We are grateful to Hinkley Point B Power Station, EDF, for printing this Newsletter

Chairman’s Introduction

“Season's Greetings”

Believe it or not whilst writing this it started to snow!

December not only brings with it the official start to Winter but also hot breakfasts during Book Swap on the 7,
The Christmas Meal on the 14", followed by Carols around tree on the 17th. (see back page)

I would like to say a big ‘THANKS’ to everyone that supported last month’s Jumble sale.
The event was extremely successful and raised much needed funds that will help with the running of our village
hall.

As there will be no News Letter in January please note that the Book Swap Entry price will be £2 next year.
You may have seen a post from this Newsletter’s editor, Juliet Harkness, a couple of months ago.

Juliet has done a wonderful job over the past 7 years but would like to hand over the task to someone new.
Please get in touch as soon as possible if you would like to take on the role of Editor.

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to you all!

James U'Dell
(Chair of the Village Hall Committee)
www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk
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Note from the Editor
Thank you all for your Christmas messages
and kind donations. We have raised at least £200
for the Food bank. On pages 6/7 you will see all
the lovely messages. I shall be sending your

foodbank

donations to the Food Bank in Bridgwater at the
beginning of December so that they will have a
boost before Christmas.

N.B. the next issue of Fiddington News will be
for February as editing and printing over the
Christmas Holiday Season is rather too
challenging.

Many thanks to you all for your contributions
this year and my Very Warmest Wishes for a

/|

NB:
Quantock Lakes
Have an additional
Fireworks date:

Sat 215t Dec

Angie Cares

&

vel"y Mer‘r‘y Chr‘lSTmGS &a PeGCCfUI New Year All models of oil-fired boilers & range cookers serviced & repaired

Robert Rowley

07710 182024

robertrowley(@me.com

Over 20 years’ experience

Book once a year and stay warm all winter!

Not Just Travel Wanderlust
0333 121 6999

Finotjusttravel.wanderlust (@ $PABTA Ewanderlust6999

If you are looking for a care provider, ~y
look no further. T
Whatever your need is, full care or just "\ o
someone to shop or take you to ‘ T x|

=

appointments.

| have over 30 years of experience in & m
providing care and supporting people to - T .

live independently in their own homes. o ST o

G

Contact Details:

Mobile. 07966694412

BRXWW ' °S

Beauy

Modern & Friendly Environment
Gift Vouchers Available
Ladies Gents & Children

Full Disabled Access

East Street Cannington TA5 2HJ Tel: 01278-651251

www.browns-hairandbeauty.co.uk

Please contact me if you think | can

Email. AngieCares@mail.com

support you in any way.
www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk
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Report from Fiddington PC

| haven’t produced an article from the Parish Council for some time as it has been very quiet. We
welcomed Ray Norris on to the Council in the vacancy created when Derek Buller resigned.

Derek’s sterling work for the Parish Council was recently recognised by the receiving of the
Somerset Council Chairman’s Award for services to the community. As previously reported Greg Doyle
is our new Chairman, which left a vacancy for Vice-Chairman, which Robin Kinahan kindly agreed to
take on.

At our last meeting we discussed the budget for the next financial year, we are waiting for further
information before it can be finalised. We are very mindful of the current financial situation and will
endeavour not to increase the precept unless absolutely necessary.

The road in Whitnell is in a poor state and the Parish Council is trying to see if it is possible to get it
swept on a regular basis. As with everything this will be dependent on the cost.

We discussed a planning application (28/24/00005) for the erection of a portal frame building at
Keenthorne Nurseries. Councillors took in to consideration the concerns raised by residents and
unanimously opposed the application.

Our next meeting will be held at 7.00pm on Tuesday 21+ January 2025 in Fiddington Village Hall.
Everyone is welcome to attend.

