We are grateful to Hinkley Point B Power Station, EDF, for printing this Newsletter

Village Hall Committee News
Chairman’s Introduction
Thank you to everybody who made the Jumble Sale such a success, either by helping on
the day or donating items. Final figures show that the sale raised £550-19p - a great
result and a very useful addition to hall funds.
The new playground equipment is working well and it's good to see the home education
group of children using it so happily (and noisily!).
There weren't many people at the April Book Swap coffee morning, which was a pity.
The One of May 7th will have a "Bring and Buy" plant sale, with proceeds going to a
Ukraine charity. Many of us have surplus plants at the moment, so please come along
with the plants and enjoy a coffee and biscuits with fellow villagers.
Robin Kinahan

(Chair of the Village Hall Committee)
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Jubilee Portraits of Our Parish?
An extract from a letter received and forwarded by Tina Gardener at the Parish Council:
At the end of the First World War, Joseph Henry Warner, journalist with the Western Gazette
newspaper, put out an appeal for essays detailing the contribution parishes had made to the war effort.
172 of these returns survive at the Somerset Heritage Centre and provide amazing detail on the
county’s war effort, all of them proving to be a very valuable resource for those conducting research for
the First World War centenary.
Just over 100 years later in this Platinum Jubilee year the Somerset Archives and Local Studies Service,
part of the South West Heritage Trust, are putting out a similar appeal to ask you to send us portraits of
your parish, something which will mark your parish’s place at this unique moment in history and to
provide future generations of Somerset with information on our communities.
We aren’t looking for a history of the parish, we have lots of that already, but a snapshot of your parish
today, a celebration of what makes your parish special in 2022. Things which you may wish to include
could be:









Local shops and business
Services and facilities
Clubs, societies, and village past times
Schools and pre-schools
Environmental initiatives
Modern day traditions
The effect of the Covid-19 Pandemic on your community, and how has your community come together to
support each other
How your parish is marking the Jubilee

We are happy to receive your portrait as an essay, as a scrapbook, or a combination of the two –
surprise us! If you are including photographs please label and date them where possible and please do
not include any personal information such as addresses as we wish to make them available for
research. We would also ask that the copyright of all the content, including photographs, be transferred
to the South West Heritage Trust and for the portraits to be gifted to us.
Our five favourite portraits will be featured on the South West Heritage Trust website and on our social
media pages.

Bring or post your submissions to: Accessions Archivist, Somerset Heritage Centre, Brunel
Way, Norton Fitzwarren, Taunton, TA2 6SF, or email to somersetarchives@swheritage.org.uk,
and please submit them by the end of July 2022.
We would really love your parish to take part to help paint a picture of Somerset to mark the Platinum
Jubilee year, and to give credit to your community and all that it does and achieves.
Please do contact us if you have any questions and we look forward to receiving your Jubilee Parish Portraits.
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Sunday Services for St Martins,
Fiddington for May 2022
In these times of high Covid transmission it is strongly advised
that you wear a mask for church services.
Hand sanitiser will still be available.

At present the Eucharist is shared by intinction of the wafer in the wine by the priest which is then
handed to the communicant.

Sunday May 1st Eucharist 9am
Sunday May 8th Eucharist 9am
Sunday May 15th Eucharist (BCP) 9am
Sunday May 22nd Joint Benefice service at East Quantoxhead at 10.30am
Sunday May 29th Joint Benefice Service for 5th Sunday at Stringston at 10.30am

200 Club –March Draw
The April draw was made at the Village Hall Book Swap and Coffee
Morning held on Saturday 2nd April. The two lucky draw winners
were:

£30 – No 164: Jane Zambra
£50 – No 237: Dawn Hamblin

The Marion Evered Trust
Winners of the latest 200 draw are :
103 Courtney Barrow - £20, 101 Lisa White - £10, 114 Heidi Chappel - £5
The Easter bingo will have been held by the time this newsletter post goes out, I will update as to
how it went next month.

