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Hodderscombe in Flood b Juliet Harkness

We are grateful to Hinkley Point B Power Station, EDF, for printing this Newsletter

Village Hall Committee News

Chairman’s introduction

Hello everybody,

| do hope you have all had a good start to 2024

Thanks again to everybody that attended the Christmas meal back in December 23.

It was a very successful evening which was enjoyed by all.

I would also like to give a big thanks to Hannah and her team from the Black Toast Catering Company
for taking care of the Christmas meal.

Please keep an eye on the events diary which will be on the back page of the newsletter each month.

Take Care

IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII.

Note from the Editor - James U'Dell
I’d like to say a big ‘thank you’ to
the regular contributors to the
Newsletter. The recipe and wine

(Chair of the Village Hall Committee)
www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk

recommendations, the art works 18

and photography and of course the | > .
articles on Nature and other topics D T

of interest. Please continue to N\ Dates for the Diary on > N
make suggestions or send me P 7 the back Page 7 »
anything you feel the readership / o o e e . - 7
might enjoy or find interesting. | » 4

It’s much appreciated! /

Best Wishes from JH

/
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Forwarded from Fiddington PC

Volunteer to be an Independent Visitor or Advocate for children in Somerset Hm“'E]
Would you like to make a positive difference in 20247 wf

Twlvs v 'y o vy

There's a famous quote from Rev Sydney Smith “It is the
greatest of all mistakes to do nothing because you can only do a little. Do
what you can.”

From as little as a couple of hours a fortnight and less than a week's quality training, you could be
making purposeful contact with a young person and make a positive difference for them through
outings, conversations, activities and more...

Route1 have two volunteering opportunities: Independent Visitor and Advocate.

Independent Visitors are volunteers who befriend and spend time with a child or young person
who is in the care of the Local Authority. We will match your interests and skill set with a young
person who will best suit your support. You and the young person have the freedom to decide
what you do, how you do it, to build a meaningful friendship.

One young person with an Independent Visitor said: “Things | get from my IV relationship._. is
space from the world, where | can have an open and honest conversation with, at first a stranger,
that becomes a friend. | would be happy to say it is a really good experience!”

to children and young people to have their voice heard when meetings are /}'

taking place concerning their wellbeing. It's the role of the Advocale to f

speak up for the young person, make them aware of their rights, listen to mf
A

An Advocate is an independent person who can offer one-lo-one support

them and represent their views, wishes and feelings.

The Chair of a Child Protection Conference said “| am always amazed by the calibre of the
volunteers and how generous they are with their time.” Why not join our bank of advocates?

Your volunteering can be arranged to suit your availability. Your life experience will be highly
valued, and you will be trained and supported in developing key skills.

To find out more, contact us: . 01749 822801
@ routelbusinesssupportadmini@somersel. gov.uk
B www.routeladvocacy.co.uk or scan the QR code

Route1 Advocacy & X i@routeiadvacacy rmj route1advocacy

Independent Visitors

INSURANCE THAT’S
Bridgwater B
fOOd b k FLOORING CONTRACTORS ONYOUR DOORSTEP
Carpets - Vinyls - Laminates - Woods Call our office in Bridgwater on

01278 663216

S ——

Thank you all for the generous donation of £145, which was

raised from the Christmas messages in the December
Fiddington News.

2023 was a busy year. We provided 6961 food parcels
,24%% more food than we did the year before.

The Fiddington donation was a great help towards the
costs.
Thank you all

Robin Kinahan
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ST. MARTINS CHURCH FIDDINGTON  FEBRUARY

Sunday February 4 th Eucharist 9am
Sunday February 11th Eucharist 9am
Sunday February 18 th Eucharist 9am

Sunday February 25 th Family Service 9am

Everyone is very welcome to any service or come and share a friendly
cuppa after the service has finished. Coffee, tea and biscuits are always
served from about 10. 10am.

FRIENDS OF FIDDINGTON CHURCH

Our village church traces its history back to
1316, when the first Rector was appointed.
It is an important old building which is the centre
of our pretty little village.

The Friends of Fiddington Church has been set
up to exclusively raise funds for the costs of
maintaining this lovely old building and its
grounds. This can be done with

modest contributions from Fiddington folk.

It has its own bank account which is
200 Club — Draw Results separate and independent from the Parochial

The December draw was made at the Church Council
Village Hall Christmas Dinner and the winning
ticket

numbers were:

In the weeks ahead we will be announcing
fundraising plans and ideas for 2024. If you
have any ideas that are original and fun please
let us know.

£30 —No 216: Martin Hill Thank you
£50 — No 34: Jean Aitkenhead

£70 — No 191: Charlotte Hill Matthew Parr, Wayne Hawley, Robin Kinahan

£100 — No 64: Clive Cridge
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linages of Yillage

The Great Flood ....

