
 
 

                                                             www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk      
 

          Page 1 

 

 
   
   

 
              

        

      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
   

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

    
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

We are grateful to Hinkley Point B Power Station, EDF, for printing this Newsletter 

Village Hall Committee News 
 
Chairman’s introduction 
 
   Hello everyone 
.   
 
  
I hope you’re enjoying the sunshine and long may it continue. 
 
 The book swap will be held on Saturday May 6th, the same day as the Coronation which 
  will be showing on the big screen.  So, come and enjoy coffee and biscuits and watch the 
 Show.. 
 
 We then have the coronation celebrations continuing at Fiddington Village Hall on Sunday the 7th 

 at 12:30 where there will be live music and a BBQ.( *SEE BELOW) 

 
 Please contact Heather on 07887 684245 if you require any tickets. 
 
    All the best 

    
   James U’Dell 
        
  (Chair of the Village Hall Committee)         
             www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk 
  

    
 
 
 

          

Dates for the Diary    
on the back Page 

 

 

*BYO wine/drinks and glasses 
 (plastic tumblers available) 
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     Editor’s Note 
 

Once again, my thanks to our 

regular stalwarts for their 

contributions to this newsletter. 

I’m really grateful for any 

photos and news items when they 

come in.      I NEED MORE! 
If you fancy writing a short 

article  on ANY topic from Places to 

Visit/Favourite walks/Eating 

out/Hobbies/Poems/Nature/ 

Gardening Tips/Travel/Art& Craft 

ideas – the list is endless-  PLEASE 

send them to me.  

And send in your photos too please. 

I hope you’ll take lots on 

Coronation Day and then share 

them with readers. Don’t be shy! 

 

fiddingtonnews@gmail.com 
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200 Club – Draw Results 
 

This month’s draw was made at the April Book Swap in 
the Village Hall. The winning 

tickets were: 
 
  £30 – No 131: Nancy Small 
 
  £50 – No 127: Freda Day 
   
 

Sunday Services for St Martins, Fiddington for May 2023: 

 
Communion is now back to normal with the shared cup. 

Sunday May 7th            Eucharist 9am 

Sunday May 14th          Eucharist 9am 

Sunday May 21st          Eucharist 9am 

Sunday May 28th          Benefice Service at 10.30am ( likely venue is East Quantoxshead but this will be 
confirmed on the noticeboard in the village) 

 

    Report from Fiddington PC 
 
Our last parish council meeting was held on the later date of 28th March and so missed the April 
newsletter. 

 A new planning application 28/23/00004 for the installation of a dormer window to the annex 
roof at Little Whitnell Cottage was unanimously supported. 

 Application 28/22/00003 for the development of 58 additional touring pitches and the 
continued use of 53 existing pitches for HPC workers at Mill Farm was granted at a SDC 
Development Committee meeting held on 7th March. 
 
At our meeting Wayne Hawley resigned as a parish councillor. Wayne has been a great asset to 
the council, he was a very supportive and effective councillor. This has created a vacancy. The 
statutory notice has been put on the notice boards and there were no requests for an election 
so, we will be able to co-opt a councillor at our meeting to be held on 25th May. 
 
If you are interested in becoming a councillor, please contact the clerk (details below) by 19th May. 
 
Our next meeting is the Annual meeting of the Parish Council and will be held at 7.00pm on 
Thursday 25th May in Fiddington Village Hall, this will be followed at 8.00pm by the Annual 
Parish meeting 
 
 
Tina Gardener 
Clerk to Fiddington Parish Council 
clerk@fiddington-pc.org.uk 
www.fiddington-pc.org.uk 
01278 652642 
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An unpleasant case of deliberate and determined vandalism 
It was while Wayne Hawley was tractor-mowing the village meadow on 4th April that he came upon the freshly-

damaged Bird Cherry tree.  It is – or possibly was – one of those young trees provided by Somerset Council and 
planted by village volunteers last year.  

