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Village Hall Committee News 
 

Chairman’s introduction 
 
Hello Fiddington 
 
Let’s hope May brings with it more of the sunshine we have had in April but less of the wind. 
 
During this Month, 
   2nd May the village doors will be open early for those that wish to vote. 
 
   On the 4th May there will be the usual Book Swap with another Plant Sale. 
 
   And on the 11th May there will be a concert held for the church. 
 
  Please take a look at the dates for your diary on the back of this newsletter 
 
Take care every one and please take the time to read  ‘Nancy Small  Remembers’  describing her school 
days spent at , what is now Fiddington Village Hall. 
 
      James U’Dell 
         (Chair of the Village Hall Committee)  
                    www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

  
          

We are grateful to Hinkley Point B Power Station, EDF, for printing this Newsletter 

 Dates for the Diary on   
 the back Page 

 

 

NEW in this issue:   
 

Age UK looking for volunteers       p.2 
Nancy Remembers        p.5 
Mid-Month Tea & Chat       p.10 
   And lots of cakes 

 

http://www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk/
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Age UK Somerset is looking for friendly people in our area who would like to get involved with 
making life happier for local older people. 

As we get older, living alone and lacking the confidence or mobility to get out of the house can lead to 
anxiety, low mood and devastating loneliness (and as if that wasn’t bad enough, this has been linked to 
an increase in health problems). 

To solve these issues local charity Age UK Somerset have two wonderful free schemes running here - 
Walk and Talk which matches a volunteer with an older person for a weekly gentle walk and chat, and 
Wellbeing Friends where a volunteer visits each week to offer some friendly company.  

However, they are desperate for volunteers to lend a hand and be matched with the older people they 
have on their waiting lists for both services.  

If you can spare an hour a week (flexible) and would like to feel like you are making a difference in your 
community they would be very happy to hear from you - volunteers@ageuksomerset.org.uk or 01823 
345627. 

Forwarded from: 
Tina Gardener 
Clerk to Fiddington Parish Council 
clerk@fiddington-pc.org.uk 
www.fiddington-pc.org.uk 
01278 652642 
 

 

   

    

 

 

mailto:volunteers@ageuksomerset.org.uk
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       ST. MARTIN’S CHURCH, FIDDINGTON    MAY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
Sunday May 5th Eucharist 9am 
 
Sunday May 12th Eucharist 9am 
 
Sunday May 19th Eucharist 9am 
 
Sunday May 26th Family Service 9am 
 
Everyone is very welcome to any service or to come and share a friendly cuppa after the 
service has finished. Coffee, tea and biscuits are always served from about 10. 10am. 

 

          Saturday May 11th 

Not to be missed, Book your tickets NOW ! 

A concert by Gregory Steward (Tenor) 

   Please contact Jenny as on the poster or Paul and 
     Jackie Mathews: tel: 01278 732175 
      Or pay at the door on the night. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     On March 25th Michael Beasley, the Bishop of Bath and Wells,  
     visited the new Quantock Gate Benefice, which Fiddington is part of.  
     He finished the day with a meeting of the benefice  
      in the Fiddington Village Hall.  
      
     He is pictured here with Alison ,our Rector,  
        apparently after enjoying a glass of wine! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

      200 Club – Draw Results  

The March draw was made at the April 
Book Swap Coffee Morning. The winning 
ticketswere: 

 
 £30 – No 68: Wayne Hawley 
 
 £50 – No 91; Andrea Crosland 
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FRIENDS of FIDDINGTON CHURCH 
 
  
 
    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      
 
 
 
 

As spotted by James Udell and his daughter Freya in Whitnell lane and identified 
by our local naturalist Rod Cole . . . 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

James and Freya spotted this furry monster, one of several caterpillars feeding on viper’s 

bugloss. According to Rod Cole they are the larvae of the Scarlet Tiger moth. ( so keep a 

look out!) 

