We are grateful to Hinkley Point B Power Station, EDF Energy, for printing this Newsletter

Village Hall Committee News
Chairman’s Note
We are cautiously reopening the hall , using the guidelines from ACRE – (Action with
Communities in Rural England). The most visible results of this are hand sanitiser and Dettol wipes
being available near the door, 2 metre markings in the porch and various posters around the place.
We also have Covi-19 risk assessments for both the hall trustees and hall hirers available for
those who want to see them. Thank you Heather for organising a lot of this. It will be wonderful when
we no longer have to do all this "stuff".
Book Swap will be restarting on Saturday Sept 5th, but. sadly, not as a coffee morning. Please
take a look at the separate announcement as to how we plan to do it.
In October, the committee will take a decision as to whether to have the Christmas dinner. We'd love to
Saturday
Nov
10th
have it, but it's difficult to see how we can do
it at the
moment.
Saturday
8th December
2pm
VILLAGE HALL
JUMBLE
SALE
So - slowly and carefully does it!
Christmas Dinner
Booking form Robin Kinahan
on back page (Chair of the Village Hall Committee)

Note from the Editor

Dear Readers – I am having a holiday at the
end of this month which coincides with my
editing duties. I hope you won’t be too
devastated that the October Issue will be
latched on to November’s this year?
Send any complaints to the Editor’s Post Box
please. In the meantime my heartfelt thanks
to regular contributors and KEEP THOSE
articles and pictures coming!
All the best - Ed

www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk
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St Martin of Tours, Fiddington
The Church has been successfully open for two sessions a week,
during the months of July and August, for private prayer.
These sessions are on Sunday mornings from 9am to 1pm and on
Wednesday afternoons from 1pm to 5pm. If you go into the church
during this time you will see that there are certain areas which have
been cordoned off and only 4 pews are open for use.
Sadly this is necessary for Social Distancing. There is hand gel for use as you enter and leave the church.
It is a shame that at other times the church must be kept closed but the open sessions are carefully
timed to make sure there is no infection risk but also, to make absolutely sure, the church is carefully
cleaned before each open time. If you have been in the church and subsequently develop Coronavirus
symptoms please would you contact the churchwarden, Paul Matthews either by telephone (01278
732175) or by email: pandj@talktalk.net
Churches are now allowed to hold services again as long as Social Distancing is maintained. The
possibility of restarting Sunday services here in Fiddington was discussed at Churchwarden and PCC
meetings and the decision has been made to restart here in October. During September there are quite
a number of people away so it was decided that there will be insufficient manpower available to set up
the church and supervise services safely. Careful planning will be needed due to the size of the church
and numbers may have to be restricted. If you thought you might be attending the services it would be
most helpful for planning if you could let Paul know but if it is a spur of the moment decision then
please do still come. After the first service it shouldn’t be necessary to inform that you are coming but a
list of attendees will be kept for Track and Trace purposes at each service.
During September there will be services at St Andrew’s, Stogursey and St Ethelreda’s, West
Quantoxhead, both at 10.30am. The 4 Sunday will be a Zoom only service and no churches will be used.
All services will be communion services but only bread will be distributed as the common cup is not
allowed at present.
FACE MASKS MUST BE WORN AT ALL SERVICES. LAMINATED SERVICE SHEETS WILL BE AVAILABLE FOR
ALL. Before attending please consider whether you could be putting yourself at risk of infection.
Unfortunately singing is not allowed at present but there will be music!
th

FIRST SERVICE AT FIDDINGTON, SUNDAY OCTOBER 4TH AT 9AM. EUCHARIST.
CHURCH OPEN FOR PRIVATE PRAYER SUNDAY 9AM TO 1PM AND WEDNESDAY 1PM TO 5PM. Once
services start in October there will not be a Private Prayer session on Sunday morning on the 1 , 2 and
3 Sundays but the 4 Sunday it will still be possible.
st

rd

nd

th

Sadly Harvest Supper, Sausage Sizzle and Soup Lunches are on hold until next year.
The Deanery Mission project, which is Toilet Twinning, will be carried over until next year. You can
find this charity on line and still donate if you wish.
The 200

Club Draws will soon be restarting.

www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk
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SASP Return to Sport and Physical Activity - Active Spaces Sessions
We are excited to announce that the Active Spaces programme will be returning in
Sedgemoor and West Somerset week beginning 27/07/2020.
Our sessions will look a little different for the time being, with extra hygiene and social
distancing measures in place to protect participants and instructors.
Active Spaces is a friendly, low-cost, fitness group in outdoor parks across Sedgemoor,
currently at Stogursey, Nether Stowey and Bridgwater.
Only £12 per month, you can pause or stop your subscription at any time.
The timetable is up NOW to book, with sessions starting on Monday and you can book up to
two weeks in advance. Book your session here - www.activespaces.co.uk
First booked first served! Outdoor fitness has never been so popular and thankfully we have
the experienced instructors to support you, to feel safe, strong, and active.

