We are grateful to Hinkley Point B Power Station, EDF, for printing this Newsletter

Village Hall Committee News
Chairman’s Introduction
Carols under the tree was a great success and seemed to have a record attendance. People
seemed to enjoy having the mulled wine and mince pies by the braziers outside the hall. Thank you,
David Scott for the music, Paul and Andrea Crosland for the mulled wine and many folk for the mince
pies.
Carefully, our hall is now open for use. People who hire the hall are expected to abide by whatever rules
the government has in place - before they change them again!
The Book Swap is now back and has been well attended in December and January. We lay out the hall
carefully and have windows and doors open.
The installation of the new playground equipment starts during the week of January 24th when the old kit
is being taken out. The new kit is being installed the following week of Jan 31st.
Thank you to the many people who helped get the grant to achieve this.
Best wishes to all for a happy and healthy 2022.
Robin Kinahan

(Chair of the Village Hall Committee)
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Report from Fiddington PC
We held our last Parish Council meeting on 18 January 2022.
th

Prior to our Parish Council meeting we had a meeting with EDF, Sedgemoor District Council and Mill
Farm to discuss plans to expand Mill Farm with increased touring pitches and new pitches for static
caravans to house more workers for Hinkley Point C. Once the expansion is no longer required for HPC
workers it will be retained as tourist accommodation. After listening to the plans and the discussions
that took place, Chairman Derek Buller asked for a public meeting as he said this was something the
whole village should be aware of and have the opportunity to comment on and not just the Parish
Council. This expansion will be subject to planning approval and it is anticipated that an application
would be made in March 2022. The public meeting will take place on Tuesday 15 February at 6.00pm in
Fiddington Village Hall and everyone is welcome to attend.
th

Planning permission has been granted for 28/12/00007 – Application for Non-Material Amendment to
Planning Permission 28/19/00003 (erection of agricultural workers dwelling) to allow for the installation
of 8 Solar PV panels integrated into the roof tiling of the Annex, Pops Farm and 28/12/00008 –
Certificate of Lawfulness for the existing use of land as residential garden area at The Old Dairy,
Keenthorne
A new application 28/12/00009 was received for change of use of part of the nursery to landscape
maintenance yard and stores and the formation of a wigwam holiday site at Keenthorne. After listening
to a presentation from the applicant and concerns raised from residents of neighbouring properties,
Councillors were unanimous in their decision to oppose this application.
Parish Council elections will take place on 5 May 2022 at the same time as the elections for the new
Somerset Council. Have you ever thought of being a Councillor for Fiddington? You have to be over 18,
live within the parish and be able to spare a few hours a month, we only have 6 scheduled meetings a
year. If you are interested, please contact the Clerk or any parish councillor for more information.
th

Recycle More – Hopefully by now you should have all received information from Somerset Waste
Partnership with the changes to recycling being rolled out at the end of February. You will receive a
‘bright blue bag’ to recycle more plastic. Small batteries and electrical items will also be collected. More
information can be found at www.somersetwaste.gov.uk/recycle-more
Our next meeting will be on Tuesday 15 March 2022 at 7.30pm in Fiddington Village Hall.
th

Tina Gardener
Clerk to Fiddington Parish Council
clerk@fiddington-pc.org.uk
www.fiddington-pc.org.uk
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St. Martin’s Church News for February
At present it is still a requirement to wear masks in church and
social distancing has still to be observed. There will be hand
sanitiser at the door. Singing quietly behind a mask is now
permitted but sadly we cannot yet have a get together for coffee
after the service. The Eucharist is shared by intinction of the wafer
in the wine by the priest which is then handed to the
communicant.
Sunday Feb 6 Eucharist 9am
th

Sunday Feb 12th Eucharist 9am
Sunday Feb 19 Eucharist (BCP) 9am
th

Sunday Feb 26 Benefice Service at 10.30am at St Martin’s Fiddington. It is very much hoped that this
can go ahead but there is just a chance that the service will need to be on Zoom if cases of Covid 19 do
not fall or are increasing by then. There will be a notice in the week before on the church door if the
service has to be on Zoom.
th

ALSO
Every Tuesday at 10.00 am there is an on line Home Group Bible Study and every Wednesday at 10.00
am there is an online service with hymns, prayers and a thought for the day. Everyone is most welcome
to all or any online events and the access code/meeting ID is 871 855 3016 as above.

