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Chairman’s Note
This year’s Christmas Dinner was great fun. It showed just what a Village Hall should be - the centre of the
community. Huge thanks to John and Carol Taylor for organising the mini pantomime and the layout and
table plan, which is a fearsome act of diplomacy!
In January, the hall will have a cooked breakfast Book Swap on Saturday January 4th. Otherwise we will
be allowing folk a quiet time to get over Christmas festivities and hang overs!
There is an event in February, I'd like you to put in your diaries. On Monday Feb 24th at 6pm, we'll be
having a talk on "Becoming a dementia friendly village". The talk is being done by Margaret Tatham, who
does a lot of dementia work in Watchet. As the population ages (including Fiddington's), dementia is an
increasing problem. Many of us have friends and relatives who are ageing with this difficulty. I am sure
that it'll be a valuable talk. It lasts about an hour and will be followed by refreshments and questions.
Saturday
Nov 10th
Best wishes for a happy and prosperous 2020
from all
th the Village Hall Committee.
Saturday
8 December
2pm
VILLAGE HALL
JUMBLE
SALE
Robin Kinahan
STOP PRESS
Christmas Dinner (Chair of the Village Hall Committee)
It is with great sadness that we announce the Booking form
death of Tony Britton on Sunday 22nd
on back page
December at the ripe old age of 95. We all
send his family, and particularly Jane Zambra
his devoted partner, our love, thoughts and
prayers. He and Jane have become much loved
200 Club forms on the Back Page
members of our community and we will all
miss him. His funeral will be at St. Martin’s

on Wednesday,Jan.22nd at 2.30
JH
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A Note from the Editor for a New Look 2020
In the past I have asked for articles and contributions to this Newsletter. And every month I thank the
regular contributors. As this is a New Year I’m going to shake things up a bit by suggesting that lots
of different people in our community ‘Have their say’.
Please send me ANYTHING you think would be of general interest, however short.
It can be : announcements of events, comments on local issues, things to do or see, jokes &
anecdotes - and PHOTOS please of course. That way I will be representing you ALL.
(N.B. I will reserve the right to edit the length but will endeavour not to change what you send)
I will call it The Editor’s PostBag so please send me your contributions,
however small, under that title to: fiddingtonnews@gmail.com or
if you don’t do email to: Editor’s Postbag, Redwood, Whitnell, TA5 1JE

A Happy New Year & thankyou!
The Editor’s PostBag

P.S. Did you spot
the TYPO last
month? (P.7‘swords’.) There’s
one this month...

It’s not an early Christmas present ….

from Steve and Bern Page:
“We have noticed in recent months
an increase in aircraft noise in the area.
It seems to be both commercial and
military and we're wondering if the
flight paths have changed. We have
particularly become aware of it since
around September. Has anyone else
noticed this and have any explanation
for it? ”
Post your answers please……
GENERAL GARDENING

Weeding, tidying and pots
to fill with your favourite
plants for the Summer.
For information Please ring
Ruth: 01278 734565

Sedgemoor District Council is warning its residents that
there is a company phoning householders who claims to
be from Sedgemoor District Council stating that they are
due a refund on council tax of up to £5000. They state
that properties in the area have been revalued and have
been given a lower banding. This is not a call from
Sedgemoor District Council and the information is false.
Council Tax bands are set by the Valuation Office Agency
and can only be changed under certain conditions. Details
can be found at www.gov.uk/council-tax-appeals. If you
think your band is wrong, contact the Valuation Office
Agency - you will not be charged for the service.
If you are struggling to pay your Council Tax bill and need
help, speak with a member of the Council Tax Team who
will be able to offer help and advice on 0300 303 7801.
If you have given over personal details, we would advise
you to call the Police straight away on 101 and report the

matter as an identity theft scam. The Police will also
direct you to the Action Fraud helpline on 0300
123 2040.

Claire Faun
Corporate Relations Manager

www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk

Page 2

LIBRARY NEWS

On January 6th our new Centre Manager takes up her post. Sian Stafford, an experienced
administrator, will develop the Library’s outreach work as well as in-house activities.
On Wednesday January 8th all are welcome to hear an illustrated talk by John Gilbert.
An aeronautical engineer who spent many years with Boeing, he will present
‘The History of Ballooning’
7.30 start. Members£3.50, others £4.50. Tea & biscuits included.
Dennis Harkness tel: 733245
The Marion Evered Trust

Get your brain in gear for the New Year!!

