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Village Hall Committee News
Chairman’s Note
Let's get the bad news over first. Sadly we have had to cancel the Flower Show , scheduled for July
18th and the Jumble Sale on August 8th. Your Committee feels that neither event can be held safely.
Rod and Jenny Cole, the gallant Flower Show organisers ,will tell us what is being salvaged from the
Flower Show cancellation on Page 3 of this Issue. So, keep those sunflowers growing!
Now for better news. Tina Gardener, our wonderful Parish Clerk, told me that Village Halls were able to
apply for the £10,000 Small Business Grant ,which is designed to help small businesses through the
Covid-19 pandemic. We duly applied and got one! This means that we do not have to worry about the
considerable loss of income caused by various events and private functions being cancelled or
postponed.
Saturday Nov 10th
Saturday
8th December
2pm
Also, it's time to say thank you to various people who
have done so much to help recently. To Heather
VILLAGE
HALL
JUMBLE
SALE
and Wayne Hawley for repairing the shed walls
and roof
and to the Parr girls( I am not sure if it was
Christmas
mum or which daughter!) for repainting it. To
Rod Cole forDinner
painting the drive gate and to all the mowers,
Booking
formwho all keep the grounds looking so well.
whether Wayne on the tractor or the rota with the
mower,
on back page
Thank you all.

Robin Kinahan
(Chair of the Village Hall Committee)
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In this “Not the Flower Show”
Issue ...
Vital information on page 3
Games & Puzzles
(on a Gardening theme of course)
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St Martin of Tours, Fiddington

Jenny Kinahan (Secretary to the PCC, St Martin of Tours, Fiddington)
Jenny.kinahan@hotmail.co.uk or Tel: 01278 732190

Phased re-opening of Libraries in Somerset
Somerset Library Service is planning the phased partial reopening of library buildings starting with the 5 Main Libraries
only (Bridgwater, Taunton, Yeovil, Frome and Minehead).
For more detail, together with scheduled re-opening dates for
individual libraries, visit the Somerset Libraries
website: https://www.somerset.gov.uk/libraries-leisure-andcommunities/libraries/some-libraries-planning-to-re-open-soon/
Library services will look and feel quite different as some
processes change temporarily. Social distancing measures will
be in place and a “personal shopper” service will be available as
customers will not be able to browse. Staff will be available to
select books for customers based on popular titles, specific
interests and favourite authors. Somerset County Council is
planning to erect perspex screens on all counters in public
libraries, including the local library in Nether Stowey, to enhance
personal safety.
Medium sized libraries may start to re-open during August.
As you will see in the schedule in the Somerset Libraries weblink
above, the Thomas Poole Library in Nether Stowey is not
included in the first phase plans to re-open. The Trustees are
consulting currently with the Library Service as to how best to
manage the re-opening of the community library with the safety
of all its readers and volunteers in mind. Volunteers are being
asked if they are willing to resume working in the Library on a
socially distanced personal shopper basis.
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So what about all those potatoes and sunflowers?
The rest of this year’s Flower Show may have fallen victim of the Coronavirus, but the
competition seed potatoes and sunflower seeds have been growing on, demanding love,
nutrition and tender words these past few months.
They will not be ignored! Their moments of celebrity are scheduled for Thursday evening, 16
July, 6 p.m. onwards, when we will tour the relevant gardens with weighing scales and tape
measures. We expect to watch the proud growers as they excavate their potatoes, there and
then, prior to weighing – and to be loaned step-ladders if the sunflowers are too tall. Covid
distancing will be observed, as specified by H.M. Government. (Two metres? One metre?)

th

Photos will be taken! Results will be declared, in the Fiddington News. Rain, of course, is a
possibility on the evening. Rain-dodging might be necessary. In the event of complications,
phone 732345.
Rod & Jenny Cole

Table Displays on Saturday July 18th 2-4pm
It will be a shame not to show off our local creative and gardening talents at the Flower Show.
So, if you want to, please put a table outside your front gate with displays of your plants,
vegetables, flower arrangements, cakes, jams and craft and art creations.
The idea is that folk can wander (at a safe distance) around the village in the afternoon and
look at what we all can do.
If you want to sell anything from your table, the nominated charity is the St Margaret's Hospice.
Do join in and have fun creating your display!
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Editor’s Post Box

