We are grateful to Hinkley Point B Power Station, EDF Energy, for printing this Newsletter

Village Hall Committee News
Chairman’s Note
What a lovely village we live in! There is kindness and help everywhere. Thank you to
everybody who are helping others with shopping, prescription collections and many,many other
things.
Sadly, we have had to cancel the June 27th Village BBQ and Dog Show. Current rules forbid
such a large gathering. On the plus side, the village dogs now have a whole year to
rehearse their tricks!
We'll take a decision on the Flower Show at the end of June, once we have digested and tried
to understand any changes in the rules on gatherings.
Keep well and safe everyone.
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St Martin of Tours, Fiddington

Unfortunately the church is still closed but the Bishops of Bath and Wells have discussed the outline of
a phased approach to reopening churches as Government restrictions are relaxed. We hope this will
lead, initially, to the church being open for private prayer for individuals. No date has yet been set for
this but there is the glimmer of a little light at the end of the long tunnel.
Meanwhile, services are being held on Zoom each Sunday with some midweek services too. The
Benefice services are set up by Nicky, our Rector at Fiddington. On Sundays there is a Eucharist with
hymns, intercessions and readings. If you might be interested in joining the service (no participation
required) please just let me know as I can then send you the meeting ID and Password which is
published on the pew sheet each week.
Please see below two resources set up by the Church of England and the Diocese of Bath and Wells to
give support for those affected by the virus and their families. Please pass on the information to
anyone you feel might gain benefit from either of the initiatives.
Thank you
Jenny Kinahan (Secretary to the PCC, St Martin of Tours, Fiddington)
Jenny.kinahan@hotmail.co.uk or Tel: 01278 732190

*NB The Chair of Fiddington Village Hall says: “in late June or early July a decision will be taken on
whether the Show is to go ahead, by which time we'll know government guidelines/ regulations.”
www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk
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The Parrs

Rebecca Hawley

Daniel & Charlotte

Karen & Andrew
Watson

Village bakers

Dennis Harkness (aka Colonel Carruthers)

An old basket-case and hubbie admire Daniel’s road art
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Report from Fiddington PC
Fiddington Parish Council cancelled its Annual meetings scheduled to take place on 19th May 2020.
Our next meeting is scheduled for 16th July 2020 but this will be subject to Government guidance.
Coronavirus
The parish council receives regular updates and useful information which can be found on our website
www.fiddington-pc.org.uk

Somerset County Council posts regular updates on its website and you can sign up for email updates
using the following link https://www.somerset.gov.uk/coronavirus/covid-19-latest-advice/
You can also contact the Somerset Coronavirus Helpline on 0300 790 6725.
Church Road Phone Box
A huge thank you to John Taylor who casually mentioned he was looking for something to do
and before he realised, he had volunteered to paint the box. John has made a wonderful job of
the painting and we are extremely grateful to him.

Before….
During….
After….
There is enough paint left over for the phone box in Coultings so if anyone is interested then please
contact the clerk or any councillor.
During this difficult time please stay safe and follow the Government guidelines and
look out for your neighbours.
Tina Gardener
Clerk to Fiddington Parish Council
01278 652642

clerk@fiddington-pc.org.uk
www.fiddington-pc.org.uk

Editor’s Post Box

A sight rareeely seen!
Heather and Wayne spotted this
eel (one of at least two) in the stream
opposite their house

Since doing more walks during the lockdown period, I
have noticed, even more than usual, how much rubbish there
is on the sides of the roads. With this in mind, I took a bag
out with me recently. The amount seen in the picture is what
Wayne, Rebecca and I collected on the road between the lane
up to the pheasant pens and Nancy Small's. Although I
know it is not our rubbish, it is our village and good to keep it
looking tidy. Perhaps others might like to pop a carrier bag in
their pocket when out walking and pick up a few bits? The
less rubbish there is around, I feel people are less likely to
throw stuff out of their cars etc.
Heather Hawley
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A Musical Wordsearch
Can you find 15 different genres of music breeds in the grid?
(Answers on the Back Page)
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Musical Jokes
Definition of Opera:
Where a man gets stabbed and starts
singing instead of bleeding
How can you tell a bagpipe is out of
tune?
Someone is blowing into it.
How do you get two viola players to play
in unison?
You shoot one of them
Interviewer: “ have you ever conducted
Stockhausen?”
Sir Thomas Beecham: “ No. But once I
trod in some”
Why are accordianists’ fingers like
lightning?:
They rarely strike the same spot twice
Why do they call it Rap music?:
The letter C fell off at the printers.
Homer Simpson:“ Go ahead and play the
Blues if you think it’ll make you happy”
What’s the difference between an
accordian and a trampoline?
You’re supposed to take your shoes off
before jumping on a trampoline

can position the text box anywhere in
the document. Use the Text Box Tools
tab to change the formatting of the
Page 5
www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.ukpull quote text box.]