    

 

 

  The Marion Evered Trust 
This year’s tractor run is now booked and you can still get in, see 

dates below.  
Also the Big Bash charity cricket weekend plans are now in full 

swing with Disco and bar ready to go and teams in place . 
200 club: if you wish to join the monthly draw      contact 

Pauline on 01278 732522. 
March winners: 
£20 – Tina Miller, £10 – Bet Stone, £5 - Archie Porter 
Dates for your diary: 
12th May Tractor Run email terstractors@icloud.com   
for booking info 
June 8 th / 9 th Big Bash Charity cricket weekend in conjuction 

 with Over Stowey CC. 

 

 

Nature 

Watch 

 

 

       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Cannington Cricket Club are looking for new members.  

 
Enquiries to wrenmore.steve@gmail.com. Very 

welcoming local club, play a combination of midweek 
friendlies and Saturday league cricket. 

 

  

mailto:terstractors@icloud.com
mailto:wrenmore.steve@gmail.com
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Recently I spent a delightful afternoon with Nancy Small at Bonson Mill. She reminisced about her early life, life 
as a farmer’s daughter , her school days  and growing up in the countryside. As she spoke to me , she clearly 
enjoyed remembering the little details of animals’ names and the people she knew. 

We started with her time at Fiddington School .....       (Editor) 

 

“ There were 11 of us in the class. I was born in 1928 so it must have been about 

1932 or 3 that I started at school. I remember, when my mother took me there for the 

first time she said I was crying all the way (and guess what? She was crying her heart out 

too!) 

I had to walk to Fiddington from here, it’s quite a way you know, through the fields 

and down through Mill Farm and then diagonally past the waterfall and through the little 

copse there. And do you know what? I carved my initials on one of the trees - NH ! 

(Nancy How) 

I remember there was a Dr Kelly, a lady doctor, who had a large Alsatian that put its 

paws right up on my shoulders; it frightened me and I have always been scared of them 

since. 

There was just the one teacher at the school, Miss Jackson. There was no stage in the 

school room as there is now, but it was divided into two rooms. When the girls needed to 

go to the toilet we all went out past the kitchen, but the boys had to go out through the 

porch and down the alley to the back.  (and if you stayed very quiet you could hear them 

tinkling!) The thing is you know there wasn’t any running water at the school so we had to 

fetch water in a bucket from the well up Fiddington Hill; it was up on the right above 

Molly and Jack’s somewhere, it might still be there. We needed that to flush the toilets! 

I used to carry a little miniature churn of milk from our cows when going to school, I’ve 

still got it somewhere, and take it to a Mr Haggard who lived in the Garth because he 

wanted proper fresh cow’s milk.  At school we did very simple things. A bit of sewing - We 

didn’t do mathematics we did Sums and very basic reading and writing. In fact even when 

I left at 11 I couldn’t do joined up writing, just print. 

   Oh , I’ll tell you another story- you probably won’t believe this – but  

   we all had to go to the dentist, yes. And you all walked from the  

   school together, through the fields past Inwood Farm to Nether   

   Stowey. The dentist was up Castle street some way. And if you had  

   anything out you came and SPIT in the brook! And if all was well, you 

   walked back to school and if you’d all been good you had Hot Cocoa!” 

           

        And there’s lots more to come next month...... 
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             STOGURSEY FORGET-ME-NOT CAFÉ 
 
 JUBILEE ROOMS, CASTLE STREET, STOGURSEY 
 FORTNIGHTLY ON WEDNESDAYS 10.30 – 12.00 
Upcoming Café Dates: 
Wednesday May 8th 
Wednesday May 22nd 
Wednesday June 5th 
Wednesday June 19th 
Wednesday July 3rd 

              
We will be at Burton Fete on Sunday 26th May 
with our annual fund raising 
Tombola. A traditional village fete with lots of 
extras!! Lots to see and do 
for children and adults, including a dog show, 
food, live music. Hoping to see you there. 
Donations of prizes for the Tombola would be very 
welcome, we can collect. 
Forget-me-Not Cafés provide support, companionship and a 
warm welcome to those who are 
recognising issues with their memory, as well as their carers, 
family, and friends. 
There are a variety of activities, some involving existing local 
groups, such as music, singing, arts, 
crafts, poetry, bingo, quizzes, or if preferred, just a quiet chat 
over a coffee. We are a voluntary 
group, financed by donations and fundraising events. 
The Café runs twice a month, planned so that the cafe is open 
the alternate week to Watchet Forget-me-Not Cafe. 
Many friendships have been made over the years. 
Please come along and see what we do. 
People from all the surrounding villages are welcome. 
 