The Parish Council would like to wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and a Happy and
Prosperous New Year

Tina Gardener

Clerk to Fiddington Parish Council
clerk@fiddington-pc.org.uk
www.fiddington-pc.org.uk

01278 652642

INSURANCE THAT’S
ON YOUR DOORSTEP

Call our office in Bridgwater on
01278 663216

| BRIDGWATER FLOORING |

FLOORING CONTRACTORS
Carpets - Vinyls — Laminates - Woods

Factory Outlet Sales 01278 434727

Tiannell Fuels Ellicott Contract Services ﬂ

Landscaping & Ground Maintenance

The. Busy Body Series Your Local Fuel &

Heather Hawley Heating Specialists
‘ Heating Fuel~
b Aottt Services [ Deliveries
- o ) For details call
i 01749 683911

www.tincknells.com
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Sunday Services for St Martins, Fiddington for December
and Christmas 2024 and January 2025:

Sunday December 1st Advent Sunday Eucharist 9am

Sunday December 8th Eucharist 9am

Sunday December 15th Carol Service at 4pm -Tea, Coffee, Mulled Wine and Mince Pies
after the service in the village hall.

Sunday December 22nd No service at Fiddington

Tuesday December 24th Christmas Eve (Not Quite) Midnight Mass at 9pm

Christmas Day No Service at Fiddington but there are Family Services at Cannington at 9.30am,
Stogursey at 10.30am and Combwich at 11.15am

Sunday December 29th United Benefice Eucharist at 10am at Steart

2025

Sunday January 5th Eucharist 9am

Sunday January 12th Eucharist 9am ' Azi{i‘lf\”s“‘;L‘wl.
Sunday January 19th Eucharist 9am O . <o s civen.
Sunday January 26th Family Service 9am Y

Everyone is very welcome to any service. There is always coffee and tea after the service
and if you would just like to come along for a coffee and a chat please do. The services are
usually about an hour in length.

There is also a Carol Service at Stogursey at 6pm on Sunday December 15 th at which the
Deanery Choir will be helping the singing along.

A big thank you to all who came to the Sausage Sizzle in November.
It was voted a very good night (even if the vicar’s team won AGAIN!)

The evening made £426.16 for church funds.

Victorious Team : “ Waters-Lang”

www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk || Page 4
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Jessie (1930)

A sketch by Richard Brazier based
on an original photograph of the artists
mother when she was about 21. And
no! | was not born for another seven
years.

The Shambles,York

The latest marquetry masterpiece
by John Patterson

Oil painting of Tarr Steps
in Devon.

A semi- impressionistic by
Richard Brazier.

To purchase this art work please
contact Richard on 07721 012178

www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk || Page 5
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Paul and Jackie Matthews
wish a very Happy Christmas
to all in Fiddington Parish
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‘ '\.' Fiddington for a
) very Happy [
¢/ Christmas,anda | g
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prosperous 2025.
From Diana and
Max, Martin and
all the Hill family.
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Sue and David Young
send all good wishes, to
our friends and
neighbours in Fiddington,
for a very Merry
Christmas and Happy
New Year

Happy Christmas and
All good wishes for the
New Year
from
The Parr family

Robin and Jenny =
Wish all the friendly &8
Fiddington folk a )

Happy Christmas
and Peaceful 2025

and thank many for their
valued friendship.
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Rod and Jenny
send all the best for a
p Merry Christmas and
peacefully flowing
traffic in the New
Year. Let Zoggs not
o'erflow its banks!

Jim & Mary
(from the

Woodlands)
To everyone in
Fiddington a
Very Happy
Christmas and
Peaceful New

Year

www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk
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Paul, Andrea
& Luckie

Wish all friends and -
neighbours a joyful festive
season with a Happy and

Healthy New Year.

Hilary and Alan wish
all friends in S
Fiddington a good ‘_
Christmas and a X
very Happy New *
Year .‘

.IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII.

