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We are grateful to Hinkley Point B Power Station, EDF Energy, for printing this Newsletter.

Village Hall Committee News
As the work on our village hall nears completion, it's time to say thank you to the many people who
have put so much work into it. In particular we should thank Heather for taking on the responsibility
of working with the contractors ,who she has bullied and chivied into finishing on time and (almost)
on budget. The fire protection items and the restoration of the hall floor have to be completed and
then we are done.
By the time this News is published the bell tower reconstruction will be finished. It looks wonderful
and is a great reminder that our hall was once a school. Paul Crosland raised all the money to do
this without applying for any grants. It's a great achievement.
Our hall is now a very different place from what is was two or three years ago and it's good to note
that this has achieved a significant increase in hire of the hall.
And last - another thank you to Heather for her five years as Chair. She has achieved a huge
amount. The hall has been improved and we have enjoyed new and original events. Thank you.
Our next events are the Book Swap with a cooked breakfast on March 2nd and the Jumble Sale on
March 9th. Please start sorting out your jumble and bring it along on the morning of the 9th.

Robin Kinahan
Village Committee Chair
robin.kinahan@gmail.com
fiddingtonnews@gmail.com
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FIDDINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
TEMPORARY ROAD CLOSURE!
NB: The A39 near East Quantoxhead
will be closed for 3 nights from
March 6th 2019.
For any further information contact :
Somerset Highways on 300 123 2224

T

Tina Gardener
Clerk to Fiddington Parish Council
01278 652642
www.fiddington-pc.org.uk

Star Struck
Steve
Greetings fellow astronomers. This year marks
the 50th anniversary of man’s first moon
landing. One of my earliest memories as a
five year old, is being woken by my dad and
being carried into the front room to share with
him this momentous occasion.
Certainly this was one of the things that
inspired my love of all things scientific and
celestial.
It rather saddens me still that some people don't believe it actually happened.
This was a feat of unparalleled human courage and endeavour. Those men had a less than 50% chance of making it
back to earth alive and yet they happily volunteered. Conspiracy theories abound but I can assure any of you doubters
out there that there is a significant body of evidence to prove it happened, including the fact that an array of mirrors was
left on the lunar surface by Apollo 11 that to this day is used by scientists to very accurately measure the distance of the
moon from the earth by bouncing very powerful laser beams off it. By using this method they have discovered that the
moon is drifting away from us at a rate of 30mm per year. Don't worry, it won't disappear any time soon!
With this in mind on 11th March in the western sky (above the Quantocks) a beautiful crescent moon will lie just to the
left of the red planet Mars, with Orion and striking Sirius will lie further to the left. You will see Sirius shimmers
brilliantly with all the colours of the rainbow. It is unmistakable as it the brightest star in the night sky.
Steve Page
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MARION EVERED TRUST NEWS
Dates for your Diary in 2019
!4th April
Tractor Run from Halsey Cross farm, Over Stowey
contact: Terstractors@icloud.com for entry and information
22 April

Easter Bingo at Over Stowey Village Hall. Doors open 7pm – eyes down 7.30 pm

12th May
Sponsored Walk from Over Stowey Village Hall leaving 10.30 am .
Contact Pauline for sponsor forms : 01278 732522
15th June
Coffee Morning at Hawkridge Road Bridgwater 10-12am
13th-14th July Charity Cricket Weekend in conjunction with Over Stowey CC
2nd August
Social Function with “The Stoggy Men” at Brewers Water Farm, Stogumber.
For further information on any of these events please contact Pauline Barrow
on 01278 732522
have a look at the Marion Evered Facebook Page
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Tulip
Bluebell
Snowdrop
Daffodill
Aconite
Lilac
Hellebore
Crocus
Daphne
(and one more ?
Answer on back page: ed)

NETHER STOWEY LIBRARY NEWS
All are invited to the next meeting on Wednesday 13 th March at 7.30 (£3.50 members/£4.50 others, including
tea/coffee).
Commander Nick Wright RN will give an illustrated talk on the conflict in the Mediterranean in the early years
of WW2. His own father died when his ship struck two mines off the Libyan coast.
As readers might know, from the end of March the Nether Stowey Library will be run by volunteers, under a
new charity – “ The Thomas Poole Nether Stowey Library”. The library’s ‘Friends’ have therefore become a subcommittee of the Charity’s Board of Trustees.
If YOU would like to volunteer to support the Library in any capacity, no matter how small, I’d be happy to give
you details.
Dennis Harkness Tel: 01278 733245
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Sunday Services for St Martins, Fiddington for March:
Sunday 3rd March Eucharist 9am
Sunday 10th March Eucharist 9am
Sunday 17th March Eucharist (BCP) 9am
Sunday 24th March Joint Benefice Service at East Quantoxshead at 10am
Sunday 31st March Joint Benefice Mothering Sunday Service at West Quantoxshead at 10am