2 Very Ugly Sisters

Writer/Director/Romantic Lead

The Winners!

Serious silverware
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Building work now in progress at Steart Marshes!

Steart Marshes is a place of surprises, not least when it comes to some of the rarer creatures which
turn up there from time to time. Indeed, no two walks along its several paths and tracks will yield the
same experiences each time, and this applies particularly to the bird life at this time of year.
Sometimes all it needs is an eye for detail and a lingering patience.

However, one surprise looks to become all the more permanent. There is one location where amid the
hedgerows and swamp vegetation a new construction is slowly - ever so slowly - emerging, as a
throwback to an earlier age. Two hundred years ago its appearance would have been less of a
surprise. | refer to the cob roundhouse that has been the object of optimism and hard toil on the part
of various groups of volunteers these past few months. Gradually - oh so gradually - preparations of
cob, comprising clay, grit, hardstone and straw (but no cowpats), have been applied to a stone base.

The aim is to create a traditional structure of a kind that would have been far more familiar in days of

yore. It still has some way to go before completion, as can be seen from a recent photograph. Go and
see for yourself!

Rod Cole

K Silk <4 B

General Building and Decorating

Bea

Kye Silk

All Building works Modern & Friendly Environment

Gift Vouchers Available

Ladies Gents & Children
Full Disabled Access

East Street Cannington TAS5 2HJ Tel: 01278-651251

www.browns-hairandbeauty.co.uk

07474 465341

Ellicott Contract Services
Landscaping & Ground Maintenance

Home-cooked food, friendly and efficient service, the warmest welcome
Restaurant open Thursday to Sunday

Book online at www.lifeatgreenway.com,
call 07557 449591 or email lifeatgreenway@aol.com

Greenway Farm, Skimmerton Lane, Wembdon, Bridgwater TA5 2AX
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Travels for Work by Jane Zambra

During the 30 years that 1 spent as a travel agent 1 was lucky enough to travel a certain amount. 1t tended to be
short trips to look at hotels rather than countries, mostly with groups of other travel agents. These I hated ! They did not
like the food [ the heat/ the insects, you name it they didn't like it. 1 remember one poor little g'u’l ﬁ'om Treland who had
a) never been outside of Treland and b) whose home diet consisted of ﬁsh and chips, pie and chips and sausage and
mash. When conﬁfonted, in the Seyche”es, with a plate of food that she could not recognise she wailed ' 1 cannot eat this'.
1 gently tried to explain to her that the hotel had gone to a lot of trouble to give us the best they could and that it was
extremely rude not to even try it. 'You don't have to eat it all' 1 said. Just a few mouthfuls then push the rest around your
plate' 1t was a chicken casserole of kinds and she found it delicious!.

The trips tended to be 3 nights and 4 days, and this way | went to Mauritius, The Seyche”es, the Maldives,( Who
would ever want to spend 2 weeks on an island the size of Hyde Park Corner?) and Bali. A longer trip to Malaysia - 7
nights. Oh and a weekend in Hong Kong and a weekend in Muscat. The last two were possible as Tony was working there
at the time.

Aﬂer a change of companies | had a very sensible boss, and ditto MD, and we were allowed to choose to go to
wherever we thought would be most beneﬁcial. That gave us the chance of seeing the country as well as hotels. 1 had a
very interesting 10 days in Morocco with a car and a driver. He spoke passable English but we managed in French. He
asked me to dinner at his home in Fez, and his deﬁgh‘gﬁd wife, who was a human Vigh’cs [awyer in Rabat ( the
capital). Somehow not what 1 had expected but it was a fascinating evening.
1joined a group arranged by the company 1 worked for to have a 10 day trip to India which was wonderful ( apart from
the agents, who not on[y disliked the food, the heat and the insects, but the dead bodies loeing carried through the streets
of Benares (now Varanasi) for cremation at the side of the River Ganges practically finished them! My boss had said
that aﬁer those 10 days 1 would need a breather so it was awanged for me to have a [ong weekend in Goa which 1 enj oyed
very much - so very d'ﬁerent to the rest of the India that we had seen.

1 went every year for about 12 years to the Caribbean . It sounds a lot but there were many different islands to
see, new hotels, refurbished hotels and new hotel managers. 1 always tried to spend the last night at Cobblers Cove in
Barbados where the manager was a friend. We would have a good gossip about what 1 had seen.

However, the cherry on the cake, without a shadow of a doubt, was the trip that 1 made to Syria in May 1994.1
travelled with a woman who took private groups ovganised by the company | worked for, and this was a recce. We saw
more in 5 days than her trip did in 14! Mosques, museums, souks, Crusader castles and wonderful Roman remains.