Wishing friends of
Fiddington a very happy and
healthy Festive season and

New Year.
From
Meryl Holder
]

With love
and Christmas
Wishes to all my

friends in

Fiddington
from

Jane Zambra

Here's to a season filled
with warmth, laughter, and
endless cheer. Merry
Christmas, and a Happy New
Year to our dear friends!

Heather & Wayne

John and Carol
Taylor wish
everyone a

Happy
Christmas and a

Happy New
Year

Love from us and
Christmas Cheer
With Peace and Joy for the
Coming Year

Juliet & Dennis

Wishing all our friends in
the Village a very Merry
Christmas and a Happy New
Year.

www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk ||
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200 Club — November

The November draw made at the Sausage Sizzle resulted in the following
prizes being awarded:
£30 — No 105: Mrs Karen Barton

£50 — No 185: Mr Mike Massey

St. Martin’s Church — Fabric Fund 200 Club Draw

Thank you to everyone who purchased tickets for the 2024 draw. After the final draw in December,
more than £1,200 will have been distributed to lucky number winners during the last year with a
similar amount remaining for the Fabric Fund, allocated to maintaining our church and churchyard.
For existing members of the 200 Club Draw new tickets for 2025 will be delivered to you at the
beginning of January. If anyone has any problem with what they receive, or do not receive, please
let me know.

Printed below, is an application form for new members to join and participate in all the 2025 draws.
If paying by BACS please delay your payment until after 1 st January when our Financial Year starts.
Please make sure all forms are returned before the first draw scheduled to be made early in
February 2025.

Note: If you would like any winning amount to be paid directly into your bank account rather than
having to process a cheque, then please include your email address in the form below and we will
contact all prize-winners to confirm the method of payment.

Email addresses will be held securely and only used for activities directly related to St Martin’s
Church.

Paul Matthews. (732175)

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP OF THE FABRIC FUND 200 CLUB DRAW IN 2025
TO: PAUL MATTHEWS, OAKFIELD, CHURCH ROAD, FIDDINGTON, SOMERSET. TA5 1JG

Name:

Number of £10 tickets required:

Address:

Post Code:

Email Address (optional)
Telephone Number:

Signed:
| enclose *Cash/*Cheque to the value of £ (Please make cheques payable to
Fiddington PCC.)

*| have paid £ by BACS transfer to; Account No: 87305380, Sort Code: 60-03-27,
Account Name: Friends of Fiddington. Please use your Surname as the payment reference.

NOTE: For new members paying via BACS, please delay your payment until after 13 January
2025 so that the value is recorded in the correct financial year.
* Please delete as appropriate.

Your privacy. The Fiddington PCC is committed to privacy and will only use personal data for
activities directly related to St. Martin’s Church.
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The Marion Evered Trust

We would like to take this opportunity to wish
everyone a happy Christmas and a great New Year.

2024 has been another good year of fundraising
with various events and donations adding to this

years’ total. We had the pleasure of a few
doctors and staff from Oak Children’s ward at
Musgrove joining us to hand over the fantastic sum

of £15,000.

This money as always goes direct to the children’s
ward to help with equipment and improvements
within the children’s cancer unit. Thanks to all that

200 Club Draw
Les Biffen £50 Bridget Tully £20
Marilyn Puddy £10 Julie Long £5

have helped us reach this total during the year.

MERRY CHRISTMA g

STOGURSEY FORGET-ME-NOT CAFE
JUBILEE ROOMS, CASTLE STREET, STOGURSEY
FORTNIGHTLY ON WEDNESDAYS 10.30-12.00
Upcoming Winter Café Dates:
Wednesday 4™ December

Wednesday 18th December — CHRISTMAS PARTY in the Jubilee Rooms
Wednesday 8th January 2025 - NEW YEAR!

FORGET-ME-NOT CAFES provide support, companionship and a warm welcome to those whe are
recognising issues with their memory, as well as their carers, family, and friends.