 
 
 

Sickeningly, this was not just a case of casual passing vandalism involving snapping a vulnerable young tree.  
Whoever did it was pretty determined, making two cuts to weaken the quite stout stem before then bending the 
remaining wood.  It had clearly been done within the previous day or two, by a vandal who came appropriately 
equipped. 

 
 

A repair has been attempted, strapping the stricken tree to a couple of hazel poles and applying grafting wax to 
the wound.  Whether this works remains to be seen.  The alternative will be to remove the broken material and look 
to the stark bole to produce lateral growth from dormant buds.  That could in time produce a reasonable shrub. 

Several years of painstaking nurture and implicit public expenditure have almost been brought to nought – but 
here’s hoping that the repair will work.  The waxed patch shows where the damage had been done.  We need to 
keep an eye on our other young trees, which include both beech and hornbeam.  

Rod Cole and Paul Matthews 
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Angie Cares 
  

If you are looking for a care provider look 
no further. 
Whatever your need is, full care or just 
someone to shop or take you to 
appointments. 
I have over 30 years of experience in 
providing care and supporting people to 
live independently in their own homes. 
Please contact me if you think I can 
support you in any way. 

Contact Details 
Mobile. 07966694412 
Email. AngieCares@mail.com 
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In Praise of the Orange-tip Butterfly! 

 

Butterflies are very much on the back foot – this is known. 
Their numbers have been steadily declining, calling for far more 
determined efforts to do something about it. Folk are keen to help, 
and increasing attention is given to maintaining gardens with 
nectar-rich flowers – and in some instances careful thought can 
help in boosting the breeding success by allowing the caterpillars’ 
foodplants to prosper. 

In and around Fiddington a particular opportunity exists by 
planting and encouraging what is a native hedgerow plant anyway 
– Jack-by-the-Hedge. It is plentiful enough in the right places, and 
often grows among the Sheep’s Parsley which adorns the verges in 
May. 

Disastrously for the Orange-tip butterfly, when the verges are 
mown their maturing caterpillars are mangled up in the process, so 
that in the subsequent spring there are precious few of the 
butterflies on the wing. 

This can so easily be sorted out! Apart from hoping that a 
countryside-sensitive tractor-driver will get an eye for the plants 
and their importance in the order of things, we can so easily help 
by allowing space for Jack-by-the-Hedge in our gardens and bits of 
wayside, especially if we appreciate that a year-long commitment 
is needed.  

Here’s why. 
The butterfly flies only in April-May each year. The eggs are laid 

singly on the foodplant, and there is a wonderful business whereby 
the developing caterpillar concentrates on eating the flowers and 
especially a seedpod or two, relying on its brilliant camouflage to 
disguise its presence along the length of the seedpod. So easily 
missed! 

By the end of May it is ready to pupate, producing yet another 
miracle of disguise in terms of the shape and colour of the pupa – 
the more so as the colour changes as the herbage withers and 
browns in the heat of summer. The pupa might be formed on the 
foodplant, or in an adjacent hedge. It remains there for ten 
months or so, unable to move of course.  

So vulnerable! But if we resist the temptation to be forever 
tidying, the creature will be in with a chance. So get your eye in for 
this beautiful butterfly and especially its foodplant. Only the male 
has the orange tips to its forewings – the females are superficially 
like so many other white butterflies. 

Oh, and marvel at the underwings of these insects! Brilliantly, 
they resemble the Sheep’s Parsley flowers, to the degree that very 
often the butterflies roost in dull weather on them, blending in 
perfectly. 

If you want help in sourcing the foodplant, let me know. 
 
       Rod Cole. 

 
Fresh pupa 

 
larvae 

 
Orange-tip male 
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The Marion Evered Trust 
We had a busy Easter weekend with the 
charity tractor run on Easter Sunday and 66 
tractors plus a few other vehicles enjoying a 
brilliant route taking in the local scenery and 
raising over £1500 and 
also a well attended Easter Bingo on Monday 
raising just over £600.  
 