Sausage Sizzle and Quiz
Saturday March 9th 2019
Fiddington Village Hall
6.30pm for 7.00pm
Tickets £7.50
Teams of 4- bring your friends or make up a team on the night. No need to book.
Delicious supper of locally made sausages, onions and mash with a selection of beautiful desserts. BYO
drinks and your General Knowledge for a fun evening. Proceeds to St Martin’s of Tours, Fiddington, Fabric
Fund
Easy Fundraising. This is the time of year when we are all frantically shopping for Christmas and many of
us use on line shopping. If you do, please would you consider purchasing through the easy Fundraising
website (www.easyfundraising.org.uk) and putting in St Martin of Tours Fiddington as your choice for
donations? This allows our village church to collect a small donation from the seller for each purchase you
make, at no extra cost to you. There are a huge number of stores which are part of the scheme. Every little
helps! Thank you

******************************************************

Italian Evening

Saturday March 30th 7pm for 7.30 pm
www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk

Page 4

Saturday March 30th 7pm for 7.30pm

Italian Evening

At Fiddington Village Hall
Tickets £15 each
Proceeds in aid of the Fabric Fund, St Martin’s Church, Fiddington.

Please contact Robin and Jenny Kinahan Tel: 01278 732190 or jenny.kinahan@hotmail.co.uk for tickets.
Following on from the tremendous successes of the French and Spanish Evenings, Ruth Brazier has
very kindly agreed to cook Italian this year! Don’t miss it, we will have Italian food, bar, music and an
Italian themed raffle and lots of fun! We had a full house last year so book your tickets early!

Lent Lunch -Thursday March 21st In the Village Hall
Home made soups, Bread rolls and butter with fresh fruit to follow.
Everyone is very welcome.
Donations to Christian Aid
St. Martin’s Church – Fabric Fund 200 Club First Draw of 2019
Ticket number 234, Mrs Sally Holt of Whitnell; Prize £30.00
The next draw will take place at the Sausage Sizzle on March 9th

Discussion Group
th
Starting on Wednesday March 6 with a showing of the acclaimed Ken Loach film ‘I Daniel Blake’
at 1.45 pm in the Village Hall, there will be six weekly discussion groups at Jamara Barn at 7pm on
the subsequent Wednesday evenings. Everyone is very welcome. It is hoped that the moral, ethical
and spiritual questions this this film presents will be explored as a lead up to Easter.
More Info? Please contact Jenny or Robin Kinahan Tel: 732190 or email: jenny.kinahan@hotmail.co.uk

FIDDINGTON WI

FOR SALE

st

Fiddington WI met on Thursday, 21 February in the village hall. Philip
Comer, a committee member (and soon to be President) of Friends of
Quantock spoke to us about the Society and about the Quantocks in general
with the differing landscapes, wealth of wildlife and ancient monuments. The
talk was illustrated with some beautiful slides reminding us of just how lucky
we all are to be living in such a spectacular part of the country.
Next month we shall meet on Thursday, March 21st when Clive Cridge will
show us a film of part of our Community Choir’s concert last summer.
We are a small WI , sadly reducing in numbers, but are a very friendly group
and warmly welcome visitors.
It would be a shame to see the organisation ‘fade away’ when it has been in
the village for so very many years. If anyone needs any further information
about us please do get in touch with me,

Green Leisure Rangemaster
Electric cooker consisting of:
2 Ovens
Grill
Heated Drawer
Plate Warmer
Griddle
Price: £100
Please contact:
Dave or Julie Pay on
01278 732956

Jackie Matthews on 01278 732175.
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Bell Turret Report
Furniture beetle on the face of it would have nothing to do with this project and yet it absolutely has. In 2016 active
furniture beetle was identified in the roof timbers necessitating remedial action as a priority.
This gave us the opportunity to remove the old 1950's ceiling and renovate the roof, re-instating the original Victorian
features, funded by a very welcome grant from Viridor. When applying for this grant we were either unaware or had
forgotten that the roof originally had a functioning bell tower. Former pupils of the then school reminded us of this
important and significant feature and in 2017 we set about raising the necessary funds. Many thanks to all of you who
have supported us in the endeavour both financially and by way of freely given professional skills.
Until now reports have largely focused on fund raising and the bureaucratic formalities that have to be complied with.
Today I can report on physical progress !
PAP Builders started work earlier this month when the weather was particularly cold and unpleasant. Notwithstanding
this very rapid progress was made, the tower with functioning bell being completed this week. The photographs will
give you a good idea of the end result, albeit obscured by scaffolding. The latter will be removed in the next few days.
The bell has been rung and so far all comments have been positive. It is heartening to learn that SDC Building Control
were very impressed when inspecting and indicated that they would make a special note to this effect in their records.

Paul Crosland.

