We are grateful to Hinkley Point B Power Station, EDF, for printing this Newsletter

Village Hall Committee News

Chairman’s introduction

Hello everyone,

Well the nights are drawing in and dare | say it Christmas is approaching fast.
Please keep in mind the Christmas meal on December 16"-
( NB the Menu and Booking form are on page 11)
We also have the last jumble sale of 2023 on Saturday the 4th November

Take care everyone

James U’'Dell

(Chair of the Village Hall Committee)
www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk

James is celebrating
his 50" Birthday!

Christmas N
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! ~ Dates for the Diary ~
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Report from Fiddington PC

The latest Parish Council meeting was held on 19th September 2023.

We are pleased to report that Wayne Hawley was nominated for Somerset Council’s
Chairman’s Award for service to the community by the Parish Council and his nomination
was accepted. Wayne was nominated for maintaining the playing field and tractor, helping
with the refurbishment of the village hall, helping his neighbours and being a highly
effective councillor and much more. A well-deserved recipient.

Planning application 28/23/00010 for erection of an agricultural building at Pops Farm was
discussed and was supported by the Parish Council.

Last month the Parish Council visited Mill Farm to view the changes planned. This includes
using the existing storage area for pitches and a new site for storage. Some of the existing
pitches are too small and the plan is to increase the size of some of the older pitches. This
will not result in any increase in the total number of pitches. It is hoped that there will be an
opportunity for villagers to have a similar tour in the next few months.

As reported previously application 28/21/00009 for change of use at Keenthorne Nurseries
has still not been resolved. Bat and Ecology surveys need to be completed but they can
only be done at certain times of the year.

It is planned for a 40mph limit to be put in place along the A39 from the Cannington
roundabout past Swang Farm and would link with the existing 40mph near the Apple Tree
Cottage. We are also hoping for a 30mph limit in the vicinity of the Cottage Inn.

Our next meeting will be held at 7.00pm on Tuesday 21 st November in Fiddington Village
Hall.
Everyone is welcome to attend.

Tina Gardener

Clerk to Fiddington Parish Council
clerk@fiddington-pc.org.uk
www.fiddington-pc.org.uk

01278 652642

INSURANCE THAT’S
ON YOUR DOORSTEP

Call our office in Bridgwater on
01278 663216

| BRIDG
FLOORING CONTRACTORS
Carpets - Vinyls — Laminates - Woods

Factory Outlet Sales 01278 434727
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ST. MARTIN’S CHURCH FIDDINGTON OCTOBER

Sunday October 1st Eucharist 9am
h .
Sunday October 8" Harvest Praise 4pm
o 0 Sunday October 15th  Eucharist 9am
m Sunday October 22nd  Family Service 9am
Sunday October 29" Deanery Festival Service 10.30am Stogursey

Everyone is very welcome to any service. There is always coffee and
tea after the service and if you would just like to come along for a coffee
and a chat please do. The services are usually about about an hour in
length.

Strawberry Cream Tea

A huge thank you to everyone who came to the Strawberry Cream tea. We had record
numbers and made the huge sum of £700 for “Heart for India”, the Deanery Mission
Project for this year. The money is going towards digging a well for a village in rural
India.

Harvest Supper and Harvest Praise

Harvest Supper will be on Saturday October 7" 6.30pm for 7pm at Fiddington Village Hall.
The cost will be £10 per head for soup, main course and pud. This is always a very enjoyable
evening, everyone is welcome. Please let me know for catering as soon as possible if you are
coming so that we can cater for everyone. Jenny Kinahan Tel: 01278732190 or email:
jenny.kinahan@hotmail.so.uk

Harvest Praise will be on Sunday October 8" 4pm

A very important Date for your diary

Sausage Sizzle and Quiz
Saturday November 18™ More details in the November Newsletter

Are there any Musicians out there?

If you would like to play for any of the services in the month please contact David Scott ( 01278
732589 or davidscottHSD@aol.com ) There is a piano keyboard in the church and David is very
happy to instruct on converting to playing the organ if wished. Any instrument you happen to
play would be a great addition to the music on the fourth Sunday.

