Fiddington

We are grateful to Hinkley Point B Power Station, EDF, for printing this Newsletter

Village Hall Committee News

Chairman’s introduction

Thank you to everybody that attended the Coronation BBQ Lunch Party.
Also special thanks to all those involved in organising the event and making it such an enjoyable day.

As it was such a success, the committee has spoken about having a similar BBQ lunch party for next year and
beyond. We will keep you posted via the Fiddington News regarding this and any other events coming up.

And may | suggest you have a look at how the Committee spend the funds you raise, please? (see over on page 2)

The Fiddington Show is ‘Just Around the Corner’ now so we are looking forward to another wonderful Fiddington
social gathering.

All the best
James U’'Dell

(Chair of the Village Hall Committee)
www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk
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Support your Village Hall
May 2023

Thank you to all who come to the Fund-Raising Events, organised by the Village Hall Committee and
many other villagers. The main focus behind these events is to encourage villagers to get together and
have some enjoyment. These events take a lot of time and commitment. We all have very busy lives,
whether working, or retired, so the demand on our time to do anything in relation to the hall, is
considerable. Giving up some of it to help put on an event is much appreciated. However, the hall
takes considerable funds to keep it maintained to a good standard, which is essential to attract public
hire. With fewer villagers coming to events, less grants available, the hiring out of the hall supplies
important income.

Here is a list of some expenses for this year that monies from fundraising have been used for:

e Blue Tooth Receiver for the audio surround-sound system. £346. Required, particularly for
parties/weddings, as new phones etc do not have jack connections.

e New cables and more efficient LED flood lights for the hall drive. £1,567.99. Required as some
lamps were not working, the cable was failing, plus a need to have energy-saving lamps.

e Some maintenance to the decorating. £219. Some of the white paintwork had become quite
marked.

e PA testing and fire extinguishers. £208. All electrical equipment has to be tested yearly, (even
fairy lights!), for insurance purposes.

e Accountants. £282. The Charity Commission requires audits to be done yearly.
e Park Inspection. £85. There is a legal duty to get this done yearly.
e Hall Insurance. £1266.

This is an example from last year. On top of this are bills for cleaning, paddock cutting, oil and
electricity, water, BT and internet, plus one-off costs like pest control.

The hall funds would not cover anything bigger than the above. All the most recent major
improvements, like the new kitchen, toilets, flooring, park etc., have been paid for by grants. However,
with some of the grants, the hall still has to contribute between 10% and 50%. Grant applications are
complicated and take a huge amount of time to complete. If the application is accepted, committee
members have to oversee the work, and ensure it is done to the correct standard, as stipulated in the
grant agreement.

So, next time you see a village hall event advertised, please support it in whatever way you can.

And finally- a big THANK YOU to all those in the village who give their time and support to the above in
SO many ways.

Heather Hawley

( Village Hall Committee Treasurer)

The Busy Body Series INSURANCE THAT'S
Heather Hawley (YL ON YOUR DOORSTEP
BRIDGWATER FLOORING

FLOORING CONTRACTORS Call our office in Bridgwater on

Carpets - Vinyls - Laminates - Woods 01278 663216

utlet Sales 01278 434727
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ST. MARTIN’S CHURCH FIDDINGTON
QUANTOCK GATE PARISHES - A NEW BEGINNING

AR

David Scott writes:-
The start of June marks the beginning of an exciting new chapter in the life of our much loved church here in
Fiddington, which has faithfully served this parish for over 900 years.

There has been much discussion over the last few years as to how best the wider Church of England can
continue to serve the many communities and parishes in the land, including all of us here in the Quantock
villages represented by the Quantock Deanery, which comprises 24 individual parishes including our own,
and which in turn is one of 18 Deaneries making up the ancient Diocese of Bath and Wells, headed by our
Diocesan Bishop Rt. Revd. Michael Beasley whom you may have noticed taking a very prominent part in the
recent coronation of King Charles Ill at Westminster Abbey as pictured below.

These national discussions have been mirrored by local
deliberations in our Deanery and a result it has been
decided to re-organise the grouping of all the churches
across the Deanery. in our area here the group will be
known as ‘Quantock Gate Parishes’ and includes the
parishes of Cannington with Steart, Combwich,
Fiddington, Stockland Bristol, and Stogursey with Stolford.

