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Hall Committee News
2019 brings new challenges for the hall but more importantly, a new Chairperson. Robin Kinahan was voted on as
Chairperson 16th January. At this time he was in New Zealand with family...but no where is too far away from Village
Hall Committee work! We are very pleased that Robin has taken on this role as he has significant experience in
management and has been very involved with all the recent improvements. I am happy to step down from this
position and let some new ideas and enthusiasm flow back into the role. I shall remain on the committee.
The Kitchen Project is near completion but there are a few things to sort before we can be completely happy with it. I
think the plans David Scott made have worked well, creating extra space and a easier area to work in. We will be
getting some kitchen wall units at some stage and I am in the process of trying to sort the cooker. David Scott has been
putting many hours into improving the fire protection and there will need to be a few more minor changes as a result.
There are some areas of the changes that were limiting, for example the size of the hatch area, but we had to make
the most of the space available and did not want to go down the route of extensions etc. The committee felt that the
hall has a lovely atmosphere and making it bigger would take this away. The changes have attracted increased hire
from regular groups, which is pleasing.
Unfortunately our cleaner has had to retire. We are therefore looking for a replacement. There is an advert for this in
the Newsletter so if you, or you know of someone, who might be interested in this part time work, please get in touch.
Our next event is the Wedding Fair on 17th February, 11am to 3pm. See advert on back page. Please pass the
word around as we have had a good response to the booking of pitches, so now we need the public to come along and
make it worthwhile. There will be free cocktails and canapés plus tea/coffee and cakes available. The event is to
promote the hire of the hall and church, both of which will be in use. All profits will go back into another one for next
year if successful.

Want to know more?
See fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk.

The Year Ahead
On the back page of this issue
www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk
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FIDDINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
Fiddington Parish Council held it’s latest meeting on 21 st January 2019
Village Defibrillators
The Parish Council is in the process of adopting the Telephone Kiosk at Coultings and once completed the defibrillators
and cabinets will be purchased and installed. As requested in the December newsletter it would be really appreciated if
we could have some volunteers to check the defibrillators on a weekly basis (training will be provided), if you are
interested please contact the Clerk or any Parish Councillor.
Village Emergency Telephone Service (VETS)
As mentioned in the December Newsletter the defibrillators are being supplied by The Community HeartBeat Trust who
also supply the VETS which the council are very interested in. VETS is a community run system and enables up to 10
neighbours to assist pending the arrival of the emergency services. The system can be used for any emergency where
additional help is required from neighbours. For assistance you ring the VETS number which simultaneously rings all ten
volunteers, once the call is accepted by a volunteer the call to the other nine is terminated. If you are interested in
becoming a volunteer, please let the Clerk or a Councillor know. More details of this scheme can be found on our
website.
Planning Application 28/19/00001
Application for the Prior Approval of the proposed change of use of an agricultural building to a dwelling and for
associated operational development at 2 Bonson Mill Cottages. This application was received too late to be added to
the agenda for February meeting. Councillors considered this application and proposed to support it. However, an
immediate response wouldn’t be made to SDC to allow for any comments fr om members of the public to be made

to the Clerk by Friday 8 February 2019.
th

Our next meeting will be on Tuesday 19 March 2019 at 7.30pm in Fiddington Village Hall. Everyone is
welcome to attend.
Tina Gardener
th

Clerk to Fiddington Parish Council

clerk@fiddington-pc.org.uk
www.fiddington-pc.org.uk
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MARION EVERED TRUST NEWS
Firstly our thanks go to Molly, her staff and customers at the Cottage Inn for kindly donating their
Christmas Raffle takings. They also donated part of the cost of a Sunday lunch towards the charity and
altogether took an impressive £500!
Dates for up and coming fundraising events are currently being confirmed but we look forward to your
continued support this year. The regulars such as Easter Bingo, Charity Cricket weekend with Over
Stowey Cricket Club, Sponsored Walk, Coffee Morning and Duck Race will ALL be happening in 2019.
The popular Tractor Run is on 14th April leaving from Halsey Cross Farm.
Email terstractors@icloud.com for booking and information.
Also the monthly Lottery is about to begin another term.
If interested contact Sara Barrow : jasonandsarabarrow@gmail.com
or call Pauline Barrow on 01278 732522
Latest information can be found on our
Marion Evered Facebook Page

