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Village Hall Committee News 
 

Chairman’s introduction 
 
   Hello All, 
 

July is here and The Fiddington Show is just around the corner! (those cups are waiting!) 

This year the show will be opened by Fern Britton at 3pm on the 13th July. 
  
Please remember to have your entries submitted by 7pm on the 9th July to Marianne Parr, Manor Farm, Church 
Road, Fiddington. 

  
Entry forms can be found on the Fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk website  

  
On a separate note the Village Hall will be holding its next Jumble sale on Saturday the 10th August 

 
 
       Take Care everyone, 
 
 
         James U’Dell 
         (Chair of the Village Hall Committee)  
                    www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

  
          

We are grateful to Hinkley Point B Power Station, EDF, for printing this Newsletter 

 Dates for the Diary 
 on Page 8 

 

 

     In this July/Aug Issue: 
There’s a Wimbledon theme this month 
Fiddington Show reminder         p.5 
 
“Nancy Remembers”   p.6 
 
Wimbledon Wordsearch    p.8 
 
BBQ wines from our Master of Wine    p.9 
 
 
 

 

  

http://fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk/
http://www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk/
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        Report from Fiddington Parish Council 
 
We held our last Parish Council meeting on 21st May this included the Annual Meeting of the 
Parish Council and the Annual Parish Meeting. Our meeting was held too late to report in the June issue. 
Reports were given at the Annual Parish meeting by Greg Doyle (the newly elected chairman) 
for the parish council, Paul Crosland on behalf of James U’Dell for the village hall and Paul 
Crosland on behalf of Robin Kinahan for the Church. The reports will be published on the 
website shortly. 
 
At our meeting Derek Buller resigned as both Chairman and Councillor for Fiddington Parish 
Council. Derek has been a councillor for 13 years and chairman for the last 8 years. Councillors 
thanked Derek for his invaluable contribution to the Parish Council. He has a wealth of 
knowledge that will be hard to replace. Councillors presented Derek with a case of wine chosen 
by Robin Kinahan. 
 
The statutory notice advertising the vacancy has been displayed on the notice boards and 
website. At the time of writing this article I do not know if 10 or more electorate will request an 
election to fill the vacancy. If this doesn’t happen, we will be able to co-opt a new councillor at 
our next meeting to be held on 16th July 2024. If you are interested in becoming a councillor 
then please contact the Clerk by Monday 15th July 2024. 
 
The Annual Audit return for the year ended 31 st March 2024 was presented to the Council and 
agreed by all and signed by the chairman. The audit notices have been displayed on the parish 
notice boards and website. The end of year balance was £5,958.18 which is about £600 less 
than last year. This is largely due to spending £464 from the Community Infrastructure Levy (a 
levy on certain planning applications) which can only be spent on certain items. We spent £350 
on new finger posts for the sign at the bottom of the village and £114 on another grit bin. 
The road closure for the improvement of works on the road leading in to the village has been 
postponed until the deeds have been completed. 
The Parish Council agreed to refurbish the plaque in memory of Joan Stephens. 
Our next meeting will be held at 7.00pm on Tuesday 16th July 2024 in Fiddington Village Hall. 
Everyone is welcome to attend. 
 
Tina Gardener 
Clerk to Fiddington Parish Council 
clerk@fiddington-pc.org.uk 
www.fiddington-pc.org.uk 
01278 652642 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.fiddington-pc.org.uk/
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 ST. MARTIN’S CHURCH, FIDDINGTON     JUlY/AUG 2024 

 

Sunday July 7th Eucharist 9am 

Sunday July 14th Eucharist 9am 

Sunday July 21st Songs of Praise 2pm in the Marquee followed by tea and cakes!  
No morning service in the church. 
 

Sunday July 28th Family Service 9am 
 
Sunday August 4th Eucharist 9am 

Sunday August 11th Eucharist 9am 

Sunday August 18th Eucharist 9 am 

Sunday August 25th Family Service 9am 

Everyone is very welcome to any service at Fiddington or come and share a friendly cuppa  after the 
service has finished. Coffee, tea and biscuits are always served from about 10.10am.    

