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We are grateful to Hinkley Point B Power Station, EDF Energy, for printing this Newsletter.

Village Hall Committee News
It was sad to take down the marquee in September, which is a signal that summer is ending. Thank
you to the folk who turned up to help take it down and clean the side panels. A few bits and pieces have
gone off for repair, which is kindly done for us by the Mill Farm Campsite.
Sadly the Bingo evening has continued the decline in numbers. It's clear that the village don't want
it, so this will be the last one. We all need to understand that Income from successful events is essential to
the financial wellbeing of our Village Hall so we need to think of new ones - ideas anyone?

September 2019

Every year an intrepid band of volunteers helps clear the stream in advance of winter. This year the
clearing will be done on Saturday October 19th. If you can help, please assemble at the village hall at
11am with secateurs, loppers, forks or any other implement you think suitable.
There are some important changes in Diary dates (my apologies) on the back page so do check
these please.
STOP PRESS!!

Soup Lunches
Robin Kinahan

Starting on Thursday November
21st there will be a Soup Lunch held
every 3rd Thursday in the month at
12.30 in the village hall. Put the
date in your diary and come along
for a delicious bowl of soup, catch
up with old friends and meet new
ones! Donation to cover costs.

Village Committee Chair
robin.kinahan@gmail.com
fiddingtonnews@gmail.com

Diary

on Back Page of this issue

Note from the Editor:
Keep your photos and
items coming please- all
greatly appreciated!
‘Short and sweet to
keep it neat’ – Thanks!
JH

I understand freedom of movement
I help people reach their goals
I teach pilates
1-1 equipment based/ group classes

emma

Quantock Pilates

rhys thomas

07928291192
www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk
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FIDDINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Tina Gardener
Clerk to Fiddington Parish Council

clerk@fiddington-pc.org.uk
www.fiddington-pc.org.uk
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Sunday Services for St Martins, Fiddington for October:
Sunday 6 October Eucharist 9am
th

Sunday 13 October Eucharist 9am
th

Sunday 20 October Eucharist (BCP) 9am
th

Sunday 27 October Joint Benefice Service at 10am at West
Quantoxshead
th

Tea and Coffee
is always served after the service. 10am on the first, second and third Sundays (and at 11am on the fourth
Sunday if the service is at Fiddington). Please don’t feel that you need to have been to the service, all are very
welcome for a cuppa, biscuit and a chat.

Harvest Supper
The Harvest Supper will be held in the Village Hall on Saturday

October 12 , 6.30pm for 7pm.
th

Bring your own drinks as usual. If you intend coming please could you ring me or let me know by
email just for numbers for catering purposes. Don’t forget to tell me how many people are coming with you
and whether any of you are vegetarian or gluten free or have other dietary requirements. Thank you.
Jenny Kinahan Tel: 01278 732190 email: jenny.kinahan@hotmail.co.uk

Harvest Praise will be at 4pm on Sunday October 13

th

in the church.

Decorating for Harvest will take place in the morning on Saturday October 12 . Please bring flowers and
produce to the church for decoration that morning and don’t forget that tinned and packaged goods are
warmly welcomed as they will be donated to the Bridgwater Foodbank after Harvest Praise. Thank you.
th

200 Club Draw
The September draw took place at the Book Swap. The winning ticket for £50 was Martin Lane . The £30 winner
has not taken up their winnings so this will be drawn again in the October draw at the Harvest Supper.

Strawberry Cream Tea
A big thank you to all who supported the Strawberry tea. We made a huge sum of over £500 for the
Deanery Mission Project., The Divine Life School in Etomi. It was a lovely afternoon and everyone who
came seemed to enjoy it very much. We had so many people for teas that we had to send out for
reinforcements of cream and jam!

www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk
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FIDDINGTON NEWS’ FOCUS ON RUBBISH!