"Nancy Small's Birthday Gift"
As many of you will know, Nancy Small recently
celebrated her 90th birthday with a party in the
Village Hall. She was insistent that she did not want
any presents but instead asked family and friends, if
they wished, to make a donation to the
Freewheelers Emergency Voluntary Service (Blood
Bikes), who provide a free out of hours courier
service for the NHS in and around Somerset.

A Thankyou from Nancy
“I would like to say a huge Thankyou
to everyone who donated to ‘Freewheelers’
in leu of gifts for my Big Birthday.
A TOTAL of £700 was raised An
amazing amount for a worthwhile cause.
Thankyou all so much,
Nancy “

The response to Nancy's request was overwhelming
and on behalf of Freewheelers in would like to
thank Nancy, her family and friends who raised the
fantastic figure of £700 for the charity. This amount
will typically keep 3 motorbikes, ridden by
volunteers, on the road 7 nights a week and all day
Saturday and Sunday delivering essential blood
samples, whole blood, breast milk, medication and
anything else requested by our local hospitals.
John Taylor

NETHER STOWEY LIBRARY NEWS
The next Friends of NSL meeting will be on Wednesday 13 th February at 7.30pm.
The speaker is Margaret Marwick, whose last visit brought us an entertaining and
enlightening talk about Mrs Trollope. This time Margaret will explain why Laurence
Olivier’s film of ‘Wuthering Heights’ missed the point of Bronte’s novel – Disagree?
Come along and make your point.
£3.50 (members) and £4.50 (non-members) including tea/coffee and biscuits

www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk
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The Somerset Wood
We are in a partnership with Taunton Deane Borough Council, Cheddon Fitzpaine and
West Monkton Parish Councils to create The Somerset West Monkton Parish Councils to create
Wood to commemorate the County’s fallen in World War One.The Somerset Wood, to commemorate
the county’s fallen in World War One.
The 2018 centenary of the ending of the First World War was a special time of remembrance and
reflection.
It seemed only right that we, the Somerset generations of today, should do something special
to mark the anniversary and recognise the sacrifice of our predecessors. Creating a wood achieves this in a uniquely physical
and enduring way that future generations of Somerset people can relate to and enjoy.
Somerset Wood will cover 9.5 hectares (23 acres) and comprise 11,281 trees, to be planted over the next three winters. It will be
located in the largely rural parish of Cheddon Fitzpaine to the north of Taunton and west of Monkton Heathfield. The first
planting of 1,200 trees will be within the new Country Park that is also being planned.
The total of 11,281 trees was chosen to match the number of names listed in The Somerset Book of Honour, kept in the South
Transept of Wells Cathedral. Compiled to record every Somerset man and woman who lost their life in The Great War, it covers
those who were born in Somerset, those who were resident in Somerset at the time of their enlistment, and those who served in
Somerset-based units.
Four trees have already been planted as part of the formal Dedication Ceremony presided over by the Lord Lieutenant of
Somerset on 9 November. The ceremony was attended by senior local dignitaries and clergy, together with a substantial number
of residents. The Mayor of Ypres in Belgium, the town at the heart of some of the worst fighting, also gifted a bag of local soil,
which was scattered around the trees by a group of our local school-children.
The wood is intended to provide a haven of tranquillity and peace for people, flora and fauna. The Woodland Trust and the
County Council are generously providing trees and advice. Financial support is required for future ongoing maintenance of the
wood. Now all we need is to directly involve the people of our county in this flagship project.
We are looking to enlist community groups, schools, cadets, families, local individuals – anyone who can help plant the trees and
give support to nurture, manage and enjoy the wood for the next hundred years and beyond. We also hope that Somerset
businesses, Armed Forces units and not-for-profit organisations will become involved.
Will you help us create our Somerset Wood? The plan is to plant as many trees as possible in Phase 1 during January and
February 2019. A second phase will take place winter 2019 to 2020, with a third phase during the winter of 2020 to 2021, if
necessary. If you can offer physical, organisational or financial assistance with the planting please contact:
 Alan Hall, West Monkton Parish Council, at alanhall@westmonkton.net or on 01823 410068
 Jo Pearson, Cheddon Fitzpaine Parish Council, at cheddon@live.co.uk or on 01823 259478
If you would like to make a donation to help us create and maintain the wood, there are two ways you can pay:
 Paypal using this email address Somersetwood@somerset.gov.uk
 Cheque to Somerset County Council - please write ‘Somerset Wood’ on the back of the cheque –
 and include the code 113202 71300
Please send cheques to:
See Maps
Cashiers, Accounts Receivable, Finance, Floor A1E, County Hall Taunton TA1 4DY