The present grouping of which we have been a member, known as the Quantock Coast Benefice,
will cease to exist and there will be three other groups making a total of four in the Deanery as a
whole.

The whole Deanery will, as Revd Alison Waters, the Area Dean and soon to be our new Rector,

wrote in the March edition of this newsletter, be run on different lines adopting a ‘Group Ministry’
approach where the whole clergy team across the Deanery work together ministering to the parishes

in their charge. Each group of churches will have a designated senior minister (Vicar, Rector or Priest in
Charge) responsible for their own group of parishes, and here in Fiddington we are delighted to welcome
Revd. Alison and her team who will take over effective from 1+ June 2023.

Alison is an energetic, bouncy, smiley and experienced priest, who lives in Cannington and we look forward
to seeing a lot of her in the months ahead, starting with our June services which she will be taking. You are

warmly invited to come along and join us in worship, to meet Alison and listen to her preach.

Continued ......
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Continued....

The services for June and July are listed below and please note that, from July we are to revert to the long
established traditional pattern of four services a month with a joint service for the whole group of parishes
to be held when there is a fifth Sunday in the month. The venues for these joint services will rotate around
the parishes in the new group, so watch the notice boards for details in due course.

SERVICES for JUNE 2023

Sunday 4th June 2023 9am Holy Communion Revd. Alison Waters
Sunday 11th June 2023 9am Holy Communion Revd. Alison Waters
Sunday 18th June 2023 9am Holy Communion Revd. Alison Waters

SERVICES for JULY 2023

Sunday 2nd July 2023 9am Holy Communion Revd. Jan Church
Sunday 9th July 2023 9am Holy Communion Revd. Alison Waters
Sunday 16th July 2023 9am Holy Communion Revd. Tony Smith
Sunday 2nd July 2023 9am Morning Prayer  Revd. Jan Church
Sunday 30th July 2023 10am joint Quantock Gate Parishes Service at STEART
Revd. Alison Waters

This is a new beginning for us here and we look forward with great expectation to a period of
blessing and renewal in this ancient parish. If you worshipped with us in the past, or never been to a service
this is a good opportunity for you to come along, enjoy some good company, have a rousing sing,
give thanks for all that is good in your life, and of course join us for a cuppa and chat after service.

For further information, or to enquire about weddings, christenings, funerals or any other matter,
contact in the first instance our Churchwarden Robin Kinahan on 01278 732190 E : robin.kinahan@gmail.com,
or any other PCC member as under.
Richard Brazier 01278 734565, Clive Cridge 01278 732214, Paul Crosland 01278 732983,
Martin Hill 01278 652224, Jenny Kinahan 01278 732190, Paul or Jackie Matthews 01278 732175,
David Scott 01278 732589.

200 Club — Draw Results

This month’s draw was made at the May meeting of the
Parochial Church Council (PCC).
The winning tickets were:

£30 — No 187: Mike Massey

£50 — No 93: Andrea Crosland
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" This Week Flddmgton

From the Mercury & Gazette April 1989 (ed)

Mr & Mrs Len & Jane Palmer. Len
was the Village Blacksmith for years

Mrs Jane Palmer, who will be 81 in June, was born in a

little village near Merthyr Tydfil and still remembers the.

almost daily tragedies in the local mines.

~ “A cousin of mine went all through the First World War
without a scratch and was killed in the mines two weeks
after he returned home.”

“My dad looked after the pit ponies in one of the mines

and I remember how the local Baptists used to dam a
stream and then duck all those who came to be baptised. I
used to think that was wonderf

CCLcme here at the age of 12 and after leaving
. chool at 14 I went off to service at a big house
mee]ls(lrmmgham, where I was paid six shillings (30p) a
Wi

“Len and I were married on 28/s a week and in those

days, if you were careful, you could buy a week’s groceries

for six or seven shillings. Times have certainly changed,”

One person who has taken a keen interest in the lnstory
of Fiddington is professxonal artist Mrs P. Sleigh, who is a
member of the very active History Circle.

“I am always very interested in heanng what our old

people have to say and we have a variety of activities going
‘on, including a busy Women’s Institute.”

Mrs Sleigh has gathered together old documents and
pictures of village life and, like many other residents,
acknowledges the great debt owed to the Meaker family.

It was this family who gave the land for the village school

-in 1892 and who set up a trust in 1977 which allowed
restoration work to be carried out to the church.

