We are grateful to Hinkley Point B Power Station, EDF, for printing this Newsletter

Village Hall Committee News
Chairman’s Introduction
In these days of rising infections, we continue to carefully reopen the hall. It was great to recently have
the Hamlet Act 6 play in the hall. Most people were masked and congregated outside, but we
managed. Thank you Dennis Harkness for your excellent play and to Juliet for organising it all.
There are various announcements scattered around this News, so please do read them and make any
reservations you want to. It is much more difficult to organise events safely, if we don't know numbers.
A bit of good news is that we have achieved the Viridor grant for new playground equipment.
By early 2022 summer, we will have a new slide, new swings, the wobbly monkey replaced with a
seesaw and new safety matting under the new equipment. Huge thanks to those who sent supporting
letters and emails and to Andrew Watson and Heather Hawley for their help in getting the grant.
Keep safe and well.
Saturday Nov 10th

Note
Next issue is the

Robin Kinahan
Saturday
8th December
2pm
VILLAGE HALL
JUMBLE
SALE(Chair of the Village Hall Committee)
www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk
from the Editor Christmas Dinner
Christmas one! Booking form
on back page

Please send me your Seasonal Wishes either by
post or email as soon as you can with your
donation by cash or cheque to me.
All contributions will go to:

The Bridgwater Food Bank

Book
Christmas Dinner
Menu and form on Page 9

Contact details on the back page
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Services for November at St. Martin’s, Fiddington

For services in the church masks are still required and social distancing has still to be observed for
the time being. There will be hand sanitiser at the door. Singing quietly behind a mask is now
permitted but sadly we cannot yet have a get together for coffee after the service. Catch- up chats are
fine in the church grounds though!
Sunday Nov 7th Eucharist 9am with a short Act of Remembrance to follow.
Sunday Nov 14th Eucharist 9am
Sunday Nov 21st Eucharist (BCP) 9am
Sunday Nov 28th Benefice Service at 10.30am on Zoom (Access Code/meeting ID is 871 855 3016)
ALSO
Every Tuesday at 10.00 am there is an on line Home Group Bible Study and every Wednesday at
10.00 am there is an online service with hymns, prayers and a thought for the day. Everyone is most
welcome to all or any online events and the access code/meeting ID is 871 855 3016 as above.
A very big thank you to all who decorated the church for Harvest Thanksgiving and who brought
Harvest gifts. The tinned and packet goods were donated to Bridgwater Foodbank and the fresh goods
to Stockmoor Lodge. A sum of £50 has been sent to The Royal Agricultural Benevolent Fund (RABI).
Everyone suddenly burst out singing;
And I was filled with such delight
As prisoned birds must find in freedom,
Winging wildly across the white
Orchards and dark-green fields; on - on - and out of sight.

Everyone Sang
by Siegfried Sassoon

Everyone's voice was suddenly lifted;
And beauty came like the setting sun:
My heart was shaken with tears; and horror
Drifted away ... O, but Everyone
Was a bird; and the song was wordless;
the singing will never be done.

200 Club – September & October Draws
Thankfully the October Book Swap and Coffee Morning survived the recent list of Village event
cancellations enabling these draws to take place. Our thanks to Jane Zambra and Jon Scott for assisting
with the draw and congratulations to the winners.
September
£30 – No 66: Mrs Olive Hancock
£50 – No 235: Mr Graham Wood
October
£30 – No 133: Mrs Pat Richards
£50 – No 72: Mr Wayne Hawley
www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk

Paul Matthews
Page 2

Are YOU Plotting a noisy
November 5th ?!
(warn your neighbours and their owners too)

We have the
following date
booked in for
fireworks at
Quantock Lakes in
2021:
Saturday
20 November 2021
( Thanks! Ed)
th
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Fiddington Parish Council Vacancy
Are you interested in becoming a Parish Councillor as we currently have a vacancy? Please consider this
and if you are interested and would like more information please contact the Clerk clerk@fiddingtonpc.org.uk or the Chairman, Derek Buller on 733696
It is not an onerous job, we only meet six times a year for our regular meetings plus occasional
meetings for planning.
We are hoping to co-opt someone at our next meeting to be held on 16th November 2021
Tina Gardener
Clerk to Fiddington Parish Council
01278 652642
clerk@fiddington-pc.org.uk
www.fiddington-pc.org.uk

The Marion Evered Trust
On the 16th November we will be remembering trust namesake Marion
Evered, who would have been 100 on that date, sadly she passed away at
the fantastic age of age of 98. Anybody that knew her would agree what
a fantastic lady she was.
Christmas Raffle books are now for sale with some great prizes including
a 3 night break at Unity holiday park, Brean. A 3 night glamping break in a
Shepherd’s hut at Quantock Camping, Christmas Hamper, Breakfast
Hamper plus other great prizes. If you require tickets and we haven’t
seen you yet then contact Ian on 07984943464 or Pauline on 01278
732522.
Thanks for your continued support and hopefully see you all soon.