www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk
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Sunday Services for St Martins, Fiddington for February:
Sunday 3rd February
Sunday 10th February
Sunday 17th February

Eucharist 9am
Eucharist 9am
Eucharist (BCP) 9am

Please note: as the church will be used as part of the Village Hall Wedding Fair,
there will be no tea and coffee served after this service.
Sunday 24th February

Joint BENEFICE Service at Holford at 10am

Dates for your Diary
Sausage Sizzle and Quiz – Saturday 9th March
Thursday 21st March
Italian Evening – Saturday 30th March

www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk
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From the Village Cook’s Kitchen…
GAMMON AND BEAN STEW
For 6. Freezes well.
1 tbsp. olive oil
800g /1.12oz piece of unsmoked gammon
1 onion, finely chopped
200mls /7fl oz white wine
1 sprig thyme
2 carrots, cut into chunks
2 parsnips, cut into chunks
400g can of flageolet beans drained and rinsed
400g can butter beans drained and rinsed
4 medium potatoes, cut in half
200g /7oz frozen petit pois
Heat the oil in a large saucepan. Add the gammon and brown on the meaty sides - this will take about 10
minutes. Remove from pan.
Add the onion to the pan and cook for 5 minutes, until soft. Return the gammon to the pan, pour over the wine
and allow to sizzle for a minute.
Add the thyme, carrots, parsnips, beans, potatoes and peas. Pour over 400mls water, then season.. Cover
with lid and simmer for 1 hour.
Remover the gammon from the pan. Take off the fatty rind and discard. Cut the meat into bite size pieces, put
back into the stew and warm through.

Our Master of Wine ........
is unfortunately unable to recommend a wine
to accompany the recipe this month. However he
is at present touring New Zealand and is no
doubt doing some research into Wines from the
region which he may indeed share with us during
2019. (in anticipation .... the editor)

Job opportunity!
Cleaner for the Village Hall required.
3 hours once a fortnight with a view to
increase to weekly depending on bookings.

Hourly rate TBA.
Please contact Heather Hawley 07887684245 /
01278 734624 mummyhawley@hotmail.com.

Just we two
me & you
a brace,
a pair
a him
a her..
What we got?
We got a lot!
40 years that we’ve been wed,
Mellowed well and Ruby red
I think we’ve stood the test of time
Please - always stay my
Valentine?

