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       Village Hall Committee News 
   Introduction from the Chair of the Village Hall Committee 

 Dear Friends and Neighbours, 

As June unfolds, there’s a wonderful sense of life and colour all around us—gardens are in full swing, the sun is 
making longer appearances (most days!), and there’s a feeling of warmth and community in the air. June really does 
show our village at its best. 

A quick but important reminder: our ever-popular Fiddington Show takes place on Friday, July 19th. Whether you’re a 
seasoned grower, a keen baker, or simply enjoy soaking in the sights and scents of the day, it’s a highlight not to be 
missed. We’d love to see as many of you there as possible. 

This edition is a little bittersweet, as it marks the final issue of our Village Hall newsletter. It’s been a much-loved part 
of village life, and I want to offer heartfelt thanks to everyone who has contributed over the years. In particular, a huge 
thank you to Juls, who has edited the newsletter so beautifully and diligently over the last 6 + years.  

Her dedication and care have helped keep us all informed, connected, and entertained. 

Here’s to a glorious June and a vibrant summer ahead! 

        Warmest wishes, 

          James U’Dell  

         (Chair of the Village Hall Committee)  
                    www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk 

 

  
 
         
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                      We are grateful to Hinkley Point B Power Station, EDF, for printing this Newsletter 
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 Sunday Services for St Martins, Fiddington for June  

 

Sunday June 1st Eucharist 9am 
Sunday June 8th Eucharist 9am 
Sunday June 15th Eucharist 9am 
Sunday June 22nd Family Service 9am 
Sunday June 29th United Benefice Eucharist at Fiddington 10am 
 
Everyone is very welcome to any service or come and share a friendly cuppa after 
the service has finished. Coffee, tea and biscuits are always served from about 
10.10am at Fiddington or 11.10am after the United Benefice service on the 29th . 

 

              A Date For Your Diaries 

    Strawberry Cream Tea. 

   August Bank Holiday Sunday 24th 

            3pm to 5pm in the Marquee at Fiddington Village Hall. 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 

   200 Club – Draw Results 

 

  
The May draw was made at the monthly Tea & Chat event.  
The winning tickets were: 
 
    £30 – No 93: Samantha Roe 
 
    £50 – No 42: Steve Page 
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      Report from Fiddington Parish Council 
 
 
 
 Our latest meeting was held on 22nd May 2025 and included the Annual meeting of the 
Parish Council and the Annual Parish meeting. 
 
 The Annual Meeting included the election of chairman for the coming year; Greg Doyle 
agreed to stand for another year and was duly elected. The position of vice-chairman remains 
vacant. 
At the meeting Robin Kinahan resigned as a councillor due to his pending move to Williton. 
Robin was warmly thanked for his 8 years’ service to the council; he has made an enormous 
contribution and will be greatly missed. We wish Robin and Jenny every happiness in their 
new home. 
 There is now a vacancy for a parish councillor and following the statutory notices which 
have to be published the council will be able to co-opt a new parish councillor. Anyone wishing 
to join the council should contact the Clerk or any councillor for more information. ` 
 
 The accounts for year ended 31.3.25 were presented to the council and approved. The 
accounts have been audited by our internal auditor and everything was in order. The accounts 
and audit will be published on the parish council website. 
 
 A levy called the Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) is payable on certain planning 
applications and the Parish Council receives a proportion of this. We currently have a balance 
of £1,700.00 and we would welcome suggestions on how this could be spent to improve our 
village. 
 The Parish has decided to change the frequency of their meetings from six times per 
year to four. The meetings will be held in February, May, August and November. 
 
 The Annual Parish meeting is your chance to have your say, we had reports from the 
chairman of the Parish Council, chairman of the Village Hall committee and Fiddington PCC. It 
was disappointing that we only had 4 members of the public in attendance. This is your 
meeting and we will try and make it more appealing next year to encourage greater 
participation. 
 
 Finally, we would like to say a huge thank you to Juliet for making a wonderful success 
of editing the newsletter, and we hope she enjoys her well-earned retirement. 
 