For more information please contact: 
Helen: 01278 733451 cuttellhelen@gmail.com 
Rose:  07507 374234 rosechalk@icloud.com 
 

       
     

  

 

 
 

  

 
Meetings 3rd Thursday of each month 7.30pm 
St. Mary’s Church Centre Nether Stowey 
( Join for £25 for the year or visit for £5 – more details 
below) 

Coming up: 

Tuesday 7th May Car visit to Postbox Cottage, 
West Bagborough 

Thursday 16th May Fragrance in the garden A 
talk by Jenny Short 

Saturday 18th May 10-12 noon Plant sale 
Thomas Poole Library, Nether Stowey 

Wednesday 5th June Car visit to Model Farm , 
Perry Green, Wembdon 

Thursday 20th June Climbing wall shrubs A talk 
by Felicity Down 

Sunday 23 rd June Coach trip RHS Garden 
Rosemoor - Rose weekend – craft food market 

 

for more information about our vibrant club, contact 
secretary Lucy Haswell 01278 671289  
shbassoon@aol.com.  Or visit - 
 https://sites.google.com/site/stowey-gardeners  

 

 
lifeatgreenway farm.com  

 

 

  

the 
text box anywhere in the 
document. Use the Text Box Tools 

mailto:cuttellhelen@gmail.com
mailto:rosechalk@icloud.com
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       Travel Trade    by Jane Zambra 

 

 Of the 30 years I spent in the travel trade, 20 of them were with the same 

team, though in different companies.  

I had been made redundant from the tour operator I worked for ( they had been 

bought out and I did not want to go and live in Chester!) and I applied for a job at 

the Anglo / American tour operators Abercrombie and Kent.  

They specialised in tailor made safari holidays but had a small retail department.  

My interview went somewhat like this: 

 Diana: What was your maiden name? 

 Jane : Tritton 

 Diana: Oh, do you know Clemency Aimes? 

 Jane: Yes she is my cousin 

 Diana: Have you ever come across Jane Chisholm who works here: 

 Jane, No, but I know who she is, our mothers were at school together. 

  

                  End of interview, job secured!! 

  

 We were a small, and very happy team, and when the top boss decided that he 

was fed up with his profits going into offshore bank accounts and left we approached 

him and asked if he would set us up in a small company under him.  This he did and 

we all moved round the corner from Sloane Square to the Pimlico Road. Although we 

were not allowed to contact our clients, one by one they seemed to find us.  One 

delighted lady rushed in saying  ' I saw you off the top of the 11 bus'! 

 We had a real mix of clients from minor European royalty ( Archdukes and the 

like) to our local milkman. I had a couple of Hapsburg Archdukes - Freddie and Ferdie 

aged 9 and 7 respectively , but soon their UK guardian started booking them as 

Master - it made my life a lot easier - Easyjet did not have 'Archduke' on their list 

of titles. 

 Eventually our boss decided he wanted to retire and so sold the business to a 

tour operator, run by a friend of his. The two older women retired, both being well 

into their 60s, and I was 60 and did not want to work for a tour operator so I 

retired as well. The boss was not happy with his top three sales people going - but 

hey - ho that is the way of the world! 
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SPONGE 
PARKIN 
GINGERBREAD 
WEDDING 
ROCK 
MACARON 
FAIRY 
CUP 
SIMNEL 
CHRISTMAS 
DUNDEE 
BLACKFOREST 
ANGEL FOOD 
MADEIRA 
DEVIL’S FOOD 

JAFFA (is it a cake  
or a biscuit?) 
 Is your mouth 
 watering? 
 
 

Can you find 18 kinds of cake in the grid? 
    No need to think too hard *

  

G T S E R O F K C A L B 

A I J F M A D E I R A K 

C X N H A U R A Y T P E 

H N E G X I F O T A S D 

R V O B E F R E C G I O 

I Y S R A R N Y N K M O 

S E P J A B B I N E N F 

T E O P U C D R S V E L 

M D N R X D A Z E K L E 

A N G J E O N M Z A C G 

S U E W N I K R A P D N 

A D E V I L S F O O D A 
    

    
 
Did you know that Hilary Burland has been on the Village Hall Committee for almost 43 years? 
 