www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk
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Gardening with Berry
New year, New Slate (or rather new tilth)
This month I’ve been sourcing some seeds and then simply preparing the plot for the year. The plot measures 75 ft
long by 45 ft wide and on arrival resembled little more than a piece of neglected pasture. It looked daunting but once started,
I was reassured by the potential.
Firstly, this ground will be principally for flowers, but I’ve inherited eight blackcurrant bushes, a dense clump of
raspberries and a gooseberry bush. All but the blackcurrant bushes have been grubbed out with the intention to save them
but upon inspection of the root systems, woody and choked intertwined knots of nettle, field buttercup and dock root they’ve
been put aside for the communal bonfire.
Secondly, litter was scattered across the plot from plastic bottles to torn sheets of tarpaulin to planks of wood and a
rusted out wheel-barrow. However, plenty of red bricks were salvaged and used to hold down my own sheet of tarpaulin later
on.
The final potential came from the soil itself. The wet matted thick sedge grass was strimmed tight and then raked to
the side. Once this was done a second strim was carried out and then again a thorough methodical raking. Eventually the
cuttings could all be piled onto a separate sheet and it’ll stay there either to simply rot down or I may use the strimmings to
mulch the blackcurrant bushes in March. After all this the soil was for the better part visible and it was good. Moist but not
sodden and when squeezed into a ball it held its shape but then crumbled upon a slight squeeze. This ground has after all
been well worked up until I reckon two years ago; in short I shall not double dig manure the plot this year.

With the initial cultivation done a piece of tarpaulin has been placed over the scalped sparse grass and pinned down with
those bricks. One half done. This exclusion of light will kill off all vegetation, making it easier for me to bring on a mechanical
rotavator in six to eight weeks’ time. There are many ways one can prepare virgin ground for growing and this is the way I’ve
chosen. The second uncompleted half will be prepared in the same with the exception of one piece which I am going to
prepare using the no dig method, advocated by Charles Dowding; an ex fellow campanologist! I shall share with you that in
further detail next month.
So some seeds, or is that sow? Not yet, not for me. I have of course been trolling many catalogues for the bigger plants I’ll
grow such as Dahlias, gladioli, asters, phlox and so on but in terms of the plants that’ll be grown from seed I will not start
sowing until late February. First to be sown then will be antirrhinums (successional), rudbeckia, achillea and sweet peas. I plan
on sowing and planting out clumps of ox-eye daisy and sowing some hardy herbaceous perennials for longer term goals.

Kieren Berry

Spring is Just around the corner…






If you love gardens or gardening
Enjoy hearing about or visiting beautiful gardens
Want to pick up lots of tips or add to your garden knowledge
Enjoy a social gathering of enthusiasts
Like listening to experts on a wide variety of gardening subjects..

Then come and join our monthly club!
We meet at

Church Centre, St. Mary’s Street, Nether Stowey. TA5 1LJ
3rd Thursday of the month at 7 for 7.30.
(the Menfolk from Fiddington are most welcome, while women are at the WI – editor)
Come as a visitor to try us out (Only £3 for a talk and tea/coffee/& cakes – raffle and garden table too)

£15 year membership.
Contact: julietharkness@gmail.com tel: 01278 733245
website:https://sites.google.com/site/stoweygardeners

www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk
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Book Swaps

The Year Ahead in Fiddington

Saturday 2nd February
Saturday 2nd March

both will have a cooked breakfast available. 10 - 12 am.

Jumble Sale
Saturday 9th March,

2pm start.

April May - 31st and 1st June
June 29th
July 20th
August 10th
September
November 9th
December 14th
December17th

Quiz, TBA
Hannah Ovett's Fayre
BBQ and games.
Flower Show
Jumble Sale
Bingo TBA
Jumble Sale
Christmas Dinner.
Carols Around the Tree.

(more details and times each month in this Newsletter and on our website- editor)

Spring is round the Corner
The snowdrops are out, in full bloom.
A carpet of white lifts the gloom.
February month is said to be
The saddest month, worse than January.
The lighter mornings make you think,
Spring will be here in just one blink.
Log fires will soon be no more,
Before we know it, there will be roses around the door.
As they say March winds do blow,
hopefully we do not have the snow.
April has lots of treasures in store,
Often rain and rain some more.
Fiddington will soon come alive,
when the Spring flowers arrive,
Hoping they bring brighter days.
Looking forward to the sunshine rays.
The Fiddington Poet.

fiddingtonnews@gmail.com
Deadline for the March Newsletter is

Friday 22nd February
email as above or in writing to: Juliet Harkness

Redwood,Whitnell, BRIDGWATER TA5 1JE
www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk
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