We are grateful to Hinkley Point B Power Station, EDF, for printing this Newsletter

Village Hall Committee News
Chairman’s Note
As I write this, Sedgemoor has achieved the distinction of being among the
highest rates of COVID infections in the UK. Fiddington remains blessedly
free, ( Whitnell less so!) but your committee will continue to reopen
hall activities with care.A note of thanks to Wayne and Heather Hawley
for starting to tidy up the areas near the gates into the hall and field.
You can now see the Public Footpath sign! We hope to finish the job
when the blackberries on the brambles have been picked and enjoyed.
CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS !
A mighty squad of volunteers is needed to help with
the annual stream clearance on Sept 17th.
Please roll up at 10am. It’ll be done by lunchtime.

Note from the Editor
Apologies for the mistakes in
July’s Wordsearch.
‘Equestrian’ spelt wrong And
an incorrect number ( I
underestimated myself!)
May I also apologise in
advance for any errors this
month - Ed

Keep safe and well everyone
Robin Kinahan

(Chair of the Village Hall Committee)
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It was during the winter of 2018-19 that half a dozen little buckthorn bushes were planted near the
village hall. They had been grown from germinated seed a year or so earlier.
Object of exercise was to create more opportunity for Brimstone butterflies to breed in and around
Fiddington, where hitherto buckthorn has been very scarce. Create the habitat, and the butterfly should
follow – although not immediately, since the bushes need to grow a bit.
However, results have come sooner than anticipated, for on 1 July Jackie Matthews spotted this nearmature Brimstone caterpillar on one of the bushes. With their own mature hedgerow buckthorn bush,
Jackie and Paul were already familiar with the caterpillar’s appearance – and brilliant camouflage.
st

Here’s hoping that the caterpillar managed to pupate successfully – and that gradually we get to see more
of these lovely butterflies in forthcoming springtimes. As Meryl so delightfully quotes, if the first
butterfly of the spring is golden, gold should be your fortune in the coming year – but if your first
butterfly is brown (ish), expect only copper. So here’s to more gold!
Long-distance runners of the butterfly world, Brimstones emerge from the chrysalis in July-August, but
fly only sparingly, conserving energy – for they hibernate throughout the winter (usually deeply in ivy),
emerging in spring to mate and lay eggs, eventually dying in late May to early June.
As for those buckthorns, some are male plants and some female, and already there are signs of successful
berry and seed formation – and, who knows, more and more buckthorn bushes!
Rod Cole

200 Club – August Draw
Just one prize this month, and it was drawn by Ray Brooks after a meeting of the Fiddington Book Club,
where we had just reviewed the book Hamnet by Maggie O’Farrell, described as a ‘reimagining of a boy
whose life has been all but forgotten, but whose name was given to one of the most celebrated plays
ever written.’ A prologue to the production of Hamlet Act Six in Fiddington Village Hall on Sunday 17
October at 2.30pm.
th

Our congratulations to the August winner, who is:

£30 – Nbr 232: Mrs Julie Simms
www.fiddingtonvillage
hall.co.uk
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St Martin of Tours, Fiddington
Church Services for September
For services in the church masks are still required and social distancing has still to be observed for the
time being. There will be hand sanitiser at the door. Singing quietly behind a mask is now permitted but
sadly we cannot yet have a get together for coffee after the service. Catch- up chats are fine in the
church grounds though!
Sunday Sept 5

No Service (Quantock Deanery service and picnic at 10.30 am at Great Wood)

th

Sunday Sept 12

th

Eucharist 9am

Sunday Sept 19 Eucharist (BCP) 9am
th

Sunday Sept 26

th

Benefice Service at 10.30am on Zoom (Access Code/meeting ID is 871 855 3016)

ALSO
Every Tuesday at 10.00 am there is an on line Home Group Bible Study and every
Wednesday at 10.00 am there is an online service with hymns, prayers and a thought for
the day. Everyone is most welcome to all or any online events and the access
code/meeting ID is 871 855 3016 as above.

Strawberry Cream Tea
Sunday August 29th. At the marquee at the village Hall.
3pm to 5pm.
A delicious Cream Tea with Strawberries all for £4 per head

Sausage Sizzle and Quiz
Return of this ever-popular event!