200 Club — Draw Results

The September draw was made at the recent meeting of the Parochial Church
Council. The winning tickets were:

£30 — No 179: Pauline Read

£50 — No 165; Sally Holt
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Aurora Borealis

The northern lights, or the aurora borealis,

are beautiful dancing waves of light

that have captivated people for millennia.

But for all the beauty, this is a rather

violent event. Photo by Hector Harkness
Energized particles from the Sun slam into Earth's upper atmosphere at speeds
of up to 45 million mph (72 million kph), but our planet's magnetic field protects
us from the onslaught. The colours we see are caused by the interaction of these
charged particles with the two main gases in the atmosphere; oxygen gives a
green colour and Nitrogen gives pink.

We sometimes get higher levels of activity due to solar flares or coronal mass ejections
when huge amounts of charged particles are emitted in a very violent eruption.

These events can also disrupt our daily lives by causing power surges on the grid leading to
blackouts or loss of internet. To read about it further look up 'Carrington event' on the web.

Earth's magnetic field redirects the particles foward the poles, so we have both
northern and southern lights. These can be seen occasionally in the UK and have
been recorded as far south as Cornwall but we are very unlikely to see them
from Fiddington because of the glow from the HPC construction site.

Wayne Hawley

K Silk

General Building and Decorating

The Busy Body Series
Kye Silk Heather Hawley

All Building works
Groundworks
Maintenance
Decorating
Landscaping

07474 465341

KyesilkO3@gmail.con

@ ‘ || Ellicott Contract Services
X Landscaping & Ground Maintenance

: N
Ben Ellicott N

Modern & Friendly Environment R S B O

Gift Vouchers Available
Ladies Gents & Children
Full Disabled Access Ash Tree House

East Street Cannington TA5 2HJ Tel: 01278-651251 0IRERS oY i Roud

01278 734750 Fiddington TAS 1JG
www.browns-hairandbeauty.co.uk

www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co




Travels with my Father by Jane Zambra

1969 was a different sort of holiday. My father thought he should visit the office in
Delhi, just a quick look, before traveling elsewherel

We had with us that year my cousin Charlotte, a leggy blue eyed blond. She had got
engaged just 3 days before coming away so her packing had not been very thorough . So she
wore mostly my things which were even shorter on her than on me. The Indian men did not
know what had hit them.

We had a quick day looking at the sites of Delhi, but the thing that I remember most
were the immaculate green lawns in front of the Government building designs by Lutyens in
the 1920s. They were being mown with a mower pulled by a cow! An Indian cow, not
friesian or Devon red type of cow.

Then we flew North to Nepal, fo Kathmandu, the capital, then an almost medieval town
with wooden buildings and ox carts, and from there we went up into the foothills of the
Himalayas and gazed at K5 and Everest. The air was so clean and pure . From there to
Pokhara ( flying by Yeti Airlines - honestly !). The airport then was just a mown runway (
more cows with mowers) and the check in desk was under a large tree.. We were to visit the
Chitwan National Park, staying at the Tiger Tops game lodge. No electricity and the rooms
were in tree houses. We had dinner in the evening around a huge fire pit, with just the
firelight to see by. Char and I had a little mishap in our room as she needed to go to the loo
during the night and knocked over the oil lamp. Broken glass all over the floor and no way to
see where it was. And not able to find slippers either. But we survived. We set off in the
morning on elephants to go through the jungle to see if we could find tigers, but sadly no
luck, but we had a wonderful day and the elephants were lovely. If travelling by elephant do
always try and sit up front, the air is more savory than at the rear.

We went back to Pokhara airport to catch a flight, via Kathmandu to Delhi. The pilot had
other ideas. He wanted to fly, on an unscheduled route, west somewhere first to pick up a
delivery of something. My mother said ' No you can't do that as we have an international
connection to catch'. Stand Off. So my Mama went and sat, very firmly, on the steps of the
aeroplane (it was only a little one), and would not let anybody on until the pilot agreed to
take us back.