Now here’s a question…..
A pleasure it was, on 14th August last year, to encounter a female Brown Hairstreak butterfly at Lilstock. She was
busily engaged in egg-laying - fluttering and creeping among some of the summer growth of a wayside clump of
blackthorn, and pausing to lay a single egg from time to time.
This encounter was particularly pleasing for folk such as we – Jenny and me – who were soon to move into
Fiddington from Essex, where there is no chance of seeing this fine butterfly. Somerset is one of the few parts of the
country where one might encounter what is a highly elusive species – you are unlikely to find it in a garden.
Unfortunately for the Brown Hairstreak, the kind of young blackthorn growth that is sought for egg-laying is
precisely the sort of growth that gets flailed each autumn when hedgerows are maintained mechanically. This is one
reason why this is a scarce butterfly.
Yet the hedgerows and waysides of Fiddington have quite a lot of blackthorn, and in some places the bushes are
maintained less rigorously. So here is the question: does the Brown Hairstreak exist in our midst?
The butterfly does not emerge until August. Right now, the eggs laid at that time are still stuck to exposed twigs,
hopefully surviving all that winter and bird predation can inflict upon them.
Sadly, the Lilstock blackthorns on which that butterfly was egg-laying last August had by December been flailed,
but perhaps some eggs survived on the far side of the clump.
The photos, of butterfly and a single egg, were taken by Jim Asher on behalf of Butterfly Conservation.
Rod Cole.
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From the Village Cook’s Kitchen…
Cauliflower, coconut and turmeric soup.
Serves 4.
Ingredients
1tbsp olive oil
1 large onion, finely chopped
2 cloves of garlic, crushed . ( big ones)
3cm piece of fresh ginger, grated
2 red chillies, finely sliced
1 tbps ground tumeric
1 large cauliflower, leaves removed and cut into small florets
44g tin of reduced fat coconut milk ( I used full fat as I don't care)
600 mls vegetable stock made with 1 stock cube
( home made chicken stock OK too)
Juice of 1 lime
a handful of fresh coriander leaves
Method
Heat the oil in a pan over a medium heat. soften the onion for 6 - 8 minutes. Add the garlic, ginger, 1 of the 2
chillies and the turmeric, then cook, stirring for 2 minutes. Add the cauliflower and cook for 5 minutes . Pour
in the coconut milk, reserving 2 tbsp., add the stock. Simmer for 25 -30 minutes, or until colly is tender.
Remove from the heat and let cool slightly before pureeing with a stick blender. Stir in the lime juice and
season. Serve topped with reserved coconut milk, remaining chilli and coriander leaves.

Our Master of Wine
says ........
Honestly, there’s no wine that will go with this –
but a sherry will. Go for a chilled glass of Fino Sherry.
Fino sherries are dry and have a spicy character that
will complement this soup. Luckily the Gonzales Byass
Tio Pepe Fino, which is widely distributed, is perfectly
decent. A word of warning- once opened Finos don’t
last more than a week in the fridge- a great excuse to
drink them up!

Want an unusual children’s gift?
Get these great books by local
author Heather Hawley. See
busybodyseries.co.uk

www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk
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Diary Dates in Fiddington
Book Swap
Saturday 2nd March

will have a cooked breakfast available. 10 - 12 am.

Jumble Sale
Saturday 9th March

2pm start. Bring your jumble along in the morning

April -

Quiz, TBA

May - 31st and 1st June

Hannah Ovett's Fayre

June 29th

BBQ and games.

July 20th

Flower Show

fiddingtonnews@gmail.com

August 10th

Jumble Sale

Deadline for the April Newsletter is

Monday 25th March

September

Bingo TBA

November 9th

Jumble Sale

December 14th

Christmas Dinner.

December17th

Carols Around the Tree.

email as above or in writing to: Juliet Harkness

R edwood,Whitnell, BRIDGWATER TA5 1JE

(more details and times each month in this Newsletter and on our website- editor)
Wordsearch extra word: Anemone

Fiddington Flower Show - 2019
The seed potatoes are quietly chitting in preparation for the ‘heaviest harvest’ competition as part of the 2019
Fiddington Flower Show, which this year is being held on Saturday 20th July.
The potatoes will be available from 1st April from Paul Crosland, Old Rectory Gardens, Church Road, Fiddington
(Tel: 732983), at a cost of 30 pence each. At the same time why not pick up a ‘free’ sunflower seed or two and try to
grow the ‘tallest sunflower’. Last year’s winner was only 2.819 metres – see if you can beat that.
Please ensure your name is recorded for the potato and/or sunflower competition at the time of collection so we
know who to visit in the days before the show to weigh and measure your success.
Further information will be released in next month’s newsletter about any changes to the classes following a
review of last year’s entries by the Village Hall committee. Do you have a skill or hobby not already listed in the
Flower Show Classes that may inspire other people? If you answered Yes, or you have any other ideas for new
classes, please talk to a committee member.
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