No change to permit scheme
If you have a free van or trailer permit for recycling sites with a 30 September expiry date, don’t
worry, there’s no need to get a new permit as the scheme is rolling on unchanged. The only
change is that new permits will be blue with no expiry date. Whatever its colour, your card is
still valid – the only time you need to apply for a new permit and destroy your old card is if any
of your details change, such as your address or vehicle.
Somerset’s recycling sites have 1.6m visits a year and, following controls by all nearby councils,
permits have cut congestion, crime and waste, maintained safety and efficiency, and helped
Somerset’s long-term fall in fly-tipping. Click here for details or to apply.
Check recycling site winter timetables
All 16 recycling sites start new winter timetables on Tuesday 1 October 2019. When open
weekdays, all sites will start at 9am and close at 5pm. Saturday and Sunday hours at all 16 sites
remain 9am-4pm all year round. Summer hours - 9am-6pm when sites open weekdays resume on Wednesday 1 April 2020.
Bomb alert on waste safety
A suspected grenade – subsequently proved harmless – has prompted a reminder for people
to check if items are hazardous before taking them to a recycling site. Recycling site don’t
accept explosives or ammunition, and petrol and diesel must be drained from machinery
before recycling. Fuel in mowers and strimmers can start a fire, endangering lives and
diverting firefighters from other blazes. Contact police about ammunition or explosives if you
have questions, and take petrol and diesel to a garage. Check here for hazardous waste advice.
Get ready for Recycle More
The amount of Somerset plastic being recycled is rising fast, thanks to thousands of you taking
millions of household and food plastic pots, tubs and trays to our 16 recycling sites. Don’t
forget, the Recycle More service of expanded weekly recycling collections – those plastic pots,
tubs and trays, plus beverage cartons, household batteries and small electrical items – and
three-weekly rubbish pick-ups starts rolling out across Somerset from mid-2020. To know
more about plastics, check out our new web resources, including a great new Q&A on what
happens to your plastics.
It’s in our hands: empty, rinse, squash
Upcoming Recycle Week - 23-29 September – reminds us all that recycling is “in our
hands”, and urges us to empty, rinse, squash, sort and separate all suitable materials. The week
highlights that more and more people

continued……
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Page 4

are recycling, and how easy it is to join them. Make a note of the dates and share the colourful
posts on our website and social media using hashtags #recycleweek and #inourownhands.
Spot twin skips – ask staff for advice
As part of the 2020 switch from landfilling rubbish in Somerset to using almost all of it to
generate power at a brand-new Resource Recovery Centre (RRC) plant in Avonmouth, all
recycling sites have trial twin skips for unrecyclable waste. One is for materials that will soon go
to the new RRC, the other for materials that must still be landfilled. Ask staff which skip to
use. NB: Staff may check your waste to ensure all recycling has been separated.
Free eco-education – here’s how
Backed by Somerset Waste Partnership, the successful Schools Against Waste campaign led by
Somerset eco-education specialists Carymoor Environmental Trust is starting a new term, and
your child’s school could get a free visit. Schools or groups tackling Key Stage I or II can request
fun workshops on plastics or composting, and a “rubbish assembly”. To apply,
email education@carymoor.org.uk
Watch out for Your Somerset
The latest Your Somerset newspaper will hit your doormat in the next week or so, with a fourpage pull out on all our services and the latest news about kerbside collections and recycling
sites.
Latest media
Our latest communications include:
 Holiday food giveaway advice.
 Our 70+ list of low-waste shops.
 One-bag fly-tip costs man £250.
 Repair cafes around Somerset.
We’ll now be focussing on waste reduction and safety, from tasty Halloween pumpkin recipes
to preventing post-bonfire bin blazes.
Somerset Waste Board
SWB is SWP’s governing body, with two members from each of the five partner councils, one
of which is the portfolio holder for environment and/or waste. The Chair and Vice-Chair are
elected at SWB’s AGM from its membership. SWB agendas and papers are available online.
SWB membership: Mendip – Cllrs Tom Ronan, Adam Boyden; Sedgemoor – Cllrs Janet Keen,
Gill Slocombe; Somerset County – Cllrs David Hall and Clare Paul (Vice Chair); Somerset West
and Taunton – Cllrs Alan Wedderkop, David Mansell; South Somerset – Sarah Dyke (Chair), Tim
Kerley
Information on SWP services
For all advice and information, visit www.somersetwaste.gov.uk. Follow us on Facebook and
Twitter. Sign-up to our e-zine on our website. All partners’ customer service helplines can assist
with service enquiries.

www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk
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Superb Summer
for the Painted Ladies

