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We are grateful to Hinkley Point B Power Station, EDF, for printing this Newsletter

Village Hall Committee News

Chairman’s introduction

G’Day all !

| hope you’re all managing to keep warm enough now the cold nights have set in.
Novembers highlights at the village hall are:-

e The book swap followed by the road safety talk which takes place on Saturday the 4th
November.

e And then the Jumble sale on Saturday the 11th November.

o |t’s still not too late to book for Christmas Dinner (see back page)

Take care everyone
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Tina Gardener (Clerk to Fiddington Parish Council) has forwarded this email to our readership
from

lan Atkinson
Chief Officer
Citizens Advice West Somerset

Our 44 Years of Work in Somerset

| am very pleased to share our updated contact sheet (below), explaining how to get hold of our team
and when you are available to talk to advisers in person. | also want to take the opportunity to clear up
any confusion about the two advice bodies operating across Somerset: WEST SOMERSET Citizens
Advice and Citizens Advice Somerset.

WEST SOMERSET Citizens Advice, based in Minehead works with all of the people in what used to be
called West Somerset, now divided into three Local Community Network Districts, LCN1, 13 and 14.
We work with many other third-party organisations for the benefit of our clients. These include:

Somerset Council, Magna Housing, MIND, Barnfield Unit, Probation
Service, Navigate, Rethink, DWP/ Jobcentre, Diversity

Voice, YMCA, Wessex Water, Homestart, Forum 21, Engage, Royal British
Legion, Village Agents, CA Somerset.

The rest of Somerset is covered by a recently established Citizens Advice Somerset, who cover the old
districts of Sedgemoor, Taunton, Mendip and South Somerset.

Y 4

The Lane Centre
Market House Lane
Minehead TA24 5NW

citizens WS
EL\ (-3 Somerset

FLOORING CONTRACTORS
Carpets - Vinyls — Laminates - Woods

West Somerset Citizens Advice
is based in Minehead and is
available to everyone living in
Local Community Networks [} mm
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Brompton Ralph
« Clatworthy + Bicknoller + Chilton Trinity
« Cutcombe + Carhampton + Durleigh
+ Dulverton + Combe Florey + Enmore
+ Exford Exmoor + Crowcombe * Fiddington
+ Dunster + Goathurst
+ East Quantoxhead + Holford
We are OPEN | : ivoriny
* Lydeard St. Lawrence -+
. O

Monday-Wednesday-Thursday ; m\:ne khs?ﬁg,

o mpt
+ Over Stowey
10-00 tO 1 6-00 gledtté?ggrvnebe g&aj/t\ggd Bristol

+ Huish Champflower
* Luccombe

+ Luxborough

» Minehead Without
« Oare

« Porlock

+ Selworthy

i&lggga‘;ﬂbe Tuesday CLOSED ;gﬁé?dr%de?reﬂ %EEE%‘:%E INSURANCE THAT’S
- Veraford Friday - Wast Bagborouch ON YOUR DOORSTEP

+ Withypool and
Hawkridge
*+ Wootton Courtenay

10.00 to 15.00 | :oetQuantorhead

+ Withycombe

. .- . Call our office in Bridgwater on
advice@citizensadvicewestsomerset.org.uk 01278 663216

0800 802 1808

citizensadvicewestsomerset.org.uk
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ST. MARTIN’S CHURCH FIDDINGTON NOVEMBER

Sunday November 5th  Eucharist 9am
Sunday November 12" Eucharist 9am
Sunday November 19th Eucharist 9am
Sunday November 26th Family Service 9am

Everyone is very welcome to any service. There is always
coffee and tea after the service and if you would just like to come
along for a coffee and a chat please do. The services are usually
about an hour in length.

Harvest Supper and Harvest Praise

A big thank you to all who came to the Harvest Supper and made it such an enjoyable
evening. Money raised at this and the Harvest Praise came to £85.00 which was sent to

the Royal Agricultural Benevolent Institution as usual.

