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We are grateful to Hinkley Point B Power Station, EDF, for printing this Newsletter

Chairman’s Introduction

Hello Fiddington,
| hope you all had a lovely Christmas?

Thank you to everyone that attended our Village Hall Christmas Meal last year.
It was a great success again and lots of fun was had by all.

Well done to those that took part in our Fiddington Boxing Day Run.
Angela and | will aim to be faster in 2025!

Please also keep in mind we are looking for a volunteer to take over from Juliet our editor.
It would be such a shame to lose our Newsletter but without an editor I'm afraid this is inevitable.

And for all you romantics - Don’t forget Valentine’s Day is around the corner
Take care all

James U'Dell
(Chair of the Village Hall Committee)

In this Issue www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk
Editor’s Spring Clean! p.2

A Tribute for Pat p.3

The Village in Pictures p.4
Fiddington Run Times p.8

If you want a cooked breakfast Dates for the Diary
at Book Swap On the Back Page
Don’t Forget to BOOK well in
advance!!
01278 734565

www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk || Page 1



http://www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk/

Editor's Spring Clean

As T will soon be passing the baton to a, no doubt, younger
and abler editor I thought perhaps I should ‘clean up’ the
adverts in the Newsletter for March.

T expect many of you, like me, have difficulty reading t
small print on some of the ads and have probably got rathe
used to them ( a polite way of saying “have been ignoring
them!") This is a job I should have done years ago - my
apologies to readers - Better late than never!

So this is an INVITATION to any small business to place
your Ad in the Newsletter for a YEAR for just £20

(for Village hall Funds)

Please note: I would like to keep the Ads no larger than a
credit card if possible. Please keep the wording to a minimum
so that we can read the email and telephone number clearly.

In March I will be removing all the existing Ads and
hoping to receive and display the ‘fresh look’ hew ones.

So please send me : fiddingtonnews@gmail.com your art
work asap and on confirmation of your BACS payment of £20
to:

Fiddington Village Hall, business account,

Sort Code: 52-30-42 Ac No : 38088347

Ref : Newsletter Ad & Name

I will be putting your Ads in for March or April

(NB Charities & Clubs are exempt from charges but the editor
reserves the right to frim content if space is limited)

Juliet Harkness, Editor

Angie Cares

If you are looking for a care provider,
look no further.

Whatever your need is, full care or just
someone to shop or take you to
appointments.

| have over 30 years of experience in
providing care and supporting people to
live independently in their own homes.
Please contact me if you think | can
support you in any way.

Contact Details:
Mobile. 07966694412
Email. AngieCares@mail.com

Transform your kitchen from feeling
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www.thefurniturerestylist.co.uk
07872 173391
claire@thefurniturerestylist.co.uk
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Beauy

Not Just Travel Wanderlust
0333 121 6999

% BRIDGWATER FLOORING
| FLOORING CONTRACTORS
Carpets - Vinyls — Laminates - Woods

Einotjusttravel.wanderlust @ $PABTA Ewanderlust6999

Modern & Friendly Environment
Gift Vouchers Available
Ladies Gents & Children

Full Disabled Access

East Street Cannington TA5 2HJ Tel: 01278-651251

www.browns-hairandbeauty.co.uk

INSURANCE THAT’S
ON YOUR DOORSTEP

Call our office in Bridgwater on
01278 663216

Factory Outlet Sales 01278 434727
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Patricia Scott of Russet House
(1943-2025)

A Tribute

Patricia, known to all as Pat, was born in April 1943 in the Lancashire mill town of Radcliffe and enjoyed a happy
childhood with her parents, two younger sisters, brother and the many aunts, uncles & cousins who lived nearby.
She was a highly intelligent child who, at the age of 11 won a coveted scholarship to the famous Bolton School for
Girls.

She married David at her home church in March 1963 and the couple continued to live in Lancashire where their
first daughter Helen was born in September1964 with severe Spina Bifida which was to change both David and
Patricia’s lives.