www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk
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The case for (some) long grass
Regularly mown grass looks wonderfully neat and manicured, bringing satisfaction and
joy to its beholder. Moreover, with modern equipment it is seductively easy to generate, with the
corresponding temptation to lay low any other area of grass that comes under one’s control. Let order prevail!
Don’t get me wrong: it has its place. We all resort to it. But applied too indiscriminately it comes at a
price in terms of the natural environment. Not much can live on a mown lawn. No grasshoppers, for a
start. Caterpillars? Beetles? Flying insects?
But we want our hedgehogs! Why aren’t there any? Precious few frogs and toads…. any lizards?
Voles? Shrews? As adults we cannot hear the squeaks of the latter any more – but so what? They are
probably not there to be heard (or precious few).
Yet it is so easy to leave some areas of grass unmown all summer long, allowing insects to colonise and
proliferate and wildflowers to bloom and set seed. Amphibians move in. Other things happen too. A
section of the churchyard that was unmown this summer drew the moles from elsewhere within God’s
Acre, for it was cooler and moister and better endowed with earthworms than the hot, dry expanses of
mown order. Some delightful but quite scarce wildflowers bloomed and set seed. Autumnal cutting of
the grass revealed the mole-worked soil, all since levelled – and already there is a scattering of Lady’s
Smock seedlings, bursting forth from long-dormant seed. Crucially, the cut vegetation was removed
rather than rotted in situ, in turn keeping the nutrient level low.
This was achievement enough, one might say. Yet care is needed, for in leaving the grass unmown all
summer one is setting up a lot of butterflies, moths and other creatures to fail, if they move in, only to
have their larvae destroyed when the autumnal cutting takes place.
In such situations, there is a case for a section being left uncut right over winter and well into the next
year, for then the wee creatures survive and metamorphose, and bigger creatures can feast on littler ones,
and the voles and shrews can find a niche…. and wild birds find sustenance among the seedheads (not
only seeds, but wee creatures like spiders).
Indeed, what’s wrong with leaving grass unmown for two or three years, where circumstance permits?
Far more happens, even if not immediately obvious. The owls and kestrels take an interest, for a start.
Other considerations come into play. Long grass produces far more oxygen that short-mown lawn.
Sheltered ground, covered with vegetation both live and decaying, locks carbon dioxide. Machines burn
up oxygen and belch carbon dioxide and other unwanted gasses. Fuel costs money, machines need
expensive maintenance the more they are used.
Every little helps, as the grocer constantly reminds us. And with British wildlife in serious long-term
decline, and Fiddington wildlife so obviously under pressure, it is worth rethinking the attitude to some
of that grass.
Rod Cole

Lady's Smock, a little of which flowered in
the churchyard this year. The appearance of
rather more plants germinating in the sward
at the moment points to considerable hope
for more next year, courtesy of the exposure
to elements plus the excavations of those
moles, turning up the most wonderful tilth.
My photo was taken locally - in the former
glebe meadow - but is relevant in the same
parish, again in an ancient sward.

www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk
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Wild Corner
Weeds or Wild Flowers?
Can you find 18 natives in the grid?

Answers on the back page
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Legend has it that Stingy Jack invited the devil
to have a drink with him, but Jack didn't want to
pay for the drink, so he convinced the devil to
turn himself into a coin. Instead of buying the
drink, he pocketed the coin and kept it close to a
silver cross in his house, preventing the devil
from taking shape again.He promised to let the
devil go as long as he would leave Jack alone for
a year – and that if Jack died, the devil wouldn't
claim his soul.
After a year, Jack tricked the devil again to
leave him alone and not claim his soul. When
Jack died, God didn't want such a conniving
person in heaven and the devil, true to his word,
would not allow him into hell.Jack was sent off
into the night with only a burning coal to light his
path. He placed the coal inside a carved-out
turnip and has been roaming the earth ever
since.
People in Ireland and Scotland began creating
their own creations of Jack's lanterns out of
turnips, beets and potatoes.

(ed)
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Chicken noodle soup
a meal in itself - serves 6 freezes well.
I do that in individual portion tupperware.
1 x1.8kg (or small) chicken
8 black peppercorns
6 nice fat cloves of garlic - unpeeled
Small bunch of flat leaf parsley ( curly works just as well)
Sea salt
2 onion sliced ( receipt say white onion but ordinary are fine,
it just doesn't look so pretty)
2 carrots peeled and either fine slice or cut small
2 celery stick finely sliced
2 parsley roots ( or a small parsnip just as good) peeled and sliced
a small bunch of dill ( I prefer a thumb of ginger peeled and grated - up to you)
300g small pasta or broken spaghetti.
1. Put the chicken in a large, deep stockpot or casserole. Add the peppercorns, garlic cloves and the
stalks of the parsley. Add a generous amount of the flakey sea salt and enough water to just cover the
chicken and bring to the boil. Skim off any scum that floats to the surface, then reduce to a simmer and
gently bubble, covered for about 45 minutes
2. Add the vegetables and dill ( or ginger) and simmer for a further 15 minutes. Remove the chicken and
veggies from the pan with a slotted spoon. Bring the soup back up to the boil, and bubble, uncovered,
for about 15 minutes to intensify the flavour. Allow to cool completely.
3. Shred the meat from the bones of the chicken and return to the soup with the vegetables.
4. Add the pasta to the soup and simmer gently until al dente, then serve in large bowls.
Actually I do not always bother with pasta and just have a lovely warming nourishing
comforting soup!

