Fiddington
News
January 2019
This newsletter has been kindly printed by Hinkley Point B Power Station, EDF Energy

Hall Committee News
As I write this it is a beautiful clear day, following some awful stormy weather. Last night we had the Carols around the
Tree. This is a lovely way to celebrate Christmas! There is always a good number happy to sing along no matter how
This newsletter has been kindly printed by Hinkley Point B Power Station, EDF Energy
cold! Fortunately, we have never had actual rain whilst holding this since I have been going, although last night was a
close call. It was enhanced as always by David Scott on his euphonium, keeping us in rhythm and tune (!) and pretty
tree lights. Every year the lights, and electricity to run them, are supplied by Andrew Watson and Karen Jones. The
Committee would like to say a BIG thank you to them for adding a festive touch to the village. By the time you read
this, Christmas will have been and gone, so we hope you all had a good one.
October 2011 I became a member of the Hall Committee and 2012 Chairperson. Since that time the committee have
completed many projects. Robin Kinahan securing a charity donation to pay for a building survey of the hall, was the
main trigger, enabling us to make long term plans for improvements. This highlighted major problems that needed
addressing sooner rather than later. Infested wood in the beams, damp and lack of ventilation or insulation to name
but a few. Along with this there has also been other additions/improvements. I decided to list them so that you can all
get an idea where your money goes when you support our events and projects. They have also been possible due to
Robin being our grant scout, sourcing funds to make the big projects achievable.

.....continued

Wedding Fair

Sunday 17th Feb 2019
11-3pm at Fiddington Village Hall

To book a pitch or find out more see our website

New lawn mower - easier for members to use.
www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk
Garden Shed to store the marquee, lawn mowers, BBQ etc.
New guttering, down pipes and double glazed porch - Asda Grant.
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Village Hall News continued................










The play park - improving the critical fall height protection - Parish Council grant
New lawn mower - easier for members to use.
Garden Shed to store the marquee, lawn mowers, BBQ etc.
New guttering, down pipes and double glazed porch - Asda Grant.
Soak away and drainage improvement at the back of the hall - Sedgemoor 50/50 grant.
Insulation to roof, exposing beams and treating wood infestation. Treatment to inside rising damp. Electrical
improvements. Decorating. Viridor grant.
Wi Fi - bringing another form of communication when mobile phone signals remain poor. Attracts increased
hall hire. Supported by the Parish Council.
Kitchen project - creating more space, cleaner environment, modern appliances, better ventilation and
extraction. Improved fire, health and safety standards. CIM/EDF/Sedgemoor DC grants.
Velux windows to the Meaker room. New toilet cisterns and heater in the ladies toilet area - same grant as
the kitchen.

Money secured via the same kitchen grant for:
New flooring to the toilet areas.
New flooring for the Meaker room (damaged during the kitchen works).
Resurface the main hall and stage floor.
A Shipping container to increase storage capacity and reduce the need to store things on the stage.
Ian Barrow and then Hannah Ovett also brought us up to date by developing a website for the hall; linking this to
Gmail accounts for hall bookings and the News Letter. This enables members to carry out their work in this area
where ever they are, which is essential as many spend quite a bit of time away from the village. The website also
helps to attract bookings by being linked to other websites etc. Also, a Facebook page was developed which helps to
share news and attract hirers.
The permanent signs at the top of the village by the main road junctions where put in place in 2015. The
information these offer also attract many people to events. Thanks goes to Mr Hancock for the use of his ground
for one of them.
A library was formed in the Meaker room in 2017. This idea came from Ruth Brazier when it was becoming apparent
that some people were getting back problems from lifting boxes of books for the Book Swap. This has worked well
and always attracts positive comments from visitors. It also frees up space on the stage.
The committee has also supported Paul Crosland’s project for the Bell Tower. This is all ready to go up, the builder
just needs to find a slot when he can do it.
I think this list is quite impressive considering along with the above work all the other routine work to keep the hall
maintained and remain a central point for the village plus the production of the News Letter and events continued.
All I can say is that I have been lucky enough to work with an amazing group of hard working committee members.
I have decided that it is now time to step down as Chairperson for the committee. I will take the last meeting on
Wednesday 16th January and after that there will be a new chair voted in.
We wish you all much happiness for 2019 and look forward to seeing you at our events.
Heather Hawley. 01278 734624 / 07887684245