Sausage Sizzle and Quiz
Saturday November 18™ 2023
Fiddington Village Hall
6.30pm for 7.00pm

Tickets £10.00

Teams of 4- bring your friends or make up a team on the night.
Please contact jenny.kinahan@hotmail.co.uk or Tel: 01278 732190 if you wish to come
(for numbers and to let me know your team’s dietary requirements)
Delicious supper of locally made sausages, onions and jacket potatoes
with a selection of beautiful desserts.
BYO drinks and your General Knowledge for a fun evening

The October draw was made at our Harvest Supper in “I'd like to say, for such a small village, the

the Village Hall. The winning tickets were: church looked absolutely stunning for Harvest
Festival.

I'd like to say a big Thankyou to all the ladies for
all their amazing windows, regardless of the

festival.
£50 - No 100: Jenny & Jonathan Berg So much love & time goes in to each display, |

just think a huge mention is justified.”

£30 — No 208: Adam Soffe

(anonymous- name supplied Ed)

]
Church Notices continued over. . .
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Important Notice
Mission and Pastoral Measure 2011-Proposed Pastoral Scheme for the Quantock Deanery

Attached to the church door, as directed by the church commissioners, is the draft proposal and
glossary of terms affecting the Quantock Deanery. In essence this sets out the reorganisation of the
churches in the deanery into different benefices and the closure of the Quantock Coast benefice. This is a
public document and is out for consultation at present. Anyone can make representations for or against
all or any part or parts of the scheme to the Church Commissioners (please include reasons for your
views) by post or, preferably by email, to reach the Commissioners no later than midnight on

Monday November 6™ 2023.

Please send your representation to matthew.crowe@churchofengland.org or a letter marked for the
attention of Mr Matthew Crowe, Pastoral Division, Church Commissioners, Church House, Great Smith
Street, London SW1P 3AZ

If anyone would like their own copy of the draft proposal to read and consider at length please let me
know. | can either email it to you or get a hard copy to you by post or by hand. Many thanks. Jenny
Kinahan Tel 01278 732190 jenny.kinahan@hotmail.co.uk Sec. to the PCC Fiddington Church.

FRIENDS OF FIDDINGTON CHURCH

| am sure that everyone living locally will have noticed that the church tower is looking bright and beautiful in its
new coat of paint. There has also been a bit of activity on the church roof this week where some tiles needed
replacing and one or two other maintenance jobs completed before the winter. The churchyard is looking
beautifully neat and tidy, nicely mowed and strimmed and all in all the church and grounds look well maintained
and loved. Very sadly this all costs a considerable sum of money.

The cost for recoating the tower and the other small repairs is just under £10,000. The PCC has managed to obtain
a grant from the Benefact Trust for £2,100 but this leaves a shortfall of just under £8,000. Since losing our long
term grass cutter a couple of years ago, Martin Hill has been cutting the churchyard grass and strimming round the
graves free of charge but this can’t continue as it is a big job taking the best part of a full day’s work. The village
hall does give a contribution but the commercial cost of having the grass cut would be £1,500 a year from
estimates obtained this summer. Another job which needs to be done is the pollarding of the Lime trees along the
side of the churchyard. This work needs a qualified tree surgeon and the best priced estimate obtained for the
work is £1,300. Very sadly this work has had to be postponed as there just aren’t enough funds in the church
accounts.

The members of the church are very generous in their giving and until now the PCC has been able to pay the Parish
Share (money that has to be paid to the Diocese to pay for clergy etc) and electricity for heating, lighting etc in full
and on time which we hope very much will continue despite the fall in numbers due to age and infirmity. However
the upkeep of the fabric of the church and grounds is becoming increasingly difficult. It would be such a shame if
the church we all know and love as part of our community and which is there for all for major festivals, baptisms,
weddings and funerals were to suffer from lack of upkeep.

To this end the PCC has decided to launch Friends of Fiddington Village Church. It is aimed to make it a way for all
who know and love Fiddington Church to be able to make a contribution to its care and upkeep. A separate bank
account will be started, purely for the upkeep of the church and grounds, and it is hoped that people will set up
monthly direct debits/standing orders of a sum, however small. If you are able this donation can be gift aided
which increases it at no cost to you.

Setting this up is going to take a month or two but it is anticipated that it will be up and running early in 2024.
Please give the matter some thought as I’'m sure most people would be very sad indeed if the church had to close
due to lack of funds to maintain it.