In early1966 David obtained a job with a major Construction Group in North London, so the family which by
now included Pat’s second daughter Lesley moved to Hertfordshire where Jon joined the family. They prospered
and David, in no small measure due to Pat’s support, earned a string of promotions and was appointed Managing
Director in 1971. They moved again, this time to a house of David’s design, in Moor Park, Hertfordshire.

David resigned his position as Managing Director, in order to spend more time with the family and, as it were,
went back to his roots, setting up the architectural firm of HSD in 1974, Patricia controlled the financial side of the
business in Hertfordshire and also was also Administrator and Company Secretary of a construction industry trade
association.

The decision to sell the house in Hertfordshire and move was made primarily because of Helen’s deteriorating
health, and as, by this time (1999) both Lesley and Jon were independent there was nothing to stop them moving to
the country, and so in short they did.

And so Fiddington became Pat’s home. Many will recall the family living in two caravans on site during the build,
where they first experienced the generosity and support of the village folk. Russet House was ready by early 2001
and included an annexe designed for wheelchair use which was occupied by Helen until her death in 2009.

Pat was a loving Mum to all her children, and cared for Helen from childhood to adulthood with outstanding
devotion as many in Fiddington will remember.

In April 2002 Pat became a loving Grandma with the birth of Sophie, Jon’s first daughter, and subsequently Amy,
Kerry, Dominic and Demi joined the family.

Pat was a dedicated Christian being brought up in the Baptist tradition however on moving to Fiddington, and
largely because of the welcome received, joined St Martin’s Church where she continued to serve her Lord
faithfully. She became Church Treasurer, was a member of the PCC and Deanery Synod and also ran the annual
interdenominational Women’s World Day of Prayer. She was, in addition, the West Somerset organiser and
driving force behind the Samaritans Purse Shoe Box Appeal, travelling to Churches and Schools all over the area
inspiring people to pack a shoe box with toys and gifts to be opened on Christmas Day by a needy child. So she
lived out the gospel message faithfully until the onset of her progressive condition meant she could no longer do
S0.

She went to be in the presence of her Saviour just after midnight on Saturday 11th January 2025.
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Sunday February 2nd Eucharist 9am
Sunday February 9th Eucharist 9am
Sunday February 16th Eucharist 9am
Sunday February 23rd Family Service 9am

Sunday Services for St Martins, Fiddington for February

Everyone is very welcome to any service or come and share a friendly cuppa after
the service has finished. Coffee, tea and biscuits are always served from about 10.10am.

200 Club — Draw Results

The final draw for 2024 was made at the Village Hall Christmas Dinner and the winning
ticket numbers were:

£30 - No 216: Alan Burland
£50 — No 34: Ivor Habberfield
£70—-No 191: Matt Soffe

£100 — No 64: Jackie Matthews

£250 —No 11: Philip Yolland

The Panto Cast take a final bow

Team Harkness

Enthusiastic
Non-runners

Cups on the

Determination personified ceremonial

stand

Paul Matthews
On the Christmas draw

A worthy Trio of Winners

www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk
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The Marion Evered Trust
| know we are now in February but we would like to take this opportunity to wish everyone a happy
new year as there wasn’t a January issue.
We have a few things going on in 2025 some dates confirmed as shown below and some still to

confirm so watch this space.

The 200 club is now up and running and if you haven’t received a reminder/invitation to be in the
draw then please contact Pauline Barrow on 01278 732522 for details.

Last year’s final 200 club draw
Nov - Stu Modley £20 Elaine Sheppard £10 Ray Barrow £5
Dec - Brian Robinson £20 Darren Hutchings £10 Tracy Rich £5

Dates for your diary

21st April Easter Bingo Over Stowey Village hall
7th -8th June Big Bash cricket weekend at Over Stowey cricket ground

Q

Meetings 3 rd Thursday of each mont
7.30pm at Nether Stowey Church Centre

The aim of the club is to offer gardeners,
from around the Quantock area, whatever
their enthusiasm, a chance to get together
with other gardeners in the locality, to their
joint advantage and mutual interest. We
enjoy a guest speaker, raffle, plant table
(season dependent), tea, coffee & home-
made cake. Members free (annual
membership £25), guests £5

Coming up:

Thursday 20™ February Dunster Castle
Gardens A talk by James Cordingly

Thursday 20th March Greencombe Gardens,
Porlock A talk by Rob Schmidt

For more information contact secretary Lucy
Haswell 01278 671289 shbassoon@aol.com.