Heather Hawley BSc (Hons) ACNP
Advanced Clinical Nurse Practitioner.
Author and Publisher
See Facebook; Amazon; Twitter; Waterstones; Etsy.
Buy: https://www.busybodyseries.co.uk
The Busy Body Series - Fun filled educational books for children.
www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk
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LIBRARY NEWS from FoNSL

It’s all been happening! Since the County Council decided to discontinue Nether Stowey Library,
the FoNSL Committee have successfully set up a Charity to keep our community library open
after March 29th.
The County will provide books and IT. They’ll also give some professional support including the
training of volunteers which will start immediately.
Do you have the willingness and the time (say two hours a week) to help in some way?
Ask me for details.
Dennis Harkness tel: 733245

www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk
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Sunday Services for St Martins, Fiddington for January:
Sunday 6 January Eucharist 9am
th

Sunday 13 January Eucharist 9am
th

Sunday 20th January Eucharist (BCP) 9am
Sunday 27th Joint Benefice Service at Stringston at 10am

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Sausage Sizzle and Quiz- Saturday March 9
Lent Lunch -Thursday March 21

th

st

Italian Evening -Saturday April 6

th

St. Martin’s Church – Fabric Fund 200 Club Draw 2019
Everyone who participated in the 2018 draw should by now have received their new tickets with an invitation to
continue into 2019. If anyone has any problem with what they have, or have not received, please let me know.
Also included at the end of this newsletter,(see Back Page) is an application form for new members to join and
participate in all the 2019 draws. Please make sure all forms are returned before the first draw scheduled for during
the Coffee Morning and Book Swap on Saturday 2 February 2019.
nd

Paul Matthews. (732175)

Photographs of the Church
Do you have a particularly stunning photo of St Martin’s at any time of the year? If you do and are happy
to share it please could you send it to me at jenny.kinahan@hotmail.co.uk. I would like to put together
photos for a postcard or postcards to sell in the church for church funds and any really good or unusual
photos of the church would be most gratefully accepted. Thank you.
From the editor: I received this letter a week ago, Thanks everyone!
Dear Sir or Madam,
On behalf of everyone at Brainwave, I would like to thank Fiddington News and its readers for their kind donations
totalling £90. It was so kind of you to request donations towards our Charity. This is a much valued contribution towards
Brainwave’s goal of helping children with disabilities achieve their full potential and as requested, your kind donation will
be used at our centre in Bridgwater.
The testimonial below is just one of hundreds that we receive each year that shows the impact our programme has on the
whole family.
"10 years ago when we first visited Brainwave our son could sit, but couldn't crawl, walk, eat or speak. He can now do all
of these things thanks to Brainwave, and his quality of life is so wonderful compared to the bleak outlook we were initially
given by professionals. We can never thank all the staff at Brainwave enough. It is life changing."

Brainwave believes in a world where every child with disabilities reaches their potential. Without the
generosity of our supporters this wouldn't be possible. With best wishes to you and all of your readers for Christmas
and the New Year.

Kate Mills
National Fundraising Administrator

www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk
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200 CLUB CHRISTMAS DRAW
The draw took place at the Village Hall Christmas
Dinner and the winners were:-

Mrs Diana Ingram

of Cannington £30

Mr Nigel Holder

of Weymouth £50

Mr John West

of Fiddington £70

Miss Diana Pearce

of Bridgwater £100

Ms Claire Herniman of London

Thanks Fiddington!
Rod and Jenny Cole, who have lately moved into the
parish, would like to thank all those neighbours in the
village who have been so very friendly and welcoming.
It has been a delightful business to encounter the
warmth and goodwill, humour and energy of what is
clearly a very special community. The welcoming
messages and gestures, and the hospitality extended,
spoke reams.
And thanks to Jenny the Newsletter will now
reach everyone in the Keenthorne area (ed.)

£250

Congratulations to all the winners and those who came
‘out of the hat’ in 2018. The total prize money during the
year,including the above, was £1050

FOR SALE
Parker Knoll
ARMCHAIR
Green cover, in good condition.
Offers invited
Eve Joslin: 732619

From the Village Cook’s Kitchen…
KLEFTICO.
Serves 6 - 8
2 x 1kg shoulders of lamb, each one cut into 3 large chunks
through the bone. ( get your butcher to do this)
2kg waxy potatoes, such as Desiree, peeled and cut into 5 - 6 cm chunks.
1 whole head of garlic, outside papery skins removed, cut in half through the middle
1 tablespoon dried oregano
3 - 6 fresh bay leaves
2 tablespoons fresh oregano or marjoram leaves ( I know a bit of a wish in Bridgwater, but possible
sometimes!)
3 tablespoons extra virgin olive oil, plus extra for drizzling
Juice of 2 large lemons
Salt and freshly ground black pepper.
Preheat the oven to 190c / Gas mark 5. Combine the meat,
potatoes and garlic in a large ovenproof casserole dish.
Sprinkle with the dried and fresh herbs, olive oil, lemon juice,
100mls water, 2 teaspoons of salt and plenty of black pepper
and mix together well. Nestle the pieces of meat down in
among the potatoes and drizzle with a little more oil.
Cover the casserole tightly with foil and a well fitting lid and
bake for 3 hours until the meat is falling off the bone.
However, check after a couple of hours to make sure that it does
not need a little more water.

