We are grateful to Hinkley Point B Power Station, EDF Energy, for printing this Newsletter

Village Hall Committee News
Chairman’s Note
Sadly our hall remains closed for the time being. It will be wonderful when it can resume its service to
our community.
Meanwhile, your Committee is keeping an eye on it making sure that there are no burst pipes and that it
stays clean and tidy.
There is one item of excitement! Somerset Life are doing an article on the painting of the container, with
pictures of the container and our two artists, Juliet and Richard. I am told it's going to be in the
September issue.
Roll on the vaccines! Keep well and safe everybody

Note from the Editor
Dear Readers
My thanks to our regular
contributors to Fiddington News

Robin Kinahan
(Chair
of the Village Hall Committee)
Saturday Nov 10th
th
Saturday
8 Decemberwww.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk
2pm
VILLAGE HALL
JUMBLE
SALE
Christmas Dinner
Booking form
on back page

Please don’t forget that
this newsletter is for and about your
community....
So ‘Have your Say’ by writing to the
Postbag and please send me any
information, articles and
photographs that you think people
would be interested in.
Thanks
JH

Post Bag

Ruth & Mike Short send their
very best wishes for 2021 to
everyone in the Fiddington area.

(Apologies from the editor that
their Christmas Greetings missed
the last issue)

www.fiddingtonvillage
hall.co.uk
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St Martin of Tours, Fiddington
Church Services for February
Due to the continuing lockdown there will be no
services in the churches of the Benefice during February.
However, there will be services held on Zoom each Sunday
at 10.30am that will take the form of the Eucharist celebrated by the Rector, Nicky, from the Rectory in
Stogursey. There will also be a Zoom service at 10.30am on each Wednesday until the beginning of Lent on Ash
Wednesday. If anyone would like to participate who does not get the regular service sheets and pew sheets with
the relevant Zoom invitation, please contact either:
Paul Matthews (Church Warden) 01278 732175 or email: pandj@talktalk.net
Jenny Kinahan (Secretary to the PCC) 01278 732190 or email: jenny.kinahan@hotmail.co.uk
Or Nicky, the Rector, 01278 732873 or email: rectoryqcb@gmail.com
At the time of going to press there are no further details available yet but during Lent there will be extra services
and study groups on Zoom. For more details nearer the time please contact one of the above.

Important dates for your diary:
Ash Wednesday Feb. 17
Mothering Sunday March 14th
Good Friday April 2
Easter Sunday April 4th
Church Open for Private Prayer
th

nd

St Martin of Tours, Fiddington will be open for Private Prayer on Wednesdays from 1pm to 4pm and Sundays
from 9am to 1pm. The church is organised for social distancing with hand sanitiser at the door. If someone else,
who is not in your family bubble, is in the church at the same time it would be advisable to wear a mask. Please
observe the strict Covid Secure rules displayed at the church door to keep everyone safe. Should you develop
Covid after you have visited a church please ensure that you let the Church Warden, Paul Matthews know of this (
contact details above ). This is essential. Thank you.
The provision of services will be reviewed at the beginning of March.

200 CLUB
The final draw for 2020, normally undertaken at the village Christmas Dinner, was a more sober affair this year.
Our thanks to Kerry and Ben Ellicot for the use of their garden, where together with their children, Megan and
Harry, and Hilary Burland the following prize-winning numbers were selected:
Prize

Ticket

Name

£30

161

Mr Ivor Habberfield

£50

180

Mr Arthur Wood

£70

75

Mr Wayne Hawley

£100

176

Mrs Jean Parry

£250

46

Mr Nigel Pearce
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A Challenging Famous Lovers Wordsearch
Can you find and unite 8 famous fictional Couples,
separated and lost in the grid?
Answers on the back page
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At Stowey Gardeners we are particularly aware of how
important getting out in our gardens is in these confined
times.
However not all of us have gardens and those of us who
do sometimes need a break and some inspiration.
As soon as travel restrictions are lifted Stowey Gardeners
would like you to join us (whether a member or not), free of
charge, on our various planned car visits to gardens in
Somerset.
We have arranged dates for visits to Burrow Farm &
Courthouse, Kilve and Greencombe gardens,Porlock in May
and to Sally Gregson’s garden at Mill Cottage Plants in July.
If you would like to join a distanced/covid-safe outing
PLEASE get in touch with me for further details of where we
hope to meet; or for enquiries regarding the Club in 2021:
Juliet Harkness (Chair) 01278 733245
Our full (provisional)Programme is available for you to see
on our website:
https://sites.google.com/site/stoweygardeners/