Forwarded from
Press.Office@Sedgemoor.gov.uk
by Tina Gardener
Clerk to Fiddington Parish Council
01278 652642
www.fiddington-pc.org.uk

And speaking of the great outdoors – how many hills do you know in
our area? Can you find 14 ( there are many more)Somerset Hills in this
Mumpy WORDSEARCH?

Some of them refer to the place and don’t have ‘ hill/tor’ after. (answers on the back page,Ed.)
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Hill – areas? Jokes
What do you call a flock
of sheep tumbling down a
hill?
A lambslide
 I remember my childhood
quite fondly when Dad
used to roll us down the
hill inside car tyres
Those were the Good Years
 Ever wonder how cows are
able to stand on such
steep hills
They have strong calves
 Why did the toilet paper
roll down the hill?
To get to the bottom

www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk
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Just Some of the Wonderful Somerset Hills
(do you know your Marilyn from your sub-Deweys or Humps & Tumps?!)
Dunkery Beacon

Ht 519m
Grid ref: SS891415
Class: Marilyn
Highest point on Exmoor
Withypool Common

Great Rowbarrow

Ht 510m
Grid ref: SS875415
Class: sub-Dewey
2nd highest on Exmoor

Lype Hill

Will’s Neck
Ht 423m
Grid ref: SS950371
Class: Hump
Highest point of the
Brendon Hills

Ht 428m
Grid ref:SS818350
Class: Tump
Summit features
Brightworthy Barrows
Lydeard Hill

Ht 364m
Grid ref: ST179341
Class: Tump
Quantock Hills
Staple Hill

Ht 315m
Grid ref: ST240166
Class: Marilyn
Highest point in the
Blackdowns

Ht 386m
Grid ref: ST165351
Class: Marilyn
Highest point in
the Quantock Hills

Dowsborough

Cow Castle

Ht 332m
Grid ref: SS793373
Class: Tump
Iron age hill top

Ht 339m
Grid ref: ST161391
Class: Tump
Hill Fort on wooded summit
Crook Peak

Selworthy Beacon

Ht 308
Grid ref: 918479
Class: Marilyn
A view from Porlock Weir

www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk

Ht 191m
Grid ref: ST387558
Class: unclassified
Prominent hill to the west
of the Mendips
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Niver Hill

Brent Knoll
Glastonbury Tor

Ht 264m
Grid ref: ST565538
County U/A County Top
Mendips
Brean Down

Ht 97m
Grid ref: ST296585
Class: Tump
Promontory with SSSi
Near Weston-s-Mare

Ht 158m
Grid ref: 512386
Class: sub-Marilyn
Prominent landmark on the
Levels Topped by St.
Michael’s Tower

Juliet Harkness

Ht 139m
Grid ref: ST340509
Class: Hump
Hillfort and landmark in
the Levels
Burrow Mump

Ht 33m
Grid ref: ST359305
Unclassified
Historic site and scheduled
monument

The Night Skies
above our heads

by Wayne Hawley

This is a picture taken a
few weeks ago of the
Eagle Nebula from
Fiddington, many people
will have seen the image
of the pillars of creation taken using the Hubble space telescope. The pillars are contained in this nebula,
huge clouds of gas and dust where new stars are being formed as gravity pulls material together until the
mass of the material starts a nuclear fusion reaction. The picture is five 2 minute images stacked together.
I've been trying to get my astronomy good enough to do something 'useful' to do this you have to measure
very accurately moving asteroids and submit the results to the Minor Planet Center in America, after a few
unsuccessful attempts I've now been given an observatory code, there are about 1000 worldwide so
Fiddington is now on the same list as Greenwich and Mauna Kea in Hawaii, but I'm sure Fiddington is
better than Hawaii.

