Wisteria at Shangri-la
We are grateful to Hinkley Point B Power Station, EDF Energy, for printing this Newsletter

Village Hall Committee News
Chairman’s Note
In these days of lock down, your committee are keeping an eye on the hall and make sure that it
doesn't feel lonely without us!
More seriously, on behalf of everybody who are receiving such kindness and help - thank you.
We all live in a lovely village populated by kind friendly people. We are all very lucky.
So, here's to us all getting together again - a bit closer than 2 metres!
Keep well and safe, "Lovely Fiddington Folk"!
Robin Kinahan
(Chair of the Village Hall Committee)
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St Martin of Tours, Fiddington
During these unprecedented times the Church of England has decided that all
church buildings must be closed. Very sadly this has meant that there are no
services. Nicky ,our Rector, says the daily offices and our community will be
held in those prayers. The lack of services will have caused distress to many, especially as we have just had the
Festival of Easter, such a very important time in the Christian Calendar. Our lovely church was not decked out
in all the beautiful flowers as it usually is but the message of Easter is still the same, Christ Is Risen, a perfect
message for our time; peace, hope and renewal. This is what is wished for all from St Martin’s, a better time
and a better world ahead.
There is a box in the church porch for any prayer requests you may have. These will be read each day. If
anyone would like access to the church at any time, please contact Paul Matthews (732175)to see if it is
possible.
In the event of anyone needing to arrange a funeral then please contact the Rector, Revd Nicky Morgan
(732873). If this proves difficult for any reason then contact Paul Matthews.During these uncertain and difficult
times spiritual support for most of us is very necessary. There is a special prayer for the time of Covid-19 on the
church porch door and on the notice boards at Fiddington, Whitnell and Coultings. Also, the Church of England
website has a daily prayer plus a video of the Archbishop Justin Welby’s service for Easter Day. ‘A Church near
You’ website shows churches near and far who are live streaming services and Utube and Facebook also have
many services to be accessed.
All activities have stopped so, sadly, the Classic Car Fest and the Soup Lunches are now postponed until further
notice. We have no idea how long this will go on for so we just hope for the best for the August Bank Holiday
Strawberry Tea .
Thank you to all those who came to the Sausage Supper-our last get together for the time being. It was much
appreciated that so many came and it was a great night. The 200 Club draw took place on the evening and the
lucky winners were:
Martin Cook of Spaxton who won £30 and Mr and Mrs John Pearce of Stogursey who
won £50.

*NB The Chair of Fiddington Village Hall says: “in late June or early July a decision will be taken on
whether the Show is to go ahead, by which time we'll know government guidelines/ regulations.”
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M

n starer

Hi all.
There is a comet in the sky at the moment, it’s called Atlas and it is just visible with binoculars.
With bins in hand go out at about 9pm ish and find Venus....it’s the brightest thing in the night sky so
you can’t miss it, look towards the west and look up and there she is!
Now directly above Venus is a constellation called Auriga, it sort of looks like a house. In the right hand
corner of the constellation is a bright star called Capella and if you scan your binoculars up in a straight
line from those two points you might see a fuzzy patch of light, that my friends is comet Atlas.
At the moment it is travelling toward the sun.
It will be pulled around the sun by its gravity and flung back outinto the depths of space.
Atlas orbits the sun, like we do, it takes about 365 days for the earth to make one trip around the sun;
for Atlas it takes 2,768 years to do the same.
Comets are made up of water ice and pulverised rock.
They formed at the same time as the planets but never grew to any great size, doomed to wander the
solar system until after many encounters with the sun they simply melt away.
Here’s an interesting fact, I possibly use the word ‘interesting’ loosely....you be the judge......
With every encounter with our sun, an amount of the ice on the surface of a comet melts away
releasing some of the crushed rock. The crushed rock carries on orbiting the sun and every now and
again the orbit of the earth intersects the orbit of the dust and rock. When the orbits intersect, the
dust and rock enters earths atmosphere and burns up - forming shooting stars!
I will just say that the photo on the right is of comet Atlas, this is what your after, not a shooting
star. The photo was taken by a very large telescope. I don’t want any of you being disappointed and
throwing rotten tomatoes at me in the street when you don’t see a massive green splodge in the sky.
It’s worth scanning the area of space inside the constellation with your binoculars because there are
some lovely star clusters.
Good luck and keep safe.