Sausage Sizzle and Quiz
Keep the date:

Saturday March 12 in the Village Hall at 6.30pm
th

Unlike our usual open house, it will be necessary to book for this event so that tables can be spaced and
people safely distanced. It will be the usual format of teams of 4 with sausage, mash and onions to start
and with delicious puds to follow. Then we all settle into a mind exercising quiz! There will be details of
the booking procedure in the March newsletter but start by marking it in your diary and getting your
team together. Proceeds to the church fabric fund.
Jenny Kinahan (Hon. Sec. to the PCC)

200 Club – December 2021 Draw
With no Christmas Dinner for the final draw of 2021, the December Book Swap and Coffee
Morning allowed us to end the year with the following prize winners:
£30 – Nbr 217: Mr Matt Soffe
£50 – Nbr 129: Mr Simon Barton
£70 – Nbr 70: Mrs Bekki Broadbank
£100 – Nbr 146: Mr & Mrs David Webber
£250 – Nbr 167: Mr Ben Ellicott
www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk
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Postbag

Thank you all for the very kind donations that you gave to the Foodbank in the Christmas News
issue. A fantastic £250 was raised.
The Bridgwater Foodbank has had a very busy autumn and approach to Christmas. In October and
November, the number of people we helped was +30% and in December +59%. The increases started
once the Universal Credit was reduced by £20 a week in Sept 2021. We haven’t analysed the figures
in detail yet, but normally about 40% of those we help are children; a total of 1498 people.
So far, January has proved to be busy as well with the number of people asking for help well up on
January 2021.Inflation, the reduction of £20 a week in the Universal Credit and rising energy costs
have harmed a lot of people on marginal income, many of whom are on minimum wages and with
young families. We are nervously waiting for the consequences of further energy increases in May.
At the moment, thanks to the generosity of people in the Bridgwater area we do have enough
resources to deal with the anticipated growth in demand on our services.
Thank you all
Robin Kinahan
Treasurer Bridgwater Foodbank
Good Morning
I can confirm that we have the following dates booked in for fireworks at Quantock Lakes in 2022.
As noted previously we will aim to fire before 10.30pm to ensure disruption is kept to a minimum. I will
update this list and recirculate if additional dates are added or removed.
Thursday 31st March 2022
Tuesday 3rd May 2022
Thursday 19th May 2022
Saturday 21st May 2022
Saturday 2nd July 2022
Saturday 5th November 2022
Kind Regards
Naomi
www.quantocklakes.com
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Rebecca Louise McWilliam (née Hawley)

It is with deep regret that we write to tell you that on January 10TH our eldest daughter passed
away suddenly aged 39.
Becky had for several years been struggling with alcoholism which slowly stole her mind. She was a
bright lively young lady who enjoyed sport and represented her country at rugby, playing fly
half. You may have seen her in and around Fiddington, cycling, walking or running as during the last
two years of her life she spent much of it living with us. She always wanted life to be Disney. We
hope she is now at peace, can do the Disney, be the butterfly, be Becky again. Even though she
cannot be here for us to share that with her, we find comfort in that thought.
We would like to thank all the local people who helped and cared for Becky in her times of need.
The funeral will be held in St Martin’s Church on Wednesday 2nd February at 12:00, followed by a
wake in the Fiddington Village hall. Here is a link to her tribute page....
Tribute to Rebecca McWilliam, ( née Becky Hawley ) 1982 - 2022 (muchloved.com)
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Scallop and bacon risotto
Scallops are in season now, and you can get fresh, but if not, frozen queenie scallops.
1 tablespoon olive oil
1 onion
1 clove of garlic, crushed
227g frozen scallops ( defrosted) or 200g fresh
4 rashers good smoked back bacon, chopped
250g arborio rice
a few threads of saffron
grated zest and juice of 1 lime
600mls (1pint) hot chicken stock
1 tablespoon chopped parsley
salt and pepper
1) Heat the oil in the pan and fry the onion and the garlic gently for about 5 minutes, until soft but not
brown.
2) Add the scallops and bacon and cook for another 5 minutes ( personally I would put the bacon in
first for a minute or so before adding the scallops)
3) stir in the rice until well coated in oil,
4) meanwhile add the saffron, lime zest and juice to the hot stock and allow to infuse for a couple of
minutes
5)add about a quarter of the stock to the pan and stir constantly until it has been absorbed by the rice
6) add another quarter and repeat the process, stirring less frequently during the second and
third additions of stock, but more again for the last batch. You may need to add a little more stock.
The whole process should take about 20 minutes. The rice should still have some bite when it is ready
7) Stir in the parsley, and salt and pepper to taste.
8)Serve immediately.