There are a variety of activities, some involving existing local groups, such as music, singing, arts, crafts,
poetry, bingo, quizzes, or if preferred, just a quiet chat over a coffee.

We are a voluntary group, financed by donations and fundraising events.

The Café runs twice a month, planned so that the cafe is open the alternate week to

Watchet Forget-me-Not Cafe,

Many friendships have been made over the years.

Please come along and see what we do, you will receive a warm welcome.

FORGET-ME-NOT NEWS

and Carcline and Phil who showed us how to play African drums and played saxophone and cornet.
Everyone joined in with enthusiasm as always and there were plenty of smiles and laughs!
We will be decorating a Christmas Tree again this year for the Christmas Tree Festival in 5t Andrew’s Church.

VOLUNTEERS

We always need extra help at the Forget-me-Not Café, why not pop in one Wednesday and meet everyone,

and see if you'd like to volunteer.
People from all the neighbouring villages are welcome.
For more information please contact:

Helen: 01278 733451 cuttellhelen@gmail.com f lml
Rose: 07507 374234 rosechalk@icloud.com

www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk ||
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A Christmas Panto Wordseach E > E
|Can you find 20 Panto characters in the grid? (Oh yes you CANI)

Aladdin
Abanazar
Buttons
Cinders

Widow Twankey
Mother Goose
Genie

Dandini
Puss-in-Boots
Dick

Ugly Sisters
Stepmother
Jack

Giant

Prince

Daisy

Dame

Wishee- Washee
Fairy
Godmother
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(Apologies for the ones I've
missed — Ed)

Before starting off it'’s worth noting that the retailers will be competing more than usual for your wine
attention. What with the cost-of-living problems and recent duty increases wine sales are falling. There

will be lots of offers but be careful of wine brands being offered. If they are, the brand will have paid a lot
for the privilege. That money mostly comes from one place — quality.

With that in mind, here goes.

Aperitif. It takes a lot to beat fizz. The popular Prosecco isn’t a bad bet. The quality of Prosecco is tightly
controlled by the Italian government (unlike Pinot Grigio). | would guess that they are going to be on

offer and are unlikely to be horrible. A French sparkling wine that is now appearing is from Limoux,

which claims to have invented the champagne method before the champenoise. The wines are a little more
expensive but are lovely. Otherwise, a dry white wine such as a lemon and gooseberry flavoured

Sauvignon might do. Don’t forget the thought of a dry spicy Fino or Manzanilla Sherry.

Turkey. This is a tough one (hopefully not the turkey!). White meat normally means a white wine but the
added bits of sausages, bacon etc encourage a red wine. So, either will do, but don’t go for too heavy a red
wine, so probably not a Malbec or Shiraz (Syrah). A claret from Bordeaux is the classic and the sub £10
ones are now very good value. There are too many other ideas to discuss but red wines with alcohol no
more than 13.5% are a good guide. For the whites, a Chardonnay is always the best bet. Remember that
White Burgundies such as Macon Villages are made from Chardonnay and are soft and often elegant.
Almost all the retailers get theirs form the excellent Cave de Prisse. Otherwise go off the wall and drink a
delicious spicy and perfumed Gewurztraminer from Alsace or a spicy Gruner Veltliner from Austria. You
will be surprised how good both are with Turkey.

Christmas Pudding demands a sweet wine. The classic sweet Sauternes will probably be too expensive so
look for the word Muscat or Muscadelle, which is much the same thing, on the label. They will have a

sweet apricot and peach flavour-.

And later? Assuming that the children or grandchildren haven’t started to break the place up, a glass of 10-
or 20-year-old port will be lovely and likely to send you off to sleep. They are more expensive than basic
ports, but they are lovely and rich. Or you can be really posh and have a Malmsey or Bual Madeira.

And finally. If you know what you like, don’t take any notice of “experts” and just enjoy yourselves. ( M of W)

www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk | Page 10




. from the Village Cook's Kitchen...

