Fiddington
News
We are grateful to Hinkley Point B Power Station, EDF Energy, for printing this Newsletter

Village Hall Committee News
Chairman’s Note
As summer hopefully approaches, the cooked breakfast Book Swaps are finishing and we will
revert to coffee and biscuits during the spring and summer. Huge thanks to Ruth and Richard Brazier
and Jane Zambra for cooking the breakfasts.
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bring your jumble along before 12am that morning. The Jumble sales are an important part of our hall's
income - so, lots of jumble will be appreciated.
In the Hall Committee we have been looking at ways to promote our lovely hall and all its
facilities. Apart from Social Media, which Heather Hawley organises for us, one of the best ways is word
of mouth. If you know anybody thinking of an event or party, please do remember to suggest our hall.
Bookings are quite good this year, but the more the merrier. The hall needs the income.
We look forward to seeing lots of villagers with arm fulls of jumble on March 14th morning!
Robin Kinahan
(Chair of the Village Hall Committee)

Diary on Back Page
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REPORT FROM FIDDINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
Fiddington Parish Council held their latest meeting on 28 January 2020 and so it was too late to
report in the February edition.
th

Good news at last! The defibrillators have now been commissioned and they are available to be used.
In case of emergency dial 999 and they will then direct you to the nearest defibrillator if it is required.
The Community Heartbeat Trust will be holding a Cardiac Arrest Response Seminar in Fiddington
Village Hall on Monday 9 March at 7.00pm. Everyone is welcome to attend.
th

Planning application 28/19/00005 for the erection of light industrial and storage units at the Packing
Unit, Fiddington was supported by the Parish Council.
Occasionally Inwood Lakes holds fireworks displays. The Clerk gets notified of these events and they
will also be published in the newsletter. The Clerk has set up an email notification list and if you wish
to be included please email the Clerk.
The state of the finger posts is always a concern for the Parish Council. Somerset County Council will
be holding a training workshop on Thursday 30 April 2020 for volunteers. If you would be interested
in attending this training and helping with the restoration of the finger posts please contact the Clerk
for details.
th

We have been assured by Highways that the defects in the parish of Fiddington notified to them will
be corrected by 31 March 2020.
st

As reported recently we contacted the SCC cabinet member for Highways and Transport to discuss the
damage that wide vehicles and speeding vehicles are doing to our local roads. The response we
received wasn’t very helpful. We have written to local landowners asking them to remind their
employees/contractors to drive with due care and attention to other road users and to respect
people’s property.
Our next meeting will be on Tuesday 24 March 2020 at 7.30pm in Fiddington Village Hall.
th

Tina Gardener
Clerk to Fiddington Parish Council
clerk@fiddington-pc.org.uk
www.fiddington-pc.org.uk
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Fiddington Flower Show – 2020

The Marion Evered Trust
It is with deepest sadness that we have to write
this post.
Sadly at the fantastic age of 98 the trust’s figurehead
Marion Evered passed away on Friday 7 February.
Marion lived a full, healthy and independent life
right up to her passing. The trust will continue as a
legacy to her and will carry on with fundraising as
Marion would have wished.
th

Dates for your Diary
March 7 Words and Music to amuse and Inspire with
Bob and Mal featuring Alice Keene at Over Stowey
Village hall. 7.30pm tickets £8 on the door or call 01278
733505 or 01278 732522. Bar open.
th

April 5 Annual Tractor Run
th

email terstractors@icloud.com for details and
booking

Meanwhile, there’s the business of the ‘heaviest
harvest’ potato competition. All you have to do is
collect a seed potato at a cost of 30 pence each –
available as from 1st April from Paul Crosland, Old
Rectory Gardens, Church Road, Fiddington (tel:
732983). You can’t go wrong: you get yourself a fine
root of potatoes and, with luck, the prize for the
heaviest crop.
What’s more, you can also pick up a ‘free’ sunflower
seed or two and try to grow the tallest sunflower. Once
again, you can’t go wrong: radiant beauty as well as a
possible prize. Do register your name when you
collect, to ensure that the touring judges don’t miss

you on the day of judgement!

April 13 Easter Bingo at Over Stowey Village hall, eyes
down 7:30pm
th

Plans are afoot for the next Flower Show, to be held on
Saturday 18th July. Details will be forthcoming in
next month’s newsletter, when any changes to the
classes will be announced.

Ah! And if you would like to see a new crop or
other competition added to the list of classes, let us
know (tel: 732345).

LIBRARY NEWS
On Wednesday 11th March we have a talk by Steve Chambers. Steve has dramatised several
classic books for BBC Radio 4, including Dickens and Daniel Defoe.
7 for 7.30pm. £3.50 for members, £4.50 for others. (including tea/coffee & biscuits)

12-4pm 21st March
Last year the Library was faced with closure until about 60 members of the community took it on and signed up
as volunteers. One year on we are doing well and have high hopes for the future.