Good old reliable Chardonnay wines will be fine with this,
but let's try to be a bit more adventurous and try something more fragrant
which will go with the spices and lemon. Sainsbury has two interesting ideas.
The Cotes de Gascogne Colombard, Sauvignon £8 from the admirable Plaimont co-op beautifully
combines the gooseberry character of Sauvignon to the smell of roses of the Colombard grape
allied to fashionably low alcohol.. The Australian Yalumba Y Series Viognier £7.50 is all peaches
and apricot with the richness of a touch more alcohol.
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The World of Wine
In the late spring of 2021, a lot of France suffered a late frost, which badly
damaged the buds and young shoots of many vines. Unusually the frost
travelled much further South than normal. The usual Northern suspects,
such as Chablis, Champagne and Sancerre suffered severe damage, but the
damage went as far South as the Languedoc in the South. A period of warm
damp weather caused all sorts of rots in champagne and Burgundy further
spoiling the crop.
Champagne and Burgundy are well beyond the pockets of normal beings, but the damage extended into
areas which make less expensive wines. The result has been widespread price increases and lack of
supply. The most startling increase is in Chablis, which a couple of years ago was available at £8-£10.
Today the price is between £14 and £15.
So, what’s going to fill the gap? Not easy. Many countries that produce good value wines have recently
had problems such as drought, frosts and fire and smoke damage – Australia, California, Chile and New
Zealand among others. The country that hasn’t had so many problems is South Africa, whose wines are
much better than they used to be. South Africa now has the ability to produce decent wines at prices
around £6 and they seem to have plenty of it – exports to the UK were up 20% in 2021. A weak currency
keeps the prices sensible. Another country with wine available and a weak currency is Argentina. I guess
that we’ll see more wine from these two countries in the year ahead. We don’t have to be frightened of
their quality anymore.
Did you know? Wines sales in the off- licences has been good during the lockdowns. The fastest growing category
was sherry. Yes sherry! – admittedly from a low base. In Fiddington, we have a little Wine Group that will start
again on February 9th. We meet every two weeks and taste eight wines and I try to explain them
without boring everybody to tears.