Our Master of Wine recomends....

A rich spicy dish certainly doesn’t need a delicate or classic wine. So avoid Pinot Noir, Cabernet
Sauvignon or Merlot. The place to go is Southern Italy or Spain, where thankfully you won’t have to
pay much. From Sothern Italy or Sicily look for a Nero d’Avola. All retailers have them and they are
good value. From Spain look for Garnacha grape on the label. These wines come from all the less
well known areas and are just what this dish needs

www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk
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BIG BUILD FOR MERYL
Several people asked me at the Christmas dinner, whatever happened to the ‘Big Build for Meryl’ project , as
written up in this publication Autumn 2017.
For those who did not hear the outcome I am delighted to report that the project was successfully completed,
enabling Meryl to move back home in February this year.
The work entailed converting about half of the original ground floor area to provide facilities suitable for a
wheelchair user. These included a ground floor bedroom, specially designed en-suite bathroom, reception room,
and kitchen. In addition a good deal of general maintenance work was done to ensure that the house was in tip
top condition. A hoist, special bath, low level vanity unit, electrically operated bed, low level kitchen units, and
ramps were among the items fitted, together with non-slip vinyl flooring and hard wearing, wheelchair friendly
carpeting by Crown Carpets of Bridgwater.
Special thanks are due the volunteers who did the work, ably led by Clive Cridge, with special mentions for Jon
Scott, Peter Groocock, and Wayne Hawley who did most of the actual building work. Thanks also to the many
others who helped in myriad tasks including clearing out the house, painting, general labouring and endless coffee
and cakes for the workers, not forgetting Paul Crosland who looked after the finances on Meryl’s behalf.
The local firms who carried out work on a contract basis are also thanked for doing their specialist work on a tight
timescale, and making time in their existing commitments to do this at short notice. Special mention is made of
Chris Flay who did the heating and plumbing, and Alan Manchip, (Electricians), both of whom bent over backwards
to meet Clive’s timescales. Thanks also to the other sub-contractors, too numerous to mention.
Grandfield and Son were the main supplier of materials, and at very favourable prices, whilst International Tiles of
Bridgwater also came up to the mark and donated floor tiles and offered very good trade prices for wall tiles.
Again thanks to the other suppliers I do not have room to mention in this short piece. You all know who you arethank you.
Since moving back home Meryl has been supported by many in the village, with special thanks to Jackie Matthews,
Lesley Evans, Jenny Kinahan, and Heather Hawley. Central to all of this has been Ruth Brazier who, as well as
providing delicious meals has acted as main point of contact post building work, She and Richard, plus their
helpers have done a great job.
If I have forgotten to mention someone, please forgive me. You have our thanks also.
Meryl now has carers who come in each morning to help her get up and about, and in the evening they help her to
bed, She has an electric wheelchair which enables her to get out in the village and garden, as well as about the
house, and it is great to see her in church each Sunday morning, and at village hall events. Long may this continue.
David Scott

(Hon. Architect for the project)

