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Village Hall Committee News
Chairman’s Introduction
Sadly there is very little to report. Current rules and regulations make it almost impossible to hold
events of any sort in the hall.
It's with great regret that we have decided to cancel the Christmas dinner. As rules are at the moment,it
would be both illegal and impractical to try to hold it in any form.
Almost nobody turned up at the hall on Saturday Oct 4th to exchange books at a no coffee book swop.
So, we've decided not to try to do it again. If anybody does want to use the library in the Meaker Room,
please contact a committee member, who will happily arrange access to the hall for you.
I look forward to being able to do a cheerful Chairman's introduction one day!

Note
Next issue is the

Robin Kinahan
Saturday Nov 10th(Chair of the Village Hall Committee)
Saturday
8th December
2pm
www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk
VILLAGE HALL
JUMBLE
SALE
from the Editor Christmas Dinner
Booking form
Christmas one!
on back page

Please send me your Seasonal Wishes either by
post or email as soon as you can with your
donation by cash or cheque to me. All
contributions will go to:

BOOK SWAP

The Bridgwater Food Bank
I will try to make them really special this year as
we won’t be able to get together as usual
Contact details on the back page
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St. Martin’s Church News
It is very good to be able to report that the church is now holding
services on the first three Sundays of the month and that they have
been well attended during October. It has taken a good deal of
preparation by several people and thanks must go to Paul
Matthews, David Scott, Clive Cridge and Andrea Crosland for
preparing the church and making it possible to have correct social
distancing at all times. Due to Covid restrictions it is only possible to use some of the pews and, even
though the church is small, it is still possible to get quite a number of people into the church safely.
Face masks must be worn throughout the service and at present there is no singing, in line with
Church of England guidelines, however there is music. Hand hygiene is also being observed.

Services for November
Sunday 1 November (All Saints) 9am Eucharist
Sunday 8 November (Remembrance) 9am Eucharist
Sunday 15 November 9am Eucharist
st

th

th

On Sunday 22 November and Sunday 29 November there will not be a service in St Martin’s but there
will be a 10.30 am Zoom service which you are most welcome to join at home. If you would like to be
part of either of these then please let Paul Matthews (732175) know for details.
nd

th

Private Prayer
The church is still opening on a Wednesday afternoon- 1pm to 5pm for private prayer. On the Sundays
when there is a service in the church the church has to be closed for cleaning after the service and
cannot reopen for 72 hours until the Wednesday opening. Unfortunately this means that it is only on
the fourth and fifth Sundays in the month that private prayer sessions on Sunday mornings can happen.
If you are unsure please do ring me (Jenny Kinahan 732190) to check on days and times.

Remembrance Sunday

Sunday November 8

th

The service on November the 8th at 9 am will be a Eucharist taken by Bishop George Cassidy and it will
be followed by a short service of Remembrance at 9.45am.
For anyone who wishes to take part in an act of remembrance but is unable, or would rather not come,
to the Eucharist you are most welcome to come along at 9.45 am to the church. There will be a short
musical interlude between the two parts of the service to allow anyone to join at this point. The
Remembrance part of the service will be about 20 minutes long and include music, prayer and
thanksgiving and remembrance for lives lost.

In Flanders Fields
by John MacCrae

In Flanders fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row,
That mark our place; and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, fly
Scarce heard amid the guns below.

We are the Dead. Short days ago
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,
Loved and were loved, and now we lie,
In Flanders fields.

Take up our quarrel with the foe:
To you from failing hands we throw
The torch; be yours to hold it high.
If ye break faith with us who die
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow
In Flanders fields.
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200 Club Update
The draws for the 200 Club have not been possible since March due to all village events being cancelled. So the
reintroduction of the Village Hall Book Swap was a welcome opportunity to catch up and identify the winning
ticket numbers and distribute prizes for the months of April through to October.
However, a small change has been made to protect people and avoid the need for various individuals to touch
the high-tech ping-pong balls, we have employed the use of a Random Number Generator application that runs
on an iPad. It is this that has been used to pick the following:
Month
April

Prize
£30
£50
May
£30
£50
June
£30
July
£30
£50
August
£30
September £30
£50
October
£30
£50