And this will merit a whole article for the Fid News!
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The Marion Evered Trust

URGENT !!l Come along and enjoy a fantastic
evening with the great music from the 60’s to modern
day with the great duo “Two Tone” at Victory hall,
Stogursey on the 9th February 2024, tickets are
available from 07984943464 or 01278 732522 at
£12.50 each which includes a draw entry. But hurryso
you don’t miss out.

200 club letters are out ready for another year, if
you haven’t received yet or you wish to join the
monthly draw then contact Pauline on 01278 732522.

Dates for your diary:

9th February — Music with Two Tone at Victory
hall, see details above.

1st April - Easter Bingo at Over Stowey village
hall, doors open 7pm eyes down 7:30

The Busy Body Serie;

HeaTh_er Hawley

amazon

The Marion Evered Trust

presents

Bring your own Nibbles

call 07415868031 or 01278732522 or (7984943464 for tickets

Angie Cares

If you are looking for a care provider look
no further.
Whatever your need is, full care or just

Not Just Travel Wanderlust
0333 121 6999

Einotjusttravel.wanderlust (@ $PABTA Ewanderlust6999

someone to shop or take you to
appointments.
| have over 30 years of experience in
providing care and supporting people to
live independently in their own homes.
Please contact me if you think | can
support you in any way.

Contact Details

Mobile. 07966694412
Email. AngieCares@mail.com

All models of oil-fired boilers & range cookers serviced & repaired

Book once a year and stay warm all winter!

&

Robert Rowley

07710 182024
robertrowley(@me.com

Over 20 years’ experience

www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk
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Wading & Shore Birds at Steart Marshes =
There are 19 birds in this Wordsearch? i
Here are some to choose from ——— >

CIAITITILIE|IE|GIRIE|T|R Aroce!

anada Goose
FIAIR|IE|P|I IN|S|G|X|S|E Redshank
KICIN[S[TIE[C[O[VIA[N]H Ei
N/L/L|AIE|T|D|R|N|N|A[C Soonbi
A|C|IL|VIDIWE|DBJ|I |[S|T Shoveler
HlU[B[I |[I [A[E|J|R[L|H|A it et
SIRIWT|B|R|G|K|E|N|O|C Ibis
N[L|[J[I |L|N[Z|O|V[U|V|R one duck
EIE|A|l |[DIKIO/IR|O/D|E|E Dunlin
EIWN|E|B|GIN|OIL|S|L|T ;7(’)"‘/"‘2"9
RIGK[X|T|I |[E[X|IP|Y|E|S Teal
GIN|IOIRIE|H|S|O|V |S|R]JY Z”'Ot
S|/H|E|L|D|U|C|K|N|O|T|O snipe

Answers on back page Curlew

Widgeon

Sanderling

Marsh Harrier

How many have YOU spotted at Steart?

Stowey, drawing members from all around the Quantock
area. Meetings are on 3rd Thursday of each month 7.30pm
at Nether Stowey church centre. Enjoy a guest

speaker, raffle, garden table, tea, coffee ,home-made cake.
Members free (annual membership £25), guests £5, to
include free tea/coffee & home made cake! All welcome.

Exchange knowledge ,information on a huge range of
topics. The aim of the club is to offer gardeners, whatever
their enthusiasm, a chance to get together with other
gardeners in the locality,to their joint advantage and mutual
interest. Novices welcome!

Coming up:
February 15th 7:30pm - Garden design —
A talk by Sally Leaney “A pastel sketch as an impression of a
stream in winter | painted as a
For more information contact secretary demonstration piece.” _ _
Lucy Haswell 01278 671289 Richard Brazier

shbassoon@aol.com. Or visit -
https://sites.google.com/site/stowey-gardeners
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Village Goolr's [{tehan

Corvish Pasties

.140g / 5 oz lean rump or sirloin steak, finely chopped
115g/ 40z potato, cut into small dice

85g /30z swede cut into small dice

1/4 a medium onion, chopped

A splash of Worcestershire sauce

1 tsp Dijon mustard

A pinch of mixed dried herbs

Salt and pepper

500 g / 1.20z shortcrust pastry - readymade is fine

1 egg, beaten with a pinch of salt

Pre heat the oven to 220c / 425F/ gas mark 7

Mix together the steak,potato, swede, onion, Worcestershire sauce,mustard and herbs. Season well with
S&P

On a floured surface roll out the pastry until it is 5mm/ 1/4 inch thick.

Using a saucer, or similar round shape that is approximately 13 mm or 5 inches in diameter, as a
template, cut as many circles as you can.

Gather up the odd shapes of pastry into a ball and re-roll until you have 8 or 9 circles in total.

Divide the filling between the circles . Wet the edges of the circles with a little water and press the edges
to enclose the filling. Twist the sealed edge over to secure the seal. Place the pasties on a lightly oiled
baking sheet. Brush each pastie liberally with beaten egg and bake for 10minutes.Then turn the oven
down to 170c / 325f / gas 3 and cook for another 45 - 50 minutes.