Or visit https://sites.google.com/site/stowey-
gardeners

30

HAPPY NEW YEAR!
FORGET-ME-NOT CAFE

JUBILEE ROOMS, CASTLE STREET, STOGURSEY
NEW YEAR Café Dates:
Wednesday 12" February
Wednesday 26th February
FORGET-ME-NOT CAFES provide support, companionship and a warm
welcome to those who are recognising issues with their memory, as
well as their carers, family, and friends.
There are a variety of activities, some involving existing local groups,
such as music, singing, arts, crafts, poetry, bingo, quizzes, or if
preferred, just a quiet chat over a coffee. We are a voluntary group,
financed by donations and fundraising events.
The Café runs twice a month, planned so that the cafe is open the
alternate week to Watchet Forget-me-Not Cafe.
Many friendships have been made over the years.
Please come along and see what we do, you will receive a warm
welcome.
FORGET-ME-NOT NEWS
It’s our 6 Birthday this month! We will be celebrating on January 15.
VOLUNTEERS
We always need extra help at the Forget-me-Not Café, why not pop in
one Wednesday and meet everyone, and see if you’d like to volunteer.
People from all the neighbouring villages are welcome.

For more information please contact:
Helen: 01278 733451 cuttellhelen@gmail.com
Rose: 07507 374234 rosechalk@icloud.com

] n We are on Facebook and Instagram

The Busy Body Series

Your Local Fuel &

Tiannell Fuels Ellicott Contract Services

Landscaping & Ground Maintenance

Heather Hawley Heating Specialists
: >
to Heating Fuel R e net.
huss Services [ Deliveries Beh Ellicott ~ ™ .
f # ben.ecs@sky.com LS v =
For details call : :
You can also Find us on Auallabio at Ash Tree House
B 0 amazon 01 749 68391 1 07889 153736 Church Road
www.tincknells.com 01278 734750 Fiddington TAS 11G
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February Flowers Wordsearch

Can you find 14 plants that flower in February in the grid?

Answers on the back page

Special scented Shrubs
for February 14th?
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Daphne Odora

Is it possible that your Sweetheart, having
perhaps over-indulged over the Festive
Season, might appreciate something other
than chocolates and more long-lasting
than scentless imported roses?

There are quite a few sweet scented
shrubs that flower in February which could
soften even the hardest of hearts.

Daphne Odora is one ( what an apt
name!). There is the beautiful small
variety, Marginata or the larger more
upright shrub Bhuloa both with the most
beguiling perfume.

If your relationship is a little prickly then
your true love might be amused by the
lemon scented Mahonia. That'll keep you
at a distance while she enjoys the scent!

And what about Sarcococca confusa?
That'll keep her guessing!

And how about the Witch-Hazel family?
Gorgeous scent and lovely blossom.

Mark you, if her name is Hazel then call it
by its Latin name Hamamelis or you might
get a slap.

Possibly the most appropriate could be
Chimonathus Praecox - but do call that
one by its English name, Wintersweet.
That would surely melt her heart and you
could, with luck, put roots down in her
garden perennially!

Editor

www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk
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] from the Village Cook's Kitchen...