Agra and the Taj Mahal lacked a bit of excitement after that episode, however it was
wonderful to see, in the evening light, with the heat coming off the marble of the building..
From there we went to Jaipur and rode on more elephants up to the ancient palace of
Amber, The Indians are great at building spectacular palaces in strange places, as from
there we went to stay in Udaipur, in the fantastic Lake Palace, which had recently been
made into a hotel. The Raja ( actually he is a Mewar) had kept all the wonderful stained
glass in the windows and as much of the palace furnishing as practical. We were very lucky
as there was water in the lake, sometimes there is none for several years running.

What an experience. I have been back to India several times since, but nothing will ever
match that wonderful trip.
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MACMILLAN COFFEE

MORNING

The coffee morning went very well and we
raised £265.50 which together with outside
donations of £470.00 made a total of

£735.50

Thanks to everybody that came and also
the many helpers that | could not do without!

Sue Young

Royal British Legion

POPPY APPEAL 2023:

A little reminder that it’s that time of year
again and | will have poppies available from
26th October.

I will do my best to get round the village to all
those who would like to donate to this very
worthy cause.

Thank you.

no further.

appointments.

support you in any way.
Contact Details

Mobile. 07966694412

Angie Cares

If you are looking for a care provider look

Whatever your need is, full care or just
someone to shop or take you to

I have over 30 years of experience in
providing care and supporting people to
live independently in their own homes.
Please contact me if you think | can

Email. AngieCares@mail.com

|
I
|
|
|
I
I
|
|
| Hilary Burland
|
|
|
I
I
|
|
I
|

Fireworks at Quantock Lakes

Here's an updated list of fireworks
displays at Quantock Lakes.

They are all reduced volume “Whisper” Einotjusttravel.wanderlust (& $ABTA [Ewanderlust6999
fireworks. As noted previously we will

aim to fire before 10.30pm.

Thursday 5™ October 2023
Saturday 4™ November 2023

o fE
Not Just Travel Wanderlust
0333 121 6999

&

All models of oil-fired boilers & range cookers serviced & repaired
Robert Rowley

07710 182024
robertrowley(@me.com

Over 20 years’ experience

Book once a year and stay warm all winter!
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Hornets and things like that

So far, no sign of those seriously unwanted Asian Hornets

in or around Fiddington, thank goodness, despite

their appearance further south.

Meanwhile, our own native Hornets have not been as
numerous this year as last.There have been a few look-alikes
on the flowers, scaring the unwary.

Try this one — the Hornet Hoverfly Volucella zonaria — N : R T ;
which has been seen in gardens around the village this year. L Ny % ’X “ y

N
Folk can be forgiven for thinking it looks unfamiliar. Hornet Hoverfly Jenny Cole

It is one of the increasing number of species that are extending their range northwards thanks to
climate change, having previously had just a toe-hold on the south coast. As hoverflies go it is a wopper,
but it is perfectly harmless, incapable of stinging.

Bee-Wolf o Rod Cole

Bee-wolf and victim Karl Price

Another incomer from the south, and gradually extending its range is the hitherto very rare
Bee-wolf Philanthus triangulum, which has lately moved into our part of Somerset. It is a

quite large solitary wasp, meaning that it does not exist in the kinds of nests which we

associate with wasps. Instead, each female creates a burrow in an appropriately sandy or

gritty soil, provisioning it with captured hive-bees on which her eggs are laid. The victims

are captured when visiting flowers. The accompanying fine photo, taken by Karl Price at

Willow Park in Essex four years ago, at the time soon after these insects first appeared in that area,
shows the process admirably.

This August a sizeable colony was found along a sandy track at Wall Common, where quite a number of
females were busy excavating and supplying their burrows with hive-bees caught locally, in the manner
shown on the accompanying photo. Unlike the Asian Hornets, the Bee-wolf does not appear to be a
serious threat to bee-hives, and the individual bees are not hunted down outside the hive.