Saturday September 18th in the Village Hall at 6.30pm for 7pm.

Remember this is an event for teams of 4 so bring your friends (though if you come as a
couple teams can be made up on the night) Cost £7.50 a head.
Due to the need for Social Distancing it will be necessary to book this time. Please ring Paul
Matthews (732175) or Jenny Kinahan (732190) to secure your places. Thank you.

www.fiddingtonvillage
hall.co.uk
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Members of Freewheelers Emergency Voluntary Service - Blood Bikes have recently been awarded a
dedicated blood bike service medal for their support to all the emergency services and in recognition of
the Queen’s upcoming platinum jubliee.
The medal is awarded in recognition of the charity’s 30 years service across Somerset, Bristol, Bath and
West Wiltshire delivering blood, blood and microbiology samples, donor breast milk, patient records and
particularly over the last year, Covid 19 swabs on behalf of the NHS.
Church Road resident and volunteer motorcycle rider John Taylor, whose wife Carol helps with
fundraising, is pictured receiving his medal from The Lord-Lieutenant Mrs Peaches Golding OBE and Air
Vice Marshal Martin Clark.

.

The Marion Evered Trust
Here are the latest 100 club draw winners:
June
£20 India Ayre £10 Clive Bellamy £5 Loise Flecken
July
£20 Clive Bellamy £10 Jason Barrow £5 Robin Bendall
August
£20 Barbara Feltham £10 Charley Long £5 Karen Ayre
Congratulations to all winners

We are also planning to hold a Christmas raffle with some great prizes, more details on this will also be
released later in the year.
Thanks for your continued support and hopefully we can see you all soon.
Ian Barrow

www.fiddingtonvillage
hall.co.uk
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World Crops Wordsearch
Can you find 16 world crops in the grid?
Answers on the back page-Ed

S
U
N
F
L
O
W
E
R
S
Y

S
W
A
E
C
I
R
X
P
C
T

N
H
E
M
K
B
Z
L
J
Z
E

A
E
X
E
A
O
A
T
E
P
L

E
A
M
R
T
N
J
N
F
E
L

B
T
L
A
T
P
A
Z
A
A
I

A
E
R
A
I
C
O
O
Z
N
M

Y
Z
I
Y
R
Z
C
T
F
U
A

O
N
G
A
F
O
E
N
A
T
K

S
E
G
O
C
C
A
B
O
T
A

F
U
A
V
A
S
S
A
C
Y
O

S
A
D
E
E
S
E
P
A
R
P

Watch out!
There might be hollyhock seed-snafflers
about!
It’s no good dreaming of growing the tallest
Fiddington sunflower for next year’s tall
flower competition. Sunflowers is orff.
Think hollyhock instead.
What’s more, you’m to grow from your own
seed source. Which is where you need to
keep your wits about you, eyeing up the local
hollyhock talent for promising stock and
chasing off furtive rivals.
Colour doesn’t matter – but height does. So
check your best plants this year, gather some
seed, and get it planted.

Don’t Delay! Sow Today!
Rod Cole
( I calls that a bit of a tall order mesel’ (!) - Ed )

FREE
I have an HP Envy 5644
printer to donate to anyone
who would like it. Please
contact me on:
01278 733554 -Sue Young

www.fiddingtonvillage
hall.co.uk
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Post Bag

A letter to the Committee Chair from St. Margaret’s :Dear Mr Kinahan

We cannot thank you enough for taking the time to care

From Sue Young ...
“I shall not be holding a Macmillan coffee
morning in September, as I usually do,
owing to the current pandemic situation.
But if anyone would like to contribute and
give me a donation, I shall be sending a
sum to Macmillan in October. Please send
to Sue Young, Manor Barn, Fiddington.
Thankyou”
We have the following dates booked in for fireworks at
Quantock Lakes in 2021.
As noted previously we will aim to fire before 10.30pm to
ensure disruption is kept to a minimum. I will update this
list and recirculate if additional dates are added or
removed.

