We are grateful to Hinkley Point B Power Station, EDF, for printing this Newsletter

Village Hall Committee News
Chairman’s Introduction
It's lovely to be writing this at the same time as the Home Education group children are using the new
playground equipment. There’s still a little bit of clearing up is still needed to be done, but the new
equipment looks great .
Meanwhile normality (whatever that is !) is returning to our hall. The Bookswap coffee mornings are back
in full swing and we plan the first Jumble Sale of the year on March 26th.
We have also finalised a date for the Village Hall Jubilee bar-b-q lunch, which is planned to be on Sunday
June 5th. Please put that date in your diaries. If you have any bright ideas for children (and adults!) fun
and games ,please let a committee member know.
The 2022 Flower Show is now planned for Sunday July 31st which is rather later than usual.
Walkers will have noticed a large branch has fallen across the path in the coppice. Thank you to Alan
Burland and Wayne Hawley for organising a chainsaw gang to deal with it.
Best wishes to all.
Robin Kinahan

(Chair of the Village Hall Committee)
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Election information – all you need to know
There’s a wealth of information on Sedgemoor
District Council’s website, which gives lots of
information about the forthcoming elections on May
5th for not only for the councillors at county level who
will oversee the transition to a new unitary council,
but also for town and parish councillors elected
across the Sedgemoor district.
On the website,
Elections 2022 (sedgemoor.gov.uk),
residents will find:









Key dates
Information for potential candidates
Nomination packs for SCC
Nomination packs for town and parish council
How to vote
How to apply for postal or proxy votes
Voting safely
Polling station information

Digital Benefit forms
Continuing with Sedgemoor District Council’s drive to
make things easier on-line, there are now eleven brand
new online forms for benefit customers, which have
been published on our website over the last couple of
weeks.
These are mostly self-service, but all will help
customers to help themselves, at their own time and
convenience. The forms allow customers to upload
evidence and submit changes too, which will let us
provide a faster and even more high-quality service.
Just search on-line at Forms, Policies and News
(sedgemoor.gov.uk)
Of course, if customers are not confident in using the
on-line forms, we are here to help either at Reception
in Bridgwater House or at the end of a telephone 0300
303 7800.
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Although there will not be a legal requirement for masks to be worn
after Thursday 24th February, it is a decision to be made by the
incumbent as to whether they should be worn in church when attending
a service. It has been decided by our Rector, Nicky, that masks SHOULD
be worn for the time being. Hand sanitiser will still be available at the
door. It is also available on the front right hand pew for sanitising before
taking communion. The Eucharist is shared by intinction of the wafer in the
wine by the priest which is then handed to the communicant.
Sunday March 6th Eucharist 9am
Sunday March 13th Eucharist 9am
Sunday March 20th Eucharist (BCP) 9am
Sunday March 27th Mothering Sunday Benefice Service at 9.30am at Holford Village Hall

Lent begins on Wednesday 2nd of March
This year the Lent Course will be an opportunity to engage with the Church of England’s course
called ‘Living in Love and Faith”. This course has been designed to encourage thoughtful discussion
and reflection on the nature of identity, gender and belonging. The General Synod is preparing to
debate the nature of marriage at its sessions later in the year. This is an important and monumental
discussion for the church and for wider society. Churches have been invited to feed back through their
deaneries into the discussion before April 2022. Please do not feel that you have to be a church goer to
attend these sessions as everyone is very welcome. The wider the experience of people the better to
promote lively discussion.
Thursday 3rd March 2.30 pm Stogursey Church Rooms

session 1: Learning Together

Thursday 10th March 2.30 pm Stogursey Church Rooms

session 2: Identity

Thursday 17th March 2.30 pm Stogursey Church Rooms

session 3: Relationships

Thursday 24th March 2.30 pm Stogursey Church Rooms

session 4: Sex

Sunday 27th March 10.30am Holford Village Hall (after the Mothering Sunday Service)
Session 5: Life Together

200 Club – February Draw
Thank you to everyone who has returned their tickets in time for the first
draw of 2022. For the February draw, made at the Book Swap and Coffee
Morning, we have dusted off the ping-pong balls and the number chosen
was:

£30 – Nbr 90: Mr David Scott
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Postbag
THANK YOU
We would like to say a huge thank you to all those who gave help and support during the weeks of
our daughter, Rebecca’s, death and funeral. We have received so many cards and flowers that it has
been difficult to keep up with a thank you to you all for them and we are really sorry if we have left
any of you out. Although a very sad time, it was a beautiful funeral, thanks to the help of all those
living locally, including the flowers, food, service, music and the general help from Grandfield’s.
There were at least 120 at the funeral, from all parts of the UK. The friendliness and support of the
village was recognised and commented on by many.
The collection for YMCA presently stands at about £3,500. This is who Becky lived with in her final
few months - her accommodation with the YMCA gave her some much needed stability and daily
support from professional key workers. Services such as this are often over-subscribed and underfunded, so every penny really counts. £25 could provide a night’s emergency accommodation for a
vulnerable adult, and that alone can save a life. If you would like to contribute, please feel free to
use the following link…
Tribute to Rebecca McWilliam, (née Becky Hawley ) 1982 - 2022 (muchloved.com)
Once again, thank you to you all.
Best wishes
Heather and Wayne Hawley. The Old Orchard House.

Sent to Derek Buller – Chair of Fiddington PC

I can confirm that we have the
following dates booked in for
fireworks at Quantock Lakes in
2022.
As noted previously we will aim to
fire before 10.30pm to ensure
disruption is kept to a minimum. I
will update this list and recirculate
if additional dates are added or
removed.
Thursday 31st March 2022
Tuesday 3rd May 2022
th
Thursday 19 May 2022
st
Saturday 21 May 2022
Saturday 2nd July 2022
Saturday 5th November 2022
Kind Regards
Naomi
www.quantocklakes.com

Unfortunately I am unable to attend tonight’s meeting as I am having to self
isolate following a positive Covid19 test.
I have not seen the details of the proposed expansion plans for Mill Farm but
I believe the proposals include the provision of 90 static caravans plus
increased touring pitches.
When I moved to Fiddington in 1985 access to the village from the A39 at
Keenthorne was via a narrow hedge lined country lane, and there was a
campsite at Mill Farm, with I believe some 60 pitches. Over the years that
country lane has been widened and the campsite expanded to such an extent
that it now dominates the village in terms of residential units and traffic
generation.
The scale of this latest proposed expansion is significant and will not only
generate increased noise and traffic but more importantly in my view will
destroy more of the rural environment and associated flora and fauna which
attracted me, and I believe many other residents, here in the first place.
Years of experience has shown that just not liking a further Mill Farm
expansion proposal is not enough to stop it happening, you have to have to
be able to show it does not comply with established planning principles. With
this in mind could I ask the Parish Council to consider appointing a
professionally qualified planning consultant to look in detail at these latest
expansion proposals and see whether or not they comply fully with
Sedgemoor District Council’s published planning restrictions.
I realize that there would be costs involved in such an appointment and I,
together with I believe other residents in the village, am prepared to
contribute towards those costs. If these proposals are to be defeated I think
our best, and possibly only, chance is with professional advice.

John Taylor
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Richard Brazier writes:
“This watercolour is by Anne-Marie
Moares one of our leading artists and
members of the Fiddington Art Group”
View from Fiddington

A Wood to Watch!

‘The Colours of Autumn’
By Richard Brazier

Exciting things are happening in Stowey Wood this winter.
Thanks to the Stowey Green Spaces group a determined
effort is being made to release the new trees from the
brambles which have surrounded them.
New trees? Planted in recent years, to replace the Sitka
Spruce which dominated this ancient woodland site for much
of the last century. Now that those trees are being removed,
the new stock is being planted – with a wonderful mix of
native hardwood species, making for a beautifully mixed
woodland – in time.
Already the existing woodland is a delightful place to be in
due season. A stream flows along its length, with some
attractive wild flowers along its course. Grey Wagtails seek
insects along its banks, and Treecreepers and Nuthatches
frequent the tall oaks on the woodland margin.