Rod Cole
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Nuts & Seeds Wordsearch The Wild Swans at Coole
Can you find 19 varieties of nuts & seeds in the grid? BY W.B.YEATS
Answers on the back page The trees are in their autumn beauty,
The woodland paths are dry,
WFICITIUN|T|SIE/IH|C|S Under the October twilight the water
SIEISIAIMIE|X|G|P|V|O|Z B/Iirrorsha;ti_"sky: X
pon the brimming water among the stones
UIZIL M[SITIRIUKJY N|O Are nine-and-fifty swans.
NHF|l | UHMVA|IPK|I The nieteenth autumn
e nineteenth autumn has come upon me
FIYIAINZIKIE|I |[YPEH Since I first made my count;
LIXILIZIIl I AIMIWAIOIRIC | saw, before | had well finished,
All suddenly mount
O/A|SIN|JE/AIRILX|P|O]A And scatter wheeling in great broken rings
WLILIVIDILIMIBIEICIAIT Upon their clamorous wings.
EIFIKIAIM[OC|S|ON|R|S I have looked upon those brilliant creatures,
RIKICIUNIXIRINIFIZII |l And now my heart is sore.
All's changed since I, hearing at twilight,
OAIWD|S B[ UNJA|ICE|P The first time on this shore,
MICIHIAII ITIUINIAIEIPIB The bell-beat of their wings above my head,

Trod with a lighter tread.

Unwearied still, lover by lover,
They paddle in the cold
' Companionable streams or climb the air;
O y Their hearts have not grown old;
o3 @” SHa Passion or conquest, wander where they will,
" The morns, are meeker than ikec] were, Attend upon them still.
But now they drift on the still water,
Mysterious, beautiful;
Among what rushes will they build,
By what lake's edge or pool
Delight men's eyes when | awake some day
To find they have flown away?

(Hie nuls are Seliing l:)r‘ou.Sn';
The L:errzj's cheek is PlumPer,
rn:?e rose is out o{‘ louwn.

([Le maPle dears a gayer scar{‘,
’/ ’/
(H}e {ie]cl =N scar‘]el Souﬁn. h’_‘

——

[t I 'ahdinld e Sl LS e, .
I'l Pul a {r"r.n]&ei on.”
N
E’m/y @cﬂir)son p—

i - o\ T
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Pea and Ham soup

Serves 4

1 tbsp oll

1 onion chopped

7509 frozen peas

1 litre hot chicken stock ( home made or cube)

2 x 200 g unsmoked gammon steaks - fat trimmed

1 tbsp chopped fresh chives, + extra for garnish ®
4 tsp creme fraiche

1) Heat the oil in a large pan and fry the chopped onion for 10 minutes, or until softened but not coloured.
2) Stir in the frozen peas and hot stock and bring to the boil. Add the gammon steaks and simmer for 5
minutes until cooked through

3) Lift out the gammon and set aside on a board. Blend the soup until completely smooth ( do this in
batches if needed) Meanwhile shred the gammon into fine pieces.

4) Return the soup to the pan, reheat and add the shredded gammon and the chives.

Serve with a dollop of creme fraiche and the extra chopped chives.

/
Gp Masgter of Wine recommends . . . ..

As a rule of thumb almost all soups are well accompanied by a Fino

Sherry and this is no exception- We are lucky that the brand leader
Tio Pepe is a decent wine and can be found almost everywhere: It is
£13 at Sainsbury’s - sadly all fortified have been hit quite hard by the
recent duty changes- This is a rich soup so a light red might be go0d,
but nothing too delicate - so not a Pinot Noir- Sainsbury’s Taste the
Difference Beaujolais Superieur at £17 should very glugable- A Rioja

might be OK, but don’t spend too much on a Reserva, because it will
W woody- /
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Art ocus

The Otter in soft pastels by Christine Dodden. The Poppies are in watercolour by Joan Escott

Both ladies are long standing members of the Fiddington Art Group which has now  been in existence for

over 14 years.