Creamed Turbey
Serves 6

120z (359) cooked turkey (or chicken) chopped
30z smoked bacon finely chopped (optional)
1oz (259) butter

1 medium onion chopped

30z (75g) mushrooms - quartered

loz (25g) plain flour

12fl oz (350 ml) turkey or chicken stock

2 tablespoons brandy ( though my mother preferred sherry)
3fl 0z (75mls) cream - single or double

1 tablespoon fresh chopped parsley

salt and freshly milled black pepper

Melt the butter in a large saucepan and gently saute the onion for about 5 minutes, then add the mushrooms and
let them soften, keeping them on the move for a further five minutes. After that remove

them all from the pan with a slotted spoon and set aside. Next add the bacon ( if using) and fry till it turns gold at
the edges at which point return the mushrooms and onions to the pan along with any juices then sprinkle with the
flour. Stir until the flour has soaked up the buttery juices ( and ignore its unpromising appearance).

Next add the stock little by little, still stirring until you have a smooth thick sauce. Lastly add the parsley cream and
brandy ( or sherry). Then add the turkey ( or chicken) and mix.

At this point you can serve it as it is either with plain boiled rice or mashed potatoes or you can make a large, or
several small, puff pastry case (s)

This, or variations of this, can actually be used throughout the year. A good standby.

— <

Our Master of Wine recommends. . .

You are going to need a wine with good levels of acidity to cut through all that rich cream. For a white wine | am
going to suggest something different from Chardonnays or Pinot Grigios, which will do perfectly well but NOT the
cheap ones. A Gavi from North West Italy is lively and appley (Sainsbury's Taste the Difference £10 and Morrison's
The Best £9). They both have the spicy and fresh Picpoul de Pinet from South France (Morrison's Fete de Flavour
£10 and Sainsbury's Taste the Difference £10).

Sainsbury's have the excellent Vielle Ferme from the South of France at £8.50. The dry Rose is also delicious -
same price.

For reds it is probably best to go for a Cabernet Sauvignon, which will have the blackcurrant and spice flavours to
work well with the dish. Sainsbury's have an interesting Taste the Difference example from the Coonawatrra,

the spiritual home of Australian Cabernet (£7.50). You could also look at their Montepulciano d'Abruzzo from Italy
with its cherry and damson flavours.

(BTW: see previous page for Christmas recommendations!)

Many thanks to our Master of Wine for the great Beaujolais Tasting on Sat 23" November! And also
to the makers of the yummy canapés which accompanied — the general consensus was that 2024 was a
pretty fair vintage!

www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk || Page 11




DATES FO ‘OUR DIARY

Sat Dec 7™ 10am BOOK SWAP (with Cooked Breakfast- please BOOK! - 01278 734565)

Sat Dec 14™ 7 for 7.30pm  CHRISTMAS DINNER

Tues Dec 17"  6pm CAROLS ROUND THE TREE

Thurs 26" December 12 noon BOXING DAY RUN (see below)

sat 4™ January 2025 10am Book Swap ( Cooked breakfast — please BOOK!)

fiddingtonnews@gmail.com

Deadline
for the February 2025
New Year Issue is
January 20th

Please send articles/photos/letters
by
email or by post to
Juliet Harkness
Redwood. Whitnell. TAS 11E

If you fancy a bit of fresh air and exercise to work off the turkey why not come and have a
run or walk with friends, family and neighbours. For the competitive there are cups to be won by
Children, Young People and Adults’ Distance: Children, Young People and Walkers (with or without
dogs!) 1 lap = approx 1.5 miles /2.5 km

Adults 2 laps = approx 3 miles/5km
Some of the route is on a track so be prepared for mud!
This year there is the Parr Cup for an adult opting for a single lap.

Start Timel2 noon at the Telephone Box
Meet at 11.50 am to register.
Any Inquiries : Marianne Parr Tel: 01278 733856
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