www.fiddingtonvillage
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Quick Valentine Quiz
1.Which Scottish poet wrote
’A Red,Red Rose’?
2. Who fell in love with Marge Bouvier
in 1974 when he met her at
summer camp?
3. Which fruit is sometimes called a
love apple?
4. Who sang the opening theme to the
1980s sitcom ‘A Fine Romance’?
5. Who played the title role in the film
‘Shirley Valentine’?
6. Who played William Shakespeare in
‘Shakespeare in Love’?
7. Whose romantic relationships were
written about in a 1996 novel by
Helen Feilding?
8. What is widely regarded as the ‘most
beautiful monument to love ever
made’?
9. Name the Greek equivalent of the
Roman god Cupid?
10. Who wrote the song’Crazy Little
Thing Called Love’ whilst in the
bath?
Answers on the back page

The Marion Evered Trust
Happy new year to all, let’s hope that
2021 will be an improvement on last year.
We are hoping to resume to some normal
charity fund raising events this year and
will update as time goes forward.
In the meantime a new year of our 200
club charity draw is running and monthly
prize draws will continue.
If you are interested in joining in this years
draws please contact Sara on 01278
732942
Thanks for your continued support
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Timely measures for the birds

February is a very good time to think ahead for the songbirds
which give such delight aroundFiddington.
Some sturdy nest boxes are
already being constructed, to augment some of those already in
existence.
Those in the spinney are due for refurbishing:
at least two of them were modified in the past, when their
openings were widened by woodpeckers which, no doubt,
consumed the luckless fledglings inside.
Not all songbirds utilise nestboxes, of course.
The
goldfinches build their nests in tall-grown herbage beside hedges
and bushes – a consideration when it comes to maintaining
hedges that are too rigorously cut back. Indeed, the treatment
of hedges has a direct influence upon the wildbird population.
The first-year growth from hedges supports a remarkably
high population of small insects in the following summer if it is
left uncut that first winter – and those caterpillars and wee
creatures, emerging from eggs that overwintered on that
growth, provide the essential protein for developing fledglings in
their nests. Moreover, the thicker cover makes more nesting
possible. So powerful are the modern tools available for
trimming hedges that it is perfectly possible to rotate the cutting,
leaving one side or the top uncut each autumn in succession,
where conditions permit.
The same thought applies to the grasses and other
vegetation at the foot of a hedge, especially if it is on the
southern or western side, for such sheltered spots support a
great deal of insect life and, in turn, the small mammals, not
least the hedgehogs that are such a delightful feature of
Fiddington. If you mow right up to the base of a hedge (or wall)
you unwittingly destroy the basis of much that delights!
Leave a space for nature. Better still, create one.
Rod Cole
www.fiddingtonvillage
hall.co.uk
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Tuscan Bean Soup
A filling main meal soup. for 4
Ingredients
2 tbsp olive oil
2 sticks celery chopped small
1 red onion ( or any other colour onion) chopped small
2 carrots ( or 3 if small) chopped small
2 courgettes
1 x 432g can cannellini beans drained and rinsed
258g - 8oz - smoked pork sausage cut into in 1 inch lengths ( I use frankfurters )
2 x 450 g carton fresh tomato and basil soup
S & P and parmesan to serve
Method
Heat the oil in a large saucepan and fry the celery, onion and carrots until soft ( 5 minutes or more)
Add the courgettes, cover the pan and cook gently for another 5 minutes
Add the beans, sausage and soup and bring slowly to simmering point. Cook gently for a further 10
minutes, or until veg cooked. Season to taste.
I have been known to use baked beans instead of cannellini, but it makes the soup very sweet.

Our Master of Wine recommends . . .
There are two options here. One is the classic soup and wine combination, which is
Fino Sherry. Fortunately, the brand leader ,Tio Pepe,is a decent Fino and is stocked
almost everywhere. Otherwise a warming red might do. Sainsbury has the
reliable Argentinian Trivento Malbec (£6) and the Sainsbury Taste the Difference
Western Australian Shiraz isn't at all bad.

www.fiddingtonvillage
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fiddingtonnews@ gmail.com

Deadline
for the next Issue is

February 22nd

Please send articles/photos/letters by
email or by post to
Juliet Harkness
Redwood, Whitnell, TA5 1JE

Wordsearch Couples: Romeo &
Juliet, Abelard & Heloise, Beatrice&
Benedict, Antony & Cleopatra,
Daphnis & Chloe, Titania & Oberon,
Lancelot & Guinevere,
Scarlett & Rhett.
Quick Quiz Answers
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Robbie Burns
Homer Simpson
Tomato
Judi Dench
Pauline Collins
Joseph Fiennes
Bridget Jones’s
The Taj Mahal
Eros
Freddie Mercury
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