A scattered rural community, Fiddington has a long
history, datmg back to Neolithic times, for shaped flints are
often found in the parish.

The village church has in its walls a grotesque Celtic
sculpture known as a Sheﬂa-Na-Glg, one of very few still |

left in England.

Some lovely archive material
has been passed to Fid news via
Paul Crosland from Georgina
Swayne who attended the school

I shall be selecting some
gems to share with you over the
next few months (Editor)

B w‘ . s Ellicott Contract Services

BeOu \.y

Landscaping & Ground Maintenance

'\ - y
Beh E icott W

Modern & Friendly Environment
Gift Vouchers Available ben.ecs@sky.com
Ladies Gents & Children

Full Disabled Access

East Street Cannington TAS5 2HJ Tel: 01278-651251

www.browns-hairandbeauty.co.uk

07889 153736
01278 734750

Ash Tree House
urch Road
Fiddington TAS 1JG

C.Picotee
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Yillage Celel

We would like to express our thanks to
everyone involved with the village coronation
lunch. All the planning, preparation, cooking,
clearing up and thought that went into making

the afternoon possible is very much
appreciated. We and our friends love live
music so we especially enjoyed there being a
band - who were excellent. Congratulations to
all involved!

Bernie and Steve

THANKS
4™ ABUNCH

My Mum- Nancy Small from
Bonson, has asked me to
contact you with " thankyou"
for a wonderful Coronation
lunch.

She was thinking you would be

|
kind enough to put in the news
»- letter/ monthly magazine.
e Y2 Kind regards from Nancy's
. ' daughter.
= Q Pat (Richards)
_

Photos by Rod Cole,
Karen Jones
and Editor
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Travels with my Father by Jane Zambra

Nowadays, we are all so lucky in that, budget permitting, we can go almost anywhere in the
world on almost any day of the week. It has not always been thus:

It all started about 60 years ago when my Father went to visit his travel agent with plans for a
holiday. "Oh Mr Tritton, (she said) | really do not think that Ethiopia is quite ready for you"

So instead we went to Uganda, then under the regime of Idi Amin, and instead of ancient ruins
we went to the fabulous Murchison Falls, where the budding river Nile forces its way through a
gap just 7 meters wide and thunders down 43 meters into Lake Albert. From there it heads
North through several countries for several thousand miles before arriving in Egypt and thence
into the Mediterranean - questionably the longest river in the world.

At the falls we stayed in the Government resthouse where hippopotami played in the lake and
grazed on the lawn much enjoying my mothers cigarette ends! Not one's usual bucket and
spade.

The following year it was Ceylon, (as it was then). A car and a driver on unmade-up roads,
staying again in government resthouses, where, should you want a shower you shouted out of
the window to a small boy who clambered up to the water tank and turned on a tap. Several
minutes later water, warmed by the sun trickled through a small shower head in the ceiling of
the ' bathroom'. Shortly after being offered chicken for dinner there was terrible squawking, and
feathers flying before silence! It was very tough. Several days later, staying in the old grand hotel
in Colombo we were offered liver and bacon and castle pudding. Very British Raj.

4 'z ‘% e
VR Sl g
2
E Angie Cares
FORGET-ME-NOT-CAFE
JUBILEE ROOMS, CASTLE STREET, If you are looking for a care provider look
STOGURSEY no further.
EVERY OTHER WEDNESDAY 10.30 — 12 NOON Whatever your need is, full care or just
Forget-me-Not Cafés provide support, companionship and a warm someone to Sh°p or take you to
welcome to those who are recopnising issues with their memory, as wellas intments
their carers, family, and friends. appoin : -
We enjoy all sorts of activities including music, bingo, singing, puzzles, I have over 30 years of experience in
games, art and craft, in a friendly environment. . .
We also offer a friendly and confidential chat if von need it. pFOVIdIng care and supporting people to

live independently in their own homes.
Please contact me if you think | can
support you in any way.

Please note that our guests with memory issues must be
accompanied by a_faomily member, fiiend or carer.