Thank you to all who helped and participated in 
these events. 

Latest 200 club winners were: 
Feb £20 Diana Evans £10 Angela U Dell £5 Paul 
Crossland 
Mar £20 Arthur Barrow £10 Pauline Barrow £5 
Jack Guilding 
 

Dates for your Diary 
July 15th -16th Big Bash cricket weekend in 
conjunction with Over Stowey Cricket club 
 
 
 

 

         

 

  Nether Stowey Church Centre  

          Thursday 18th May 7.30pm 

         Creating a wildlife Garden 
                - A talk by Dr Gavin Haig 

 
 
Come along & enjoy our guest speaker, raffle, tea, coffee, 

homemade cake, & plant table (season dependant) Members 
free (annual membership £20), guests £5 (to include free 
tea/coffee & cake!) All welcome 
Coming up:   May 23rd – Afternoon Car visit to Hillcrest,    
   Curload, Stoke St Gregory TA3 6JA 
                       June 15th – Living with the Boss (Tales of a 
farmers wife) A talk by Margaret Adams 
                       June 22nd – Afternoon Car visit to Vexford Court, 
Lydiard St Lawrence, TA4 3QF 

                         
For more information about our vibrant club, contact 

secretary Lucy Haswell : 
 
 01278 671289  shbassoon@aol.com.  Or visit -   
 https://sites.google.com/site/stowey-gardeners  
 

 

 
 
          The Easter Sunday Tractor Run a great success! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                    
   Dexter 
(portrait in pastel of an old friend) 

Drawn by Richard Brazier, a 
commission for his owners who loved a 
faithful and beautiful companion. 
 
 Richard is a member of the  

       Fiddington Art Group  
which meets every Wednesday 
morning to work.  

They have a number of vacancies 
for new members. 
 To find out more please phone        

        07721 012178 
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    A RIGHT ROYAL WORDSEARCH! 
Can you find 22 countries with Sovereigns including UK ( but 

not our Dominions) in the grid. And what did I miss out?! 
Answers on the back page 

U S S D N A L R E H T E N 

N P M C K B E L G I U M Q 

I A O N A D R O J F W A A 

T I N K O M A N S X N L I 

E N A T U H B W J D I A B 

D Z C Q J V E O N Z A Y A 

K S O B E D S A D R R S R 

I N A M E D L E A I H I A 

N O G N S I N T K J A A I 

G R N Z A M A X Q U B P D 

D W O H A Q T I A W U K U 

O A T R M O R O C C O S A 

M Y K G O H T O S E L F S 

 

         Republican at Heart? 
 

 

What joy, what fun, what jubilation! 

It is King Charles’s Coronation. 

 

Charles One, he found decapitation 

And Two, debauched, post-restoration, 

 

But Charles the Third will cheer the nation 

He’ll give his wealth to the population 

 

His palaces?  Accommodation 

For the poor souls whose immigration 

 

Helped them escape the conflagration 

Of countries African and Asian. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

   And, to the people’s great elation 

   He’ll then announce his abdication. 

 

   So therefore, through republic-ation 

   To ‘President’ comes the elevation 

 

   Of Farage, Gove, or (consternation!) 

   B. Johnson, back from rustication! 

 

   On second thoughts, lukewarm ovation 

   For Monarchy and the Coronation! 

 

 

 

                                      Dennis Harkness 
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Greetings  
 and 
 Best   
Wishes to All    
 from  

Nancy Small 

 

 

 
 

 

SPEEDY COCONUT CURRY PRAWNS 

Serves 2 
1 tbsp sunflower oil 
1 medium onion sliced 
1 courgette - about 200g 
3 tbsp curry paste of your choice  
1/2 tsp grated ginger 
1 x 200g pack of mangetout 
200 ml coconut milk ( full fat or light ) 
1 x 165 g pack of peeled raw king prawns. 
 