Our Master of Wine recommends . . .
A dry Sherry would go with this. Look for the words Fino or Manzanilla on the label. We
are lucky the brand leader Tio Pepe is a decent wine. It’s found in most retailers.
Otherwise, almost any white wine will go with this, but it’s probably best to play safe
with a Chardonnay and even safer one from Chile. The Casillero del Diablo (£7.50 in
Sainsbury)is as as reliable as ever and the Wine Society Chilean Limari Chardonnay
(£7.25) has had rave reviews.
Did you know?....
Sales of booze rose sharply in the off trade during the lockdowns.
The fastest growing drinks category during these lockdowns was Sherry, admittedly
from a low base.

www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk
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Postbag
Thank you to all those who gave a hand doing the
yearly stream maintenance on 17th September,
including Hilary Burland with refreshments.
The last 2 years we have reduced the area treated,
leaving more vegetation up stream to slow the flow
into the village during heavy rain fall. Despite this, a
huge amount of vegetation was removed within the
central village area where most of the overflow
collects during flooding. David Isaac informed me
that the little dam and off shoot opposite The Old
Orchard House has apparently been there since
times when the meadows were flooded with stream
water. Now that ground has houses on it, perhaps
there is less area for rainwater to disperse during
flooding? If anyone knows more about this or has
any phographs, perhaps you would like to send
them to Juliet for the News Letter?
Heather Hawley

Hamlet Act Six
A big thankyou to everyone who came
along to Hamlet Act Six (a comedy) .
We were able to donate £475 to Taunton
Welcomes Refugees. Special thanks to Ruth
and Richard Brazier for the scrummy tea for
Cast & Crew after the show.
Juliet Harkness

Sue Young
I, along with Louise and Gerald, started with the
Fiddington Art Group in 2008 and enjoy painting
watercolour, pastels and at the moment
concentrating on acrylics. But also enjoy the social
side of the group!

Acrylic on board

www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk
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Friday December 10th
7pm for 7.30pm
Please complete the form and return it to Carol Taylor at

MENU
Desserts

Baskets of bread on the tables

Starters

Christmas pudding with brandy
sauce
or
Irish cream cheesecake
or
Pavlova
or
Cheese & biscuits

Mushroom soup with truffle oil & croutons
or
Prawn cocktail
or
Chicken liver pate with chutney & sour dough toast

Mains
Traditional roast turkey with all the trimmings
or
Roast beef and Yorkshire pudding
or
Asparagus & minted pea risotto (v)

Tea & coffee with mince pies

Seasonal vegetables

Christmas Meal Booking Form (send to Carol Taylor by November 19th)

Stonecroft, Church Rd,
Fiddington TA5 1JG
email:
caroltaylor69@hotmail.co.uk

Name of Booker..............................................Phone no:.................................... Telephone 01278 732046
Dietary
Name/s of
Requirements?
Starter
Guest/s
Main
Dessert
Cheese

Pavolva

Cheesecake

Xmas Pud

Risotto

Beef

Turkey

Pate

Cocktail

Soup

£21 per person
please PAY
CAF Bank
Fiddington
Village Hall
Sort: 40-52-40
Acc: 00015234
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Nov 6th

Book Swap

with continental breakfast for £4 or coffee and biscuits £1

Nov 13th Village Hall Quiz
Nov 15th Village Hall AGM
Dec 4th

Book Swap

(see announcement below)
(see announcement below)

and afterwards decorate the hall

Dec 10th Christmas Dinner (see announcement and booking form on previous page)

Fiddington Village Hall Quiz

Village AGM

th

Saturday 13 November
At 6.30pm
Tables of four
Tickets £7.50 per person
Ploughman’s with Cheese or
Beef & Chutneys
Bring you own drinks
Due to present conditions
please book asap
Contact Ruth or Richard
01278 734565 or Mob: 07721012178
(Covid permitting)

November 15th
7pm
Wine and cheese served
afterwards.

Please come with ideas and
questions. It's your hall!

fiddingtonnews@gmail.com

Weeds or Wild plant WORDSEARCH answers:

Deadline
for the Christmas Issue is

Dock, Plantain, Nettle, Columbine, Hemlock,
Ragwort, Thistle, Clover, Ramsons, Dandelion,
Corncockle, Meadowsweet, Cowparsley,
Chickweed, Comfrey, Bramble, Purslane, Daisy (ed)

Please send articles/photos/letters by
email or by post to
Juliet Harkness
Redwood, Whitnell, TA5 1JE

November 22nd

NB: Don’t forget to send your Christmas Messages
to friends and family in aid of the Foodbank (ed)
[Type a quote
from the
document or
the summary
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