 
Tina Gardener  
Clerk to Fiddington Parish Council  
clerk@fiddington-pc.org.uk   
www.fiddington-pc.org.uk   
01278 652642  
  

 

  

mailto:clerk@fiddington-pc.org.uk
http://www.fiddington-pc.org.uk/
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Jane Zambra  reminisces ..... I was reminded the other day by Nancy Small that I had 

not written anything in the Fid News recently.   So here goes. 
 Recently, over a lunch, my ex- husband, David, said how that I could remember meals, and or food, from 70 

years ago! Actually, my first food memory was from when I was 9 ( 71 years ago!). We were on holiday in Switzerland, 

the first time that I had been  abroad. One night the pudding was very rich, and I did not want it. My mother said 'OK, 

but you must ask for something else IN FRENCH'. I managed 'puis j'avoir une banane'. That was it really until I was 16 

and sent to Paris for 6 months to learn French properly. (School had not been very adventurous on that score!).  

 Weekends were spent with assorted French friends of my parents. One terrifying one included a very grown-

up dinner party. It was hard enough to try and put together a sentence, let alone be confronted with oysters and roast 

partridge. The nice man sitting next to me said that as I was in France it was perfectly acceptable to pick up the bones 

of the bird and eat them in my fingers! 

 Other joys of those 6 months were discovering French onion soup and moules mariniere ( and moules a la 

creme). One Sunday I was taken to lunch at an old-fashioned restaurant in the Palais Royale. Napoleon had taken 

Josephine there. To me I was introduced to champagne nature. That is to say champagne without the bubbles. It was 

served in large white earthenware jugs. 

 On one Sunday lunch in a restaurant the wine was corked. The waiter went to take it away, but my host said' 

No, give it to Jane to smell so that she will recognise it again'. I went to a wedding reception once at the Hyde Park Hotel 

in London and I was poured a glass of champagne which was definitely corked. I pointed it out to the waiter, who 

blithely said that ' nobody else had noticed! Another corked incident was many years later when David and I were on 

holiday in Venice dining in a rather posh , but touristy, restaurant. The Valpolicella was corked. 'NO' said the waiter.' It 

should taste like that.' David drew himself up to his considerable height saying that he had spent all day at the 

Oenological Institute in Verona, tasting Valpolicella, and none had tasted like the one we were being offered. 

A slightly tongue in cheek tip I was given I Paris was that it was never necessary to choose the most expensive wine on 

the list, as the second most expensive would be just as good! 

 People say that Italian food is not particularly good or interesting , but I think that it uses all the local 

ingredients. Nothing is as delicious  as an Italian tomato , and the wonderful hams and sausages they produce. The 

first time I had spaghetti carbonara was in Rome, 40 years ago , long before Messrs Marks and Spencer discovered it! 

In Venice the spaghetti vongole ( with clams) is yummy, and further South there is Pizza. 

 I could go on, but I suspect there is a lack of space, and possibly lack of interest! 
       
    (I’m so glad you remembered in time for this issue Jane! Ed) 
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Artist Richard Brazier inspires and 
leads the Art Group in Fiddington. Here 
are some of the wonderful results of the 
artists work. 

Marquetry by John Patterson 

Otter by Christine Dodden 

Poppy by Joan Escott 

Donkeys by Gerald Escott Hawkridge Reservoir by Geoff Bennett 
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        SPREAD THE WORD! 
  You may not be aware, but Fiddington Village Hall has its own website. If we don’t get a 
replacement for our Newsletter Editor, this might be the only way of finding out what’s going on in the village, so 
take a look! You can find it here… 

 https://www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk/ 

You can find all you need to know about the hall, including:  

 Useful contacts 

 What’s on, events and bookings diary 

 Facilities on offer 

 Cost of hire 

 Special wedding deals 

 A Gallery with lots of great photo ideas on how to  

        make use of the hall. 

 Contacts and photos of the church.  

 We also have a Face Book page which you can find here… 

   https://www.facebook.com/fiddingtonvillagehall/ 

 

  

 
  

Marion Evered Trust 

 
This year’s tractor run was another great day 

and a good number of vintage tractors enjoyed the 
route up around the Brendon hills. 

The fat lads ( named by themselves! ) have 
completed the Carten 100, they rode from Cardiff 
to Tenby totalling 107 miles with over 5700ft of 
climbing raising money for the trust. 