www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk
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Gardening with Berry
Earlier this week during that all-day downpour of rain I’d just about had
enough. That was until my nose was greeted by a scent of pure joy.
Lonicera + purpusii ‘Winter Beauty’ honeysuckle is an evergreen winter
flowering shrub that stands at about 6ft tall. It’s easy to prune, you simply cut back
the flowering stems after flowering and easier to propagate by layering.
Find a long piece of fresh growth, that is a stem which is currently not flowering and
lie on the ground (don’t forget to do the same to the stem,ed.!)burying it half way along.
The result is a stem still attached to the plant and serpentines underground,
though the end growth tip mustn’t be buried. Do this in spring and leave for a year.
Dig up and you’ll have more honeysuckle plants! If you don’t have this plant do buy it! The far reaching heady
scented white flowers are a great addition to the winter garden and in rainy spells the smell is amplified; no words
can describe the scent.
I wrote last month that I intended for this month to create some suet garden bird feeders but alas I have
found suet to be almost impossible to source from a shop. Its been a busy week mulching the borders with our leaf
mould, and winds coupled with random hard frosts cause trees to give-up their spindly twigs and dead branches.
All that debris and the removal of an old Box hedge, Buxus sempervirens was justification enough for a bonfire!
I’ve been busy also on the wood chipper, the clippings will make good pathway mulch. Needless to say, the
only place I haven’t searched for suet yet is Morrisons and or Sainsburys so I’ll do that before the next letter.
The idea I have for the feeders is very quaint and trust me the wait will be worth it…
Winter is quiet for me now but in other garden news, Mrs Berry and I have acquired an allotment plot; and a big
one at that! So, we have given ourselves a challenge this year and that is to see how many cut flowers we can grow
and sell from the plot. We’ll keep diary notes on all work done and a cash flow of seeds and plants purchased then
try and turn a profit by supplying beautiful cut flowers. To locals, the shop, the Church and some one of popular
cash crops are being planned with a florist. In other words, watch this place for I shall write about all the ups and
downs of that journey.

Kieren Berry
Invitation to complete a Survey for Sedgemoor's Open Space, Sport and Recreation Study - sport, play and
recreation facility providers
Sedgemoor District Council is currently in the process of preparing an Open Space, Sport and Recreation Study
for the District which incorporates a Playing Pitch Strategy, a Play audit, a Built Facilities assessment and an
assessment of informal recreation space.
This study aims to understand the current quality and quantity of provision, the current level of use and demand of
each site and the expected level of future demand based on population projections. The assessment results will
form part of the evidence base needed to protect existing sites, identify additional needs, support funding bids and
inform negotiations with developers when securing contributions towards open space, sport and recreation facilities.
In order to establish a comprehensive overview of the current level of provision and demand across the district we
are writing to all known sport, recreation and play facility providers within the District to invite them to complete an
online survey which asks a series of questions about the facilities you provide and the level of community use that is
allowed at your venue.
In addition to the questionnaires prepared for specific stakeholders we have prepared a survey for Sedgemoor
residents, could we ask you to please share this link with your customers and ask them to express their views on
the quality and quantity of open space, sport and recreation provision across the District and within their own
Parish?
The questionnaires are accompanied by an Online Interactive Map which displays the known formal and informal
sites plus any planned sites or sites that have been lost to development in recent years.
st
The deadline for completing and submitting the questionnaires is Friday 1 February 2019.
For further information and to follow the progress of the Study please visit the webpage.
The questionnaires can be completed online but if you would prefer to provide your responses by email or letter
please respond by email toldf@sedgemoor.gov.uk or alternatively by post to: Planning Policy, Inward Investment
and Growth, Sedgemoor District Council, Bridgwater House, King Square, Bridgwater, TA6 3AR.
N.B if you have any difficulties submitting the online survey please contact the Planning Policy Team and we will provide an
editable Word version of the survey.
Tina Gardener

Clerk to Fiddington Parish Council

www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk
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APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP OF THE FABRIC FUND200 CLUB DRAW IN 2019
TO: PAUL MATTHEWS, OAKFIELD, CHURCH ROAD, FIDDINGTON, SOMERSET. TA5 1JG
Name:

________________________________________________

Number of £10 tickets required:
Address:

_________

___________________________________________________________

______________________________________

Post Code:

____________________

Telephone Number: ______________________________
Signed:

_____________________________________

I enclose *Cash/*Cheque to the value of £______(Please make cheques payable to Fiddington PCC.)
*I have paid £______ by BACS transfer to; Account No 56421923, Sort Code 60-03-27. Please use your
Surname as Reference for this payment.
* Please delete as appropriate.
Your privacy. The Fiddington PCC is committed to privacy and will only use personal data recorded for the
200 Club for the ongoing administration of the draw.

Cut here

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Only Joking!
What do you call a resturant that only serves pancakes?
“All Day Brexit”

What did David Cameron sing on his last day as Prime
Minister?
"I can't live, if living is without EU."

How did the Brexit chicken cross the road?
“ I never said there was a road. Or a
chicken”

fiddingtonnews@gmail.com
Deadline for the February Newsletter is

Friday 25th January

Keep articles short and sweet and if you have some romatic photos/brief
messages for Feb 14th which you’d like to share I will try and include a few of
them..
email as above or in writing to:

Juliet Harkness

Redwood,Whitnell, BRIDGWATER TA5 1JE

www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk
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