Nbr
137
62
88
217
119
35
157
191
244
215
103
31

Name
Mrs J. Moore
Mr J.Hancock
Mrs M. Parr
Mr J. Marchent
Mr N. Richard
Mrs C. Wright
Mr. R. Cole
Ms C.Herniman
Mr & Mrs E. Venner
Mr & Mrs C. Ovett
Mrs A. Kolarides
Mr R. Hubbard

Our congratulations to all the winners. Hopefully the Book Swap and therefore the draws will continue to be
possible in November and December (the big one)
Paul Matthews

Eve Joslin
It is with deep regret that we announce that
Eve Joslin died peacefully on Sunday 18th
October in a Nursing Home in Winchester.
Her son Adrian had moved her there to be
close to her family but sadly she was there only a
few weeks.
Eve had lived in Fiddington for over fifty years and
during that time became fully involved in the life of
the village. She served on the Village Hall
Committee for over thirty years and when she
stepped down from that role she was still keen to
help out at Village Hall events whenever she could.
She was also a member of the WI and a member of
the Church.
Eve’s enthusiasm for life and her wicked sense of
humour will be missed by all who knew her.
We send condolences from the village to Adrian and
Jacqui and all members of her family.
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Report from Fiddington PC
This is my first report for quite some time. The Parish Council has been functioning as best as it could
under the circumstances without having meetings. Our first meeting was held on 23 July via Zoom.
This was primarily to agree the financial accounts and the annual audit return to 31 March 2020. We have
a certificate of exemption (as our Income and Expenditure does not exceed £25,000) and do not need to
submit our accounts to the external auditors.
Instead they are published on our website www.fiddington-pc.org.uk
rd

st

Our second meeting was held on 15 September again by zoom and our meetings will continue to be held
this way for the foreseeable future. Joining details for our meetings will be on the agenda which is
displayed on the notice boards and the website. Anyone is welcome to join our meetings. Our next
scheduled meeting will be on 17 November 2020.
th

th

Highway issues continue to be a regular feature on our agendas
and ongoing
Forwarded
fromdiscussions are taking place
with highways with reference to the poor road conditions andPress.Office@Sedgemoor.gov.uk
the lack of activity regarding repairs.
by Tina Gardener
We have seen only 3 planning applications this year;
Clerk toatFiddington
Parish Council
28/20/00001 – Prior approval approved for a single storey extension
The Old Orchard
01278
652642
28/20/00002 – The Parish Council supports the extension to an existing garage at Summer Cottage.
www.fiddington-pc.org.uk
28/20/00003 – The Parish Council offered no observations for the outline planning permission for a
dwelling in the garden of The Old Forge.

Coronavirus
Somerset County Council posts regular updates on its website and you can sign up for email updates using
the following link https://www.somerset.gov.uk/coronavirus/covid-19-latest-advice/
You can also contact the Somerset Coronavirus Helpline on 0300 790 6725.
During this difficult time please stay safe and follow the Government guidelines and
look out for your neighbours.
Tina Gardener
Clerk to Fiddington Parish Council
01278 652642
clerk@fiddington-pc.org.uk
www.fiddington-pc.org.uk

A Message from Sue Young
As I was not able to hold a
MacMillan coffee morning this year,
I shall be sending donations directly
to the company.
If you feel you would like to
donate please send your donation
to: Macmillan Cancer Support
Sue Young, Manor Barn,
Fiddington, TA5 1JQ.
Thank you very much.

The Marion Evered Trust
Sadly 2020 has been dominated by the covid pandemic and
cancellations everywhere, unfortunately it has dramatically affected
our fundraising with all our normal events having to be cancelled, also
with regret we are unable to hold our annual presentation dinner, which
should have been this weekend.
This years evening was also planned to be a special tribute to the
trustee namesake Marion Evered who sadly passed away earlier this
year
As a trust we have received several donations from various people
during the year including money donated at Marion’s funeral it is
intended to hold this money in the trustee fund to kickstart next year
when hopefully we can resume normal fundraising activities and it will
boost next year’s total.
Thank you to everybody for your continued
support, stay safe and let’s hope for a better 2021