Beef Cheeks Bourgingnon

Serves 6
2 tbsp sunflower oil
1.2kg beef cheeks cut into large chunks
200g chestnut mushrooms, wiped clean and cut into quarters
200g smoked lardons ( or pancetta) cut into cubes
200g baby carrots, peeled, topped and tailed
2509 pearl onions
1tbsp balsamic vinegar
1 tbsp tomato puree
2 tbsp dijon mustard
4 cloves of garlic, peeled and chopped
75cl bottle of red burgundy ( middle range, not too cheap!)
200 mlis good quality stock ( beef, chicken or veg - all OK)
1 bouquet garni
Salt and pepper
a dash of Worcestershire sauce
a small bunch of fresh parsley, chopped.

Preheat the oven ton150C

Heat the oil in a large ovenproof casserole over a medium heat, and brown the meat until ' suntanned' all over.
Remove with a slotted spoon and set aside.

Cook the mushrooms, lardons and carrots in the same pan over a high heat, until golden, then remove with a
slotted spoon and set aside.

Turn down the heat, add the onions and cook for 5 minutes, or until they smell fragrant. Add the balsamic vinegar
and cook until it has disappeared. Remove the onions from the pan and add to the plate with the carrots,
mushrooms and lardons.

Put the beef back in the pan, along with any juices and stir in the tomato puree, mustard, garlic, red wine, stock and
bouquet garni. Bring to a simmer and scrape the bottom of the pan to loosen any tasty bits that might have stuck.
Put the lid on the casserole dish and put in the bottom of the pre heated oven for 3 1/2 hours.

After a time, add the mushrooms, lardons, carrots and onions, and put back in the oven, covered for a final 30 mins.
Season with salt and pepper and a dash of Worcestershire sauce. Sprinkle with the parsley and serve.

Serve with mash with a little parmesan added, and a bit of Dijon musmrd.//\

Our Master of Wine recommends. .

Instinctively | would head off to Burgundy for this dish. Sadly the classic Burgundies are now
impossibly expensive and well beyond normal pockets. The lovely and good value Beaujolais wines will be too light
for this dish. You need a chunky wine to partner this rich dish, so | suggest a Cotes du Rhone from the
Southern Rhone Valley or an Argentinian Malbec.

The best Cotes du Rhone are the Cotes du Rhone Villages (DdeRV)wines and are even better if they have the
name of the village attached. It's worth paying a little more for these rich and slightly peppery wines. Morrisons
have The Best CdeRV from the lovely village of Sablet at £9 and Sainsbury's have the richer CdeRV from the generally
excellent village of Vinsorbes.

Moving to the rich grapey wines from the Malbec grape ,both Sainsburys and Morrisons have the reliable
Trivento Reserve Malbec (£8.50) from Mendoza in the Andes foothills. Sainsburys also has the Taste the Difference
Zurriago Malbec, which should be worth a go.
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DATES FO “OUR DIARY

Book Swaps are on the First Saturday of the month - All welcome

Sat Feb 1 Book Swap 10-12  (cooked breakfast available 01278 734565
or Hot drink & biscuits)
Sat Mar 1°* Book Swap 10-12 (as above)

Not
forgetting
February

Sat Mar 215t Jumble Sale 2pm

14th!

fiddingtonnews@gmail.com

Deadline Feb Flowers Wordsearch
for the March 2024
= Hellebore Primrose
Issue is Snowdrop Camelia
Feb 20th Crocus Cyclamen
Please send articles/photos/letters by Witchhazel Pussywillow
email or by post to Sarcococca Iris

Juliet Harkness Wintersweet Mahonia
Redwood, Whitnell, TAS 1JE Daphne Viburnum

Adults 2 Laps

13 -16 Years 2 Laps

Jodie Patterson 24.03
Veronica Parr 26.25
Tim Appleton 26.54
Olivia Appleton  28.53
Matthew Parr 31.42

Jamie Appleton 25.58

James U Dell 35.28 Walkers included
Juliet Harkness , Robin Kinahan, Jenny Kinahan,
Paul Crosland and
Adults 1 Lap

Sarah
Plus several 4-legged walkers

Joined by Bob, Rosie, Alice and Polly Keene half
way round.

Madeline Parr 14.38
Marianne Parr 16.22
Angela U Dell 19.30

Photos on page 4
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