All are welcome to come along for coffee and a chat. Helen and

Roselook forward to seeing you soon. Contact Details
ﬁ%ﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁﬂf Mobile. 07966694412
Wednesday 24" May Email. AngieCares@mail.com

Wednesday 7" June

Wednesday 21 June -

“"edn - =il - r 1
Wednesday 2" Angnst [ ;
Formore information please contact: S UM M ER

Helen: 01278 733451 cuttellhelen @ gmail.com
Rose: 07507 374234 rosechalk@idound. com

Burton Springs/ Yellow Door Cottage Fete
will take place again on Sundaoy May 28™ gam — g.30 pm at Burton
Springs Holidays, Burton, TAs 1QB
There will be lots to do and see including Stalls/Games, Dog Show, Bar,
Music, Food available all day. Forget-me-Not is holding a Fund Raising
Tombola. Any unwanted gifts or donations for prizes would be very
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That super little blue butterfly that
appears in April-May

Blue butterflies on the wing are always a pleasure, not least the
ones that appear in gardens and along hedgerows in April. This
year they have been having a good spring, reflecting a successful
breeding season late last year.

The insect in question is the Holly Blue -Celastrina argiolus. It is,
in part, what it says on the tin, inasmuch as the caterpillars feed
on holly — not the tough leaves, but the flowers and developing
berries while they are still green.

Their camouflage is very impressive, coloured and shaped to
resemble the food plant to the degree that you would be hard
pressed to spot one among the green berries.

Unfortunately, this does not fool a parasitic wasp, Listrodromus
nycthemerus, whose sole host is this butterfly. It lays an egg into
the caterpillar and its grub develops within it. There is a distinct
cycle of parasitism, with numbers of the wasps building up locally
over a few

years to the degree that the butterfly numbers crash, and there
are few to be seen.

But this, of course, is bad news for the wasp, since few
caterpillars exist to parasitize, which in turn leads to a crash in
wasp numbers, with the surviving butterfly stock being relatively
free to build up once more, until yet again the wasp population
catches up.

Now this has something to do with holly berries at Christmas tide. Photos by Peter Furze & Karl Price.
In some years the holly produces lots of berries, reflecting the fact
that there were few caterpillars gobbling the green berries earlier
in the year — because the wasps had reduced the butterfly
population.

Lots of crimson berries means a successful round of parasitism —
nothing to do with predictions of a hard winter!

Here is an apparent conundrum. Holly flowers just once in the
year, in springtime. But the resulting butterflies emerge on the
wing in late July-August, as in effect a second generation in the
same year. What do they lay their eggs on? This time they look to
the late-flowering ivy, and again the caterpillars feed upon the
developing ivy berries — and again, they closely resemble what
they are eating. The wasps, of course, similarly have two broods in
a year, having evolved along with their hosts.

Knowing a bit more of the butterfly’s life history makes for further
enjoyment of their beauty.

Rod Cole
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Thursday 15th June 7.30pm

‘Living with the boss’ (Tales of a farmer’s wife) C. Montana ‘Elisabeth
A talk by Margaret Adams

Come along & enjoy our guest speaker, raffle, tea, coffee,
homemade cake, & plant table, Members free (annual
membership £20), guests £5 (to include free tea/coffee &
cake!) All welcome

Coming up: June 22~ Car visit to Regency House, Hemyock,
Cullompton EX15 3RQ

July 11+ Car visit to Avalon, Higher Chillington,
Ilminster, TA19 OPT

July 20th Poultry keeping for beginners — you
can have hens & a nice garden A talk by Claire Hunt. Nether
Stowey Church centre 7.30pm

e
M NOT JUST
TRAVEL

Not Just Travel Wanderlust
For more information about our vibrant club, contact secretary 0333 121 6999

Lucy Haswell 01278 671289 shbassoon@aol.com. Or visit - Einotjusttravel.wanderlust (@ $9ABTA Ewanderlust6999
https://sites.google.com/site/stowey-gardeners

The Marion Evered Trust

We would like to inform everyone that the play area
(pictured left) outside of the children’s ward at
Musgrove has nowhad a complete makeover with a
new surface and play equipment all thanks to money
from thecharity so thanks to all who support us.

We have also supplied funding for equipment used
in the ward for medical care of the children.