         In the Marquee 
 

              Fiddington Village Hall 
 

        Sunday July 21st at 2pm. 
 
       Come and have a good sing. All Faiths and None, 
 
         Everyone very welcome. 
        Tea and homemade cakes afterwards. 
 
 
 

   
 

  Produce Stall 
             Saturday August 17th 
                          2pm to 4pm 
                        In the marquee. 
 

  Garden produce, flowers, plants, jams,  
            chutneys cakes and biscuits. 
 

                Proceeds in aid of church funds. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 

  

          Strawberry Cream Tea 
      Sunday August 25th 
 Fiddington Village Hall 3pm 

 

 
 
Proceeds in aid of St Martin’s church funds 
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  200 Club – Draw Results 
 
The June draw was made at the mid-month Tea & Chat.  
The winning tickets were: 
  £30 – No 164: Mrs Jane Soffe 
 
  £50 – No 214: Mr Martin Hill 

     The Marion Evered Trust 
The Big Bash charity cricket weekend with Over Stowey 
CC was a great success even though the wind made it bit 
fresh. 

 Thanks to all that attended and supported. 
 
200 club winners 
April 
£20 Paul Williams £10 Emily Bushall  
£5 Archie Richard Barrow 
May 
£20 Paul Gower £10 Caroline Hutchings  
£5 Pauline Barrow 
If you wish to join the monthly draw contact 
 Pauline on 01278 732522. 
 
Dates for your diary: 
Sept 8th 4pm Cream teas at the Kitchen, Quantock 

 Lakes;  more details soon. (See Kitchen page) 

 
 The Big Bash at Over Stowey 

 
Did you Know? 

Did you know that the first marriage in the 
church Register of Marriages at St. Martin’s, 
which is in the vestry, is July 18th 1837?  

Earlier records are in the archives in Taunton. 
 
The marriage was between William Ware, a 
cordwainer, and Sarah Coles.  
 
William Ware's father is recorded as a mason and 
Sarah Coles's father a labourer. 
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Fiddington Show 2024 
Saturday, 13th July 

The show will be opened at 3.00pm by Fern Britton. 
Let’s make this a really special show, with lots of entries! 

 
The Show Schedule and entry forms were attached to last month’s newsletter. 

Feel free to photocopy extra forms, or download them from the Fiddington Village Hall website. 
Entry forms need to be handed in to Marianne Parr at Manor Farm by 7.00 pm on 

Tuesday 9th July. 
On Saturday, bring your entries along to the village hall between 9.30 and 11.30 

that morning. 
There are prizes and trophies to be won. N.B. Please would current holders of 

trophies won last year cut along to Hilary Burland’s place to hand them in, 
suitably polished, as soon as possible. 

Entrants for the heaviest crop of potatoes and/or the tallest sunflower classes 
should expect to have their exhibits duly lifted and weighed or measured on 

Tuesday 9th July. 
Custom dictates that there will be cream teas available on Saturday afternoon! 

  

 
 

 
  

 
One of Fiddington's finer caterpillars.  This monster Drinker moth 

larva was snapped by Polly Keene near the stream, where it was 
grazing on the wayside grasses. 
 
Early May's caterpillars on the alkanets of Whitnell have since produced 
an emergence of Scarlet Tiger moths, as photographed by Bob Keene.  
The not-dissimilar Cream-Spot Tigers were flying just a couple of weeks 
earlier. 
 

 

       Rod Cole  
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My conversations with Nancy invariably involved animals as Nancy has lived on a farm  
all her life, living and working with animals...... 