Upholstery Classes
Would you like to learn a new
skill ? If so come and join us at the
Spaxton upholstery group on
Mondays .
It’s great fun, very addictive and
extremely rewarding.
If you are interested call

Dave Stewart 07830 308896

A public path extends uphill from the Millennium Wood, and
a convenient circular walk is possible, starting and finishing
near the recreation ground.
Rod Cole.
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(the Village cook and Master of Wine are having a holiday – please excuse a pale imitation.. Ed)

Warming Thai Spiced Turkey
Serves 3-4
1lb (450g) cooked turkey/chicken meat
1 tbsp oil
1 onion- finely chopped
1 clove garlic-crushed
1tbsp fresh grated ginger
1-2 tsp Thai curry paste ( red or green- red is stronger)
1 tsp cumin seeds-crushed
½ tsp ground coriander
1-2 chopped chillies (optional)
1 tin (400ml) coconut milk
1 tbsp Thai fish sauce (optional)
Lime or lemon juice
Salt & pepper
Fresh coriander leaves
Plain Egg Noodles or Wild Rice

Cut the turkey into strips & keep on one side.
Warm the oil and soften the onion. Add garlic, ginger, curry paste, cumin, ground coriander and
chillies & cook for a minute or so. Pour on the Coconut milk, season, bring to the boil and simmer
gently for 3-4 minutes. Add in the turkey and sharpen with lime/lemon juice. Re-heat thoroughly and
turn into a warm serving dish. Sprinkle with coriander and serve with egg Noodles or Wild Rice

And to Drink?...
Witbier/bière blanche
If you’re going to drink beer with your Thai meal make it a witbier (bière blanche) such as
Hoegaarden or Celis. Fragrant, citrussy and spicy it’s wonderfully refreshing with the heat
and sourness of Thai food

Jasmine tea
Thais wouldn’t traditionally drink tea throughout the meal but if you’re not drinking alcohol
it can be a refreshing accompaniment. Alternatively serve it at the end.

Exotic fruit juices
With their intense sweetness most tropical fruit juices go well with Thai food especially
those made from or including mango, papaya, passion fruit and lychee.
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Huge thanks to Viridor Credits for their generous grant that has made it possible to install new
playground equipment. May children enjoy it for many years to come.

Thank you Viridor!

The Marion Evered Trust
Winners of the last 200 draws are: Julie Long £20, Sheila Dyer £10, Charlie Long £5, Sharon Male £20,

Barbara Felton £10 Joy Reeves £5
Also a new year of the 200 club raffle is about to begin, Contact Sara on 01278732942 if you want to join, existing
members will receive invites shortly.
Unfortunately the tractor run planned for April 3rd has been cancelled due to diesel restrictions coming into place
from the 1st April

Dates for your Diary
April 3 Annual Tractor run Cancelled
rd

Easter Monday Easter bingo at Over Stowey Village hall , always very well attended so arrive in time, Eyes down 7.30
July 16 /17 Charity Cricket weekend in conjunction with Over Stowey CC
th

th
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Mill Farm proposed expansion
A public meeting was held on 15th February 2022 in Fiddington Village Hall to discuss the proposed expansion of
Mill Farm to accommodate additional HPC workers, and after their use to revert back to tourism. In attendance were
29 residents (including parish councillors), 3 others were represented and 2 letters received in lieu of apologies.
Andrew Goodchild from Hinkley Point C gave a brief overview of the proposals. The expansion is required as they
will be increasing their workforce from 7,000 to 8,500 many of whom will require local accommodation. The
campuses at Hinkley Point and Bridgwater are being expanded and they are also looking to expand their usage of
Mill Farm, Quantock Lakes and Moorhouse Farm to alleviate the pressure on local housing.
Mill Farm currently has 393 pitches and 10 self-catering units and the proposal is for a further 61 pitches and 102
static caravans and a new leisure building. The proposal is also to widen the road in several places between the
A39 and the entrance to Mill Farm. When challenged we were informed there was an alternative proposal to provide
passing places. HPC workers will use the bus service to go to and from Hinkley Point.
A number of concerns were raised at the meeting including; the proposal represents a 40% increase in the size of
Mill Farm, the additional units would be three times the number of houses in Fiddington, increased noise, light
pollution and traffic generation, the visual impact, loss of the rural environment and character of the village. Would
there be adequate landscaping? Would the current services in particular the sewage system be able to cope with
the expansion? What controls would be in place and would they may be enforced? Improvements to the road would
increase the speed of traffic which has been an issue for a number of years. Could the 30mph speed limited be
extended to the A39?
Concerns were also raised as to the effect of the increase in tourist pitches once HPC workers have moved away,
more car movements during the summer months when there is already a lot of agricultural activity on the roads. We
were assured that the static caravans would be used as per the current licence from March to November each year.
No resident attending the meeting supported the proposal.
This is not an exhaustive list but hopefully the main points have been covered. The full notes from the meeting will
be placed on the parish council website.
HPC said they will genuinely go away and take on board the concerns that were raised at the meeting. We now
need to wait for the planning application to be submitted when the Parish Council will be able to formally respond.
We will make sure that you are aware when the application is received so that you will have a chance to comment.