A happy new year to all.
Here is some feedback for supporters
of our charity last year.
Following recent discussions with the
Oak Children’s ward at Musgrove Park
Hospital It has been agreed that last
year’s charity funding will go towards a
specialist Accuvein machine, this is
used to locate difficult to find veins
therefore reducing discomfort. These
are at a cost of around £6000 each.
Also to purchase three pumps at a
cost of around £2000 each. These are
used to administer treatment to
children at home when circumstances
prevent them from being in hospital.
Thank you all for your support in 2019
and look forward to your support again
this year.

New Year’s
Word Scramble
Uranajay
Npyehiap
Rob women
Pod worssn
Minilgsm
Ebelocraint
Right bunns
Dalihay bonk
Reusion slot

…………………………
…………………………
……………………………
……………………………
…………………………
…………………………
…………………………
……………………………
……………………………

Answers on back page

But how long did you take?!
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Sunday Services for St Martins, Fiddington for January:
Sunday 5 January Eucharist 9am
th

Sunday 12 January Eucharist 9am
th

Sunday 19 December Eucharist (BCP) 9am
th

Sunday 26 January Joint Benefice Service at 10am at Holford
th

Tea and Coffee

is always served after the service. 10am on the first, second and third Sundays (and at
11am on the fourth Sunday if the service is at Fiddington). Please don’t feel that you need to have been to
the service, all are very welcome for a cuppa, biscuit and a chat.

200 Club Draw
The December draw took place at the Christmas Dinner. This is the biggest draw of the year and there were 5
winners:
£30 No 106 Mrs Mary Elliot
£50 No 166 Mr Ken Popham
£70 No 52

Mr Peter Spear

£100 No 34 Mrs Hazel Hubbard
£250 No 215 Mr Michael Grover
Many congratulations to all the winners: (See opposite for details of next year’s tickets)

Soup Lunch
Don’t forget that the third Thursday-January 16th- in the month will be soup
lunch. This takes place in the village hall, starting at 12.30 until 2pm. Not only is there a lovely selection of
soups with bread rolls and fruit to follow but it is a chance to come along and chat with old friends and make
new ones. Everyone is very welcome. If you know of anyone who is lonely and maybe on their own please
tell them about it as we would love them to come. Donation only.

Greek Evening

A Date for your diary: February 22nd 2020 will be our next Countries of the World Dinner. After
the great success of our previous French, Spanish and Italian evenings, this year it is the turn of Greece.
Tickets will be available in January and will cost £15 a head. There will be a three course meal and a bar.
Places will go fast so do book early. Give me a call on 732190 or email me at jenny.kinahan@hotmail.co.uk to
reserve your place.
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Thanks Fiddington News Readers!
Following your generous donations for
entries of Seasonal Wishes to our Christmas
Issue.
I sent cheques for £125 to the
Bridgwater Food Bank
Editor

Well Done to those who came to the Carol
Service- we raised £194.56 for Great
Ormand Street Hospital.

Martin

A BIG THANKYOU to all those friends and neighbours who supported our
“Christmas Crafts”.
We raised £150 (with a little more to follow) for the Air Ambulance and a
donation to John Taylor’s BloodBike.
A HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ONE AND ALL!
from Sue, Ruth & Richard

200 CLUB CHRISTMAS DRAW
St. Martin’s Church – Fabric Fund 200 Club Draw 2020
Thank you to everyone who purchased tickets for the 2019 draw. After the final draw, completed at the
Fiddington Christmas Dinner on Saturday 14 December, £1,150 will have been distributed to lucky number
winners during the last year with a similar amount remaining for the Fabric Fund.
th

Invitations to existing members of the 200 Club Draw will be delivered at the beginning of January. If anyone has
any problem with what they receive, or do not receive, please let me know.
Printed at the end of this newsletter, is an application form for new members to join and participate in all the
2020 draws. Please make sure all forms are returned before the first draw scheduled to be made at the
Fiddington Village Hall Coffee Morning and Book Swap on Saturday 1 February 2020.
st