Come and Celebrate YOUR library with us!
The Thomas Poole Library, Castle Street, Nether Stowey
Dennis Harkness tel: 733245
GENERAL GARDENING
Weeding, tidying and pots to fill
with your favourite plants for the
Summer.
For information Please ring Ruth:

01278 734565

www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk
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Sunday Services for St Martins, Fiddington for March:
Sunday 1 March Eucharist 9am
st

Sunday 8 March Eucharist 9am
th

Sunday 15 March Eucharist (BCP) 9am
th

Sunday 22 March Joint Benefice Service for Mothering Sunday at 10am at West Quantoxhead-No service at
Fiddington
nd

Sunday 29 March (Passion Sunday)Joint Benefice Service at 10am at Kilve-No service at Fiddington
th

Tea and Coffee
After every service at Fiddington there is tea, coffee and biscuits served in the church. Please don’t feel you
need to have been to the service. Come along at 10am and join in the chat.

200 Club
The first draw for the 200 Club took place at the February Book Swap. The lucky winner of £30 was Mrs
Wendy Girven from Hampshire.

Lent Lunch and Soup Lunch
The third Thursday in the month- March 19th – is Soup Lunch but this month we also have the Lent Lunch on
Thursday March 5 . Both events take place in the village hall, starting at 12.30 until 2pm. Not only will there
be a lovely selection of soups with bread rolls and fruit to follow but it is also a chance to come along and
chat with old friends and make new ones. Everyone is very welcome. If you know of anyone who is lonely
and maybe on their own please tell them about it as we would love them to come. Donation only. The
collection at the Lent Lunch will go to Christian Aid as usual.
th

Saturday March 14th 2020

Sausage Sizzle and Quiz

Fiddington Village Hall 6.30pm for 7.00pm
Tickets £7.50
Teams of 4- bring your friends or make up a team on the night. No need to book. Delicious supper of locally made

sausages, onions and mash with a selection of beautiful desserts. BYO drinks and your General Knowledge
for a fun evening.

Greek evening cancelled
Very many apologies for having to cancel the Greek Evening but sadly there were just not enough tickets
sold to make it possible to go ahead.

However we have some excellent things planned ahead:
Saturday March 14 Sausage Sizzle and Quiz
th

Sunday May 24 Classic Car Event (in conjunction with the village hall)
th

Sunday August 30 Cream Tea
th

Saturday September 26 Tea at the Ritz
th

More information about all events nearer the time.

www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk
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Editor’s Post Box
In 2019 the Bridgwater Foodbank provided food
for 4771 people, of which 1874 were children.
This was an increase of 36% over last year. So
far, we are running at +22% on last year and our
busiest time, which is the summer, hasn't arrived
yet. So, please continue to put food in the
supermarket Foodbank baskets or drop some
round to Jamara Barn. When you think what to
give, imagine having very limited cooking and
fridge facilities - so UHT milk, tinned food etc are
best. Thank you.
Robin Kinahan

Easyfundraising.org.uk
Please could I remind everyone that this is
such a quick and simple way to raise
money for your chosen charity. Whenever
you buy things on line go through the
easyfundraising website and, at no cost to
you, a small amount is donated by the
company to charity. There are over 4000
shops and sites that are available through
them. Of course it would be lovely if you
made St Martin of Tours, Fiddington your
chosen recipient but you can name any
charity of your choice.
Jenny Kinahan

Back to College?
Although commending the idea of hedge-laying, it is
clear from the efforts made just off Marlpits Lane that
someone needs to have further training! Re-cycling is a
good plan but to tie up a layed hedge with bailer twine
(non-biodegradeable) in three colours is quite a basic
mistake. And what happened to that lovely copse with
the flightpond ,beyond? Decimated. Do correct me if I’m
mistaken; it appears to me to be over-zealous ‘tidying’.
(address supplied; Ed)

All Posts and replies welcome:Ed

Did you spot last month’s
Typo? Page 6 Library
news- should have been

‘refreshments’! Can you
find this month’s?

I understand freedom of movement
I help people reach their goals
I teach pilates
1-1 equipment based/ group classes

emma

Quantock Pilates

rhys thomas
07928291192
www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk
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From the Village Cook’s Kitchen…
Seared tuna steaks with cannelini beans,
feta and mint
Serves 4 and takes no more than 15 minutes.