We are partnering Over Stowey CC again for 
the fantastic Big Bash weekend, see dates below. 
This is always a fantastic couple of days of 
entertainment with a match on the Saturday 
followed by a disco at the ground, and then the big 
bash 6 a side knockout on the Sunday. £5 entry for 
the Saturday Evening and free entry on Sunday 
(Donations appreciated) Bar and BBQ all weekend. 

 
The 200 club is now up and running and if you 

haven’t received a reminder/invitation to be in the 
draw then please contact  
Pauline Barrow on 01278 732522 for details. 
 
Dates for the diary 
7 th -8 th June Big Bash cricket weekend  
at Over Stowey Cricket Ground 

 

 

 

 

https://www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/fiddingtonvillagehall/
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        Quantock Lakes Fireworks Warnings 
 
    Sunday 29

th
 June 2025 

    Thursday 17th July 2025 
    Tuesday 5th August 2025 
    Saturday 11th October 2025 
           
          These are reduced volume “Whisper” fireworks displays. We will aim to fire before 10.30pm. 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
For more information please contact: 
Helen: 01278 733451 cuttellhelen@gmail.com 
Rose:  07507 374234 rosechalk@icloud.com 

 

 

 

about:blank
about:blank
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TOMATO, CHICKEN AND MOZZARELLA TRAYBAKE 
 

Serves 4 
8 Chicken thighs 

200g cherry tomatoes 

2 tsp chilli flakes 

200g red peppers, chopped 

200 g Kalamata olives 

1 garlic bulb - cloves separated 

2 tbsp olive oil 

Salt and pepper 

2 x 125 g mozzarella balls, roughly torn 

Fresh basil - to serve 

 

1 Pre head the oven to180c (200F non fan). In a large roasting tin add the chicken thighs, 

tomatoes, chilli flakes, peppers, olives and garlic and oil. Season and mix well so that 

everything is well covered 

2 Roast in the oven for 30 minutes. Add the mozzarella and cook for another 10 minutes. 

Remove from the oven, scatter the basil leaves 

And serve. 
 

  

 

 
 

 

 Our Master of Wine recommends. . 

 
 

Lots of garlic and spice with this dish, but it’s not massively rich. So, I suggest a 
light easily quaffable red. Nothing beats slightly chilled Beaujolais .Go for a better 
Beaujolais Villages or the popular Cru from Fleurie, which is flowery and glugable 
but often a bit over £10. All the retailers have them.  I have recommended 
Beaujolais dozens of times, because it’s good value and hasn’t had a poor vintage 
for ages.  
 
Since this is my last wine bit, I answer why I constantly recommend Chile. 
Basically, if you want to create a perfect climate and soil for vines, parts of Chile 
have it. Some good companies, such as Concha yToro, a low currency and 
sensible pricing make them excellent value. 
         And last- Don’t take any notice of experts - drink what you like! 
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           From the Editor 
Dear Readers 
 This may be the last edition of Fiddington News for a while- let’s hope not for ever! By the time you read this I will 

have reach my 3 score years and 10 (and quite a few more) so it’s high time for me to stop as Editor before I’m kicked out!  
I can honestly say that I’ve really enjoyed it, perhaps because it keeps me in touch with this lovely Village and its many 
varied inhabitants.    So I will miss it ( only a BIT!). 
 A MASSIVE vote of thanks to the distributors of the paper Newsletter- ( Paul & Jacquie, Martin, Robin, Rod & 
Dennis)  they will, I’m quite certain, be exuding a LONG sigh of relief as I know that they began to dread the end of each 
month  - what a very devoted and long-suffering team they have been.  
 I want to say a HUGE thank you to the regular contributors, who have been nagged and cajoled by me over the 

years. Our Village Cook ( who will remain semi- anonymous) for his/her innovative and scrumptious recipes- our  Master of 
Wine, Robin,  who has been so helpful to us choosing the wines of greatest taste AND value.  
 Our Village Artist,  Richard  for keeping us delightfully entertained on the artistic front. Thanks also to our two 
Astronomers for drawing our attention to the amazing night skies above us and to Rod for his many articles and observances 
on the flora and fauna of our environs.   
 There have also been some lovely occasional articles from Jane ( see p.4 ) and others so my thanks to them. My 
gratitude too, to all the regulars from the Church & Village, for keeping to the Deadlines with their notices; and to the two 

Chairs for their Introductions. 
 Thanks to you, dear readers, for putting up with my typos, date errors and the occasional delayed copy. I must add a 
thank you to Dennis who has proof-read every copy ( nearly every one correctly!) 
And lastly a THANKYOU to Hinkley B who have consistently produced this letter and never complained about extra pages 
or last minute changes. 
  