Further information will be in the Fiddington News in due course. Jenny Kinahan
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DEVOMN &
SOMERSET

FIRE & BRESCUE BERVICE

Each year, we ask
communities about the
amount of council tax we
receive as your fire and
rescue service.

You can tell
us what you
think by
completing
the survey

This consultation finishes on
30 Movember at 12 noon

If you require this in another format please
contact the Communications and Engagement
Team on 01332 872354

www.dsflre.gov.uk

The Busy Body Series
Heather Hawley

tel
email

‘ i

Ellicott Contract Services ()
Landscaping & Ground Maintenance ki

BRSW 'S

Becauy

Modern & Friendly Environment
Gift Vouchers Available
Ladies Gents & Children
Full Disabled Access

East Street Cannington TA5 2HJ Tel: 01278-651251

www.browns-hairandbeauty.co.uk

K Silk

General Building and Decorating
Kye Silk
All Building works

Groundworks
Maintenance

07474 465341

KyesilkO3@gmail.con

i

FORGET-ME-NOT CAFE
JUBILEE ROOMS, CASTLE STREET,
STOGURSEY

EVERY OTHER WEDNESDAY 10.30 — 12 NOON
Free Entry but a donation towm‘{.ii's running costs of the cafe would be
welcome

Forget-me-Not Cafés provide support, companionshipand a warm welcome to
those who arerecognising issues with their memory, as well as their carers,
family, and friends.
We enjoy all sorts ot activities inclnding musie, bingo, singing, puzzles, games,
art and craft, in a friendly environment.
We also offer a friendly and confidential chat if vou need it.

Please note that our guestswith memory issues must be accompanied by a
family member, friendor carer.

All from the surroun villages are welcome to come along for
coffeeand a chat. Helen and Roselook forward to seeing you soon.

Upcoming Café Dates:

Wednesday 8 November

Wednesday 22! November

Wednesday 6'" December ,

Wednesday zo0'"December — CHRISTMAS W

CELEBRATIONS /

Wednesday 3+ Jammary zozq —
o

Wednesday 17 January 2024 %jfl\%‘

Formore information please contact:
Helen: 01278 733451 cuttellhelen@ srail com
Rose: 07507374234 icloud. com
We are on Facebook and Instagram

f[o)
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Travels with my Father by Jane Zambra

In the late 50s my father was required to go and negotiate oil revenues with a middle eastern sheik.
The meeting took place at night, ina huge black tent in the desert, seated on the ﬂoor. My 6ft p[us father
was not comfortable, but it had to be done. The terms were agreed and the payment would be in Indian
Rupees. Bearing in mind that a million povmd in 1958 was, in today’s money, somewhere over £250
million. 1t was to be paid in CASH. This pvoved a pro’o[em on several levels, ﬁrsﬂy getting that sort of
amount of cash transferred to a desert tent, and then secondly it was discovered that the money was
being eaten by rats. After that the revenues were paid in gold sovereigns.

That all being considered, my fa’[her was taken ’oy the Arab ['Lfe and people, but the Middle East
then was not open to tourists as the infrastructure was not there.
So, we went to Morocco. We went to Marrakech , one of the 4 imperia[ cities,( the others being Rabat, the
cap ital, Meknes and Fez.)We stayed in, at that time, the on[y hotel within the city walls, The Mamounia,
beloved of Winston Churchill. Built in the late 20s with 15 acres of beautiful gardens, south facing towards
the snow capped Atlas mountains. It was a glorious place to stay. Many years later 1 had a friend who was
director of a carpet factory and he told me that they had made over a mile of the ugliest carpet he had
ever seen for a refurbishment of the hotel. However, it was just a few minutes walk from the famous souks,
where 1 bought a 'gold" brocade kaftan, which for many years 1 wore as an evening coat! (1 also bought a
blue and white wool camel blanket, which to this day lives in my car)

We had a day out with a car and driver and were taken to one of the best restaurants in the area.
It twrned out to be a transport cafe at a BP ﬁU'mg station on the dusty main road south . We had a
fantastic lunch of lamb tagine. The Garagiste then asked us to join him at his home, to meet his family.
We sat up on a sunny roof terrace and drank sweet mint tea. His wife only spoke Berber which was
[imiﬁng, however we managed with bad ﬁfench all round with the others.. The cushions we sat on were
very lumpy, my father was certain that they were stuffed with camel dung! Quite possibly they were.
On the way back we visited the Menara water gardens with a delightful little two storey white marble
pavilion at one end where the sultan could be entertained by his ladies.