Hello Everyone
I want to say a big thank you to the folk who have
helped with plants for village planters.
Jenny Kinahan was the first to donate many of her
geranium cuttings plus white Cosmos, Ruth giving
some very healthy Geraniums, Heather shopping
for a mixture of plants wherever she could find
offerings for me and Ray Brooks with a great mix
including ten Greek miniature Basil plants as
shown; they have a delightful white flower and
smell delicious, look out for them. Amazing how
many plants are required for our containers so I am
really grateful for the collaborative help.
Whilst writing we must thank Meryl who allows us
to use her hose and water for the brook planters (
they take an enormous amount of water).
Hope everyone is safe and well. ANDREA

BIG

A
THANKYOU
To the Queen of
Fiddington Planters,
Andrea Crossland!
(Ed.)

Ed: Katie Berry writes“ I just thought you
might like to share some
pictures of a blackbird’s
nest we uncovered today
on the battery in the
engine of our old
campervan stationed at
Whitnell Farm House! I
was just about to try and
get it started and charged
up- but looks as though I
will have to wait a little
longer! Still, I managed to
get a tyre changed today
so all was not lost!
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Information Forwarded from Fiddington PC

19 June 2020

Recycling sites: ‘shop-style’ social distancing on its way
Visitors to Somerset Waste Partnership’s recycling centres will find ‘shop-style’ social distancing arrangements
in place over the next week.
Floor markings and other extra signs are being introduced to all 16 sites in the coming days. The set-up will be
similar to that seen in supermarkets and other shops, with visitors expected to take responsibility for keeping
themselves and others safe.
Sites were closed in March in response to COVID-19 and reopened in May with extra staff and barriers on
hand to make sure social distancing was followed and to control access to waste skips.
This extra staffing has been gradually phased out and over the course of the next week, starting on Saturday
(20 June), barriers will be removed.





Other safety and access restrictions remain in place:
Gloves to be worn when outside the vehicle
Maximum of two people per household
Trailers and 3.5 tonne vans only allowed between 4pm and 6pm on weekdays
Lifting assistance not available.

There will be a further update when all sites can take the last few materials currently not being accepted,
including glass and cardboard which can be recycled at the kerbside.
Sites have experienced long queues at times, especially in the morning, and the public is still advised to only
make trips to the tip if really necessary.
Mickey Green, Managing Director of SWP, said: “These arrangements will be familiar to everyone from their
trips to the supermarket, with the responsibility very much on the public to do the right thing and maintain

social distance.
“The way that visitors have accepted the restrictions and followed the guidance so far has been great and I’m
sure this will be no different.”
All sites are now open for their usual summer hours. Queue cams are operating for Bridgwater, Chard,
Highbridge, Minehead, Street, Taunton, Wells and Yeovil. Please check before you leave
www.somersetwaste.gov.uk/recycling-centre-queue-cams/
For more information about how to reduce and reuse your waste, visit www.somersetwaste.gov.uk
For the latest information about services and any disruption visit www.somersetwaste.gov.uk/coronavirus and
follow @somersetwaste on Twitter and Facebook.

Tina Gardener
Clerk to Fiddington Parish Council
01278 652642

clerk@fiddington-pc.org.uk
www.fiddington-pc.org.uk
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CAPONATA

for 6 - 8

A delicious Sicilian dish with Arab origins that can be served
either warm or at room temperature.
It will not freeze, but keeps well for several days.
100mls olive oil
3 large aubergine, cut into 2cm cubes
2 long shallots, chopped
4 large plum tomatoes, chopped
( or a tin of good quality tomatoes)
2 tsp capers, soaked & salted,
50 g raisins
4 sticks of celery sliced
50mls red wine vinegar ( or Balsamic) Handful of toasted pine nuts and basil leaves.
Pour the olive oil into a large heavy bottom casserole or saucepan, place over a medium heat and add the
aubergine. Cook for a good 15 - 20 minutes until soft. Scoop the aubergine out of the pan and set aside you should be left with some olive oil. Add the shallots and cook for about 5 minutes until soft and
translucent. Add the tomatoes and cook slowly, so that they break down and turn into a soft mush, then
add the aubergine back into the pan. Now add the capers, raisins, celery and vinegar, season well and
cover with a lid. Cook over a low heat for 40 minutes until all the vegetables are soft. Stir gently so that it
does not break up too much; the stew should smell sweet and sour.
Leave to cool slightly and serve with toasted pine nuts and basil leaves.