Hair-raising times,
down by the moth trap
One could write at length about the delights of the moth
population of Fiddington, but I’m sure the Editor won’t be
having any of that: she has to keep up the circulation figures and
avoid summary dismissal by the press barons.
Nevertheless, a little bit of the recent excitement is worth sharing.
It seemed a good idea to try running the light-trap on 9th May, and sure
enough there was plenty happening. A few moths showed up, along with
a dozen and more mob-handed cockchafers – thumping great beetles - ,
whirling around and crashing into each other, the wall, the moths, the cat
(One-eyed Jasper), me – in the most disconcerting manner.
It was too much for a Lime Hawk moth, and all-a-flustered she promptly gave
birth to a whole load of pale green eggs.
Suddenly, I had become godfather to this progeny.
I could hardly ignore the responsibility, so they had to go into a shallow box
to await developments. Perhaps they were not fertile anyway.
Fast forward to 20th May, and a swift check – to find that a mass hatching of
the weeniest caterpillars had broken out, every one of which bore a minuscule spike on its tail, as per hawkmoth
larvae the world over. A swift raid on the lime trees of the churchyard was vital, to get this little lot feeding on
some leaves.
At the time of writing (23rd), the caterpillars are already five times larger (and still very small), feeding
voraciously. Very soon I must divide them into further containers, for they become mighty big, taking up plenty
of room – and it is never a good idea to have them all in one place, given the risk of any infection breaking out.
They could usefully be shared around, if any youngsters or young-minded souls wish to get in touch – so long as
the checklist of conditions has been read first.
Lime Hawk caterpillar checklist









Rearing the caterpillars is long-term: the resulting moths will not emerge until next May
Fresh lime leaves need to be supplied each day as the caterpillars grow – the churchyard has an ample
supply, and a contribution to the church would be appropriate, as custodian of so much that is vital to the
village
When mature (come July), the caterpillars are fine creatures, worth celebrating
By that stage, they will need a few inches of peat or something similar, into which they will burrow to
form a brown chrysalis
The chrysalis remains dormant in the ground for months – right through the winter – but avoid keeping it
in a warm place, lest the moth emerge in the wrong season and be condemned to die without producing a
new generation.
Next spring, make sure there are a few twigs for the emerging moth to climb up to fill its wings –
otherwise it will be crippled.
A few seasonal thoughts





There has been a marked decline in moth numbers across Britain in recent years. It is suggested that the
increasingly strong winds during springtime might be something to do with this, causing hosts of tiny
caterpillars to be plucked from the leaves of trees and blown to oblivion – after all, a lot of the leaves
themselves are torn off.
Contrary to the belief in one or two quarters, it is not illegal to have ragwort growing. It is a legitimate
native species, valuable to a range of dependent insects. Given that it is toxic if incorporated into hay, it
is thoughtless to allow its mature seeds to blow into the wind where they could contaminate someone
else’s pasture.
Rod Cole

www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk
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Meals Delivered to you!
The Cottage Inn
are offering Fish n Chips
on Fridays and Roasts on Sundays.
thecottage-inn@btconnect.com
If you cannot access the internet
then message or call and leave a message
on

07379520552

Faun’s Butchers
Nether Stowey
High quality meat and fish delivered
to your door.
Ring in your order to: 732270

Premier

Anchor inn
Order on 07850 328817 or face book
Stone Baked Fresh Dough Pizzas
We do Burgers on Wednesdays,
Pizzas on Thursday and Fridays,
Fish & Chips on Saturdays and
Sunday Roast on Sundays.

Little’s Stores
Nether Stowey
Open 7-7

deliveries
01278 732249

Anchor

inn
Order on 07850 328817
or face book
Stone Baked Fresh
Dough Pizzas
Any pizza £8.50

www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk
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From the Village Cook’s Kitchen…
Moroccan Chicken Salad with Couscous
Serves 4
250 mls vegetable ( or chicken) stock – (cube works OK)
300 g couscous
1 medium red onion sliced thinly
400 grams cooked and shredded chicken
75g coarsely chopped dried, ready to eat apricots
80 g sultanas
1/4 cup loosely packed and finely chopped fresh mint
1 tablespoon pine nuts
2 teaspoons cumin seeds
180 mils french dressing ( bought or home made)

Bring the stock to the boil in a large saucepan; remove from the heat, stir in the couscous.
Cover; stand for about 5 minutes or until all the stock is absorbed, fluffing with a fork.
Stir in the onion, chicken, apricot, sultanas and mint.
Meanwhile stir pine nuts and seeds in a small frying pan over a low heat until just fragrant. Add to
the couscous with the french dressing; toss gentley to combine.

