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We are grateful to Hinkley Point B Power Station, EDF Energy, for printing this Newsletter.

Hall Committee News
Thanks are due to Rod Cole and Paul Matthews who have cut the laurel hedge along the drive and cleared the area
around the path that goes through the wood. The hall and its grounds are dependant on the many volunteers to keep
it going as a village asset. Thank you all.
There are a few dates for us to think about and looked forward to.
The Book Swap Cooked Breakfast on Feb 1st will be the last for this winter season. On April 4th John Hartoch, who
is a local Somerset man will be putting on his Two Man Show .We have heard great reports of it - time and ticket
prices to follow.
At 6pm on Monday Feb 24th, there is going to be a talk in the village hall on
"How to Become a Dementia-friendly village", by Margaret Tatham, who does a lot of dementia work in Watchet.
Dementia is an increasing problem in the UK and it will be an interesting and useful talk. The talk will take about an
hour and tea and coffee will be served afterwards. There will be no charge, but there will be a basket for donations to
the Dementia Society on the way out.
On February
May 24th, which is
the Sunday
of the Bank
church and the hall plan a vintage and classic car show.
Diary
Dates
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Backthe
Page
There's lots of preparation to do, but please let folk know who might want to show an interesting or old car.
The daffodils that we recently planted are coming up - spring is coming!

Win £500 prize
And £1,000 for
the Village Hall ?!
See page 2

Robin Kinahan
Chairman
www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk
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Forwarded from Tina Gardener at

Fiddington Parish Council

From Somerset Association of Local Councils

With ‘Village Halls Week 2020’ (20-26 January) almost upon us, we are running a photo competition to
provide funds for cash-strapped rural community halls. The competition is designed to champion and
emphasise the vital role that halls play in building rural communities. The top prize is £1,000 to the village
hall and £500 to the photographer.

Here are the key points about the competition:
-

Top prize is £1,000 to the village hall and £500 to the photographer. There are other prizes.

Theme: ‘Village Life - a photo which characterises the value of community in your village’. This is not
about ‘pretty villages’ or professional photography, but rather capturing the essence of ‘community’.
-

It’s open to all rural halls. No fee to enter. Halls can enter as many photos as they wish.
Closing date is 15/3/20 but many halls are using Village Halls Week to capture great photos.

-

Details and rules are available from https://villagehallsurvey.com/survey/photo-competition
Trustees can download a poster for noticeboard display from the above link.

-

We’ve received over a hundred entries already, with some very touching photos showing great

community bonds. Please encourage villages to vote for the best photos from other communities in order to
help the judges. https://villagehallsurvey.com/survey/photo-competition/photo-gallery
If halls wish to share information about the competition on Facebook or Twitter, a larger version of
this graphic is attached for their use.

A note from the Editor

Help us win £1000 ?!!
I’m sure many of you out there are keen
photographers, collectors of memorabilia or
historians? I’d be happy to collect photos of
Fiddington and the Parish and pass them to the
Village Hall Committee to choose some for this
competition.
Lots of you must have some great pictures of
the Village in the past or the Flowers Shows/Duck
racing/BBQ or maybe the Boxing day Run?

Do!
A.S.A.P. (note the deadline!)
Anything you can send me please

Send as an attachment to

fiddingtonnews@gmail.com
Juliet Harkness
Did you spot last
month’s typo?
P. 5 in the arrow- ‘Stage’
should have been ‘Page’
Can you find this
month’s?
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ocument or the summary of
Seven runners together with a large number of supporters and numerous dogs braved the
an interesting point. You can
inclement
position
theweather
text box to keep up the tradition of the Boxing Day run. The times of those who
completed
the
are as follows :anywhere in the course
document.
Use the Text Box Tools tab
Billthe
Roberts
26 mins 08 secs
to change
formatting of
the pull quote
Isaac Davis
text box.]
(Age 11)
28 mins 11 secs

Bryn Isaac
Matt Prior
Toby Davis (Age 14)
Alex Stephens (Age 15)
Neil Akehurst

28 mins 58 secs
30 mins 22 secs
31 mins 52 secs
31 mins 52 secs
39 mins 58 secs

Many congratulations to all those who took part.
John Taylor

Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal 2019

I have only just heard from the Local Poppy Appeal Co-ordinator that, thanks to your generosity,
Fiddington contributed £131.32 to the 2019 Poppy Appeal.
This all goes to help the RBL continue to provide welfare and benevolent support to serving and exserving members of the armed forces and their families.
Thank you very much.
Hilary Burland
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Sunday Services for St Martins, Fiddington for February:
Sunday 2 February Eucharist 9am
nd