Tina Gardener
Clerk to Fiddington Parish Council
clerk@fiddington-pc.org.uk
www.fiddington-pc.org.uk
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The Rainy Day

Weather Wordsearch
Can you find 18 words relating to the weather in the
grid?
Answers on the back page
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by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow

The day is cold, and dark, and dreary
It rains, and the wind is never weary;
The vine still clings to the mouldering wall,
But at every gust the dead leaves fall,
And the day is dark and dreary.
My life is cold, and dark, and dreary;
It rains, and the wind is never weary;
M My thoughts still cling to the mouldering Past,
But the hopes of youth fall thick in the blast,
And the days are dark and dreary.
Be still, sad heart! and cease repining;
Behind the clouds is the sun still shining;
Thy fate is the common fate of all,
Into each life some rain must fall,
Some days must be dark and dreary.

King Lear – Act 3 Scene 2
By William Shakespeare
Spoken by King Lear
Blow, winds, and crack your cheeks! rage! blow!
You cataracts and hurricanoes, spout
Till you have drench’d our steeples, drown’d the
cocks!
You sulph’rous and thought-executing fires,
Vaunt-couriers to oak-cleaving thunderbolts,
Singe my white head! And thou, all-shaking
thunder,
Strike flat the thick rotundity o’ th’ world,
Crack Nature’s moulds, all germains spill at once,
That makes ingrateful man!
Rumble thy bellyful! Spit, fire! spout, rain!
Nor rain, wind, thunder, fire are my daughters.
I tax not you, you elements, with unkindness.
I never gave you kingdom, call’d you children,
You owe me no subscription. Then let fall
Your horrible pleasure. Here I stand your slave,
A poor, infirm, weak, and despis’d old man.
But yet I call you servile ministers,
That will with two pernicious daughters join
Your high-engender’d battles ‘gainst a head
So old and white as this! O! O! ’tis foul!

Storm Eunice – Bad & beautiful
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Sat March 5th

10am

Book Swap coffee morning

Sat March 12th

6.30pm

Sausage Sizzle Quiz

Sat March 26th

2pm

Jumble Sale (note change of date – see below)

Sat April 2nd

10am

Book Swap coffee morning

Sunday June 5th

Queen's Jubilee bar-b-q lunch

Sunday July 31st

Village Flower Show

JUMBLE SALE
Sat March 26th
Opens 2pm
Please bring your
jumble between 10am
and 12am on that day.

FLOWER SHOW

Sunday July 31st
Seed potatoes for the potato growing competition will be available for
collection outside Rectory Gardens from April 1st
This year there is no sunflower competition. We will be
looking for the highest hollyhock in your garden
fiddingtonnews@gmail.com

Deadline
for the April 2022
Issue is

Weather Wordsearch
Answers: tornado, cyclone,
flood, storm, temperature,
ice, snow, hail, rainfall,
cloud, wind, hurricane,
sunshine, rainbow, gale,
drought, frost, fog

March 25th

Please send articles/photos/letters by
email or by post to
Juliet Harkness
Redwood, Whitnell, TA5 1JE
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