We meet every Wednesday morning from 10.00 am till 1.00 pm throughout the year.

Richard Brazier (tutor)

3k 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k %k %k %k %k %k %k %k >k >k %k >k >k 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k 3%k 3%k 3%k %k %k %k %k %k %k %k %k >k 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k 3%k %k 3%k 3%k %k %k %k %k %k %k %k >k >k >k 3k 3k 5k 3k 5k 3% 3% %k %k %k *k %k %k %k %k %k >k %k %k %k %k

59°F 2023/08/22 21:12:05

Bob Keene writes .... Photo of one of our three rescue hedgehogs, all
needed vet treatment for injuries....one strimmed, one wire cut and broken leg and one
spray painted !! Now happy in the safety of Whitnell with the existing "hog" population.

A reminder that us humans need to be giving our dwindling population of hedgehogs a
helping hand at this time of year as they prepare to hibernate for winter. They need to
get food on board to fatten up to survive. They will happily eat your slugs/snails but a bit
of kitten biscuit/ wet cat food or hedgehog food put out at dusk with fresh water will

help. No milk.

An area of garden left untidy with woodpiles will help with shelter and a gap or two 15¢cm
square at the bottom of fences allows them to travel to find food.

A new visitor has also travelled to Whitnell. It's a Reeves pheasant. Originating from
China they are the size of a peacock and tails can grow up to 2metres. There are quite
a few in Europe but rare here. Not sure if it's escaped from somewhere or just flown in.
Anyone know ??

www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk




CHRISTMAS DINNER,
16"t DECEMBER_ 2023
7 p.m. for 7.30 p.m.

FIDDINGTON

VILLAGE HALL

BOOKING FORM

 ssa

Handmade Cauliflower Soup and Sourdough Bread ||

Pate with Melba Toast ]

Prawn Cocktail with Marie Rose Sauce ]

MAIN COURSE

Turkey Dinner & all the trimmings ]
Beef Brisket, Yorkshire Pudding e all the trimmings []
Goats Cheese and Caramelised Onion Tart & all the trimmings [

DESSERT

Lemon (Cheesecake with fresh berries ]
Eton Mess ]
Christmas Pudding with Double Brandy Cream [ ]

£23 per head. Please retum by 26" November, to. ...
Carol ‘Taytbr tele: 01278 732046 / 07870 238102
Email: caroltaylor69@ hotmail.co.uk

Payment by cash or BACS, please. ..




The Ahead

e SatOct7™ BOOKSWAP

e SatOct7™ HARVEST SUPPER (6.30 for 7pm- details on Page 3)

e Sat Oct 14" Quiz Cancelled

e SatNov4™ BOOKSWAP (no cooked breakfast) & ROAD SAFETY

(to follow Book Swap; see below)
e SatNov 11" JUMBLE SALE
e Sat Nov 18™ SAUSAGE SIZZLE & Quiz (details in Nov issue)
e Dec2™ BOOK SWAP (WITH Cooked Breakfast)

e Dec16™ CHRISTMAS DINNER (see previous page)

ROAD SAFETY TALK

A date for your diary!

On November 4th at 11.30am

at the end of the Book Swap
there will be a talk by

Steve Greenhalgh ,

the Somerset Road Safety Officer.
It is a fascinating and useful talk.

Don't Forget!

On Sunday 29th you get a

lie-in!

Nuts & Seeds Wordsearch

“-llllllllllllllllllllll..

Answers:

*
*

pistachio, hazel,
coconut, chestnut,
conker, pecan, walnut,
peanut, pine, brazil,
cashew, almond,
macadamia, sunflower,
sesame, poppy, chai,
flax, pumpkin

For the Nov.issue
is Oct.20 ™

Please send all articles,
letters & notices to
Juliet Harkness at

fiddingtonnews@gmail.com

“lllllllllllllllllll..

*

..lllllllllllllllllllllll“

*
..IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII“

*
*
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