1 loved it all and have been back several times.
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The Marion Evered Trust

We will be doing a Christmas raffle again this
year, at time of writing | am just finalising prizes
before getting tickets printed but already we have
some fantastic prizes including a Hamper,
Somerrock tickets, Golf day and Meals and local
restaurants, please contact:

lan on 07984943464 or
Pauline on 01278732522 for tickets.

200 club draw winners
August

£20 No 52 Nancy Small
£10 No 86 Winston Davey
£5 No 59 Henry Barrow
Sept

£20 No 91 India Ayre

£10 No 58 Archie Barrow
£5 No 23 Diana Chapple

Angie Cares

If you are looking for a care provider look
no further.
Whatever your need is, full care or just
someone to shop or take you to
appointments.
I have over 30 years of experience in
providing care and supporting people to
live independently in their own homes.
Please contact me if you think | can
support you in any way.

Contact Details

Mobile. 07966694412
Email. AngieCares@mail.com

Fireworks at Quantock Lakes

Here’s an updated list of fireworks
displays at Quantock Lakes.

They are all reduced volume “Whisper”
fireworks. As noted previously we will
aim to fire before 10.30pm.

Saturday 4" November 2023

L e et |

Royal British Legion

POPPY APPEAL 2023:

A little reminder that it’s that time of year
again and | will have poppies available from
26th October.

I will do my best to get round the village to all
those who would like to donate to this very
worthy cause.

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

l Thank you.
| Hilary Burland
|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

fA
NOT JUST
TRAVEL

Not Just Travel Wanderlust
0333 121 6999

Einotjusttravel.wanderlust (& $ABTA [Ewanderlust6999

&

All models of oil-fired boilers & range cookers serviced & repaired
Robert Rowley

07710 182024
robertrowley(@me.com

Over 20 years’ experience

Book once a year and stay warm all winter!
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WEED [T & GOSY . .

Brown
Warming Soup Wordsearch WindsorPumpkin
Can you find 17 yummy warming winter soups below? Bo“il_’abaisse
HERE THEYARE  ———L -~ ’ggf’)’;ﬁ::/’gé’r
CIX|Y NWA|TAIG|I| |[LILIUM Leek and Potato
LIHL MA T XHBHF|Z|O|E Consomme
A|E|l |[R|I [S|L|O/K|R|V|T|X]|S e one
MLIPCICINR|IIl |[EINIAIB|C|S Bisque
C|T|MAK|S|E|N|T|T|F|O|O]I ST
HIRIQIUCE|ICISION|IT|X[NA Mushroom
OUOHSHN|PTICIEIE|S|B ;;’emng;"onion
WT|T|ITIOHDNJH R|UIL|O|A Chicken Noodle
DIKIFINIJAINIRIB|O|Q|O|P|M|L Lentil
ECIIl IVIAIMIRIOIS|OX|[NIM|L
RIOBK|[Z|OO|/l | OMD|P|E]|I
NIME/RIT|J|B|TIB|{M{Z|L|Y|U
Y EXIHPIUMP|K[I|l IN[VIE|O
LIP/IRIOSIDNIl  WN WOR|B

Coming up:

Thursday 16 th November - Roses

A talk by Micky Little (Avon Bulbs)

Come along & enjoy our guest speaker,

raffle, tea, coffee, home-made cake, & plant table,
Members free (annual membership£20), guests £5 (to
include free tea/coffee & home-made cake!) All welcome

Wednesday December 13 th — Members Christmas party
For more information about our vibrant club, contact
secretary
shbassoon@aol.com. Or visit -

https://sites.google.com/site/stowey-gardeners

Nether Stowey Church Centre

Lucy Haswell 01278 671289

BEAUTIFUL SOUP
by Lewis Carroll

BEAUTIFUL Soup, so rich and green,
Waiting in a hot tureen!

Who for such dainties would not stoop?
Soup of the evening, beautiful Soup!
Soup of the evening, beautiful Soup!

Beau- ootiful Soo-oop!