Painted Lady in Fiddington

Painted Lady on Fleabane

As September has worn on we have had to say goodbye to the Painted Ladies, but what a magnificent year
it has been! We have had the best show of these remarkable migrant butterflies for a decade or more: the
last really big migration was in 2009, although they appear every year in more modest numbers.
This year’s adventure started in late May and particularly throughout June, as successive waves of
butterflies came into the country from the south. They were expected. There were earlier reports of large
numbers building up in Morocco and migrating to countries like Spain, where they bred and produced a
further generation to migrate northwards. They quickly spread across the British Isles and got down to
egg-laying on wayside thistles, including, locally, along Roobies Lane (and in one of the glebe meadows).
A solitary Painted Lady in the garden at Milestone (the author’s dwelling) on 2 nd June appeared to be the
first of the incomers locally. The numbers built up steadily throughout that month, not least along the
coast, where these butterflies abounded among the clifftop flowers. By early July they were looking
ragged and worn, as befitted their long flights: aged retirees haunted sunny locations to live out their final
days, while yet a new generation, of locally-bred, insects was fast developing. The first of this new brood
came onto the wing on 27th July, and throughout August these lovely butterflies were astonishingly
plentiful: we had a dozen and more at a time in our garden. It seemed as if this abundance would go on
forever, as the Painted Ladies jostled with the Red Admirals, Small Tortoiseshells, Commas and, briefly,
Peacocks for nectar.
Then, on 17th September, everything changed. There had been several in the garden on 16 th, yet that next
morning all had vanished, despite the continued sunshine. The air temperature had dropped a little and the
wind had got into the north overnight – and the Painted Ladies had gone, leaving the flowers to the other,
indigenous, butterflies. Almost undoubtedly, they had set off on a return migration, undertaken at
considerable altitude: they have been encountered at 600m height. This contrasts with the incoming
spring migrations, which can be observed at sea level.
Indeed, for a very long time such return flight was doubted, not having been observed. It had been
assumed that the British-born generation was doomed to perish as winter approached, but in 2012 it was
proved that a high-level flight is undertaken. This poses a question: what do the butterflies respond to?
What is the stimulus for such collective behaviour, among butterflies scattered across the countryside and
lacking personal direct experience of the earlier incoming migration? Is there any kind of communication,
or is this a matter of such impulse being hard-wired into the genetic make-up? What are the chances of
the returning butterflies finding foodplants upon which to lay their eggs (in Spain or even Morocco, where
autumn rains might stimulate renewed growth of the essential thistles)?
Whatever it is, it is a truly remarkable phenomenon, and a reminder that the natural world is wonderfully
complex – and that our own neighbourhood is but part of a wider scene. There is a vital place for the
humble thistle.
Rod Cole

P.S. Not all Painted Ladies would have gone on the same occasion. Apart from other considerations,
there had probably been a partial further brood, with fresh butterflies continuing to emerge, as on 24th
September, when a freshly-emerged insect appeared in the garden.
www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk
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Margaret Leppard
We are sad to report that Margaret Leppard, late of Manor Farm, Fiddington, passed away last week at the
age of 90.
Margaret and family moved to Fiddington in 1985 and occupied Manor Farm, previously the home of the legendary
Albert Meaker. They opened and ran the well known Barons Table restaurant in the village until 1994 when it finally
closed. Margaret, a Cordon Bleu cook herself, worked closely with a number of Chefs in creating imaginative and
tasty dishes for the menu.
Margaret was also very active in village affairs and for a time was PCC secretary. She could be found every Sunday
in St Martin’s church and was very committed to the church here and in the wider Benefice. She was keenly
interested in cars and had a wide mechanical knowledge, having learnt to drive in a vintage Le Mans Bentley.
She was a keen gardener with the Manor Farmhouse garden today containing many of her plants and shrubs.
A fitting and living memorial to a gracious Christian lady.
She moved away from Fiddington in 2003 to Cambridgeshire to be closer to family, and came back to visit on a
number of occasions since.
She died after a short illness with her family around her. The funeral was held the lovely old church of St James’ by
the river in Hemingford Grey Cambridge, her spiritual home, on Tuesday 1st October 2019.
We send our condolences to her daughters Jane and Sarah, and to the grandchildren Johny, Douglas, Duncan, Nick
and Holly.

S.O.S to Old Morganians
The buildings that provided a home for Dr.Morgan’s Grammar School for Boys between 1937 and 1973, at
which time the school became a Comprehensive, will be demolished over the next 2 years. Boys who
attended the school in this period, and possibly when it was located in Mount Street, are Old Morganians
but we have lost touch with many of them.
If you know anyone who attended the school during this period we would be grateful if you would
kindly encourage them to GET IN TOUCH with the Secretary so that we may put them on the circulation
list for our Newsletters and invite them to our Annual Dinner in September.
It’s a great opportunity to reminisce with other school Old Boys
With many thanks
Roger Richards (Secretary)
3 The Crescent
Corsham
SN 13 9FT

Tel: 01249 716263
Email: roger47richards@btinternet.com

LIBRARY NEWS
You are invited to the next talk at the Thomas Poole Library in
Nether Stowey. The speaker, Dan Piper, is an expert on the history
and function of The City of London - and the special Police Force which
serves ‘The Square Mile’.
The date is Wednesday, October 9th, at 7.30. Tickets, on the door, are £4.50 (or £3.50 for members, and
membership costs a mere £2.00 per annum), including refreshments after the talk, when there’s a chance to chat
with Dan.
Dennis Harkness

www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk
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A Nutty Wordsearch
Can you find 12 varieties of nut in the grid? Plus one
nut that isn’t a nut?