www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk
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Wot? No Painted Ladies?
Those of the Fiddington fraternity who are still endowed
with acuteness of observation as well as memory will, I
hope, recall the abundance of Painted Lady butterflies that
graced our gardens and waysides in the summer of 2019.
It seemed that summer, and the butterflies, would never
end.
It’s a different business, this year: a markedly different
summer, and scarcely a Painted Lady to be seen. There
just was not the influx of migrants in May and June, to lay
eggs and produce such a summer of abundance. Take a
look at the buddleias (when there isn’t a tempest blowing):
Red Admirals, Tortoiseshells, Commas, but no Painted
Ladies. Nor, for a few weeks, any Peacocks – they are
busy aestivating. Eh? Summer hibernating – conserving
energy, for these butterflies need to feed up in autumn,
hibernate, and get through to next spring, to breed on the
new year’s nettles. (Old-growth nettles are toxic to most
caterpillars.)
But hold on! If 2019 was the summer of the Painted
Ladies, 2020 must surely be, hereabouts at least, the
summer of the Jersey Tiger moths (bottom right). There
have been surprising numbers of these day-flying moths,
insinuating their way onto the buddleias – and when it
came to running a light-trap for an hour or so at night, they
turned up mob-handed, half-a-dozen at a time. Quite
astonishing, for a species that in England until just a few
years ago was confined to South Devon and scheduled as
Nationally Scarce.
Nor is that the only tiger moth species around. Back in June
several Scarlet Tigers (top right) were reported from local gardens
– you have to see the hind wings to appreciate the reference to
scarlet. Then there are those tantalising references to Garden
Tigers, spotted by some fortunate observers but so far eluding
my gaze. Rather more numerous are the little Ruby Tigers
(middle top), which are much less likely to turn up by day but
which are quite plentiful by night.
All told, the local list of tiger moth species is very presentable.
What else? Well, there was that lovely Clouded Yellow (top
left)– an immigrant - flying with the blue butterflies on a sown
field margin on Beacon Hill. Those blue butterflies lay their
eggs on bird’s-foot trefoil, and it ought to be possible to get
some growing on a verge or two within the village.
Oh, and there was a female Brown Hairstreak (bottom left) egglaying on blackthorn over at Lilstock: might it be breeding here
around Fiddington? Worth looking out for…
Rod Cole
www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk
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Fig and Gorgonzola Tart.
Serves 2
Ingredients
2 x 200g sheets of shop bought shortcrust pastry
((thawed if frozen)
80g Gorgonzola
2 teaspoons of oregano - if fresh - 1 if dried
3 figs, quartered
1 tablespoon runny honey
1 tablespoon olive oil
Freshly ground black pepper
A few sprigs of watercress
6 slices of prosciutto crudo
Method
Preheat the oven to 180c (350f). Cut the pastry into 2 x 18cm rounds
and place each on a baking tray lined with non-stick paper.
Spread the pastry with crumbled gorgonzola and top with oregano
and figs.
Place the honey, oil and pepper into a bowl and mix to combine.
Drizzle the tarts with half the honey mixture.
Bake for 15 minutes or until the pastry is golden and crisp. To serve, top with watercress and
prosciutto and the remaining honey and oil mix.

Our Master of Wine recommends . . .

This is a tough one!It’ll need to be a sweet wine, but the classics such as
Sauternes, sweet Vouvray and Tokay are expensive – Sainsbury’s Taste the
difference Sauternes is £12 per half bottle (it’s pretty decent). The inexpensive
option is to look out for the names Muscat or Moscadel. The wines are sweet,
fragrant, often low in alcohol and normally inexpensive. Most retailers have
them- Sainsbury have a Moscadel de Valencia at £5.35 and only 9% alcohol.
For really interesting sweet wines you need a specialisy such as Majestic –
the Bortoli Bortrytis Semillon at £9.99 a half bottle is an Ozzie classic.

www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co.uk
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ANNOUNCEMENT ON BOOK SWAP
Book Swap will start again on Saturday Sept 5th from 10-12am. It will be for donating and
swapping books only. Please use the hand sanitiser available and wipe all books you are putting
on or returning to the shelves.
Please try to keep social distancing. Thank you
Robin Kinahan

A Message to Eve and the Joslin family
Many of you will have heard that Eve has been very
poorly. I’m sure you would want me to send her, and
Adrian, Jacquie and all the Joslin family the thoughts
and prayers of the whole village community for her
continued recovery.
Ed
Mumpy Wordsearch answers: Dowsborough,Niver, BurrowMump,
Glastonbury (Tor), Haddon (Hill), Brent Knoll, Ham(Hill), Pen(Hill),
Dunkery(Beacon), Porlock(Hill)), Steepholm , Bleadon (Hill), Creech (Hill)

fiddingtonnews@ gmail.com

No Issue in October

Deadline
for the next Issue is

October 25th
Please send articles/photos/letters by
email or by post to
Juliet Harkness
Redwood, Whitnell, TA5 1JE

Are you feeling Worried, Scared, Stressed?
Do you long to find some Peace and Quiet?
Situated between the Quantock Hills and the coast St.Nicholas’
Wayfarers church offers an oasis of Peace and Tranquility in the midst
of today’s turmoil.
Bring a picnic, sit in the garden, watch the birds and feel the breeze on
your face, or retreat to the cool St.Nicholas and let God’s peace
surround you.

Work has started on the
Village field Container –Is that
the right blue Richard?!

The Way. A39 midway between Kilve-Holford, on a sharp bend turn
North on Kilton Rd.then up and down the steep hill through the hamlet
of Kilton and turn left. St Nicholas will be on your
left.
Good parking. Dogs welcome. Views are glorious.
Enjoy your visit, Come again. Enquiries 01278 733504
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