 

“ When I was in my teens my father bought me a horse- Ben was his name, he cost about £5. I 

loved that horse and went all over the farm with him. He made up for the fact that I’d lost my 

mum I think. I would herd all the cows and when we had cattle down at Steart I used to use Ben to 

move them. There was a Mrs Jones who had a very beautiful garden with a big lawn and she usually 

kept the big gates closed. Well you can guess what happened next can’t you? She left the gates open 

and all the cows went tramping over her smart lawn. She went BANANAS ! – I was never forgiven! 

   

    I can look back and say I worked really hard when I was young. Of  

    course I was taught to milk by hand on Violet and milked the other 4 

    cows too and put the milk out in the churns.  We had to hoe the  

    mangles in the field. Just occasionally my father took us to Lyme Regis 

    for the day. 

 

When I first got married to Jim we had a small-holding up Rhode Lane called Balls Farm. When 

you answered the phone you said  ‘Hello- Balls’  - and when they said ‘Pardon?’ you had to repeat 

it   - ‘ Smalls.... Balls’! We got teased about that. 

 Jim bought the farm from my dad and we had all sorts of  

animals after that. When I was a young mum of three girls we 

 used to go up to Weston-super-Mare on the coach for the day 

and ride on the donkeys there. 

There was one donkey , his name was Johnny 

 (written on his bridle), who came to our farm for his winter  

break after the end of the season.  

We loved that donkey and kept him in the stable downstairs  

and fed him on cow nuts and had his feet trimmed.  

He used to come right up the steps to the front door!  

He’d to go back to Weston in April and when we went there  

in the summer we would take some nuts and call him – and he’d coming running over to see us, it 

was lovely. 

Jim and I had two or three pigs and piglets as well which we kept in the orchard and a flock of 

sheep which my daughter looked after.  We had to have all the pigs destroyed when they got Swine 

Fever, it was terrible. 

I’ve got to tell you this- I used to go round the neighbours’ collecting for charity and so on. I was 

collecting for the Blind and one old man said to me: 

“I  bent  blind  and  I  bent  going  to  give  to  they  that  Be”!     so I didn’t thank HIM !” 
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             STOGURSEY FORGET-ME-NOT CAFÉ 
 
 JUBILEE ROOMS, CASTLE STREET, STOGURSEY 
 FORTNIGHTLY ON WEDNESDAYS 10.30 – 12.00 
 

Upcoming Café Dates: 

Wednesday July 3 rd 

Wednesday July 17 th 

Wednesday July 31 st 

Wednesday August 14 th 

Wednesday August 28 th 

We would like to say a huge THANK YOU to  all at Burton Springs, 

Yellow Door Cottage, and everyone who donated prizes and 
supported our fundraising tombola at Burton Fete on May 26th . 
More than £500 was raised which is incredible. 
Jim from Somerset Passenger Solutions took us to Weston-super-
Mare on Wednesday June 5th so a big Thank You to them.  
We all had a great time despite traffic delays and a cold wind but the 
sunshine was beautiful! We can’t wait for our next trip. 
 
Forget-me-Not Cafés provide support, companionship and a warm 
welcome to those who are recognising issues with their memory, as 
well as their carers, family, and friends. 
 
There’s a variety of activities, some involving existing local groups, 
such as music, singing, arts, crafts, poetry, bingo, quizzes, or if 
preferred, just a quiet chat over a coffee. We are a voluntary 
group, financed by donations and fundraising events. 
The Café runs twice a month, planned so that the cafe is open the 
alternate week to Watchet Forget-me-Not Cafe. 
Many friendships have been made over the years. 
 
Please come along and see what we do, you will receive a warm 
welcome. 
 

For more information please contact: 
Helen: 01278 733451 cuttellhelen@gmail.com 
Rose:  07507 374234 rosechalk@icloud.com 
 

       
     

  

 
Meetings 3rd Thursday of each month 7.30pm 
St. Mary’s Church Centre Nether Stowey 
The aim of the club is to offer gardeners, from around 
the Quantock area, a chance to get together with 
other gardeners in the locality. To their joint 
advantage and mutual interest. We enjoy a guest 
speaker, raffle, garden table, tea, coffee & home-
made cake. 