Dates for your Diary
July 16th /17 th Charity cricket weekend in conjunction with Over Stowey CC
23rd July Coffee Morning, Hawkridge road, Bridgwater.
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Report from Fiddington PC
We held our last Parish Council meeting later than usual on 29 March 2022, which is why it wasn’t
reported in the April edition
th

We were pleased to co-opt Greg Doyle on to the Parish Council to fill the vacancy we have had for the
last 6 months. Greg was warmly welcomed and his past experience as a Parish Council will be most
useful.
The Parish Council elections are taking place on 5th May although not for Fiddington as only 5
nominations were received for 5 councillor positions. There will still be elections for the new County
Council.
Planning application 28/22/00001 was received for a request for Environment Impact Assessment (EIA)
Screening Opinion for the formation of 163 pitches for caravans and associated leisure facilities to be
used by Hinkley Point (HPC) workers at Mill Farm Caravan Park. SDC Response - having undertaken a
Screening Opinion and conclude that the proposed development, whilst falling with the definition of a
Schedule 2 project under Paragraph 12 (c) and 12 (e) of Schedule 2 of the EIA Regulations (2017), does
not constitute ‘EIA development’ in the context of these regulations. However, taking into account the
advice of Natural England, a Habitats Regulation Assessment (HRA) will be necessary to assess risks
caused by the loss of pasture, and consequently invertebrates as prey for bats foraging from the Exmoor
& Quantock Oakwoods SAC and to assess risks to any Great Crested Newts that may be present on the
site.
Mr D Buller explained the purpose of this application and made clear that this application was not for
planning permission for the additional 163 pitches. A number of comments were raised including the
consideration of employing a planning consultant to assist with the response.
After consideration of the current bank balances and the committed expenditure for next year,
councillors agreed in principle to set aside a budget of up to £1,000 to be used for a planning consultant.
A public meeting was held on 14 April to discuss the possible expansion of Mill Farm and was well
attended and an action group committee was formed.
th

28/21/00009 – No decision has yet been made by SDC on the change of use of part of nursery to
landscape maintenance yard and stores at Keenthorne Nurseries. Serious concerns have been raised
regarding the length of time it is taking SDC to make a decision and that activities are continuing on site
without any permission. We have been informed that certain activities currently taking place on the site
will not be allowed and the applicant is reviewing the application.
South West Heritage is compiling a Local Heritage List to record heritage assets, the scheme will give
special locally listed status to distinctive and noteworthy buildings, sites and monuments. If you have any
suggestions, please forward them to the clerk.
Our next meeting will be the Annual meeting of the Parish Council to be held on Tuesday 17 May 2022
at 7.00pm and will be followed by the Annual Parish meeting at 8.00pm in Fiddington Village Hall.
th

Tina Gardener
Clerk to Fiddington Parish Council
clerk@fiddington-pc.org.uk
www.fiddington-pc.org.uk
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from Spring …
to
Summer

Bluebells at Cothelstone by Juliet Harkness

Exhibition Postponed

The view from Barton’s farm with the Quantocks in the distance
By Richard Brazier

Stowey Gardeners

“The Quantocks and Other Images”
The Art exhibition that was due to start
this weekend in Nether Stowey has
been postponed until July- watch this
space for details!

Diary 2022
19 May
20 May

A new season of talks and outings for 2022
 If you love gardens or gardening
 Enjoy hearing about or visiting beautiful gardens
 Want to pick up lots of tips or add to your garden
knowledge
 Enjoy a social gathering of enthusiasts
 Like listening to experts on a wide variety of gardening
subjects…..

then come and join our monthly club!
We meet at the Church Centre, St. Mary’s Street, Nether
Stowey. TA5 1LJ
every 3rd Thursday of the month at 7.00 for 7.30

