Alan 
Wish everyone a 
Merry Christmas 

And a very Happy, 
Healthy New 

Year 

 

Wishing all our 
friends in the Village a  
Merry Christmas and  

Happy New Year. 
 

From Ruth and Richard. 

 

Carol and John 

send Christmas 

greetings and 

best wishes for a 

Happy New Year 

to all our friends 
in Fiddington. 

 

 

 

Paul, Andrea  

& Luckie 

Wish all their friends 

& neighbours a  

Joyous Festive Season 

and a Happy, Healthy 

New Year 

 

 

Wishing all my 

neighbours and 

friends a  

Merry Christmas and a 

prosperous New 

Year. 
 

Clive Cridge 
 

 

 

 

 

Merry Christmas and a 

Happy New Year 

To Everybody 

  

from Jane. 

 

WISHING YOU ALL A 

LOVELY CHRISTMAS AND 

2024

HEATHER AND 

WAYNE HAWLEY 

 
 
              

 

 

 

  

     

Meryl Holder 
Wishes everyone in 

the village a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy 

New Year 
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St. Martin’s Church – Fabric Fund 200 Club Draw 
Thank you to everyone who purchased tickets for the 2023 draw. After the final draw in December, 
£1,200 will have been distributed to lucky number winners during the last year with a similar 
amount remaining for the Fabric Fund, which has been used in recent months to clean and re-coat 
the church tower. 
For existing members of the 200 Club Draw new tickets for 2024 will be delivered to you at the 
beginning of January. If anyone has any problem with what they receive, or do not receive, please 
let me know. 
Printed below, is an application form for new members to join and participate in all the 2024 draws. 
If paying by BACS please delay your payment until after 1st  January when our Financial Year starts. 
Please make sure all forms are returned before the first draw scheduled to be made early in 
February 2024. 
Note: If you would like any winning amount to be paid directly into your bank account rather than 
having to process a cheque, then please include your email address in the form below and we will 
contact all prize-winners to confirm the method of payment. 
Email addresses will be held securely and only used for activities directly related to St Martin’s 
Church. 
  Paul Matthews. (732175) 
 

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP OF THE FABRIC FUND 200 CLUB DRAW IN 2022 
TO: PAUL MATTHEWS, OAKFIELD, CHURCH ROAD, FIDDINGTON, SOMERSET. TA5 1JG 

Name:  ________________________________________________ 
Number of £10 tickets required:  _________ 
Address: ___________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________ Post Code: ____________________ 

Email Address (optional) __________________________________________________ 
Telephone Number: ______________________________ 
Signed:  _____________________________________ 
I enclose *Cash/*Cheque to the value of  £______(Please make cheques payable to Fiddington 

PCC.) 
*I have paid £______ by BACS transfer to;  Account No 56421923, Sort Code 60-03-27. Please use 

your Surname as the Reference for this payment. 
NOTE:  For new members paying via BACS, please delay your payment until after 1st January 2022 

so that the value is recorded in the correct financial year. 
* Please delete as appropriate. 
Your privacy. The Fiddington PCC is committed to privacy and will only use personal data for 

activities directly related to St. Martin’s Church. 

 
 

200 Club – November 

The November draw made at the Sausage Sizzle resulted in the following 
 prizes being awarded: 
    £30 – No 194:  Anne Grover 
 

    £50 – No 148: Frances Pearce 

 

 

 
 
NOTE: For new members paying via BACS, please delay your payment until after 1st  January 
2023 so that the value is recorded in the correct financial year. 
* Please delete as appropriate. 
Your privacy. The Fiddington PCC is committed to privacy and will only use personal data for 
activities directly related to St. Martin’s Church. 

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP OF THE FABRIC FUND 200 CLUB DRAW IN 2023 
TO: PAUL MATTHEWS, OAKFIELD, CHURCH ROAD, FIDDINGTON, SOMERSET. TA5 1JG 
Name: ________________________________________________ 
 
Number of £10 tickets required: _________ 
 
Address: ___________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________ Post Code: ____________________ 
Email Address (optional) __________________________________________________ 
Telephone Number: ______________________________ 
 

Signed: _____________________________________ 
 
I enclose *Cash/*Cheque to the value of £______(Please make cheques payable to 
Fiddington PCC.) 
 
*I have paid £______ by BACS transfer to; Account No: 87305380, Sort Code: 60-03-27, 
Account Name: Friends of Fiddington. Please use your Surname as the payment reference. 
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Stowey Gardeners is a vibrant club based in 
Nether Stowey, drawing members from all 
around the Quantock area.  

We meet monthly in St Marys Church Centre, 
Nether Stowey, to enjoy a guest speaker, 
raffle, garden table, tea, coffee & home-made 
cake. Members free (annual membership 
£20), guests £5, to include free tea/coffee & 
home- made cake! All welcome.  

Coming up: 

Wed Dec 13th – Members Christmas party  

Jan18th 2024  -  AGM 7pm 

For more information contact secretary Lucy 
Haswell 01278 671289  shbassoon@aol.com.   