Beau- ootiful Soo-oop!

Soo- oop of the e- e- evening,
Beautiful, beautiful Soup!

Beautiful Soup! Who cares for fish,
Game, or any other dish?

Who would not give all else for two
Pennyworth only of Beautiful Soup?
Pennyworth only of beautiful Soup?

Beau- ootiful Soo-oop!
Beau- ootiful Soo-oop!
Soo- oop of the e- e- evening,
Beautiful, beauti- FUL SOUP!

(I rest my case- Ed)
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é from the Village Coalr’s {Hefham m

Chorizo and Mozzarella Gnocchi bake - Serves 6

1 tbsp olive all

1 onion, finely chopped

2 cloves of garlic, crushed

1209 chorizo, diced

2 x 4009 cans of chopped tomatoes
1 tsp caster sugar

600 g fresh gnocchi

125 g mozzarella ball cut into chunks
small bunch of basil , torn

green salad to serve

Heat the oil in a medium pan over a medium heat. Fry the onion and garlic for 8 - 10 minutes,
until soft. Add the chorizo and fry for 5 minutes more. Tip in the tomatoes and the sugar, and season.
Bring to a simmer, then add the gnocchi and cook for 8 minutes, stirring often, until soft. Heat the grill to
high.

Stir 3/4 of the mozzarella and most of the basil through the gnocchi . Put it all into a baking dish. Top with
the remaining mozzarella and grill for about 3 minutes, or until the cheese is melted and golden. Season,
scatter over the remaining basil and serve with the salad.

You could also replace the chorizo with smoked bacon lardons or a change.

Our Master of Wine recommends . . . ..

Let’s look for Italian reds for this spicy Italian dish. We’ll go North to South. If you want to show off your
wine knowledge and spend more than £10, Sainsbury’s Taste the Difference Valpolicella Ripasso will have
lovely rich spicy and cherry flavours. Heading South into Tuscany try the Memoro Red from the coastal
area of Tuscany. It’s an attractive blend of various Tuscan grapes and is from the gloriously eccentric chain
smoking Piccini family. Crossing over to the East Coast to Abruzzo ,the cherry and damson flavoured
Montepulciano d’Abruzzo reds can be found in Morrison’s for £6 and the Vigny Corvina one from the Wine
Society is the best | know £8.75. The South and Sicily are the home of Primitivo and Nero d’Avola wines.
Sainsbury’s Taste the Difference Primitivo £7 is rich and fat and the Wine Society’s Isola della Fiamma
Nero d’Avola has spicy, rich blackcurrant flavours.

What’s Valpolicella Ripasso? In Veneto, the home of Valpolicella they make very serious Valpolicella
Amarone and Reciotto wines by drying the grapes in lofts and barns and fermenting the raisin like dried
grapes in January. When this is finished the winemakers keep the remains skins and add them to a basic
red Valpolicella. This sparks off another brief fermentation and adds a lovely extra perfume ,spice and
weight to the cherry flavours of Valpolicella. That’s how Valpolicella Ripasso is made and the wines are
delicious.
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Art ocus

Two portraits by Richard Brazier
The brown poodle ‘Tia’ is a commission for dear friends of long standing, the black dog is in memory
of ‘Dexter’, owned by friends of over 50 years.

For enquiries about having portraits of your pet please contact Richard on 07721 012178

k %k k %k %k %k k k %k %k *k )k k k

Chair's Award Ceremony
(Somerset Council)
Friday 6th October 2023 at
Taunton Rugby Club

Wayne Hawley receiving the 2023
Chair's Award for Service to the
Community

For a number of years Wayne has cut the playing field grass with a tractor and mower which
he also maintains; his engineering skills have been invaluable.

During the recent refurbishment of the village hall, he designed and built the kitchen
counter, the end result being the standard of a craftsman.

Wayne was a highly effective Councillor and Vice Chairman for Fiddington Parish Council,
having an impressive grasp of detail and complex issues.

Wayne is always willing to help his neighbours, recent examples being transporting a
neighbour to hospital in deep snow, and dampening a thatched roof during the summer,
much to the relief of the anxious owner.