We have two places available.
The cost is £7.50 each. If you would like to join,

please ring me on 01278 732190.
Robin Kinahan

The Marion Evered Trust
Firstly, a big thankyou to all that donated prizes
and had a go on the Christmas raffle. We
managed to raise over £1600.00 which is a
fantastic addition to start this year’s fundraising.
Also a new year of the 200 club raffle is about to
begin, Contact Sara on 01278732942 if you want
to join, existing members will receive invites
shortly.
Dates for your Diary
Easter Monday Easter Bingo, always very well
attended so arrive in time, Eyes down 7.30pm
April 3 Annual Tractor run email
terstractors@icloud.com for details and booking
rd
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The case for (some) long grass
Regularly mown grass looks wonderfully neat and manicured, bringing satisfaction and joy to its beholder.
Moreover, with modern equipment it is seductively easy to generate, with the corresponding temptation to lay low
any other area of grass that comes under one’s control. Let order prevail!
Don’t get me wrong: it has its place. We all resort to it. But applied too indiscriminately it comes at a price in
terms of the natural environment. Not much can live on a mown lawn. No grasshoppers, for a start. Caterpillars?
Beetles? Flying insects?
But we want our hedgehogs! Why aren’t there any? Precious few frogs and toads…. any lizards? Voles?
Shrews? As adults we cannot hear the squeaks of the latter any more – but so what? They are probably not there to
be heard (or precious few).
Yet it is so easy to leave some areas of grass unmown all summer long, allowing insects to colonise and proliferate
and wildflowers to bloom and set seed. Amphibians move in. Other things happen too. A section of the
churchyard that was unmown this summer drew the moles from elsewhere within God’s Acre, for it was cooler and
moister and better endowed with earthworms than the hot, dry expanses of mown order. Some delightful but quite
scarce wildflowers bloomed and set seed. Autumnal cutting of the grass revealed the mole-worked soil, all since
levelled – and already there is a scattering of Lady’s Smock seedlings, bursting forth from long-dormant seed.
Crucially, the cut vegetation was removed rather than rotted in situ, in turn keeping the nutrient level low.
This was achievement enough, one might say. Yet care is needed, for in leaving the grass unmown all summer one
is setting up a lot of butterflies, moths and other creatures to fail, if they move in, only to have their larvae destroyed
when the autumnal cutting takes place.
In such situations, there is a case for a section being left uncut right over winter and well into the next year, for then
the wee creatures survive and metamorphose, and bigger creatures can feast on littler ones, and the voles and shrews
can find a niche…. and wild birds find sustenance among the seedheads (not only seeds, but wee creatures like
spiders).
Indeed, what’s wrong with leaving grass unmown for two or three years, where circumstance permits? Far more
happens, even if not immediately obvious. The owls and kestrels take an interest, for a start.
Oh, and in this day and age, other considerations come into play. Long grass produces far more oxygen that shortmown lawn. Sheltered ground, covered with vegetation both live and decaying, locks carbon dioxide. Machines
burn up oxygen and belch carbon dioxide and other unwanted gasses. Fuel costs money, machines need expensive
maintenance the more they are used.
Every little helps, as the grocer constantly reminds us. And with British wildlife in serious long-term decline, and
Fiddington wildlife so obviously under pressure, it is worth rethinking the attitude to some of that grass.

Rod Cole

www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk

Page 8

Serenade

Romantic Wordsearch
Can you find 15 words connected with Feb.14th in the
grid?
Answers on the back page
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Djuna Barnes - 1892-1982
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Three paces down the shore, low
sounds the lute,
The better that my longing you may
know;
I’m not asking you to come,
But—can’t you go?
Three words, “I love you,” and the
whole is said—
The greatness of it throbs from sun
to sun;
I’m not asking you to walk,
But—can’t you run?
Three paces in the moonlight’s glow
I stand,
And here within the twilight beats
my heart.
I’m not asking you to finish,
But—to start.

Who is Silvia?
By William Shakespeare
(from Two Gentlemen of Verona)
Who is Silvia? What is she,
That all our swains commend her?
Holy, fair, and wise is she;
The heaven such grace did lend her,
That she might admirèd be.
Is she kind as she is fair?
For beauty lives with kindness.
Love doth to her eyes repair,
To help him of his blindness;
And, being helped, inhabits there.
Then to Silvia let us sing,
That Silvia is excelling;
She excels each mortal thing
Upon the dull earth dwelling;
To her let us garlands bring
Moonlight Serenade – by Bill Bell
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Sat Feb 5th

10am

Book Swap coffee morning

Sat March 5th

10am

Book Swap coffee morning

Sat March 12th

6.30pm

Sausage Sizzle Quiz

Sat March 19th

2pm

Jumble Sale (to be confirmed)

Public meeting regarding Mill Farm
EDF Energy and Mill Farm would like to invite residents of Fiddington to
attend a consultation event to set out emerging plans for an extension to
Mill Farm Camping and Caravan site. Residents are invited to Fiddington
th
Village Hall at 6pm on Tuesday 15 February 2022; the event will
begin with a presentation followed by an opportunity for residents to pose
questions. Feedback from the event will help EDF Energy and Mill Farm to
put together a planning application which will be submitted to Sedgemoor
District Council in due course.

Wordsearch Answers:
Sweetheart, valentine, cupid, verses,
adoration, girlfriend, boyfriend, lover, wife,
husband, fiancée, champagne, chocolates,
flowers, cards

fiddingtonnews@gmail.com

Deadline
for the March 2022
Issue is
Feb 21st
Please send articles/photos/letters by
email or by post to
Juliet Harkness
Redwood, Whitnell, TA5 1JE
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