Keep checking the Village website for Village news .... but if you still want a paper you know what to do! .... 
          

                       All my best wishes    Juliet Harkness 

Greetings  
 and 
 Best   
Wishes to All    
 from  

Nancy Small 

          

Some of the ways to say “Goodbye” 
Can you find 28 ways to say “ Goodbye” in the grid. As you can see 

I’ve added a few other languages- the list could go on....and on  

V A L E P I P E L D O O T S H 

Z A Q R A F S L U E I D A A D 
A E U V I X A D I O S L G Y O 

I Y U F D O F R K P U S N O W 

Y B Y C W G V N E T R R O N I 

N D A C A I C E N W E Z L A D 
A O S D T H E O R T E O O R Z 

D O O Y E T O D A U I L S A E 

I G U E B E O L E T A S L S N 

V X R A L W U T N R U Z B P I 
S I J D A O J A N H S O S A A 

O X O D Y O A I C E H E Z D T 

D O A E N K E S N E I J H J A 

T A E X F A T O M T S B F E T 
N S I C R E D E V I R R A H N 
 
     

  UK Farewell 

       Goodbye     

Cheerio 

See You Later 

Toodle-pip 

Toodle-oo 

Tata 

Fr   Adieu 

Au Revoir 

A Bientot 

Salut 

Ger  Auf Wiedersehen 

        Tschuss 

Ita   Arrivederci 

        Ciao 

Sp     Adios 

USA  So Long 

 Gree  Yasou 

         Antio 

Pol     Do Widzenia 

Ukr    Buvai 

Chech Sbohem 

Russ  Do Svidanyia 

Dutch  Dag 

Arabic Wadaan 

Jap      Sayonara 

Latin     Vale 

Swed   Hej Da 
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Book Swaps are on the First Saturday of the month    -   All welcome 
         (cooked breakfast available 01278 734565  
          or Hot drink & biscuits) 

 Sat June 7th  Book Swap 10-12   (no cooked breakfast this month) 
 

 Sat July 5th  Book Swap  10- 12   (cooked breakfast- please book) 
 

 Sat July 19th  The Fiddington Show   3pm ( see schedule and Entry form over) 

 

 Aug 2nd   Book Swap  10-12  (cooked breakfast – please book) 
 

 Sat Aug 9th  Jumble Sale 
 

 Sun Aug 24th  Strawberry Cream Tea  3-5  ( in the Village Hall Marquee) 

 

 Sat Sep 6th  Car Boot Sale  ( £10 a car. Details will be on the Village website) 
 

 Sat Sep 13th  Emily Maguire  7.30    ( see details below and on website) 

          
 

 

 

 

 
    Meetings - 3rd Thursday of each month 
7.30pm at          Nether Stowey Church Centre 

The aim of the club is to offer gardeners, from around the 
Quantock area, whatever their enthusiasm, a chance to get 
together with other gardeners in the locality, to their joint 
advantage and mutual interest. We enjoy a guest speaker, 
raffle, plant table (season dependent), tea, coffee & home-
made cake. Members free (annual membership £25), guests 
£5 

Coming up:  

Wednesday 18th June:  Car visit to Lydeard House, Bishops 
Lydeard, TA4 3AU 

Thursday 19th June:  Somerset’s Glorious Gardens A talk by 
Abigail Willis 

Tuesday 29th July:  Car visit to Hangeridge Farmhouse, 
Wellington, TA21 9QG 

For more information about our vibrant club, contact 
secretary Kate Houghton 07940 836139 or email:  
  
 stoweygardeners@yahoo.com  
 
Website -  https://sites.google.com/site/stowey-gardeners 

 

 

 