Or visit  https://sites.google.com/site/stowey-
gardeners  

 

     The Marion Evered Trust 
Christmas raffle books are available but hurry as the 

draw takes place on the 8th December, we have some 
fantastic prizes including a Hamper, 

 Sommerrock tickets,  
Golf day and Meals at local restaurants, 

please contact 
Ian on 07984943464 or Pauline on 01278732522 

for tickets. 
We would like to thank all our supporters and wish 

them  a merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
200 club draw winners in October 

£50 Lynda Palmer 
£20 Andrea Crossland 

£10 Dennis Buckingham 
£5 Nicky Rich 

      
 FORGET-ME-NOT CAFÉ 

JUBILEE ROOMS, CASTLE STREET, 
STOGURSEY 

EVERY OTHER WEDNESDAY 10.30 – 12 NOON 
Forget-me-Not Cafés provide support, 

companionship and a warm welcome to those who 
are recognising issues with their memory, as well as 

their carers, family, and friends. 
Please note that it is a requirement that our guests with 
memory issues must be accompanied by a family 
member, friend or carer. 

Please come along to the Christmas 
Tree Festival in St Andrews Church in December and 
see all the beautifully decorated trees including our 
Forget-me-Not Tree  
 
Upcoming Café Dates:   
Wednesday 6th December 
Wednesday 20th December – CHRISTMAS  PARTY with 
festive music and food! 
in the Jubilee Rooms 
Wednesday 3rd  January 2024 – New Year! 
Wednesday 17th January 2024 - OUR 5th BIRTHDAY! 
**Wednesday 31st January – the Cafe will be in  the 
AFTERNOON from 2.30 instead of the morning!** in the 
Jubilee Rooms 

    HAPPY CHRISTMAS FROM ALL AT FORGET-ME-NOT! 
 

For more information please contact: 
Helen: 01278 733451  cuttellhelen@gmail.com 

Rose:  07507 374234 rosechalk@icloud.com 

We are on Facebook and Instagram 
 

mailto:cuttellhelen@gmail.com
mailto:rosechalk@icloud.com
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  Here we come a Wassailing!  
Here we come a wassailing among the leaves so green;  
Here we come a wandering so fair to be seen. 

Refrain: 
Love and joy come to you, and to you your wassail too; 
And god bless you and bring you a Happy New Year. 

Our wassail cup is made of the rosemary tree, 
And so is your beer of the best barley. 

Refrain: 
We are not daily beggars that beg from door to door; 
But we are neighbours’ children, whom you have seen before. 
    Refrain: 
Call up the butler of this house, put on his golden ring. 
Let him bring us up a glass of beer, and better we shall sing. 
    Refrain: 
We have got a little purse of stretching leather skin; 
We want a little of your money to line it well within. 
   Refrain: 
Bring us out a table and spread it with a cloth; 
Bring us out a mouldy cheese, and some of your Christmas loaf. 
   Refrain: 
God bless the master of this house, likewise the mistress too, 
And all the little children that round the table go. 
  Refrain: 
Good master and good mistress, while you’re sitting by the fire 
Pray think of us poor children, who are wandering in the mire. 
  Refrain: 

          

  A Christmas Wordseach 
Can you fill in the missing words from the Rhyme on the right, in 

the verse and then in the wordsearch. (repeated words only 
appear once in the grid) GOOD LUCK! Answers on the back page 

N S N A W S N E V E S E 
K I F I V E R I N G S L 
S X N E S E E G T D D E 
S R B E C D M X R A R V 
N T E R D Y A O S K I E 
E D W P L R L Y D T B N 
H O P O I E U P I H R L 
E V V X V P S M A G U A 
E E B L A M N R M I O D 

R S E Y T G K E L E F I 
H W Z S Y A D F T X R E 
T O P A R T R I D G E S 

 

 
On the First …  of Christmas 

 …true…… sent to me 
A ……….. in a ….  ….. 

 
On the Second. …. of Christmas 

.. true….sent to me 
… turtle….. 

And a …………. in a ….. ….. 
 

On the Third … of Christmas 
..true…. sent to me 

….French ….. 
(repeat as above!) 

 
On the Fourth …of Christmas 

..true …. sent to me 
…. Calling ….. 

….( repeat as above) 
 

On the fifth … of Christmas 
..true ….sent to me 

…. Gold….. 
(repeat as above) 

 
On the Sixth … of Christmas  

.. true …. sent to me 
… ….. a laying 

(repeat as above) 
 

On the Seventh … of Christmas 
.. true….. sent to me 
….. ….. a swimming 
((repeat as above) 

 
On the eighth … of Christmas 

.. true …. sent to me 
…… ….. a milking 
((repeat as above) 

 
On the ninth … of Christmas 

.. true…. sent to me 
…. …….. drumming 
(repeat as above) 

 
On the tenth … of Christmas 

.. true …. sent to me 
… …… piping 

(repeat as above) 
 

On the eleventh ... of Christmas 
.. true …. said to me 
……. …… dancing 
(repeat as above) 