Our Master of Wine
recommends…..
Difficult one this - definitely a white wine, but a relatively
neutral Chardonnay or much more flavoured Sauvignon should
balance the dish well. Good old Oyster Bay wines from New
Zealand have a decent Chardonnay and Sauvignon Blanc.
Don't go for the cheap NZ Sauvignon Blancs from NZ - they
have a rather sour acidity.
If you are feeling a bit more adventurous, try a peach
flavoured Viognier - Sainsbury have the pleasant
bizarrely named Elegant Frog Viognier, from the Aude area of
France.
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The Marion Evered Trust
As we mentioned in the last issue, all fundraising events have been put on hold for the foreseeable future
due to the pandemic affecting the world, but we would like to give an update those that have helped and
donated to some of the latest developments.
As a charity we have made a £5000 donation to the NHS to help them out in this very difficult period.
Also We have had feedback as to how another £5600 donation that was made to Oak Childrens’ ward has
been used to aid the ward at Musgrove.
Susan, from the ward updated us with the following information.
On the children’s unit
• Aurescopes – devices to look in the ear when assessing, every child must have their ears thoroughly
assessed . This means that we need to buy aurescopes, a piece of equipment that can be used on every child
of all ages, it is an essential part of examining every child. The cost is £1,400 each – it is quite a technological
piece of equipment these days.
• A biligun £4000 – this is to measure how jaundiced a baby is – as you will know, the skin of some babies will
turn yellow after birth which makes them unwell and need treatment. The biligun measures how yellow the
baby is and allows the midwife to act and treat appropriately. The reason that this is needed is because more
work is having to be carried out in the community to reduce the footfall into hospital, therefore keeping the
babies and parents safe and away from people they don’t need to come into contact with.
We have requested that the remainder of the funds go towards PPE within the ward.
We hope that you can all Stay safe and healthy and that we can get back to normal sometime soon.
Ian Barrow

Yours for FREE!
3 drawer Filing Cabinet.

Contact Sue Young: 733554
(ideal for all that paper-work you’ve
sorted out during lock-down! Ed)
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Poets’ Postcript
The Orange by
Wendy Cope (1992)
At lunchtime I bought a huge orange
The size of it made us all laugh.
I peeled it and shared it with Robert and
Dave—
They got quarters and I had a half.
And that orange it made me so happy,
As ordinary things often do
Just lately. The shopping. A walk in the park
This is peace and contentment. It’s new.
The rest of the day was quite easy.
I did all my jobs on my list
And enjoyed them and had some time
over.
I love you. I’m glad I exist.

Untitled by Kitty O'Meara (2020)
And the people stayed home. And read books, and listened, and
rested, and exercised, and made art, and played games, and
learned new ways of being, and were still. And listened more
deeply. Some meditated, some prayed, some danced. Some
met their shadows. And the people began to think differently.
And the people healed. And, in the absence of people living in
ignorant, dangerous, mindless, and heartless ways, the earth
began to heal.
And when the danger passed, and the people joined together
again, they grieved their losses, and made new choices, and
dreamed new images, and created new ways to live and heal
the earth fully, as they had been healed.

Lock-Down

Excerpt from
To Bless this Space Between us
by John O’Donoghue (2008)

by Devon Simkin-Samways ( aged 8)

This is the time to be slow,
Lie low to the wall
Until the bitter weather passes.
Try, as best you can, not to let
The wire brush of doubt
Scrape from your heart
All sense of yourself
And your hesitant light.
If you remain generous,
Time will come good;
And you will find your feet
Again on fresh pastures of promise,
Where the air will be kind
And blushed with beginning.

fiddingtonnews@gmail.com

Deadline for the June Newsletter is

Monday 22nd June

Please keep articles short and sweet and send
your thougths to

Editor’s Post Box

Lockdown is a scary time,
So I thought that I could write a rhyme,
To put a smile on lots of faces,
From around the world in lots of places.
Lots of time with my family,
Fills me with enormous glee.
Home school teaching from my mum,
With my brother who's a pain in the bum.
Missing my bike rides and playing out,
It really makes me want to shout.
Nannies and grandads can't see me,
But safety really is the key.
Watching movies on Disney Plus,
Stops us making such a fuss.
Eating ice cream in the garden,
Makes us burp but we say pardon.
Missing our friends and all our teachers,
Watching YouTube to see who features,
In the Franche videos that set us challenges.
Hope noone fails and ends up in bandages.
One day when this will come to an end,
Hopefully we won't have driven mum round the
bend.
We will look back and cherish the thought,
Of the lessons we learnt and the ones we were
taught.

email as above or in writing to:

Juliet Harkness
Redwood,Whitnell,
BRIDGWATER TA5 1JE

Musical Wordsearch answers: jazz, classical,rock,
blues, punk, indy, rap, folk, light, pop, house,
country, reggae, musicals
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