Cut the tomatoes in half and put them in a large bowl. Peel
and finely slice the onion, drain and rinse the beans, rinse
the capers and add these too. Finally crumble in the feta.
Drizzle some oil into a large frying pan and get it good and
hot over a high heat.
While the pan heats up season the tuna well with S & P,
really getting a good amount on. Then lower them into the
hot oil and cook for 1 minute either side for rare, 2 minutes
for medium or 3 minutes for well done.
Meanwhile make the dressing. Put the oil, vinegar, maple
syrup or honey, salt and pepper into a small bowl or mug
and whisk with a fork.. Pour over the salald, toss well and
divide between 4 plates.
Check the tuna is cooked to your liking remove from pan
and put onto each plate of salad. Quarter the lime and place
it to the side of each and then rip up the mint leaves
and serve

Ingredients
300g cherry tomatoes
1 small red onion
2 x 400g tins cannelini beans
large handful of capers
200g feta cheese
sunflower ( or mild olive oil)
4 large tuna steaks ( about 2cm
thick)
For the dressing
4 tbsp extra virgin olive oil
2 tbsp balsamic vinegar
Drizzle of maple syrup or runny
honey
1 lime
small handful of mint, to serve
salt and freshly ground black pepper

Our Master of Wine recommends....
Either a flavoursome white or red should go well with this. Among the whites a Sauvignon Blanc
might be the best bet. All the retailers will have loads of New Zealand ones. The cheaper ones can be a
bit sour, so spend another £ or two to get something better. For the red, either a Pinot Noir or a
Beaujolais should be good. Good Pinot Noir is rarely cheap; Sainsbury’s Most Wanted NZ Pinot Noir is
perfectly glugable at £8.50. Otherwise go for a Beaujolais Villages. All retailers have them. There has
been a succession of good vintages, so there is no excuse for a bad wine.
Full
document
on our
website: ed

Famous March Past!
Can you find those well known Marches in the
following anagrams?













Ded Wing Charm
Ribble Telly
Ends as Rip Starts
Real Fun Charm
Bad Musters
Cool Being Leo
Heat for Soak
wring a pottery play
Rare grin bites dish
Once a love,then a wife
Tazer Kyd
Answers on back page
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Bright and Buttery harbinger of Spring!
Come the first warm and sunny days of spring, come the dramatically yellow Brimstone butterfly,
restlessly quartering the hedgerows and gardens and occasionally pausing for nectar, like this one
photographed in Edbrook Lane last year.
It is pretty noticeable, but not common hereabouts in Fiddington, its numbers apparently restricted by
the local scarcity of the larval foodplant, which is Buckthorn. So far, I am aware of only one wellgrown bush in a village hedge – but a few more have now been planted, which hopefully will result in
more of these lovely butterflies in the future.
Only the male is yellow, and he is by far the most obvious as he seeks far and wide in quest of the
female of the species. She is a pale greenish white, slower to emerge in spring, and at a distance can
easily be dismissed as a Large White, a rather more numerous butterfly.
Brimstones hibernate as adult butterflies, tucked deep into ivy foliage amid excellent camouflage.
Rod Cole
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Saturday March 7th

Book Swap 10-12

Saturday March 14th

Jumble Sale

2pm

Thursday March 19th

Soup Lunch

12.30

Saturday April 4th

“ Tales Uncomfortable” 7 pm

Sunday May 24th

Vintage & Classic Car Show

Saturday June 27th

Village BBQ

Saturday July 18th

Flower Show

Fiddington Village Hall
is excited to present a theatrical treat on

Saturday 4th April
Bar open from 7pm -

Curtain up 7.30pm

Tales Uncomfortable
Classic tales re-imagined by John Hartoch
With John Harris on guitar, mandolin and harp
Mary was a rich girl: Mary’s dad was dead.
She had three, strong brothers to protect her
maidenhead.
Mary was a beauty and, as she had the cash,
Suitors came from miles around to call and cut a
dash.
They were beautifully booted
They were dutifully suited
And emotionally rooted
To her beauty – and her cash!
So begins the old English folk tale of Mr Fox as retold
in a Dahl-like version by John Hartoch, ex-Head of
Acting Courses at the Bristol Old Vic Theatre School.

(coffee/tea and biscuits)
(bring your contributions before 12.00)

(with licenced bar-see below)
(see ad on page 7)
(with Dog Show and Games!)

Have you heard the story of the Watchet Sexton? Or of Sir
Francis Drake’s canon-ball in Stogumber Church? The one
about the talking cat or the ghost who helped her murderer?
Greek gods, American big-game hunters, frustrated toffeemakers and patient vultures – they’re all part of Tales
Uncomfortable.

Expertly told with drama and humour by John
Hartoch and accompanied and illustrated by the joyful
musicianship of John Harris, the stories promise an
evening of uncomfortable delight!

Tickets £10 - 01278 671068 or
johnhartoch42@gmail.com
NOT RECOMMENDED FOR CHILDREN UNDER 12

fiddingtonnews@gmail.com

Deadline for the April Newsletter is

Wednesday 25th March

Please keep articles short and sweet and send
your thougths to

Editor’s Post Box
email as above or in writing to:

March Past: Wedding March, Liberty Bell, Stars
and Stripes, Funeral March, Dam Busters, Colonel
Bogie, Hearts of Oak, Long Way to Tipperary,
British Grenadiers, Tazer Kyd, Life on the Ocean
Wave.

Juliet Harkness
Redwood,Whitnell,
BRIDGWATER TA5 1JE
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