9 June

21 July
2 August
12 August
15 September

22 September

20 October

Come as a visitor to try us out. £5 for a talk including tea/coffee
& cakes and there is a raffle and garden table too. Annual
membership is £20. Car sharing available for visits.
Contact Lucy Haswell, Secretary. Phone: 01278 671289 or
email: shbassoon@aol.com
website: https://sites.google.com/site/stoweygardeners

25 October

17 November

15 December

www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk

Talk. Gardening – a very
British tradition. Margie Hoffnung
Car visit. Westbrook House,
West Bradley, Glastonbury BA6 8LS
Car visit. Stoberry Park, Wells
BA5 3LD and Milton Lodge
Gardens, Old Bristol Road, Wells
BA5 3AQ
Talk. Climate Friendly
Gardening. Sally Morgan
Car visit. Old Orchard,
Goathurst, TA5 2DF
MEMBERS’ SUMMER GARDEN
PARTY
Talk. The Year Round Bulb
Garden. Lady Christine
Skelmersdale
Car visit. Little Yarford
Farmhouse, Kingston St Mary,
Taunton TA2 8AN
Talk. Planning your New Build
Garden. Julie Haylock, Sandhurst
Garden Design
Car visit. Sherborne Castle
Gardens, New Rd, Sherborne,
Dorset DT9 5N
Talk. Making the Most of a
Small Garden. Sue Fisher
MEMBERS’ CHRISTMAS PARTY
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FYI. . .
what3words

What3words is a proprietary geocode system designed to identify any location with a
resolution of about 3 metres. It is owned by What3words Limited, based in London, England.
The system encodes geographic coordinates into three permanently fixed dictionary words.
For example, the front door of 10 Downing Street in London is identified by ///slurs.this.shark.

Editor: The above was what I found on my phone and, as I didn’t understand it, I asked someone in the
village who could put it clearly and simply for me – Thank you Heather!
Have you heard of what3words? It is an identifier of your location which you can use
from a laptop, iPad or phone, from anywhere in the world. Living in such a rural area,
sometimes it can be difficult to explain to people or the emergency services, where you are.
All emergency services can use these 3 words to identify your location. You can give the
words to anyone and they can tap your words into the app and then it will give directions to
the location.
If you can download any apps on your tech, then you can use this system.
Basically, you open the app, tap on the map as to where you are, where someone needs
help, or on the identifier marking your location. This will then give you 3 words that will
identify where you are in the world, for anyone who needs it. It is particularly good for rural
areas, and, for example, villages like ours where the houses do not have numbers. Here is
the link....
https://what3words.com/products/what3words-app

Heather Hawley

I can confirm that we have the following dates
booked in for fireworks at Quantock Lakes in 2022.
As noted previously we will aim to fire before 10.30pm
to ensure disruption is kept to a minimum. I will
update this list and recirculate if additional dates are
added or removed.
Tuesday 3rd May 2022
Thursday 19th May 2022
Saturday 21st May 2022
Saturday 2nd July 2022
Saturday 5th November 2022
Kind Regards
Naomi
www.quantocklakes.com

www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk
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Scampi Provencal
4 servings ( this is quite an old recipe, so the portions are quite small, 3 is a better quantity)
1lb /450g large prawns, shelled
1 small onion, chopped
1 large clove of garlic, crushed
1 small can tomatoes ( chopped or whole)
2 oz /50g butter
1 teaspoon plain flour
2oz / 50g mushrooms
1/4 pint/150mls dry white wine
1bay leaf
1 sprig parsley + 3 tablespoons chopped parsley

Sweat the chopped onion and the garlic in 1 oz /25g of butter, add the chopped
mushroom stalks, then stir in the flour. Pour on the canned tomatoes, add the wine with the bay
leaf and sprig of parsley.
Season and simmer for at least 20 minutes. Saute the prawns lightly in the remaining butter
with the sliced mushroom caps, for a few minutes, then add to the sauce and simmer
gently before serving with the chopped parsley.
Soak up the juices with either rice, warm french bread or garlic bread.