 
On the Twelfth … of Christmas 

.. true …. sent to me 
…… ….. a leaping 
(repeat as above) 

 

    

         The  ………… ……. Of  
       Christmas! 
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Greetings  
 and 
 Best   
Wishes to All    
 from  

Nancy Small 

            

 

Tray baked pork chops with herby potatoes, parsnips, 
pears and minted bread sauce. 
This takes a bit of effort, but is well worth it. 
Serves 4 

 
4 Large pork chops                                                                        Rosemary, garlic and lemon marinade 
3 parsnips                                                                                       2 good handfuls of fresh rosemary, pounded 
3 smooth skinned pears                                                                 6 cloves of garlic, crushed 
680g/ 1 1/2 lbs potatoes, scrubbed                                                10 lugs of olive oil 
Salt and freshly ground black pepper                                             3 lemons, halved, juiced and skin squashed 
Marinate and mint sauce                                                                 freshly ground black pepper  

 
Rub and massage the pork chops with the rosemary marinade and, ideally, leave for 2 - 6 hours for 
maximum flavour. Pre-heat the oven 
to 220C/ 425F . Wash the parsnips and pears and slice them into quarters, removing the cores from the 
pears, then cut the potatoes into 1/4 in thick slices. Dry them with kitchen paper, then put them into an 
appropriately sized roasting dish with the parsnips, pears, pork chops and marinade. Toss lightly to coat 
all over with the marinade and roast in the oven for about 45 minutes to an hour depending on the 
thickness of the chops. 
 
Whilst it is cooking, make the bread sauce 

Minted bread sauce 
3 handfuls of fresh mint 
1 handful of chopped white bread 
extra virgin olive oil 
salt and pepper 
2 teaspoon mustard 
red wine vinegar  
Finely chop 3 parts mint to 1 part bread and stir in some olive oil until the mix has ' loosened'. Then balance the 
flavours by adding the mustard and vinegar to taste. The flavour improves with time.  

 
 
 
 
    Our Master of Wine recommends. . . 

 
 
 
 
Folks often think that red wine is best with meat - not always. Often a white is better with white meat such as pork 
or chicken. If you want a red with this dish, I suggest that you go for something light such as a Beaujolais or a 
Pinot Noir. All the retailers have them. For a white, I don't think you want anything too acid, which rules out 
Sauvignon.  
 
Good old Chardonnay might be the best bet. The ever reliable Chardonnay,Casillero del Diable from Chile 
 (Sainsbury and Morrisons £7 and Asda £8) will give ripe rich appley flavours. Morrison's have two other 
interesting ideas, their The Best W Australia Chardonnay should be good value at £8 and the Californian Clos du 
Bois Chardonnay £10 is from a well established name and will  give the high alcohol and richness you'd expect 
from a Californian Chardonnay. 
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  If you fancy a bit of fresh air and exercise to work off the turkey why not come and have 
a run or walk with friends, family and neighbours.  For the competitive there are cups to be won by 
Children, Young People and Adults’ Distance:  Children, Young People and Walkers (with or without 
dogs!) 1 lap = approx 1.5 miles /2.5 km 

                         Adults 2 laps = approx 3 miles/5km 

        Some of the route is on a track so be prepared for mud! 
            This year there is the Parr Cup for an adult opting for a single lap. 

     

       

          Start Time12 noon at the Telephone Box 
       Meet at 11.50 am to register.   
     Any Inquiries :  Marianne Parr  Tel: 01278 733856 

 

 

fiddingtonnews@gmail.com 

 

Deadline 

for the February 2024 

New Year Issue is 

January  21st  
Please send articles/photos/letters 

by 
email or by post to 

Juliet Harkness 
Redwood, Whitnell, TA5 1JE 

 

Christmas Wordsearch  
 
answers:  
 
Twelve Days, Day, My 
Love, Partridge, Two 
Doves, Three Hens, Four 
Birds, Five Rings, Six 
Geese, Sevens Swans, 
Eight Maids, Nine 
Drummers, Ten Pipers, 
Eleven Ladies, Twelve 
Lords 
 
 

 

 

 Sat Dec 2nd 10am    BOOK SWAP (with Cooked Breakfast- please BOOK! at 
      least a week before- 01278 734565) 

 

 Sat Dec 16th  7 for 7.30pm CHRISTMAS DINNER (see below)  
 

 Fri Dec 19th  6pm  CAROLS ROUND THE TREE  
 

 Sunday 26th December 12 noon BOXING DAY RUN (see below) 
 

 Saturday  6th January  2024 10am  Book Swap  ( Cooked breakfast – please BOOK!) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        Christmas Dinner Update 

   IMPORTANT 
The hall was cold last year so 

we will be putting the heating on 
much earlier (i.e late morning) and 

to help anyone who has been 
undecided, the cut off date for 

letting me know has been moved 
to the 7th December. 

Please let me know if you want to 
come and your choices. 

The bank details are on the back of 
last month’s newsletter, down near 

the bottom of the page. 
Any problems get in touch with me. 

Carol Taylor: 01278 732046 / 
07870 238102 

 
 