www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk

Page 4

M

n Starer

There has been a bit of a hoo haa in the press recently about the possibility of finding life on Venus,
some of you may have read about it. I feel the need to put a bit of context around the story.
So here goes.....Venus is our nearest neighbour, it is roughly the same size as the earth but lies nearer
the sun than we do.
It is a very unpleasant place ......not unlike a Weatherspoons during happy hour, which as far as I can see
appears to run from 8am till closing.....but I digress. The surface temperature on Venus is 450 degrees
centigrade, similar to the inside of a Spanish hire car in July; this is hot enough to melt lead so very
unlikely to support life. So where is this life then?
Venus has a very thick atmosphere, it’s very different from ours though.
Our atmosphere consists of a delicious mix of nitrogen and oxygen, where as Venus’ is 98% carbon
dioxide with sulphuric acid clouds. A bit like the atmosphere in my bedroom after a particular hot
chicken madras.
A gas called phosphine has been detected in the atmosphere of Venus and this is a known by-product of
co2 breathing bacteria on earth.
There are ways to produce phosphine without bacteria but these are being ruled out one by one.
We are now at the point where it’s either being produced by a chemical process we don’t know about or
living bacteria.
If the investigations prove Venus has bacteria in its atmosphere then this will be one of the biggest
discoveries in human history. It has huge implications, it means that if microbial life can exist in the
harsh atmosphere of Venus then it can live almost anywhere.
If it turns out to be true then it’s likely the whole universe is teeming with life, and as we have evolved
from bacteria maybe other intelligent life has evolved that way too.
NASA has now given the thumbs up for a flurry of missions to
Venus to find the truth.
Just think, there’s a chance that we can say
‘I was there when they discovered life on another world.’
In a strange twist of irony we have spent centuries and vast
sums of money scanning the sky looking for the tell tale
signs of life only to find the stuff right next door!
We hold our breath.
Steve Page
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Writers’ Wordsearch

Quotes Quiz

th

Can you find twelve 19 Century English
writers in the grid?
Answers on the back page
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Progress on The Field Container………..

Recognise all these quotes?

Answers on the back



“How do I love thee, Let me count the ways”



“It was the best of times, it was the worst of
times”



“Reader, I married him”



“Stands the Church clock still at ten to three?
And is there honey still for tea?”



“In Xanadu did Kubla Khan
A stately pleasure dome decree..”



“To lose one parent, Mr Worthing, may be
regarded as a misfortune; to lose both looks like
carelessness”



“I wandered lonely as a cloud
That floats on high o’er vales and hills..”



“Cry ‘God for Harry!’, England and Saint
George”

August

Late August
September

Watch this space!.........

October
Late Ocrober
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One could be forgiven for thinking that there’s not much going on, down in the Fiddington
Brook. For the most part, its waters flow in pleasing tranquillity, save when downpours of
rain generate angrily purposeful torrents of reddened run-off through which nothing can
be seen. At quieter times, the green waterweed extends gracefully downstream, but not
much else seems to move within the waters. At least, not by daytime.
It takes some of the younger denizens of the village to find out what’s going on down
there. Endowed with curiosity, a sense of adventure, wellies, nets and sharp eyes, they
soon discover what a fair proportion of the adults hardly suspect – that there are all
manner of fish lurking among the rocks and under the overhanging banks. There came a
delightful spectacle, back in September, of four triumphant youngsters taking up the width
of the lane as they headed away from the stream, the littlest of them, Chloe Roberts,
clutching a fistful of nets on bamboo canes and two of the others holding a bucket of water
between them, while the fourth cheerfully proclaimed what they had caught.
They were more than happy to show their catch: Sticklebacks, some Loach, a few
Bullhead and a couple of Eels. All were destined to spend a week or two in aquarium
tanks, being scrutinised by their other captors – Chloe’s sister Lyra, Charlotte Hills and
Alex Evans. They had also had the presence of mind to gather up some of the waterweed
and whatever else would make for suitable habitat.
So those who thought the stream to be devoid of interest might care to take note. Eels are
spotted from time to time by those who care to stare awhile, (as observed by Wayne and
Heather Hawley last year-ed) and some with longer memories tell of trout in the past,
even an escape of carp on one occasion. Alex’s dad reckoned that an Otter probably
helped to clean up on the latter, before it went on to hang around the campsite awhile –
and otter-spraint can sometimes be spotted near the bridges by the eagle-eyed.
There are some fine birds associated with the stream, of course: Mallard, Moorhen,
occasionally a Little Egret…. Oh, and Kingfisher and Grey Wagtail, to say nothing of the
Swallows and Martins that gather streamside mud for their nests in springtime.
I have yet to spot any Water Voles along the course of the stream locally, but surely they
ought to be there? There certainly are some lovely dragonflies associated with it,
including both Beautiful and Banded Demoiselles, along with the Golden-ringed
Dragonflies – species which breed in running water rather than ponds.
Rod Cole