Wayne is always willing to volunteer and whatever he undertakes will be done thoroughly
and to a high standard, there are no half measures with Wayne.
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THE CLIMATE CRISIS: SOMERSET RESPONDS

Everyone will know that among the biggest
long-term challenges we face is the changing
climate and associated loss of biodiversity.

Here in Somerset people are doing what they
can to help slow and hopefully reverse these
processes. On 6 June the new Somerset
Council unanimously approved a county-wide
Tree Strategy.

This has five main themes, one of which is to
plant 240 hectares of new trees and woodland
each year over the next decade, from 2023-
2033.

The aim is to increase Somerset’s tree cover
from the current 8 % to somewhere close to
the UK national average of 13 %. At the formal
launch of the Tree Strategy (at Monks Yard,
lIminster) on 8 September Stowey Green
Spaces Group were invited to give a
presentation on how our community has
responded to the need for more trees.
Other presentations included “Reimagining
the Levels,” South Petherton’s “Trees and
Wildlife Group” (appropriately

abbreviated to TWiG) and “Green liminster.”

Since 2000, when Nether Stowey Primary
School children nurtured and planted the
saplings that have since become Stowey
Millennium Wood, volunteers from in and
around the Stoweys have planted around 2500
trees, in the Millennium Wood, with its
Diamond Jubilee and Platinum Jubilee
extensions, in Stowey Wood itself and along
the A39 Bypass. It is hoped that many

more will be planted, including an extension
westward from Stowey Wood, as soon as
Somerset Council finalize their management
plan for land at New Stowey farm.

On 14 October Stowey Green Spaces, under
the auspices of the Somerset Wildlife Trust,
were also present at a “Wilder Somerset
2023” conference at Bridgwater’s Canalside
Conference Centre.

A series of inspiring talks from volunteer
organizations included presentations from the
Chardstock Group’s “Kit Brook River
Restoration” project to “Greener and Wilder
Blagdon Hill,” Eaton Village Wildlife Group,
Wilder Buckland and the amazing work done
by Transition Town Wellington. The afternoon
session ended with a choice of activities, with
a la group opting for a guided walk of the
Bridgwater Meads Eco Park.

Plans and strategies are of course all very well,
but the real challenge is

to put them into practice. It is uplifting that so
many people in towns and

villages around the County are taking matters
into their own hands, often prompted by or
with the support of their Parish Councils, local
landowners and farmers, to “green” their
surroundings in a bid to help nature recover.

It's a massive task, and time is of the essence,
but every individual contribution is worthwhile
and can help make a difference. If you think
that you can support Stowey Green Spaces
activities in any way, however small, please
don’t hesitate to get in touch.

You can find us on Facebook, at stowey.org.uk
or via the Parish Council or Quantock
Messenger.

Roy Osborne

* @
q 7
ol | Stowey Green Spaces Group |
e Ay w4y
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The Y Ahead

Sat Nov 4™ BOOK SWAP (no cooked breakfast) & ROAD SAFETY TALK
(to follow Book Swap; see below)

Sat Nov 11" JUMBLE SALE

Sat Nov 18" SAUSAGE SIZZLE & Quiz (details on page 3)
Dec 2" BOOK SWAP (WITH Cooked Breakfast)
Dec 16™ CHRISTMAS DINNER (see below))

Dec 19  CAROLS ROUND THE TREE

ROAD SAFETY TALK : Christmas Dinner Deadline :
On November 4th at 11.30am : 26th N Is 5 :
at the end of the Book Swap : ovemoer
there will be a talk by = The Me"“is";iz in October’s
Steve Greenhalgh , :
the Somerset Road Safety Officer. £23 per head.

It is a fascinating and useful talk.

Carol Taylor tel: 01278 732046 /
07870 238102
Email:
caroltaylor69@hotmail.co.uk

nﬂa(“illﬂ Payment by cash or BACS,

: please...
for the DEC/JAN issue Fiddington Village Hall, business

. th account,
is Nov.20

Please send all Greetings and donations,
( £10 minimum per Greeting) articles, letters & :
no.ﬁces .ro :. -------------------------------------------- "

Juliet Harkness at
fiddingtonnews@gmail.com

52-30-42; 38088347; Ref — your
surname.

or drop in to:
Redwood,Whitnell Lane, TAS 1JE
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