Thursday 2nd September 2021
Friday 3rd September 2021
Saturday 20th November 2021

and donate the wonderful sum of £165.90 raised from the sale
of garden and home produce. Without the generosity of
supporters such as yourself we could not deliver the excellent
level of care which the Somerset Community has come to
expect of us.
We are delighted to let you know that as the Covid restrictions

are beginning to be relaxed, we have been

able to recommence some of our community fundraising
activities commencing with our Time to Care Walk on
September 29th. We are also holding a 'virtual colour run' on
August 15th which should provide fund for any children on
summer holidays.
However the funds are raised, at St Margaret's Hospice we are
always so moved by the level of support given to us by our
local community. On behalf of all at St Margaret's Hospice,
thank you so much, With best Wishes

Kind Regards
Naomi Hansford

(thanks for the warning Naomi - Ed)

Tiger by Richard Brazier
The Kitten by Christine Dodden
Pastel from an original photo on a
copyright free website called ’Pixabay’.

www.fiddingtonvillage
hall.co.uk

This pastel was also from a
copyright free website.
Both artists are available for
commissions.
Contact Richard Brazier mobile
07721012178 or 01278 734565
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Melanzane alla parmigiana
Serves 4
3 tbsp olive oil
4 cloves garlic, finely sliced
2 x 400g chopped tinned tomatoes
1tbsp tomato puree
1dried oregano
1 tsp thyme leaves
salt and freshly ground black pepper
2 aubergine cut into 1cm ( 1/2 inch) slices
150g parmesan, grated
200g mozzarella torn into pieces.
Pre heat the oven to 180C (350F). Heat 2 tbsp of the oil in a large heavy based pan over a low heat,
add the garlic and cook for 30 seconds. Add the chopped tomatoes, tomato puree, the oregano and the
thyme and bring to the boil.Season with salt and pepper, then remove the pan from the heat.
Put the aubergine slices into a bowl and brush with the remaining oil. Heat a non-stick frying pan over a
medium heat, add the aubergine ( in batches if necessary) and cook each side for 3 minutes, or until
golden brown. When done, remove with a slotted spoon and place on a plate.
Pour a 1cm ( 1/2 inch) layer of tomato sauce into the bottom of an ovenproof dish and cover with
aubergine slices. Sprinkle with a handful of parmesan, then repeat the process until all the
ingredients are used up, ( You should get 3 to 4 layers) making sure that there is a 1cm layer of sauce
at the top. Cover with the mozzarella and cook for 25 / 30 minutes until browned on the top and piping
hot. Serve with a green salad.

Our Master of Wine
recommends . .
A red with plenty of guts will go with this. Head
to Southern Italy or Sicily and look for either a
Nero d’Avola or a Primitivo, which is much the
same as the Zinfandel in California. All retailers
have them, they aren’t expensive and they
have lots of berry fruit , spice , soft tannins and
alcohol

Hot or cold meals. Cream Teas etc;

www.fiddingtonvillage
hall.co.uk

Delivered to your door,
Please telephone Ruth Brazier
01278 734565.
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Saturday

Sept 11th

Outdoor Jumble Sale (bring jumble between 10-11)

Saturday

Sept 18th

Sausage Sizzle Quiz

Sunday

Sept 26th

Village Party – ( see below)

Saturday

Oct 2nd

Book Swap Starts

Sunday

Oct 17th

“Hamlet Act Six” (see below)

Saturday

Nov 6th

Village Hall Quiz & Supper

Monday

Nov 15th

Village hall AGM

Friday

Dec 10th

Christmas Dinner

Village Party Tickets
IMPORTANT
If you applied for tickets for
previous date and cannot
come on Sunday 26th Sep

Please let Jane know

janezambra1@gmail.com
01278 732452.
World Crops Wordsearch Answers:
Cocoa, millet, barley, peanut, maize, rice,
wheat, soyabeans, cassava, banana,
sweetpotato, plantain, tobacco,
rapeseed, sunflowers, sugarcane - ed
fiddingtonnews@gmail.com

Deadline
for the next Issue is
Sep 25th
Please send articles/photos/letters by
email or by post to
Juliet Harkness
Redwood, Whitnell, TA5 1JE
www.fiddingtonvillage
hall.co.uk
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