Steve Page

www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk
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Bumper British Breeds Wordsearch
Can you find 14 British Cattle breeds in the grid?
Some will be more than one word long. (Answers on the Back Page)
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Q:What has 4 legs and says
‘Boo’?
A:A cow with a cold
Q:Where do milkshakes come
from?
A:Excited cows
Q:How does a farmer count
his herd?
A:With a cowculator
Q:Where do Russians get their
milk
A:From Mos-cow!
Q:When do you know it’s time
for cows to go to sleep?
A:When It’s pasture bedtime
Q:Why do cows lie down in
the rain
A:To keep each udder dry
Q: What do you call cattle with
a sense of humour?
A: Laughing stock.
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OUR RESPONSE TO THE COVID-19 CRISIS
Since the start of the Covid-19 crisis we have helped roughly 65% more people than the same time last year. This
is inline with national trends. This translates into giving food to about 150 people on the days we are open –
Monday, Wednesday and Friday. We reckon half are children. We don’t have precise statistics yet, because our
manager, who like all of us is a volunteer, is more than a tiny bit busy!
We are managing to weather the storm.
Some of our volunteers have had to stand down due to age or medical conditions. Others have stepped in and the
37 Club and the Salvation Army are doing deliveries to those who can’t or shouldn’t come to the Foodbank.
We are coping with the food supply situation, due to some extraordinary generosity. We have received donations
from £2 to £500, all the local Masonic lodges have sent donations and we have received one or two small grants.
Food donations have increased, and the local supermarkets have been very supportive. A local dairy delivered a
pallet of UHT milk, Morrisons donated a mixed pallet of food and B&M summoned our manager and handed
him a £1500 credit and told him to get shopping!
All this kindness has given us a cushion to cope with what we think will be a long period of considerably
increased demand. Also, we don’t expect demand to return to what it was once restrictions are eased. If there is a
U-shaped recovery from this crisis, those who have lost their jobs won’t get them back in a hurry.
Of course, a few of our clients have drug problems or are irresponsible. We are quite good at weeding out those
who abuse the system. However, the vast majority are genuine and are in real difficulties.
To everybody who has given money or food – thank you.

Daniel’s 2.6 Challenge!

Well Done Daniel!

Lots of people all over the country today (Sunday 26th
April)are taking part in a 2.6 challenge, raising money for
charity. Daniel Watson has just skipped NON STOP on his
trampoline for 26 minutes! He is hoping to raise a small
amount of money for charity. His chosen charities are The
RNLI & The Isle of Wight Donkey Sanctuary.
The RNLI is a charity close to our hearts.
We visit the Isle of Wight quite often (I lived there for 10
years, and Daniel’s Godparents are there). We always visit
the Donkey Sanctuary. It is open all year round and does
not charge an entrance fee, but asked for a small donation.
We heard, over the Easter period that it was struggling
financially. Daniel decided that he would donate his Easter
money to them as well as the money that he had saved up
from selling some of his old toys! He has adopted a donkey
called ‘Coco’! He can’t wait to go and see him once this is all
over!! If, and only IF you feel that you would like to donate
a small amount of money to his chosen charities he would
be extremely grateful.
Please contact:

www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk
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Editor’s Post Box
An important PS to article on Page 7 from our village Lepidoterist:

This butterfly - Female (no orange tips) Orange Tip - sat resting on our conservatory mat for
ages this week. We have not noticed these in the past. Whether this is because we do not stand still
long enough to be so observant (!) or it is not usual for the area, I do not know. Heather Hawley