Latest 200 club winners were:

April £20 Paul Miller £10 Brian Robinson £5
Margaret Bollom

May £20 Archie Barrow £10 Jack Bollom £5 Hilary
Biffen

Dates for your Diary:
July 15th -16th Big Bash cricket weekend in
conjunction with Over Stowey Cricket club

C. Princess Kate
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Glastonbury, Strawberries,
BathandWest, CupFinal,
FrenchOpen, Thunder, Henley,

e Davs

Wordsearch for June

Can you find 16 June associated words in the grid?
It’s an easy one this month — see left (excuse the grammar-Ed)

CreamTea,Midsummer, Solstice, GIPIRIEIMIMIUIS DI M!S
Sunshine, RoyalAscot, Roses, Bees,
Pimms ,Exams RIL|L[A|N/I FIP|U|C | E|T
O EAHE|INIL |E|Y|Il [E|S
Y NIYISISIEIS|IOR|X|C|E
Al  RIKIT|EX|R|IPIR|I |[W
L HZ|E/E|O|E|A|E|O|T D
A/SIE/IB/IDBINIAM|S|S|N
SIN XIAIWINIMIBMIS|L A
C/UPAIP|T|UMUIE|O|H
O/S RIKIEIA|l |H|Z|R|S|T
: TITIHAIC|P{WE|T|P|Y|A
C. tangutica
S/IFRIEIN|IC/H|O|P|E|N|B
Entertainments for June/July
Some suggestions for you:
Bristol Sounds  JUNE 21-25
Cheddar Gorge MAY27-JUNE 4 Crosstownconcerts.com
Spring into Nature
Details: cheddargorge.co.uk Fyne Court JUNE 25
The Wizard of Oz by Immersion Theatre
Royal Bath & West Show JUNE 1-3 For all the family including well-behaved dogs
Details: nationaltrust.org.uk
Watchet Street Fairs (First Sunday of the month)
Fantastic range of stalls on the esplanade
Wells JUNE 30-AUG 19
Weston-super-Mare JUNE 9 Outdoor Productions at the Bishop’s Palace
Outdoor Old School Hip-Hop Summer festival theatre/opera/entertainments
Tropicana details: bishopspalace.org.uk
Dunster Castle JUNE 17/18
Taunton Garrison Weekend (free) Taunton JULY 30
Details: dunstercastle@nationaltrust.org.uk Taunton’s Vintage & Salvage Fair
Details: tauntonvintagefair.wixsite.com
Glastonbury JUNE 21-25
(got your ear plugs?)
www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk || Page 10
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Roasgted red pepper, feta and walnut salad

300 g frilled pasta shells ( of farfalle / fusilli or any frilly pasta of your choice)

270g gram jar of char- grilled red peppers in olil

1509 Feta cheese chopped coarsely ( or goat or any other crumbly cheese of your choice)
400 g coarsely chopped cooked chicken

35¢g toasted walnuts, or pecans, coarsely chopped
a handful of fresh basil leaves, torn.

60 mls red wine vinegar

1 clove of garlic, crushed

2 teaspoons grainy mustard

1) Cook the pasta in a large saucepan of boiling water, uncovered, according to instructions on
the packet. Drain, rinse under cold running water.Drain again

2) Meanwhile drain the red peppers, reserving 1/3 cup of the oil; chop coarsely. Combine the
peppers and pasta in a large bowl with the cheese, chicken, nuts and basil.

3) Combine the reserved oil with the vinegar, garlic and mustard in a screw top jar and shake
well. Drizzle over the chicken and pasta mix and toss gently to combine.

Our Magter of Wine recommends. . .

This dish needs a light red or a relatively neutral
white.

A decent Beaujolais will be good with it. Beaujolais had
had an excellent run of vintages. It will be worth

spending a little more for a Beaujolais Villages. All the
retailers have them and the Wine Society's Ch
d'’Emeringes is one of my favourites.

A Beaujolais is great served lightly chilled.For a white,
I suggest the ever reliable Chardonnay. Just remember
that one from Chile will probably offer best value and it
is always worth spending a little more for quality.

£

C. viticella ‘Polish Spirit’
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The Y - Ahead

Fiddington Show 2023

Arrangements are going ahead for the

show, fixed for Saturday 19" July

— you should receive the schedule with
all the details enclosed within this edition of
the Fiddington News.

Please study it carefully, and find the
classes which appeal to you. Remember, the
more the entries for each class, the greater
the challenge and fun — and the greater the
triumph if you win!

But it’s the whole social event that really
matters — so let’s make it another Fiddington

Special Event!

Rod & Jenny Cole

‘IIIIIIIIIIIIII

‘O

Deadline
For the JULY issue

is June 20 ™

Please send all articles &
notices to Juliet Harkness at

fiddingtonnews@gmail.com

...IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII.“

C ‘Nelly Moser’

SppeenEEEEEEEEE
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