See back stage

Paul Matthews. (732175)

I understand freedom of movement
I help people reach their goals
I teach pilates
1-1 equipment based/ group classes

emma

Quantock Pilates

rhys thomas
07928291192
www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk
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From the Village Cook’s Kitchen…

Onion and Mushroom Toad in the Hole
for 4

INGREDIENTS

Pre - heat oven to 220C / gas 7

6 Banana shallots
a little butter and oil
165 g Caerphilly cheese
15g dried Porcini mushrooms
soaked in cold water for 10 minutes
2 eggs
150ml water
125g plain flour
1 tablespoon grainy mustard
Groundnut oil
a handful of grated Parmesan

Peel and half the shallots. Cook them in a shallow pan,
flat side down in the butter and oil over a moderate heat.
Leave for about 20 minutes, turning and letting them soften
till deep golden brown and sticky.

Cut the Caephilly into cubes, drain the Porcini.
Make a batter by whisking the eggs, milk flour, water
and mustard and a little salt and pepper together.
Pour a thin layer of the ground nut oil into a shallow roasting tin
( about 30cm x 24cm). Then warm in the oven till the oil starts to smoke. Add the sticky shallots,
the drained mushrooms and the Caerphilly, then quickly pour on the batter. Add the Parmesan and bake
for 25 minutes or so, until risen.

Our Master of Wine recommends....
Either a white or a light red will go with this dish. Try Concha y Toro’s
Chardonnay from Chile or, if you want to be a bit more adventurous a Picpoul de
Pinet from the hills behind Sete in the South of France, For red nothing will beat a
Beaujolais from the 2018 vintage or, a bit more upmarket, a Fleurie.

M

nstarer

Hello and a happy new year to all my readers.
January brings a couple of things worth pointing out. First off the bat is a rather splendid meteor shower
on the night of the 3rd, go out after 10pm and look towards the eastern sky, there may be up to 40
shooting stars per hour.
Next up is a partial eclipse of the moon on the evening of the 10th. At about 7.15pm the earth's shadow
passes across the moon causing the bottom edge to turn red, It looks great through binoculars.
Keep an eye out for super bright Venus in the southern sky, always a breathtaking sight.
Quote of the month, when asked whether we would ever find intelligent life elsewhere in the universe
Albert Einstein replied ‘ we have to find it on earth first‘.
Steve Page
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‘Your spare room could change a child’s life’
For many, the start of a new year brings an opportunity for reflection, fresh starts and change - but
could you change a child’s story this year?
For over 500 children in Somerset, spending time at home isn’t possible right now, which is why we
urgently need more foster carers to offer safe, loving homes to our children in care. Foster carers can
make a real difference to children’s lives. They help them through tough times and give them the
support they need to achieve their full potential.
Fostering is not a one size fits all. There are a variety of different avenues within fostering to match the
vast and sometimes complex needs of the children in our care, and the lifestyles of our carers; from the
dedication of long term fostering over a period of years, to the flexibility of respite providing care just
one weekend a month. In return our carers receive ongoing support and training, a dedicated social
worker and a weekly fee and allowance (amounts vary – please speak to our team or visit the website
for details).
If you’re aged 21 or over and have a spare room, along with the time and patience to support a
Somerset child in care, visit fosteringinsomerset.org.uk or call our team on 0800 587 9900 to find out
how you could help change a child’s story. There is no upper age limit, and things like your gender,
sexual preference or marital status are not important – you just need the right qualities and mindset.
Alternatively, come along to our next information evening and find out more about fostering over a
coffee and cake. Costa Coffee, 8 Townsend Shopping Park, Shepton Mallet on Tuesday 14 th January
2020 from 7-9pm.
Do something amazing this year.