Good souls,
It is becoming apparent that the rough grass surround
to the village hall is the basis of a population of
Wall Brown butterflies, the spring brood of which has
now come onto the wing.
This is an increasingly scarce species, sadly,
but we have a population here in Fiddington.
I have just been over to tend the buckthorns
(vital addition to the local butterfly scene...),
and thereby came upon two male Wall Browns
having quite one of the most aggressive, competitive and sustained sparring matches that I have been
privileged to behold for a long time. Wonderful!
Such vigour in the world of the wild! They circled and spiralled, no doubt throwing punches, up into the
air and over the roof of the hall, and round the walls and back over the roof,repeated several times and
for several minutes, before charging off together over to the church and beyond. Now the wall is the
important bit of turf, so to speak (in the wild, it would be a cliff). Control of the wall means that, sooner
or later, a female will happen along. That's why it's called a Wall Brown.
What's more, it is becoming apparent that the rough grass surround of the village hall is the basis of
this population of what is in danger of becoming a rare butterfly in this country. That sun-warmed
rough grass sustains the developing caterpillars, which are grass-feeders. So, a vital lesson: the rough
section, perhaps so offensive to the urban human eye, is in fact an important wildlife niche. We need
to maintain it!
So I hope that there are no plans to tidy up!
Look out for solitary butterfly basking in the afternoon sunshine against a suitable wall. I have informed
Butterfly Conservation of this population.

Best wishes,

Rod Cole.

All Posts and replies welcome:Ed

Meals Delivered to you!
The Cottage Inn are offering Fish n Chips on
Fridays and Roasts on Sundays.

thecottage-inn@btconnect.com
If you cannot access the internet then
message or call and leave a message on
07379520552
www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk
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From the Village Cook’s Kitchen…
Penne with Asparagus and cream
Serves 4.
Trim off and throw away the woody ends of the asparagus
- after trimming you should have about 200 g of spears.
Cut them diagonally in to pieces roughly the same size as
the pasta.
Blanch the spears in boiling salted water for 2 minutes
and the tips for just 1 minute
.
Immediately after blanching drain the asparagus spears
and tips and rinse in cold water and set aside.
Cook the pasta according to the instructions on the
packet.
Meanwhile put the butter and the cream in a medium
saucepan, add salt and pepper to taste and bring to the
boil. Simmer for a few minutes until the cream reduces
and thickens, then add the asparagus, white wine,and
about half of the cheese. Taste for seasoning, and keep
on a low heat.
Drain the pasta when cooked and tip it into a warmed
bowl. Pour the sauce over the pasta, sprinkle with the
herbs and toss well. Serve immediately topped with the
remaining Parmesan

Ingredients
1 bunch of fresh young asparagus (
slender stems) 250 / 300 g or 9-11 oz
350 g penne or rigatoni
25g butter
200mls double cream
30 mls dry white wine
90 - 150 g freshly grated Parmesan
30 g ( 2 teaspoons) freshly chopped
herbs such as basil, parsley, chervil,
marjoram and oregano
salt and freshly ground black pepper.

Master of Wine recommends....
All that cream needs a wine with plenty of acidity.
So not, please not Pinot grigio! A Pecorino or a Gavi
will have the freshness and light flavours to go with
this. Pecorino wines come from the SW Italian hills
and have a nice floral fresh taste. Sainsbury Taste the
Difference (TTD) at £7 is decent. Gavi wines can
easily be mistaken for a Chablis – light, spicy and
fresh. Again Sainsbury TTD is pleasant at £9.

www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk
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Locked down
with butterflies all around

Fiddington’s fragments of wilderness do us proud when it comes to the fascinations of nature, if you care to seek
them out. Moreover, you can have quite a larf at times. After a fairly generous portion of exercise time,
tramping the local paths, Jenny and I were just heading for the gate beside the village hall when, almost with one
voice, we exclaimed to each other.
“Look! There’s a Wall!”
A well-known local artist happened to be passing, the other side of the wall, on his way into the hall. Much
excitement our side of the wall, a certain amount of puzzlement on his: “Uh?”
We bent forward, the better to get a good view of the Wall. The artist edged closer (in these dangerous times),
curious about this enthusiasm for walls. There are, after all, quite a few walls around Fiddington.
“It’s a male! I told you I saw a Wall two days ago!” triumphed Jenny.
Incredulity, curiosity, mounting concern about sanity were breaking out, the other side of the wall. Explanation
was needed, before he headed off to spread the word.
“It’s a Wall Brown – a butterfly,” we explained. The artist sought a view.
“Where?”
But the Wall had flown away. There was only a wall to be seen. Walls can’t fly, but Walls can.