Members free (annual membership £25), guests £5, 
to include free tea/coffee & home-made cake! 

Coming up: 
Thursday 11th July: Car visit to Brandon Farm, Isle 
Abbots TA3 6RX 
Thursday 18th July: Women in Horticulture, Past & 
Present, A talk by Claire Forster 

Thursday 15th August: Members summer garden 
party 

Saturday 7th September: Car visit to Knoll Cottage, 
Stogumber TA4 3TN 

Thursday 19th September: Irresistible Garden plants 
for butterflies, A talk by Roy Cheek 

for more information about our vibrant club, contact 
secretary Lucy Haswell 01278 671289  
shbassoon@aol.com.  Or visit - 
 https://sites.google.com/site/stowey-gardeners  

 

 

 

  

 

  

  

    

 
EAST  Summer Workshops 

QUAY  for kids (and parents) 

Watchet  Tues/Wed/Thurs 11-1 
 
 

mailto:cuttellhelen@gmail.com
mailto:rosechalk@icloud.com
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  Wimbledon 
 
Grand Slam 
Tournament 
Ballboy 
Backhand 
Quarterfinal 
Game 
Racquet 
Umpire 
Grass court 
Forehand 
Let 
Fault 
Net 
Ace 
Volley 
Set 
Hawkeye 
Baseline 
Serve 
Strawberries 
Pimms 

 
( I’d say the last two are 
the important ones! Ed) 

  Turkish tomato and white bean salad 
Ingredients: 
 
400g vine tomatoes 
1 red onion 
1 teaspoon sumac* 
1 x 400g tin of cannellini beans 
3 tbsp olive oil 
lemon juice or red wine vinegar 
a dash of honey  
 
*Sumac is made from the ground  
berries of the shrub Rhus coriaria .The dark red 
 spice has an astringent /lemon taste and is  
used in Middle eastern cookery. 

 
 

 

 
 

 

   

Can you find 21 words associated with Wimbledon Tennis 
Tournament in the grid?  

   No need to think too hard  

L T R U O C S S A R G S 

A K O Y M A F S E R V E 

N F X U C P M X A T Y I 

I O T E R M I N P E E R 

F R L E I N D R K S L R 

R E U P M S A W E L L E 

E H A C L A A M K E O B 

T A F A S H G O E T V W 

R N M B A S E L I N E A 

E D Y O B L L A B E T R 

U T E N T E U Q C A R T 

Q U B A C K H A N D Z S 
    

 

 

 

 

Method: 
Peel, halve and finely slice the onion and toss it with 1/2 teaspoon of 
sumac and a little salt. 
Set aside whilst you prepare the rest of the salad 
Cut the tomatoes into thin wedges. Drain and rinse the beans. 
Roughly chop a large handful of parsley - flat leaf if you have it.  
In a large mixing bowl whisk together the olive oil, the lemon juice 
(or red wine vinegar) and a dash of runny honey. Add the sliced 
onions, tomatoes, cannellini beans and parsley to the bowl and toss 
together. Toss again with the remaining 1/2 teaspoon of sumac and 
season to taste. 
Leave to sit for at least 15 minutes to allow the flavour to mingle 
before serving 

 

Our Master of Wine recommends . . . . . 
 

A Fino Sherry would be lovely with this. They have a dry, slightly salty flavour. Tio Pepe, 
which is in most retailers, is a reliable tangy Fino. If you don’t fancy a dry sherry try a Gruner 
Veltliner from Austria. They have a lovely spicy edge to their appley fruit flavours. Morrisons 
have a Best Gruner Veltliner (£9.50) and Sainsbury's have a Taste the Difference Gruner Veltliner 
(£9 down from £11). The Wine Society have several, which shows the excellent reputation these 
wines have.           

       More from our MoW on the next page....>> 
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Greetings  
 and 
 Best   
Wishes to All    
 from  

Nancy Small 

 Of course you can drink whatever you like, but here are a few thoughts and ideas. 
 