Michelle Mitchell
Communications Officer – Fostering In Somerset

Latest news from SWP below: tracking every tonne of recycling, the 2018-19 report “Beyond the
Kerb – Recycling to Resources” is published today with details of how the efforts of residents and
waste staff are boosting recycling and cutting carbon.
For the full report visit www.somerset.gov.uk/beyond-the-kerb.
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200 CLUB FORMS
APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP OF THE FABRIC FUND 200 CLUB DRAW IN 2020
TO: PAUL MATTHEWS, OAKFIELD, CHURCH ROAD, FIDDINGTON, SOMERSET. TA5 1JG
Name:
________________________________________________
Number of £10 tickets required:
_________
Address:
___________________________________________________________
______________________________________
Post Code:
____________________
Telephone Number: ______________________________
Signed:
_____________________________________
I enclose *Cash/*Cheque to the value of £______(Please make cheques payable to Fiddington PCC.)
*I have paid £______ by BACS transfer to; Account No 56421923, Sort Code 60-03-27. Please use your
Surname as Reference for this payment.
* Please delete as appropriate.
Your privacy. The Fiddington PCC is committed to privacy and will only use personal data recorded for the
200 Club for the ongoing administration of the draw.
Cut here--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP OF THE FABRIC FUND 200 CLUB DRAW IN 2020
TO: PAUL MATTHEWS, OAKFIELD, CHURCH ROAD, FIDDINGTON, SOMERSET. TA5 1JG
APPLICATION
FOR MEMBERSHIP OF THE FABRIC FUND 200 CLUB DRAW IN 2020
Name:
________________________________________________
TO:
PAUL
MATTHEWS,
CHURCH ROAD, FIDDINGTON, SOMERSET. TA5 1JG
Number of £10 tickets required: OAKFIELD,_________
Name:
________________________________________________
Address:
___________________________________________________________
Number of £10 tickets required:
_________
______________________________________
Post Code:
____________________
Address:
___________________________________________________________
Telephone Number: ______________________________
______________________________________
Post Code:
____________________
Signed:
_____________________________________
Number: ______________________________
I Telephone
enclose *Cash/*Cheque
to the value of £______(Please make cheques payable to Fiddington PCC.)
Signed:
_____________________________________
*I have paid £______
by BACS transfer to; Account No 56421923, Sort Code 60-03-27. Please use your
I encloseas
*Cash/*Cheque
to the
value of £______(Please make cheques payable to Fiddington PCC.)
Surname
Reference for this
payment.
have paid
£______
by BACS transfer to; Account No 56421923, Sort Code 60-03-27. Please use your
**IPlease
delete
as appropriate.
Surname
as
Reference
for this payment.
Your privacy. The Fiddington
PCC is committed to privacy and will only use personal data recorded for
*
Please
delete
as
appropriate.
the 200 Club for the ongoing administration of the draw.
Your privacy. The Fiddington PCC is committed to privacy and will only use personal data recorded for the
200 Club for the ongoing administration of the draw.
Cut here-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------fiddingtonnews@gmail.com
Future DATES for your
Cut here-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------th
Deadline APPLICATION
for the February
Newsletter is
Jan 4
10-12
FOR MEMBERSHIP
OF THE FABRIC
FUND 200Book
CLUB Swap
DRAW IN
2020

Diary

With Cooked
breakfast
TO:Friday
PAUL MATTHEWS,
OAKFIELD, CHURCH ROAD, FIDDINGTON, SOMERSET.
TA5 1JG
24th January
Keep articles
short and sweet and if you have
Name:
________________________________________________
th
Feb 1st
Book Swap
some
romatic
photos/brief
messages for Feb 14_________
Number of £10 tickets required:
which you’d like
toshare send them to
Address:
___________________________________________________________
Feb 24th____________________
‘Becoming a Dementia
Editor’s PostBag
______________________________________
Post Code:
friendly Village’
6pm
Telephone Number: ______________________________
email as above
or in writing to:
Signed:
_____________________________________
March 14th Jumble Sale
I enclose *Cash/*Cheque to the value of £______(Please make cheques payable to Fiddington PCC.)
Word Scramble answers:January, epiphany ,new
Juliet
*I have
paidHarkness
£______ by Redwood,Whitnell,
BACS transfer to; Account No 56421923, Sort Code 60-03-27. Please use your
broom , snowdrops, slimming, celebration ,Burns
BRIDGWATER
TA5 1JE
Surname as Reference
for this payment.
night, Bank holiday, resolutions
* Please delete as appropriate.
Your privacy. The Fiddington PCCwww.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk
is committed to privacy and will only use personal data recorded
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