Our Master of Wine recommends . . . .
Try a rose with this. France is the largest and probably the best rose producer.
There are loads of generally dry styles. The classics are from Provence, which are
dominated by the strawberry and spice flavours of the Grenache grape. Try
Sainsbury’s Taste the difference Cote de Provence Rose (£8.50) or the Vielle Ferme
Rose (7.50). The Loire is another great producer. The nicest are from Touraine,
with fresh cherry & plum flavours. Sainsbury (£6)

www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk
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Songbird Wordsearch
Can you find 18 well-known songbirds in the grid?
Answers on the back page
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Sunday June 5th 2022
12.30






Free glass of fizz on arrival
Otherwise BYO booze/drinks
Burgers, hot dogs and vegetarian hot dogs £3.50 each
Salads & Puddings (free)
Childrens’ games
 3 special Raffle prizes – (proceeds to Charity) a selection case of
wine, a side of smoked salmon and a large tin of sweets
No Tickets but please email Jane Zambra with numbers to help with catering:

janezambra1@gmail.com

M

n Gazer

I’m sure most of you have heard of the Hubble space telescope, launched in 1990. The photographs it has taken
have shown the world what an incredibly beautiful place our universe is. Sadly the Hubble space telescope is now
rather an old girl, her internal systems are beginning to fail and soon she will not be able to function.
But fear not for we have new eyes on the universe……On Christmas day 2021, whilst I was supposed to be helping
my wife prepare Christmas dinner for our family (we laugh about it now), I watched the launch of a new generation
of space telescope via the NASA website. It’s called the James Webb space telescope. It is considerably larger than
the Hubble space telescope but that’s not the only thing that’s different about it.
Hubble used visible light to see objects the same way that our eyes do, but the James Webb uses infrared light or
heat as we call it. The reason for this is because space is not completely see-through, it contains large clouds of dust
left over from exploding stars. This dust won’t let visible light through but infrared can get through the dust clouds
enabling us to see what’s behind them.
James Webb‘s ability to see in infrared will also allow scientists to study some of the first galaxies ever created, 13
billion years ago. They are so far away and their light has taken such an incredibly long time to get to us that the
structure of the light itself has changed from visible to infrared. James Webb will be able to capture this infrared
light creating photographs that can be viewed by us all.
The rocket carrying James Webb that left earth on Christmas day was flying at 24000 miles an hour and took a
whole month to reach its destination. By late May this year you will be able to go onto the NASA website, follow
the link to the James Webb page and there you will see the photographs the telescope is taking. This will be the first
time these objects will have ever been viewed.
….You’ll be glad to hear that no Christmas dinner was harmed in the pursuit of this scientific knowledge!

Steve Page
www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk
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Saturday May 7th 10am

Book Swap coffee morning and
Bring & Buy Plant Sale (see below)

Sunday May 15th 11am

Marquee erection – (see below)

Saturday June 4th 10am

Book Swap

Sunday June 5th
Saturday July 3rd 10am

Queen’s Jubilee BBQ lunch
(see previous page)
Book Swap

Sunday July 31st

Village Flower Show

fiddingtonnews@gmail.com

Help Please!

May 25th

On Sunday
May15th at 11am
We need strong
people to assist
with the marquee
erection -

Deadline
for the May 2022
Issue is

Please send articles/photos/letters by
email or by post to
Juliet Harkness
Redwood, Whitnell, TA5 1JE

Bring & Buy

PLANT SALE
Saturday May 7th
10am
Bring all your extras
and buy a few more in
aid of an
Ukrainian Charity

Songbird Wordsearch
Answers: thrush, robin, wren (2 -because
they are small?), cuckoo, blackbird,
chaffinch, woodpecker, goldfinch, dunnock,
nightingale, nuthatch, goldcrest, blackcap,
chiffchaff, dove, skylark, brambling, tit
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