PerhapsYOU have some hidden facts or secrets about people or places in the area would like to share 
with readers.?  They can be anything >>>>>  trivia , history, personal ( within reason!)  Please send them 
to me and we’ll have some fun finding out more about our community past & present. 

       

       Juliet Harkness Email: fiddingtonnews@gmail.com 

Did you   

 Know ? 

 

  Some Cake cracker jokes. . 

 
 Some dream of cake – others bake it happen 

 It’s an emotional day- even the cake is in tiers 

 Have you heard about the guy who that ate a 
piece of cake- it was very easy 

 Why couldn’t the teddy bear finish his cake? 
He was stuffed 

 Why do French bakers only use one egg to 
make a cake? Because one egg is un oeuf 
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Greetings  
 and 
 Best   
Wishes to All    
 from  

Nancy Small 

    Asparagus and Ricotta Tart 

 
 serves 4 
  200g puff pastry 
  500g asparagus                         
  2 baby courgette, thinly sliced  lengthwise                                                                  
                      2 tbsp olive oil 
  1 clove garlic. Pee led                 
  1 egg 
  2 tbsp grated parmesan 
  250g ricotta 
  lemon juice 
  freshly ground black pepper 
  salt 

 
Preheat the oven to 200c / gas 6 
Blanch the asparagus in boiling salted water for 5 minutes. Drain 
Chop 4 spears, cut the rest in half lengthwise. 
Blitz the chopped asparagus, garlic, egg, parmesan, and 150g ricotta in a blender until smooth. 
Flavour with lemon juice salt and pepper. 
Roll out the pastry to 22cm x 32cm. 
Cut off 1 cm from each side and place on top of the pastry to make a thicker rim. Brush with oil. 
Spread the blended asparagus mix over the pastry. Top with the courgettes and asparagus. 
Dot with the remaining ricotta, season, drizzle with oil. and bake for 25 minutes, until golden 

 
 

 

 
 

 

   

 

 

 

Our Master of Wine recommends . . . . . 
 

 
Greetings Fiddingtonians from sunny Madeira, whose legendary fortified wines definitely will 
not go with this dish. The dry Sercial Madeira might, but I doubt it. 
 
I suggest that a Sauvignon wine might go well with it, but do try the classic Sauvignons from 
the Loire. They are rather more spicy than the more upfront Kiwi ones. A Sauvignon de 
Touraine is the the least expensive option. The classic Sancerre and Pouilly Fume will be 
delicious but quite a bit more expensive. Most retailers have them. 
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 Sat May 4th  10-12 Book Swap  (AND Bring & buy plant sale – see below) 
 

 Sat May 11th 7.30 pm CONCERT   (contact Jenny Kinahan tel: 732190) 
 

 Thurs 16th  3pm Mid-Month Tea & Chat (see below) 
 

 Sat June 1st  10-12 Book Swap 
 

 Sat July 13th Fiddington Show 3pm 
 

 

 

      MAY BRING AND BUY PLANT SALE      
           Saturday May 4th  10-12 
   ATTENTION ALL GARDENERS !! 
Thank you to all those who brought and bought plants at the April 
Plant Bring and Buy Sale. 
We are going to have the second one at the Book Swap on May 4th. 
We hope that many people will bring and buy plants and veggies 
seedlings. 

Thanks in advance     
      Robin & Jenny 
 

 

       Deadline 

  for June Issue 

    is May 20th 
         all copy & info to 

Juliet Harkness 01278 733245 

 

   fiddingtonnews@gmail.com 

Mid-Month Tea & Chat 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Please join us in the Village Hall on the third 

Thursday of each month for tea and cake, as an 

opportunity to meet up with friends and 

neighbours. 

The first tea will take place in the Village Hall 

  at 3pm on Thursday 16th May  

   and ALL are very welcome. 

 

For any further information please call Jackie 

or Paul Matthews(732175). 

 

 
  

 