1   Heat the oil in a deep frying pan or wok and cook the onion for 3 -4 minutes until it starts to 
soften 
2   Meanwhile cut the courgette into quarters lengthways, and then into 1cm chunks. Add the 
chunks, curry paste and grated ginger to the  pan, stirring for a couple of minutes. 
3   Add the mangetout to the pan or wok and cook for a further 2 minutes or until the water has 
evaporated, stirring frequently. 
4   Pour in the coconut milk, add a pinch of salt and simmer for a couple of minutes. Tip in the 
prawns and cook for another couple of minutes until the prawns are pink and cooked through. 
 

 

       

Our Master of Wine recommends. . . 
 

 

  The best bet for a mild curry is a Gewurztraminer (try to 

pronounce it!) from Alsace in NE France. The wines have an intriguing 

and delicious spice and apricot flavour and enough acidity to be fresh 

and enticing. 

 Don't keep them for a long time - after a few months they can 

smell a bit like unwashed teenager's trainer socks before becoming 

gloriously rich and complex.  

Morrison's have the The Best Alsace Gewurztraminer ,£6.50 

,which is suspiciously cheap, Sainsbury have the Taste the Difference 

Alsace Gewurztraminer ,£8.50 and the Wine Society have one at 

£10.50. It is more expensive but it is from the admirable Cave de 

Turkheim.          
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 May 6th  BOOK SWAP  10am and BIG SCREEN showing of the Coronation 
 

 May 7th  CORONATION BBQ LUNCH PARTY   12.30 
 

 May 25th  ANNUAL PARISH MEETING  8pm  (preceded by PC meeting @ 7pm) 
 

 June 25th      AFTERNOON TEA at the Village Hall 3pm (see below) 
 

 July 8th  BOOK SWAP (NB not Ist ) 
 

 July 15th  FLOWER SHOW  (see below) 
 

 Aug 12th JUMBLE SALE 
 

 Sept 23rd QUIZ 
 

 Dec 16th  CHRISTMAS DINNER 
 

 Dec 19th  CAROLS ROUND THE TREE  
 

 

 

 

   BIG SCREEN showing of the  
  CORONATION ON May 6th in 
  Fiddington Village Hall 
   Come and enjoy the show and the coffee   

               and biscuits! 

  Fiddington Show 2023 
   Keep the date in mind 

       Saturday 15th July 
  Taters and sunflowers now sown 
    Time to plan all those entries……. 
In the cottages, lodges and castles of   

 Fiddington all manner of secretive    
       industry is afoot – we trust. 

       A Right Royal Wordsearch 
 
Bahrain, Belgium, Bhutan, Cambodia, Denmark, 
Jordan, Kuwait, Lesotho, Malaysia, Monaco, 
Morocco, Netherlands, Norway, Oman, Qatar, 
Saudi Arabia, Spain, Sweden, Thailand, Tonga & 
United Kingdom 

       Deadline  
For the June issue 

    is May 20 th 

Please send all articles &    

notices to Juliet Harkness at 

 

fiddingtonnews@gmail.com 

 
 

    Afternoon Tea 
Book your place at the tea table on 
             June 25th at 3pm 
Come and enjoy a delicious afternoon tea 

with a selection of sandwiches, scones & cream. 
 Plus a gorgeous selection of cakes 

  Tea, coffee or soft drink.  
       £10.00 p.p.  
 
To book: telephone Ruth 01278 734565. 

  Before 19th June.  
There will be a £1.00 ticket draw to buy if 

people wish. The winner will be offered a 
afternoon tea at No 8 or delivered to their home. 
 This is donated by Ruth Brazier  
 

N.B. BOOK NOW!! as we need 50+ people 

 to attend to make it worthwhile. 

mailto:fiddingtonnews@gmail.com