First, don’t spend too much. BBQs are normally informal occasions with rich meat and salads 
and you’ll be wasting your money on posh wines.  
 
Second, keep clear of high alcohol wines. 
High alcohol ,high temperatures and sunshine are not a good idea.  
Bearing all this in mind; - 
 
So, whilst you are waiting for the incinerated food to be ready, why not have a Rosé. Majestic 
Wine say that Rosé is their largest selling category when the temperature gets above 24 
degrees. It’s best to keep clear of the darker coloured Rosés, which can be too heavy and 
alcoholic. Europe produces the lighter coloured and fresher styles. Both Sainsburys and 
Morrisons have the Vielle Ferme Rosé, from the admirable Perrin family in the Rhone valley. 
Sainsburys have the interesting strawberry style Picini Memoro Rosata (£8.50) from the 
slightly bonkers chain smoking Picini family in Tuscany. Aldi have a surprisingly cheap 
Cotes de Provence Rosé at £8.49. I don’t know the producer so have no idea what it might 
taste like. 
 
 Now to the reds, which are best with BBQ food. 
Slightly chilled Beaujolais is the best bet. The 2022 and 2023 vintages were excellent, and 
the wines are fresh, damson and cherry flavoured, not too alcoholic and very easy drinking. 
It’s worth trading up to a Beaujolais Villages, for more flavour and style. Sainsbury have the 
Taste the Difference Beaujolais Villages (£9, down from £12) and Morrisons have the 
Beaujolais Villages £10.50 down from £13) from the excellent Louis Jadot Burgundy 
producer. 
  Argentinian Malbec wines are less alcoholic than they used to be. Morrison’s have 
the Trivento Reserve Malbec (£8.50) and Sainsburys have the Santa Julia Malbec (£8 down 
from £9.75). Both should have the slightly spicy, mealy and grapey flavours of a decent 
Malbec. Other ideas might be Morrison’s The Best Ribera del Duero (£9), which is down the 
road from Rioja and is usually more elegant and La Vielle Ferme Rouge £8.50 which has 
strawberry and plums flavours. Sainsburys might tempt you with their Taste the Difference 
Cotes du Rhone , which will have the typical strawberry and spice flavours of the Grenache 
grape. 

     Enjoy the summer! 
 
PS You will note that I only suggest Morrison’s and Sainsburys. They are 
local and usually reliable. I don’t know the sources that Aldi and Lidl buy from so can’t 
suggest any of their wines. The Wine Society (there are many members in Fiddington) are the 
best of the lot! 
 

         Robin Kinahan (MoW) 
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 Thurs July 4th  Make sure you VOTE!    
 

 Sat July 6th   No Book Swap  
 

 Sat July 13th  3pm  Fiddington Show     
 

 Thurs July 18th  3pm Mid-Month Tea & Chat  
 

 Sat Aug 3rd   Book Swap 10-12  
 

 Sat Aug 10th  2pm Jumble Sale 
 
 

 
 

 

  No Issue in August 

        Deadline 

  for Sept Issue 

    is Aug 20th 
           all copy & info to 

  Juliet Harkness 01278 733245 

 

   fiddingtonnews@gmail.com 

Mid-Month Tea & Chat 
 
 
 
 
 

Please join us in the Village Hall on the third 

Thursday of each month for tea and cake, as an 

opportunity to meet up with friends and 

neighbours. 

The next teas will take place in the Village 

Hall      at 3pm on July 18th 

     and August 15th  

   and ALL are very welcome. 

 

For any further information please call Jackie 

or Paul Matthews(732175). 

 

 

 

   Ruth & Richard Brazier say a  

    BIG THANKYOU! 
 
We would like to say big thank you to the Village for 

all the donations given on our Diamond Wedding 
afternoon.  

The total was £615.00 was shared between Blood 
bikes, RNLI and Air ambulance.  

 

  

 

 

  

 

    

     

 