The Autumn of Life? (stay positive!)

(Answers on the back page)
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The older you get, the longer it takes you to get
over a good time…



Be nice to your kids, they’ll be choosing
your nursing home…

 I’ve got to watch myself these days.. it too
exciting watching everybody else!

You know you’re getting old when…..
 The four-letter word for something two people
do in bed is ‘read’.
 When the candles cost more than the cake.
 Your sink your teeth into a steak and they stay
there.

N P

A P

D

Never Mind…..


Once you’re over the hill you pick up speed!

The Marion Evered Trust
The last two events have been a great success
The Cream teas held at Brewers Water Farm in Stogumber
was a fantastic weekend with entertainment from the Stoggy
men. Kitchen staff were kept busy with a great attendance
and we raised an amazing £1600
Also the evening of entertainment with Two Tone at the
Church Centre in Nether Stowey went very well and raised
£450 . This event is being planned again for next year as it
was very popular.
Thanks to all that have helped and supported these events.

www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk
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From the Village Cook’s Kitchen…
Chicken and Mushroom 1 Pot Risotto

Ingredients

Serves 4

60g butter
1 large onion finely chopped
2 sprigs of thyme - picked
250g pack chestnut mushrooms - sliced
300 g risotto rice
1. 1/2 litres hot chicken stock ( I use
cubes)That is to say one and a half
litres.)
200g cooked chicken in mouth size
pieces
50g grated Parmesan, plus extra to serve
small pack parsley, finely chopped.

Method




Heat the butter in a pan over a gentle heat and add the onion. Cook for about 10 minutes until
softened. Stir in the thyme leaves and the mushrooms. Cook for about 5 minutes, sprinkle in the
rice and stir to coat in the mix.
Ladle in a quarter of the stock,stir and top up with more stock as the rice absorbs the liquid.
(you may not need to use it all)
When most of the stock is absorbed and the rice nearly cooked, add the chicken and stir to
warm through. Season well and stir in the Parmesan and parsley. Serve with extra Parmesan
on top if you like.

and from our.......Master

of Wine

Rather than the usual recommendations from France and Chile, I am going to be different
and go to Italy.
Either a relatively neutral white or red will do, but they will need a decent level of acidity
to cut through the rich flavours.
For the red try the reliable Piccini Chianti Reserva which has the classic Chianti bitter edge
to its flavours (£7 on offer at Sainsbury) or the robust and spicy Sainsbury Primitivo from
Southern Italy (£6 also on offer). For the white try the Taste the Difference Gavi with its
light mineral flavours (Sainsbury £9) or the unusual Morrisons Greco di Tufo (8.75) which
is from the hills of Campania and has refreshing apple and spice flavours. You might
never have heard of it, but it's worth trying.

Macmillan Coffee Morning
A Message from Sue Young:
Thank you so much to all of you who came
and supported my Macmillan Coffee
Morning, particularly the helpers who worked
tirelessly. We managed to raise a stunning
Grand Total of £578.02. I just cannot
believe how generous people have been.
See you all next year I hope!

Sue Young

Nice cup of coffee there, Eve! (ed.)

www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk
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up-coming Dates in Fiddington
October 5th

Book Swap 10-12
with Continental Breakfast

October 9th

Computer Question & Answer Postponed

October 12th

The Harvest Supper 6.30 for 7pm

October 19th

Stream Extream Clean!! 11am

October 22nd

Wine Tasting & Talk 6.30pm
(If successful to be continued on Nov 6th,13th,27th)

November 2nd
November 9th

fiddingtonnews@gmail.com

Deadline for the
November Newsletter is

Book Swap 10-12
with Cooked Breakfast

Friday 25th Oct

Jumble Sale

email as above or in writing to:

Juliet Harkness
st

November 21

Redwood ,Whitnell,

Soup Lunch 12.30

BRIDGWATER TA5 1JE
Nutty Wordsearch Answers: acorn, hazel, pistachio,
cashew,walnut, almond, macadamia, peanut, pecan,
conker, beechnut, chestnut. & Wingnut?! ed

Warm

Warmly invite you to

‘365 days of Colour in your Garden’
A Talk by Nick Bailey
(of Gardeners’s World)

Thursday 17th October 7pm for
7.30pm

The Church Centre, St.Mary’s Street,
Nether Stowey, TA5 1LJ
Book
Now!

ADULT EDUCATION

club

Garden Table/Raffle/Tea & Coffee/Cakes

Tickets: £8 non-members £4 Members. To book and/or join our
club please contact Secretary Lucy Haswell.
Email: shbassoon@aol.com or Tel: 01278

671289

Website: www.https://sites.google.com/site/stoweygardeners

www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk
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