(editor: See PS in Postbag!)

RamScones

Rod Cole

200c.....180fan...
400f....
gas Mark 6.

Wild Garlic Scones.

Ingredients:
500g self raising flour.
100 g chilled butter.
1 teaspoon baking powder
( even though you have
used self raising)
125g grated cheddar.
50g. grated Parmesan .
100g wild garlic leaves.
I teaspoon English mustard(
powder)
200 ml milk plus a little for
brushing.
2 large eggs.

Method.
Dust baking sheet with flour. Sieve the two flours. Combine flour, baking powder, rub in butter. Add cheese,
garlic,mustard and mix.Whisk eggs and milk, leave approx 1 tablespoon in jug to brush over the scones before
they go into the oven. Remember to use a flat knife or small spatula to mix. Finish with your hands but not
kneading.
When making scones I always pat with my hands and do not use the rolling pin.
You will need a thickness 2.5 cms ( but whichever you prefer) cut with a ring or as the photograph I cut mine in
triangles. Brush the tops and scatter a little more cheese if you wish. Bake for 12-14 minutes.
I introduced the Parmesan for a little extra kick. Unfortunately the wild garlic is not at its best now. You can still
pick but the flavour may not be quite as good. The best is before it flowers.

From Ruth Brazier

www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk

Page 9

Poets’ Postcript
Looking Forward.

.

Blossom and growth everywhere.
Spring does not have a care .
It cannot know a virus is here.
All is beautiful at this time of year.
Look around,appreciate what we have.
This village makes us all feel glad.
The community spirit from afar.
We realise just how lucky we are.
The day will come when we get together.
Even if it is awful weather.
We can celebrate, that we have got
through.
Keep well, keep safe, God bless all of
you.
Ruth Brazier

A Tweet from Pam Ayres.....

At last, we have a cure for all!
Ailments large and ailments small,
Good health is not beyond my reach,
If I inject myself with bleach.
Radiant, I’ll prance along,
Every trace of limescale gone,
With disinfectant as my friend,
Like Trump, I’m clean around the bend.

fiddingtonnews@gmail.com

Deadline for the June Newsletter is

Monday 25th May

Ed: Escape with Richard Brazier’s lovely pastel

Summer by John Clare (1864)
Come we to the summer, to the summer we will
come,
For the woods are full of bluebells and the hedges
full of bloom,
And the crow is on the oak a-building of her nest,
And love is burning diamonds in my true lover's
breast;
She sits beneath the whitethorn a-plaiting of her hair,
And I will to my true lover with a fond request repair;
I will look upon her face, I will in her beauty rest,
And lay my aching weariness upon her lovely breast.
The clock-a-clay is creeping on the open bloom of
May,
The merry bee is trampling the pinky threads all day,
And the chaffinch it is brooding on its grey mossy
nest
In the whitethorn bush where I will lean upon my
lover's breast;
I'll lean upon her breast and I'll whisper in her ear
That I cannot get a wink o'sleep for thinking of my

dear;
I hunger at my meat and I daily fade away
Like the hedge rose that is broken in the heat of the
day.

Please keep articles short and sweet and send
your thougths to

Editor’s Post Box
email as above or in writing to:

Juliet Harkness
Redwood,Whitnell,
BRIDGWATER TA5 1JE

Bumper British Breeds Wordsearch Answers:
Aberdeen Angus, Belted Galloway, Ayrshire,
Highland, Shetland, Dexter, Ruby Red Devon,
Longhorn,Shorthorn, Jersey, Guernsey, Hereford,
Sussex, White Park
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