www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk
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Ham hock and 3 bean stew
Serves 2
Buy a whole smoked ham hock and cook it slowly
with a bouquet garni in water for about 4 hours.
The meat should fall off the bone and the water
becomes the stock after you pass it through a sieve.
Any left over meat can be frozen.
50ml rapeseed oil (or similar)

Ingredients
1 onion, chopped
2 cloves of garlic, chopped
1 carrot, diced
2 sticks of celery, diced
2 sprigs of thyme
1 tin mixed beans, drained
1 tsp wholegrain mustard
500 mls ham stock ( use ham stock cube if not cooking the meat from scratch)
150g cooked smoked ham hock
Black pepper and sea salt
1 bunch parsley, finely chopped.

Method
Pour the oil into a pan placed over a medium heat, then fry the onion and garlic until lightly
caramelised. Add the carrots, celery and thyme and cook for another 5 minutes, or until lightly
browned. Now stir in the beans and mustard and cook for one minute more.. Add the stock
and slowly bring to the boil, tip in the meat and simmer for 10 to 15 minutes or until the
vegetables are fully cooked. Season to taste then add the chopped parsley and serve.

Our Master of Wine recommends . . .
Either a light red, such as Beaujolais, or a white made from the
Chardonnay grape will go with this. I’d go with the Chardonnay.
Available in Sainsbury’s are two reliable New World Chardonnays –
Oyster Bay Chardonnay from NZ at £8.50 and Caillero del Diablo
Chardonnay from Chile at £7.50.
Sainsbury’s also has, from Burgundy,
the Blason de Bourgogne Macon Villages at £8.50.
Before I retired, I used to blend this wine!

www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk
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Monster moth turns up at Whitnell!
Bob Keene did well to spot and then photograph the fine
but unusual moth that turned up at his window. It proved
to be a Blue Underwing (or Clifden Nonpareil), probably
the first to be recorded in the parish. It has a close
relative, the Red Underwing, with which residents might
be familiar, but the Blue Underwing is even bigger.
It is also very rare – or has been. For many years it was
known only as a migrant from the Continent, but since
about 2007 it appears to have established a breeding
colony in southern England, from which it is gradually
spreading. So far as we know, Bob’s moth is the first to
be seen in Fiddington – and news has reached us of no
less than four being encountered at Holford this autumn.
It is attracted to light – so watch out for it at the window
at night.
The larval foodplant is Aspen, but it might also breed on
other types of poplar. (Is there any Aspen in Fiddington?)
Rod Cole

Planning a noisy November 5th?
Don’t forget to warn your neighbours
So they can put ear plugs in---(And you could warn their owners too!)

NOV, 5th
FIREWORK
WARNING!
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Writers’ Wordsearch answers :










Answers to Quotations:
Sonnet by Elizabeth Barrett Browning
A Tale of Two Cities by Charles Dickens
Jane Eyre by Charlott Bronte
‘The Old Vicarage,Granchester’ by Rupert Brooke
‘Kubla Khan’ by S.T. Coleridge
‘The Importance of being Earnest’ by Oscar Wilde
‘Daffodils’ by William Wordsworth
Henry V by William Shakespeare

William MakepeaceThackeray, Charles
Dickens, Arnold Bennett, H.G. Wells,
Mary Shelley, Joseph Conrad, Elizabeth
Gaskell, George Eliot, Wilkie Collins,
Charlotte,Emily & Anne Bronte, JaneAusten,
AnthonyTrollope.

fiddingtonnews@gmail.com

Deadline
for the Christmas Issue is

November 21st


Please send articles/photos/letters by
email or by post to
Juliet Harkness
Redwood, Whitnell, TA5 1JE
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