Sunday 9 February Eucharist 9am
th

Sunday 16 February Eucharist (BCP) 9am
th

Sunday 23 February Joint Benefice Service at 10am at
rd

East Quantoxshead-no service at Fiddington

Tea and Coffee
After every service at Fiddington there is tea, coffee and biscuits served in the church. Please don’t feel you
need to have been to the service. Come along at 10am and join in the chat.

200 Club
There is still time to purchase tickets for this year and be included in the first draw. If you haven’t bought
your tickets and would like to then please contact Paul Matthews (Churchwarden) at pandj@talktalk.net Tel:
732175

Soup Lunch
The third Thursday in the month- February 20 – is Soup Lunch. This takes place in the village hall, starting at
12.30 until 2pm. Not only will there be a lovely selection of soups with bread rolls and fruit to follow but it is
also a chance to come along and chat with old friends and make new ones. Everyone is very welcome. If you
know of anyone who is lonely and maybe on their own please tell them about it as we would love them to
come. Donation only. Thank you to all those brave souls who came in December and January as those
mornings happened to have rain of Biblical proportions which made getting home for some very difficult
indeed!
th

Greek Evening
February 22 2020
nd

3 courses

Tickets £15 a head

Bar
Places will go fast so book early
Tel: 732190 or email me at jenny.kinahan@hotmail.co.uk
I understand freedom of movement
I help people reach their goals
I teach pilates
1-1 equipment based/ group classes

emma

rhys thomas

Quantock Pilates
07928291192
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Chicken Milanese for 4
4 chicken breasts
200g plain flour
2 eggs, beaten with a little milk
200g panko breadcrumbs'olive oil
butter
lemon wedges and Parmesan

1) Butterfly the chicken breasts so that they open like a book. If they feel thick, just place a piece of
parchment paper on top and bash them with a rolling pin to make them thinner.
2) Place the flour, beaten egg and milk and the breadcrumbs in separate dishes. Dip the chicken breasts
into the flour, then the egg and milk and finally the breadcrumbs. Shake off any excess.
3)Heat some olive oil and butter in a frying pan. When bubbling, gently fry the chicken until golden brown,
about 2 minutes on each side depending on the thickness. Remove from the pan and drain on kitchen
paper.
Serve with a rocket salad with a vinaigrette dressing, lemon wedges and grated Parmesan.

Our Master of Wine recomends....

You don't want anything heavy with this. Italy has plenty of light fresh wines that will go
well with this. For whites avoid inexpensive Pinot Grigio like the plague. The more expensive
ones at least taste of something. Much better, try a light fresh Gavi from Piedmont (Sainsburys
Taste the Difference £9) or a more fragrant Pecorino (Sainsburys Taste the Difference £7).
For a red try Morrisons Organic Montepulciano d'Abruzzo £6. These wine from Abruzzo
are much better than the giggle juice they used to be.

February WordSearch
Can you find 15 words that relate to February in the grid?
Answers on back page
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It’s worth checking the hedgerows in autumn….
Some things are more visible at that time of year – things that are easily missed at other seasons.
It was not until 14 November that I spotted some very distinctive leaves freshly fallen upon one of
Fiddington’s field paths. There were any number of autumn leaves lying around, blown down in
recent winds to grace the muddy wayside puddles for two or three days before fading into obscurity.
All the familiar local trees were represented, including the field maples whose leaves go a similar
colour to what I had suddenly encountered.
th

Larger, thicker, more pointed, and a lovely golden colour….these were from a whole row of
hedgerow trees, modest in size, easily overlooked in summer’s greenery. Absolutely no mistake: I
had stumbled upon some Wild Service Trees (Sorbus torminalis) – in fact, a row of poles grown from
a single organism, for this is a tree that regenerates from suckers, seemingly indefinitely.
As a community of trees, they must have been growing there for centuries, with new poles replacing
old.
It is a rare but native tree, associated with the ancient wildwood. Its presence indicates just how old a
woodland or hedgerow must be, for this is a species that does not readily grow from seed, even
though berries are produced each year (and a small flock of fieldfares was tucking in when I checked
the hedge more closely). The hedge in question could easily be an assart hedge, dating from the
original clearance of native forest.
I am told that a Wild Service population is known at Nether Stowey, quite possibly involving just one
original tree again. Well, now we know that Fiddington can hold its own in such matters.
Rod Cole