Our Master of Wine recommends . . .
This is not a light dish, so you need a red wine with plenty of guts. A Malbec or a Shiraz
should do the trick.
For the Malbec try the Le Patrie Cahors Malbec (£7 Sainsbury). Cahors is where the
Malbec came from before French emigrants took it to Argentina.
For the Shiraz, Australia is often a good bet. Sainsbury has the reliable Penfolds
Koonunga Hill Shiraz £10. It has loads of fruit, alcohol and a touch of warming oak.
Otherwise try to Taste the Difference Western Australia Shiraz £7.50, which is cheaper
and a bit less alcoholic.
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Flowery Anagrams
Can you solve these anagrams of
summer flowers? (Answers on back
page)














climates
Up gin morale
A grey hand?
A nut pie
Is Pat mine?
Stop Mr. Mousee!
One I bag
Upheld mini?
Arise, wit!
I strum aunt
Nurse flow
An art icon

A Beanfeast Wordsearch
Can you find 14 different kinds of Bean in the grid?
(This is quite a challenge! Answers on the Back Page)

D C Z P K H A Y O S H
A Y A

I C A Z N E A X

O B P N Q U M I

R E Y

R L E T N U A I

T S E

B R X O A E C S L
F C I

U N

T T O L R O B D

A K E D T G X L R T
S O R E N N U R I
Z E A D Z U K I

O K

S N S

A R E M A M A D E D
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More on the Lime Hawk-moth saga…..
Readers will of course remember the exciting tidings last month of the Lime Hawk that laid in excess of
fifty eggs – and the weeny caterpillars that hatched. How best to attend to their needs? Fortunately,
Richard Holt volunteered to raise a proportion of them, while the rest accosted me with consciencetroubling expectations of sustenance, threatening to tear the sprays of lime leaves from my grip each
evening.
They grew and they grew – and within the space of four weeks they became fully grown mini-monsters,
eventually turning from green to pink at the point when no more food was required, and instead they
were ready to pupate. So they have since descended into a layer of compost, to turn into a dark brown
chrysalis in each case - and there they are due to remain until May next year. In other words, most of
the life of a Lime Hawk is spent down in the ground, seemingly somnolent, whiling away the months
until the next spring’s sunshine. Probably good for the blood pressure.
Meanwhile, Bob Keene took this mighty fine picture of a Cockchafer – and a dozen or so of such
beetles were the cause of all those moth eggs being laid so suddenly one night.

Rod Cole
Answers to Flowery Anagrams:
clematis, pelargonium, hydrangea,
petunia, impatiens, osteospermum,
begonia, delphinium, wisteria,
nasturtium, sunflower, carnation.

Beanfeast Wordsearch: broad,
runner, french, borlotti, haricot,
adzuki, soya, kidney, pinto, mung,
black, canellini, lima, edamame

Premier
Little’s Stores
Nether Stowey
Open 7-7

fiddingtonnews@ gmail.com

Deadline
for the next Issue is
July 24th

Faun’s Butchers
Nether Stowey
High quality meat and fish
delivered to your door.

deliveries
01278 732249

Please send articles/photos/letters by
email or by post to
Juliet Harkness
Redwood, Whitnell, TA5 1JE

Ring in your order to: 732270

Meals Delivered to you!
The Cottage Inn
are offering Fish n Chips
on Fridays and Roasts on Sundays.
thecottage-inn@btconnect.com
If you cannot access the internet
then message or call and leave a message
on

Anchor inn
Order on 07850 328817 or face book
Stone Baked Fresh Dough Pizzas
We do Burgers on Wednesdays,
Pizzas on Thursday and Frid.
Roasts on Sundays

07379520552
Anchor
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