/

Our Magter of Wine recommends . . . ..

Almost any rich red wine will go with pasties. Merlot, Shiraz (Syrah) or
Cabernet Sauvignon wines from anywhere should be fine. In order to be different,
I am going hunting in Spain, which is now a reliable source of inexpensive red
wines that are usually from Tempranillo or Garnacha (Grenache) grapes. The
Tempranillo wines have a cherry and damson character and the Granacha wines
tend to be more plums, strawberry and a bit of white pepper on top.

So, avoiding the more predictable Rioja, Morrisons have on offer from the
Rioja based Campo Viejo Garnacha and the Tempranillo at £4.99 ( Sainsburys
are £8.75!) Though not the finest wines in the world, these two are thoroughly
glugable at this price. They also have The Best Ribero del Duero at £10.50, which
is a bit like Rioja with more guts. Sainsburys has the interesting Carta Roja
Moastrell Syrah blend at £5.75 from the Jumilla region in SE Spain.

The Wine Society has the excellent Sabina Tempranillo at £6.50 and the Vina
Zorzal Garnacha at £8.50 from Navarra, which is next door to Rioja. Both are
ideal value when we are still paying off the Christmas credit cards!
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Dates f ur Diary

Sat Feb 3" 10-12 Book Swap ( & cooked breakfast)

Sat March 2™ 10-12 Book Swap (no cooked breakfast)
Sat March 9*" 2pm Jumble Sale (details next issue)

Sat April 6™ 10-12 Book Swap (with PLANT BRING & BUY SALE outside - see
below)

APRIL BRING AND BUY PLANT SALE

Saturday April 6 10-12

JUBILEE ROOMS, CASTLE STREET, STOGURSEY

EVERY OTHER WEDNESDAY 10.30 —12.00 : On Sat April 6th we are going to have a
N : Bring and Buy Plant Sale.
peoming Café Dates: 4 E
1.L\|fe dnesdavCFaefh ID-Il'-" %_ﬁ?{-% -
Wednesday Feb 28 Ly » .

Gardeners please get ready to sow lots of
plants to bring and buy.

Wednesday March 13*
Wednesday March 27

Forget-me-Naot Cafés provide support, companionship and 2 warm welcome to those who are
recognising issues with their memaory, 2= well 2= their carers, family, and friends.

There =re 5 variety of activities, some involving existing loczl groups, such 25 music, singing, arts,
crafts, poetry, bingo, quizzes, or if preferred, just a guiet chat over 2 coffee.

The Czfé runstwice a month, planned so that the cafe is open the zlternzste week to Watchet
Forget-me-Mot Cafe. We have beenrunning for more than 5 yesrs and we celebrated our birthday

in Janusry. /’-? :P /’-? ?

Many friendships have been made over the years. * . . *

Plzase come slong and see what we do. (;% QUIZ EVENING (?%
' . -

Proceeds will be given to the new
Friends of Fiddington Church fund

- -
What we did in December: . . th ®
We had fun st our Christmas Party inthe Jubilee Rooms which were so festive and beautifully 7‘30pm SATU RDAY 27
decorated.
Santa and his EIf joined us again, aka Mick and Jim from Somerset Passenger 5olutions. Januaw 2024
We enjoyed music from the Strummers of Stogursey and the Sea Shanties, and the Watchet +
Community Choirand we would like tothank evernpone induding our fantastic team of wolunteers,
who came along and helped make the party so wonderful. Burns Supper
We were delighted to be involved in the Christmas Tree Festival in 5t Andrew's Church. We had fun
hand painting allthe tree omaments. It was a lovely way of bringing people together. We hope you (Carnivore & vegetarian options)

enjoyed seeing =l the wonderful Christmas Trees st the festival.

+

We are looking forward toallthe events coming up this year including 2 trip out with transport

provide by Somerset Passenger Sglutions, and the Forget-me-Mot Fund Raising Tombaola at Raffle with wonderful priZES,
BURTOMFETE on May 26% at Burton Springs. .
the bar will be open!

For more information please contact:
Helen: oiz78 733451 cuttellhelenis pmail. com sEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEENEEy,

ﬁimﬁaﬁ:ﬁﬁiﬁwﬁmmmﬁ ©) :" . . Stockland club (next to
. Deadline Stockland church)

Wordsearch birds: avocet, Canada % for March Issue E £20 per team
goose, sanderling, widgeon, curlew, E is Feb 20th r Max 4 brains per team
snipe, heron, knot, teal, plover, . all copy & info to E Funds to club & 5t Margarets hospice, please add
dunlin, gOdWit, ibis, shoveler, » Juliet Harkness 01278 733245 = names in advance either at the club or with a message
spoonbill, greenshank, oystercatcher, E fiddingtonnews@gmail.com E 10 07789485489 for numbers.
cattle egret, shelduck . . “:
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