LIBRARY NEWS
This month’s meeting features Fiddington’s own Rod Cole.
His illustrated talk will reveal Russia’s secret nature reserves,
a special interest of his since his residence there.
A rare opportunity to learn of a little-known aspect of Soviet and post-Soviet life.
AND to hear an expert local Fiddington resident.

Wednesday 12th February at 7.30pm
£3.50 for members; £4.50 visitors including refurbishments
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Editor’s Post Box
Alicia Evans sends her CONGRATULATIONS!
To Jess (Corkey) and Joe (O’hare) on the birth
of baby Noahon 18th December 2019 at 3:31am
by c section.
He was a little whoppa for a first baby at 9lb!

“Following the horrendously noisy firework
display held near Whitnell on New Years Eve, could
I suggest a small portion of a column be given
over to a 'Fireworks Alert' insert to notify us animal
carers where and when these scary events will
take place. I'm told that the Parish council have to
be notified of such events so this would be an
opportunity for them to share this information.”
(Address supplied)

Ed: in the future the Parish Council will be
forwarding notifications from Stowey Lakes when
Fireworks are anticipated. I will post these, but can
obviously only give warnings of other events as
and when I receive them.

Thanks from Jane Zambra

Noah Matthew O’hare

“My thanks to Ruth for her fantastic spread
at the wake; to Carol, Andrea, Olive and
Hilary for the wonderful flowers in the church
and everybody who sent such kind cards and
messages.
I cannot get over the kindness and
thoughtfulness of the people of Fiddington. I
count myself blessed.”

The Marion Evered Trust
There will be an evening of Words
Music and entertainment from Bob and Mal featuring Alice Keene on vocals
at Over Stowey Village Hall on
Saturday 7th March.
Music from various Decades, West end and TV to entertain
all tastes. Come along and enjoy. Bar will be open.
A list of future event dates will be in next newsletter.

From Heather Hawley
See the link below for this App. Dr Bridges -one of the Paediatricians at Musgrove Park Hospital, who also made
contributions towards the development of my books - helped develop this App. It is for parents and professionals.
It gives pathways for different childhood symptoms based on a traffic light system. Really useful for parents when
they are not sure whether to get medical advice or not. It can prevent delay in treatments as many parents, when
not sure what to do, do nothing; or they worry unnecessarily because they cannot find some clear advice.
https://www.tsft.nhs.uk/patients-and-visitors/innovation-projects/handi-paediatric-specialist-advice-when-andwhere-you-need-it/

HANDi - Paediatric Specialist Advice When
and Where You Need it
HANDi Taunton has been developed by the Paediatric team at
Musgrove Park Hospital to provide expert support to
parents/carers and medical professionals looking after children
with the most common childhood illnesses:
www.tsft.nhs.uk
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Dates for your Diary
Saturday Feb 1st

Book Swap (cooked breakfast from 10am)

Thursday Feb 20th 12.30-2pm
Monday Feb 24th

6pm

Soup Lunch (donation only)

“How to become a Dementia Friendly Village”
( see below )

Looking ahead……
Sunday May 24th

Vintage and Classic Car Show

Saturday June 27th

Village BBQ ( with Dog Show and Games)

TALK
Given by Margaret Tatham
“ How to Become a
Dementia Friendly Village ”

in Fiddington Village Hall
Monday 24th. February

At 6.00pm.
Followed by Tea or Coffee and Biscuits
The talk will last approximately one hour

February Wordsearch answers: valentine, couple, mud, fog, mist,
sweetheart, rain, crocus, lambs, snowdrops, pancakes, lent, birdsong,
frost, love

fiddingtonnews@gmail.com
Deadline for the March Newsletter is

Monday 24th February
email as above or in writing to:

Juliet Harkness

Redwood,Whitnell, BRIDGWATER TA5 1JE
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